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Babel, had dwindled into an apostate
condition and were in apiritual dark-
ness. They wWere not led by inspired
men in their
On the contrary, they sought to reach
heaven by o method very different
from that which inspired men had
taught. But In the siate of apostasy
into whieh they had sunk, they stll] re-
tained one of the most important prin-
ciples of salvation, namely, union; and
this principle they put In practice to a
high degree of perfeotion. Thelr devo-
tion to It gave them almost unlimited

power, 80 f{ar as worldly things were|

concerned. On aceount of their one-
ness the Lord himself sald of them:
And now nothing will be restralned
from them which they have imagined
to do.”

A people numerous and united a=
they were, @ven syithout the light of the
Gospel and the guidance of the Priest-
hood, could accomplish the mosat stu-
pendous undertakings for good or evil,
Had they taken it into thelr heads to
become wealthy, every family might
have had a palace to dwell in. They
might easlly have made It Impossible
for more than one political organiza-
tion to exist upon the earth. and indeed
this scems to have been their purpose.
They appear to have dreaded hbelng
trgeattered abroad upon the face of the
whole earth;” and to prevent this, and
eonsequent politieal divislons and en-
mities, wad at least one of the motives
assigned for building the city and
tower.

But they were making a wrong use
of the power resulting from unlon, and
it became necessary that that péwer
should be broken. But this could be
done only by preventing them from
communicating thelr viewsa and feel-
fnge to each other, and entering Into
covenants, or assuming other obliga-.
tiona to adhere to the poliey agreed
upon by thejr leaders. So long a=
free and Intelligible speech was main-
tained among them, the teachings and
arguments of their leaders showlng
the advantages of helng united would
prevall with the magsses and they
would remain a solid and Impenetra.
ble phalanx, whether engaged in works
good or 11l. vise or unwise. To break
their power {t became necessary to
shut off Intercommunieation among
them. and thia was done by confound-
jng their langunge #o that one person
could not understand another,

Suppose the Latter-day Saints would
put in practice this principle of unjon
to the extent they might do with ease,
what mighty results they could ac-
complish!  What wealth they could
amass, And what prestige they couln

achieve!The theme is an engrossing one-

for the philosopher who lkes to cone
template the mossibllitles flowing from
“the united efforts of a great people,
and it is an entraneing one to the be-
llever In Tevelation who actually ex-.
pects to ree estnblished by the Latter-
day Baints a mere perfect unlon than
was known even among the peopls
wha bullt the e¢lty and tower of
Bakbel; n union founded and directed
by inspiration which they did not pos.-
Aess.

GRIND OF INDUSTRIAL COMPFETITION

The price of New TFEngland printa
hae gore down, down to two cents a
yard, nnd the great New Bedford
.atrike of print mill operatives, whirh
hes been on all winter, ends in faftl-
uyre. The rtriking employes are re-
turning to thelr work at the rame old
wAEel, Tt was expected that the
closing of the milla hy the strike
would ralse the price of their produet.
huvt inztead the nrice has drooned
noint by noint until it har reached
ths lowest fleure ever known,

The ehist reamsnn for this fall In a
staple produet nf New England labor

stupendous enterprise,’

is the competition of southern mills,
whieh have several Jmportant advan-
tages over those of the north and east,
Firat, they are close to the flelds
where the cotton is ralsed '‘and thus
they save freight on raw material,
Then they ean procure labor for lower
wages than are pald in New England,
heeause Iabor is not well organized in
the South; and they ean require oper-
atives to work more hourz per day
than the laws of the New England
Jstntes allow, because gsouthern legis~
latures have not passed laws restrict-
ing the hours of labor.

The standard of living ia higher and
| more expenaive {n New England than
in the South, partly beeause the ell-
y mate g8 colder, requiring more fuel
and clothing and better food and
houses than would suffice in the mlld
elimate of the southern states, and
rartly because fashions and publle
sentiment in New England forbid that
aimplieity and frugality which may be
maintalned without eritieism below
Mason and Dizon’s 1lne. Thus the
food, clothing and tenement of a New
Bedford family, whieh in that town are
regnrded as fixing the status of the
family in the depths of poverty, would
be regarded in a southern city as quite
comfortable and respectable,

This competition with the Bouth s
ane of the most serious problems that
ever confronted New England, and her
publicists and statesmen, as well as her
manufacturers, are profoundly exer-
clged concerning it. Her puhlle opinion
condemns the repeal of laws that have
been passed In the interest of 1abor, and
the reductlon of wages that will enable
her mllls to meet the competing prices
of the South; but the outlook is that
the laws must be repealed and the re-
duction must be made or the mills must
close permanently. The grind of indus-
trial competition is bearing hard upon
the mill owners and operatives of the
northeastern atates.

