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HAVING been called upon thisafter-
noon to address this congregation,
I rise before you trusting that the
Holy Spirit, whichh makes plain to
the human mind the things of God,
may rest upon me and upon you;
that I may be inspired by that spirit
to say something which will be of
profit to those who hear, and that
those who listen to what 1 may say
may be able to understand in the
same light and under the same in-
fluence as that by which the words

are spoken., r o
The Elders of this Church in min-
istering *as public speakers stand

le in the name of the
Lord. They do notaddress congre-
gations for the purpose of ventilat-

before the pep

ing the opinions and ideas which |8

they may entertain, but they occu-
y the position of ministers of the
er Jesus Christ, to speak that
which is given to them by the in-
fluence of the Holy Spirit. Never-
theless, the servants of God are in-
structed to “treasure up in their
hearts continually the words of life”
with the promise that if they do
this and are dillgent in seeking for
the mind and will of God, in the
very hour that they are needed
words shall be placed in their
mouths, or ideas be brought up in
their minds, which shall for the
benefit of all who hear. It is in
this spirit that I endeavor to address
the congregation this afternoon and
I hope I shall have not only your
attention, but the benefit of
faith and prayers, that the spirit of

God may rest upon me and upon |grea

the congregation also.

We are living upon the earth at a
time when there are a4 great many
creeds, a great many different doc-
trines each professing to be the true
faith, the Christian religion. There
is a spirit of doubt and division in
the world, Men are ever learning
but not able to come to a knowledge
of the truth. They indulge in a
great many speculations. Some
good people study the scriptures and
endeavor to find out what is divine
truth, but their ideas are various;
they do not come to the unity of the
faith; and the great reason why this
is 80 is because they do not seek to
the fountain of light and truth with
the expectation of receiving any
reply. In olden times God used to
speak to the people. He had ser-
vants upon the earth who spoke
as they were moved upon by the
Holy Ghost; angels ministered to the
sons of men, and truth was reveal-
ed in great plainness from the Fath-
er. But in these times pecéple have
to put up with the ideas and notions
that men hold in relation to these
truths which were anciently reveal-
ed. There i8 now no voice from
heaven, no prophet among the peo-
ple; there are no inspired apostles;
angels have ceased to minister, an
to use the words of one of the great
divines of the day, ‘“The awful voice
of prophecy is silenced forever,”

[ course in making use of these
remarks [ am speaking in relation to
what is called the Christian world.
The Latter-day saints believe that
God is jthe same yesterday, to-day
and forever, and that if he is sought
after to-day in the same way that he
was sought after yesterday, he will
answer in the samie manner. We
believe that it is just as possible for
angels to come toearth in these times
as in any former age of the worlds we
believe that the power of the Holy
Ghost is the same to-day as it was
thousands of years ago; that : divine
truth can be made manifest direct
from God to the le now as it was
in the days of Jesus, or in the days
of the prophets who preceded him
on the earth. ,

The religion we Latter-day Saints
have received, which we hold to,
which we live for, and whicha great
many of us are willing to die for, if
necessery, has come 16 us by revela-
tion from God in the day and age in
which we live. In taking up the
writings of the old prophets, in read-
ing the letters written by the anci-
ent Apostles, we find that the reli-

n which God has revealed to us,

the same religion that God re-
vealed to them. What is contained
in the Bible corroborates that which
we have received, and the spirit
which accompanies the preaching of
the word to us is similar in its effects
to that spirit which accompanied
the preaching of the ancient pro-

.

your | gar

So that the religion of the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints is
not a mere theory of men. The doc-
trines which we have received have
come to us direct from the Lord in
our own time. We are not left to
speculation, we are not left to our
own theories, but we have defined
principles given to us of God for our
guidande, for our comfortand for our
edification.

Now, there is a dispositien exist-
ing in the world to-day to go away
from the T.ord. Men seem to have
a desire to follow out their own im-
aginations, their own ideas and no-
tions, and in consequence of this a
great many wrong principles
have been received for truth
in the Christian world, and
this disposition seems to increase.
The Apostle Paul, in writing to the
saints in his day, advised them to
“beware lest any man spoil you
through philosophy and vain deceit,
after the tradition of men, after the
rudiments of the world and not after
Christ.” Now, that same advice is
ood for the people in our times;
good for the Latter-day Saints; good
for the people who compose the va-
rious sects of modern Christendom.
If we have received the doctrines of
Christ, if our feet are planted firmly
upon the rock which he has laid,
there is no fear of our going astray;
but if we depart from that and walk
in the ways of men, and are led by
their theories and their speculations
and their vain philosophy, we are
very likely to go astray.

