
THE DESERET
bebeautyauty of this work when a man em-
braces it he finds that he is built upon
the rock and cannot be shaken if he is
faithful the reason that there are those
among us who are shaken from time to
time when troubles come upon us is
because men are faulty there are
reasons in the heart of0 every man who
is shaken and disturbed As was inti-
mated this morning by president can-
non when there is put forth a church
order or rule it is announced when god
would have it announced it is published
and given to the people at the proper
time just when it should be the lord
is the judgebudge we would not do unless
he directed us we would not speak
and give counsel unless the lord directed
And when he speaks through his ser-
vants all who are in harmony and have
the proper spirit having done the mind
and will of god know the voice of the
true shepherd if any of you have mismis-
taken the voice of the true shepherd
you want to repent let all israel know
that if they have not understood the
voice of the true shepherd when it has
been uttered they have occasion for re-
pentancepentance and they ought to repent it
is necessary that we should live as close
and as careful to the line as possible
and to exert every power within us for
the accomplishment of the purposes of
the lord there is a reaction setting in
in israel todayto day as there is throughout
the world in regard to this important
work we are now finding and we will
more abundantly in the future that our
kindred are enquiring after us ththeyV
want to know something about this
work they are epenquiringquiring after the gos-
pel for they begin to feel that there isia
religious body in the earth that has some
light that is superior to the light which
they possess the world wants some
thing that they can rely upon I1 that will
satisfysatish their souls and this isis not to be
bounyfound outside OFof the gospel of jesus
christ this is gods work and he
has found a few honest in heart who
have gathered together and he would
have found more if they hadbad not been
blinded by the deceptions of men you
know how easily men are deceived in
this world they are cheated in regard
to religion as well as in regard to other
matters and 1 have thought they were
more easily gulled in regard to religion
than anything else it is quite a difficult
matter for people to be saints
of god it is not something that is of-
fered to you as easy to accomplish but
it is a difficult trying matter for human
nature it requires the very first and
thehe whole attention of every human be-
ing has not jesus said if any man
come to me and forsake not his father
and mother and wife and children and
brethren and sisters yeaea and his own
life ateoalso hebe cannot be my disciple I1
believe this is true doctrine this being
the work of god it is worth everything

if a man would have all things else
he must first seek the kingdom of god
and his righteousness this work is
more valuable and precious to us than
all other things for it embraces life
eternal happiness here and hereafter it
rmembracesbraces the riches of this world and
everything that we can desire that is
proper we must prize the father andCVhis son jesus christ the savior of the
world above all things else A man
must not so love his father or his moth
er his wife hisbis children his brothers
hisbig sisters or his own life he must not
love these so well that he would forsake

god for them but if we love god and
keep his ccmmandcommandmentsments our fathers
our mothers our brothers and sisters
and our own lives shall then be made
secure to us this is the philosophy of
it we are engaged in this labor and it
will be profitable to us to give it our first
attention at the same time ititisI1 is not
necessary that we should neglect every-
thing else but the very first attention
should be given to god and to his
cause weW e may engage in all other
righteous things and bringbrine to pass what
the lord designs for us to do in the
earth