China i8 being dismembered. Boon
European governmenta will be In con-
trol of her territory and FEuropean
finaneciers will be engaged In ut{lizing
and developing her vast resources. The
ehlef of these la her myriads of people
who are remarkable for their industry,
thelr aptness at aequiring any mechan-
feal art, and the amall cost and quan-
tity of food and clothing necessary to
supply all thelr wants. What would be
unendurable poverty for an Amerlcan
mill operatlve would be opulence for a
Chinaman; and when print mills are in
operation in China, and the cotton 18
grown near them, aa it ean be In abun-
dance, and when the product of those
mlills Is put upon the markets of the
world, what {s to hecome of the mih
employes of Amerfea?’

What is here satd of cotton goods
wiN apply to many of the leading com-
modities manufactured and conpumed
by eivilized man. There Béeems to be
svery reason to helleve that the lahor
of Anla will grhortly he employed {n pro-
dueing these commodities, and when
this comes to pass the distress that
must ensue among the working classes
of the more highly elvilized natlions
will {nevitnhly be very rcreat. Then in-
derd will the grind of 'ndustrial com-
petitlon be something awful, The suf-
fering that will he eaured hy it will be
of the severest character, The labor of
clvillzed countries will re=ist wage re-
ductiona anpd the lowering of the
standard of livine, while emplovers win
find 1t Imposalhle té pay estahllahed
wAges and operate thelr plants, and out
of ruch a status must come mocial tur.
Jmoi! and upheavals of a dreadful char-
acter,

Of ronrse man wiil ultimately so ad-
just himself and his environments as
to hrine rellef to himeelf: hut In order
to @0 this he will be ohliged to put in
nractice orineiples of law, fimance and
rocig) order auite different from those
which now prevall in the world.

CHRINTIANITY AND WAH.

The secular as well as the: religious
press In the United States {s just now
giving a great amount of space and

effort to the dlscussion of the question
under what clrcumstances a Christian
nation 18 justified in going to war, and
the same theme §s, to a great extent,
engrossing the American pulpit. Ex-
treme views are belng expressed on
both sides of the controversy. Some
writers go to great lengths in opposing
war, holding It to be unjustifiable under
almost any eircumstances; others go a
corresponding distance in the opposite
directlon, maintaining that a self-
reapecting nation ought to resent by
acts of war gven sBlight insults and In-
Juries.

But a robust cominon sense charae-
terizes, to a conslderable degree, the
predominant sentiment of the country.
The American press, pulpit and people
are nelther pugnaeclous. fatuous nor
cowardly. They are not disposed to en-
gage In war on trivial grounds, nor
with preclpitancy. It is not so long
sinee they emerged from a very severe
one that they have forgotten its trials,
horrors and dreadful eonsequences.
They show a disposition to avoid it as
long as they ecan without injury to
their self-respect and the esteem In
whioch the 'conslderate judgment of
mankind” wlil hold them.

But they do not interpret the teach-
ings of Christianity as absolutely pro-
hibiting war from any motive. On the
contrary, the prevalling opinion among
the thoughtful, intelligent and religlous
clasges of the country supports the ad-
ministration as far as it has gone in
Cuban affairs, and holds that war is
preferable to retrograde action by this
government that would permit a pro-
longation of past econditions on the
island of Cuba,

Reecently a eorrespondent of the Troy
Times submitted n number of quea-
tiong bearing upon the relations of
Christlanity to war, and Rev, T. P.
Bawin, a Presbyterlan minister, . re-
plled to them. The questlons and an-
swers are gubjoined, as a fair sample
of Amerlean religious thought upon
the spubject:

" 'First—Judgring from His teaching,
ag written in the gospel, If Jesus Christ
were to be finaugurated this day as
Presldent of this ecountry, what would
be Hls wishes, hope, policy, manner of
conducting matters and the results of
His achievements In regard to the
Spanish, Cuban and battleship Maine
affairs.’

"In answer to this question, I would
say that were Jesus President of the
Unfted States, He would evidently
wish for peace. He would hope for an
honorahle adjustment of difffculties,
while His policy would be to seek
reparation for the wrong, protection for
the weak, rfood for the starving, and
shelter for the shelterless, and the re-
sult would be in accordance with Hin
winhes, His hope and His poliev.

" ‘Second—If Christ were today to be
crowned as the ruler of the Spanish
government, what would be His polley,
manner of conducting the affairs of
state and the result In regard to the
United States, Cuban and battleship
Maine affairs?’

"In  @answer to  this question,
I think that under the elreum-
stances suggested Jesus would take
counsel of Himself after thla manner:
'Or what King a® he goeth to en-
counter another king In war, will net
sit down first and take counsel
mhether he s able with ten thou-
sand to meet him that ecometh agalnst
him with twenty thousand? Or else
while the other is yet a great way off,
he zendeth nn ambaspage and aeketh
conditions of peace.’

" *“Third—From verse 38 to 18, chap-
ter v, 8t. Matthew, ls an inetruction of