I notice in reading some of the
works of modern divines, and noting
the progress of religious thought
among the people, that there is a
doctrine which is becoming very
widespread among the people called
“Christians,” that is, a heresy in re-
d to the doctrine of our eondition
in the future. It is believed by a
t many people at the present
time, that there is no such thing as
a literal resurrection of the body;
that when this body is laid away in
the ground and back to the ele-
ments out of which it was organized,
that is the end of the body, and that
it will never come up a%ain. They
do not see any need of a literal resur-
rection of the body;

| and

| rael.

tain- a fulness of joy. When the
spirit is separated from the body, a
fulness of joy cannot be obtained.
When the spirit is joined to the body
temporarily under a temporal law,

under the law of death, it cannot re- | brought up and restored to each

ceive a fulness of joy. The spirit and
the body must be joined together in
such a way that they will not be di-
vorced again. The spirit and the
body must be =0 jeined together that
both will be immortal, and in that
condition man ean receive a fulness
of joy.

he Book of Mormon is also very
plain upon this subject. I will read
one or two texts from that book, and
if I have time [ may refer to the Bi-
ble, to show that the things contain-
ed in the Book of Mormon and the
Book of Doctrine and Covenants are
the same as contained in the old
scriptures. I will read a passage from
the 79th LFage (new edition) of the

0

Book of Mormon, namely:
““ And this death of which I have

spoken, which is the spiritual death, | the voice of God should be uttered, | when the indign

hedid know were made known to
him by an angel, namely, that there
is a space between death and the
resurrection; that at the resurrec-

tion the body and the spirit shall be

other, and not only the body and
spirit but every part and particle be-
longing to the body; not a hair of
the head shall be lost; every joint
and muscle and fibre and sinew and
and every t and particle neces-
sary to make up a perfect physical
body for the spirit to dwell in, shall
be restored to that spirit in the re-
surrection. That is the doctrine
laid down by the prophet Alma as
taught by him by an angel.

The very meaning of the word*re-
surrection” ought to dispel the idea
that the separation of the spirit

from the body at death is resurrec-
tion.
stand up in.”
all the prophets and apostles of old
had was that at some future time

shall deliver up its dead; which spir- | and the dead should stand up again,

itual death is
and hell must deliver up their dead,
and hell must deliver up its cap-

ell; wherefore, death | their bodies should come from the |

ve; just exactly the doetrine laid
wn in the Book of Mormon and

I will now read a verse or twy
from the book of the Prophet 1saiah,
te show that othersof the ancients
besides Job, had some idea of the
docrine of the resurrection of the
dead. Inm the 19thy 20th and 21s
verses of the 26th chapter of Isaiah
we read: .

“Thy dead men shall live, to
gether with my dead body shall they
arise. Awake and sing, ye that dwel
in dust: for thy dew is as the dew d
herbs, and the earth shall cast out
the dead.

Come, my people, enter thou inte
thy chambers, ‘and shut thy doon
about thee: hide thyself as it wer
for a little moment, until the indig
nation be overpast.

For, behold, the Lord cometh oyl
of his place to punish the inhabi
tants of the earth for their iniquity:

The word itself means ‘I | the earth alsoshall disclose her bloog
The idea which | and shall no more cover her slain.”

. Isaiah,

see, had the same spiril
as Job.

ou
%ﬂ spoke about the time
ation or wrathg
(God should over the earth, an(
he wished to be hidden. in the graw
unti]l that time was over, anf
then he expected the earth to cas

tive spirits and the grave must | Book of Doctrine and Covenants. | out herdead.

deliver up its captive bodies,
the bodies and the spirits
of men will be restored one to the
other; and it is by the power of the
resurrection of the Holy One of Is-

O how great the plan of our God!
For on the other hand, the ise

of God must deliver up thespirits of
the righteous, and the grave deliver
up the body of the righteous; and
the spirit and body is restored to it-
celf aga
corruptible, and immortal, and they
are living souls, having a ect
knowledge like unto us in the flesh;

| save it be that our knowledge shall

be perfect.

Wherefore, we shall have a
knowledge
uncleanliness, and our nakedness,
and the righteous shall have a per-
fect knowledge of their enjoyment
and their righteousness, being
clothed with purity, yea, even with
the robe of righteousness.”

perfect

Now, according to the Book of|
they cannot| Mormon the spirits of men, the

perceive by what process it can be |righteous and the wicked, are to be

resuscitated; and not bein
cnmprehencf how this great change
can come, how the secattered ele-
ments of the body can be brougit
together again, they reject the doc-
trine altogether. This is the belief
of the people who are called spirit-
ualists or spiritists. This is one of
the doctrines of that great dclusion
of the latter times, that “strong
delusion’ that the Lori has per

g able to | brought up from the pl

|

ace to which
they shall go when they depart from
this life. There is no need for any
dubiety about this, there is no need
for any mistake; it is clear that the
separation of the spirit from the
body is not the resurrection spoken

mit- | in his

of in this book.