in the order of the priesthood the
filling of vacancies and the keeping of
our quorums completely organized how
perfect is the design of the lord you
cannot find an imperfection in the design
of our heavenly father and the work
that he has established among us he
has provided for every emergency if
every individual would only perform his
duty faithfully as all ought to do what
a blessed condi ion we would be in I1 I1
thought this morning when the field
abroad was spoken of what an immense
field there is here at home all our own
children all our neighbors childchildrenrenandand
all the strangers that are within our
gates for we are quite mixed now
what a field of labor there is for every
man who bears the priesthood do you
not feel that the lord has bestowed this
priesthood upon the male members of
the church in order that every one
should be a teacher a laborer a faithful
advocate of the doctrines of the gospel
a defender of the faith I1 believe that
was the design I1 believe the lord un-
derstoodder stood thoroughly that it would be
necessary for every man among us to
bear the priesthood and to be a
laborer not waiting to be called
abroad but having experience right
here at home in the preaching of the
gospel for it is a reproach to us to have
people around us so plentifully and they
not being taught the gospel I1 hold
that within the radius of our movements
every family should be advised in regard
to the doctrines of the gospel if they
will not come to meetings they ought
to be taught in private and thoroughly
warned at home as the people are being
warned in the world the elders are
going out without purse and scrip they
did that in the days of the savior they
did it in the days of the prophet joseph
of the prophet brigham and the early
days in that way mankind are proven
and tried it isis laid down as a rule that
those who feed and clothe you and fur
nish you lodgings and places in which
to preach the gospel are the disciples
of christ and are of israel the labors
of the elders abroad are very successful
go into the families of the people who
have representatives in the field and
theyhey receive remarkable letters concern
ing the labors of these elders how
they are being received and made wel-
come and howbow they cannot accomplish
all that is required of them in the preach
ing of the gospel the calls are so num-
erous these words are coming from
abroad all the time and yet a great
many of the 13001300 elders are men who
no doubt hadbad very little experience at
home who had not been schooled very
thoroughly in the doctrines of the gos
pel and had not understood the opera
eions of the spirit otof the lord upon
them nor had they learned the efficacy
of prayer why is it that our prayers
are not more fully and perfectly answeredgm

than they are this is a subject that has
been brought to my mind latterly in fta
remarkable degree because we have
not prayed properly we have not been
in the proper spirit for praying we
have not been ina the proper condition to
obtain answers from the lord because
Wwe have not done our duty god has
announced that every one is endowed
with power to accomplish greatreat good
and to bring to passpaes much righteousness
and that men ought to be anxiously en

in a good cause we ought to10 be
anxiously engaged in this good cause in
which we have enlisted and when we
have worked upud to the point of allail that
we can pospossibly do god always comes
to the rescue and helps us out thetha
reason our young elders prayers are
heard in the field is because they are
working for and waiting upon the lord
and laboring faithfully every moment of
their lives and the lord knows it they
scarcely ask for anything but it is granted
them now if we would be just as
faithful and devoted at home in the per-
formanceformance of our duties as we are when
we go abroad the lord would be at our
service in a moment for he is bound
when we do our duty to come to our
assistance when the presidency ac0
this church have need otof counsel from
the londhe is always ready to give them
his word foror they are attendingatten dirig u
his labor anoana the that he
has placed upon them so with the
twelve hence their prayers are an-
swered upon their heads and they receive
the necessary counsel the presidents
of stakes the high councilorscouncillorsCounci lors the bish-
ops and their Counselorsthe presidentspresidenm
otof quorumsqu and all those ywhoho preside
over the various associations of the
latter day saints are entitled to the
mind and will of god so that evereveryF I1

department is well provided for and
thus the work is to be perpetuated frontfrom
this time henceforth ane remarks of
president smith upon the first Ppresi-
dency

resi
the twelve apostles and toethe

seventies beautifully illustrated the har-
mony which exists with these three
quorumsqu thoughthourl apparently equal he
explained that inin tie absence of the
Preapresidencydency the twelve presided over
the church that is made a part of
their mission and responsibility by the
father but they are not tlti e presidency
of the church for is it not definitely
laid down in that same on from
which brother smith quoted that the
twelve labor always under the direction
of the presidency we are directed and
counseled by them we do not dirdirectCC t thejbf
presidency the seventy do not direct
the twelve the twelve direct the sev-
enty yet it is declared that ththeye arearc
quorums of like authority one with the
other when the emergency ansesarsesthey
are equal and have the power and
althonauthonauthorityly to10 meet the emergency but
that power is in abeyance anclana is not ex
excised while the presidency endure
the twelve are not to userise up against
the presidency there are twelve
against three but the three are author-
ized to preside over the twelve as well
as over the rest of the church and to
direct the twelve and the whole church
we cannot reject the presidency the
twelve cannot do it for god would
reject them he controls the presiden-
cy he chooses them he determines
who they shall be and the time of thewtheir
office in life or in death and he main-
tains them he also determines the
position of every apostle there never
has been an apostle in this church that