The prophet Alma, touching on

this suté]eet, explained to the people
ay what an angel of

ted to come into the world because | made known, to him. These words
men would not receive the truth,|{which I am a"out to read to you

but turned away from it and loved a | from the Book of Alma,

in the Book

lie. It is taught by that rapping and |of Mormon, are not Alma’s ideas

muttering intluence, that when the|and speculations.

in-

spirit leaves the body and
the

to another state, that is

resurrection; that the body will be |chapter, 352
no more; that the spirit, | Alma sfates here that he was very
from the body, will progress | much troubled concerning the doc-

raised u
libera
from sphere to sphere—how many

eres they do not know—but that | they passed away

h
igﬂl‘ﬂ is no farther need of the body.
This idea is increasing

[ upon the minds of the people,amon
the various “Christian” sects, and|an
greatest preachers and | that there

some of the
divines of the day entertain this idea,

philosophize upon it and teach it to]the
Now we have |in a state of unrest, having a know-

their con tions.

He says th

were revealed to him by an angel.,
I would advise you to read the 40th
new edition.

trine of the condition of le after
from this Jife.

He wanted to know something of

in its hold | the condition of man between death

and the resurrection, and he saysan
gel of God made known to him
is a s between
death and the resurrection, that
spirits of the wicked are

the satisfaction of definite knowledge | ledge of all their wickedness and a

inr

egard te this matter, as well as|remembrance of all their trans

all the articles of our creed—if we |sions;that they are in a state of fear,
have such a thing as a formulaied | looking for the wrath and indigna-

creed. The ideas we have in rela-
tion to this doetrine have come from

tion of God, not knowing what their
punishment will be; while on the

God.  There is no need of any doubt | other hand the spirits of the righte-

about it, no need for any speculation. | ous enter into a state of rest.

The Lord has revealed semething

ey

have a perfect knowledge of all that

concerning this. It is true he has | God has done for them, and all their

not revea

. led the manner in which | acts of righteousness, and they await
the resurrection shall be brought|in

peace for the time when their bo-

about; the Lord has not revealed the | dies shall be brought forth from the
philosophy of it in full, he has only | dust to stand in the presence of their

given us some ideas concerning

that there may be no misunderstand-

it. | God to reeeive their crown. Alma
But.he has made the fact very plain | then

on to =ay:
“But this mucH I =ay, that there

ing about it. In the Book of Doc-|is a space between death and the re-
trine and Covenants—which ' con- | surrection of the body, and a state

God has

'tains many of the revelations that|of the soul in happiness or in mis-
given to the church through | ery

until the time which is appoint-

the Prophet Joseph Smith, we find | ed of God that the dead shall come

this doctrine Jaid down in great
plainness. It is stated that the spirit
and the body make up

the soul | before God, and be

forth, and be re-united, both soul

and body, and be brought to stand

judged aoc;nrdhg
*

of man, and that the resurrection | to their works. |

fror;:: the dead is the redemptionof the
soul.

The soul shall be restored to th

- We are taught also that there | body and the body to the soul; yea
are material elements and spiritual jand every limb and joint shal

elements; that the spiritual part of | restored to its body; yea, even a hair

our being was in the beginning with
God, and that the spiritual and ma-
terial when inseparably connected
receive a fulness of joy, otherwise
man cannot receive a fulness of joy,

of the head shall not be lost; but all
things shall be restored to their pro-
per and perfect frame.”

Now, that is clear and distinct on

this point, In regard to the times

|

| of his writin

Some have an idea that the

le
who lived upon the  earth -

ore

Jesus, had no correct ideas in regard | at

to the future. I bhave seen such

statements

divines of the day, but when we|asked him whether

I have not time to read the 371
chapter of Ezekiel—vou can read i

ome—but in that chapter w
find that the Lord showed Ezeki

published by popular|a valley full of dry bones. The Lo

these bone

come to take up the Old Testament | could live, and he answered, ““The

scriptures we find that the writers, | knowest.’,
| holy men of God who wrote as they | to
by the Holy|as
| Ghost, had a distinct and unwaver- | and beho

were moved upon

ing faith in

body.
The book of Job is said to be the
most ancient book of the Bible.

rd to this same doc- | came toge
in, and all men become in- |trine, that of the resurrection of the [sinews and the flesh came uypoy

I | them. Then the Lord
will read a verse or two from the 7th | to prophesy, and he
chapter. In the 9th verse we read, | commanded, and the breath can

Then the T.ord told hin
phesy upon these bones, an
e profhemed there was a noise
da Bhni(iﬂg, and the bone

ther, bone to his bone, the

them, and the skin vovered them
above, but there was no breathi
again told hir
prophesied s

““ As the cloud is consumed and van- | into them, and they lived and stw

to the
Now, that is a very
ment of Job’s,
man down to
he shall not return.
believe in the vain philosophy that
I have referred to

the

of all our guilt, and our |isheth away: so he that goeth down | upon their feet, an exceeding gre
grave shall come up no more.” | army.
plain state- | read the writings
that when a|the present time to find out wh
grave | this means.
Those who | chapter is given

Now, we have no need

of the divines:

Right in the san
e interpretation.

““These bones are the whole hou

e a great deal |of Israel: behold, they say, O

of comfort in quoting that passage | bones are dried and our hope is Jos

and also some sayings

of Solomon, | we are cut off for our
the wise man; that is he was a wise | fore prophesy and say unto then
man once, but he became a foolish | Thus saith the Lord God, Behold,!

parts. Then

man before he died, not because he | my people, I will open your grave

married more wives than one, but|and cause you to come up

out |

se he transgressed by marry- | your graves, and bring you into ti
o oo |

ge wives. Solomon in some | Land of Israel.

% speaks in the same
way as Job. But I will read a verse
from the 14th Chapter of Job.

1ael.  * - *  And sh
Fnt my sqlnt iIn you, and ve sh
ive; and I will place you in ye
own land. Then ye shall know f«

““As the waters fail from the sea, |l the Lord have spoken it, and pe
and the flood decayeth and dryeth | formed it, saith the Lord.”

up; =0 man lieth down and riseth
not,”

Now, by these testimonies that
have quoted from the Old Tests

That also is a very plain statement, | ment scriptures, we find that th
is it noi? But Job did not step here | people who lived on the earth befor
as he did in the 7th chapter, for he| the days of Jesus had some knﬂn'

continues,

“Till the heavens be no
they shall not awake, nor be
out of their sleep.

O that thou|and
wouldest hide me in the grave, that | the resurrection of the body.

ledge in regard to the future, in

re, |gard to the condition of th

it left the
in regar

spirit when
also

bod;
!
Th

d

thou wonldest keep me secret until | wise man Solomon in the Book!

the wrath be passed, that thou
wouldest appoint a sef time, and re-
member me! If a man die shall he
live again? all the days of my a
pointed time will T wait till my
change come. Thou shalt call, and
I will answer thee: thou wilt have

a desire to the work of thine hands,”” | had some idea in

Chapter xiv, 12-15.
Read

p-|

Ecclesiastes 12th chapter and 7
verse, speaking in regard to deal
after giving a very poetical descri
tion of the house we live in, sar
“Then shall the dust return to t
earth as it was: and the spirit shs
return unto God who gave it,” [
| to life aft
death, although if we read some !

again in the 19th ehapter, { his writings we might gain the ¥

where he is a little more explicit, | that man ended when his body #

commencing at the 23d verse:
“Oh that my words were now

written! Oh that they were printed | understood by the

laid down in the grave.
Now, these doctrines, which we
ple before (i

in a book. That they were graven | days of Christ are the same as i

with an iron
rock forever!

and Jead in the|lieved in by the disciples of Jes:
or I know that my | the same as Jesus taught.. We w

redeemer liveth, and that he shall | take, for instance, Jesus’ own ded

stand at the latter day upon the|ration in
my skin | in which he says:

earth. And though after

to the resurrectio
““Marvel not!

worms destroy this body, ye: in my | this; for the hour is coming, in

flesh shall I see God.”
Now, in_ the first
speaking in regard

place, Job is|shall hear his voice. An
to what we all | come forth; they that have done go

which all that are in their grav

shi

see in this world, in regard to the [unto the resurrection of life; a

common lot of mortals. fMan

they that have done evil unto ¢

lieth down and riseth not.” In |resurrection of damnation.” Or as

saying that Job had no reference to
what would take plaee in the future.
He was speaking of the common

reads in the Prophet Joseph Smit!
version,*‘they that have done good
the resurrection of the just, and th

experience of mankind. But after-|that have done evil in the resurr

ward, inspired by the spirit of pro-
pheey, he looked right down to the

tter days, in the midst of his af-
flictions, his trouble and sorrow, his
pain of body and anguish of mind,
when his friends were turned against

1 be|him—he looked down to the latter

days and wished that his words
were written and printed in a book,

hat the words were graven in the
rock with an iron pen and lead put
nto them, that they might stantP as

a witness to all future generations, !

tion of the unjust.” Now, accord:
to Christ’s own statement to hisd
ciples,all that are in their gravess
to come forth, both the. rightes
and the wicked, just as is it , taug
in the Book of Mormon. This

also in accordance with what {
prophet Daniel—another of thoses
cients who understood this doctri
—says inthe 12th chapter of !
book. He speaks of Michael and !
great trouble that shall come up
the earth in the latter daysand s1



