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officers of the Chamber of Commerce
and it wns belleved that it would bring
out a larger altendance of wmembers
than put in anappearance at the meet-
ing. However, about three score busi-
neds Men were present.

President Bimon opened the meet-
i by sayIng:
lncg;N{) O’I;ﬁ oau deny that thereisan
reat deal before ue to o If we would
rns we have in the past three
years, For the iast three yoars business
fias incressed and In some cases
doubled and trebled. One would expect
that this increase 1n buriness would
secure a reductivn in freight ratus.
W hen Mr. Gould, who was wilh us
the last few days, took the mannge-
ment of the Union Pacific he gave

£
prospe

oul hy his acticn that the rates should
be increased in certain cases to awell
the roai’s revenues. Bince I came

home I have heard nothing but com-
plaint among our merchnnts. Denver,
for instance, 18 working with a zeal
worthy of our emulation to bold its
own, ADONE the organized assocla-
tions to push Denver forward are the
trnnaportation burenu, the manufac-
turers’ bureau and others.”?

C. Io. Hall thought that a very proe-
perous aud happy time was in store
for Utah. «Zeveral years ago,’* hewsald,
téwe had a Bevery drought, while this
year the raine were abundant. The
crops are upususlly large, mining was
pever in a Mmore prosperous condition
and the wool crop is largely In excess of

ears.

pr?:i!gzs {allrond receipts for the last

ear have been st 7eral times more than
they were A feW Y6ars ngo and yet we
are paying s blgh rates as we were
when the railroads received but one-
fourth of whnt they sre getting now.
That is not the way {o build up the
Territory. YWe mustsecure our righis.
A ratlroad compsby does ot respect
anythiny that does mot have power to
it.” In unity there is astrength, and un-
less we are united they will not listen
tous. U nlessthe business men stand
shoulder to shoulder we might ns well
taltk to the winde.

W. H. Bhearman showed the disad.
vantage that Sall Lake merchantsare
under, by clting & case where a man in
agpother city uudersold him, not be-
cause he bought any cheaper than he
did, but because he got cheaper freight
l‘uh.:s. Ho had beard it said but did
pot know, that sume of the big houses
{6 this city received rebates. 1f1this is
the case the small merchants might ss
well go out of husiness and hire out as
clerks to these biy concerns. We must
have egual rates for all. Some time
ago 1 investjgnted car rates on glass-
ware, and I found that I could ship a
car through from New York to 8an
Franecisco and back to Salt Lake City
cheaper than to ship it direct. 1l we
are to succeed, we Daust have—I wili
pot say cheap rates, but ju_st rates.
There are some large institutions that
either get & rebate or are not alive to
their interesats.

Colonel Donnellan stated that about
a year ago they started u transperta-
tion bureau and they found thatit was
necessary to employ n person to give
his entire time to the husiness, and
this man must be thoreughly ac-

usinted with it. He cited Lincoln,
wb., ns a ecity that had paid a com-
missioner as high as $5000 a year, and
Denver had also paid a high salary to
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a man to protect the intecests of its
merchants. He also referred to the
complaint of Z. C. M. I.. which
brought the inter-state commiseiin to
this city. Rates then existed hy which
denims could be shipped to 8an Fran-
clsco and made up by Chinese cheap
Inbor ibnto overalls, sent back to this
city and sold at a cheaper price thang
the Z. C. M. I. could manufacture
them. The case was never allowed to
go before the commission.

General Veazey, n member of it, ex-
pressed himself as astonished at the
way this aity was discrimioated
against. He said that & oumber of
the merchants had concluded that the
citizens should rajse at least $300 a
month to employ K. P, Sears, who had
represented the merchants of Ban
Francisco in a like capacity very satia-
i factorlly, and who came highiy recom-
] mended,

8. W. Sears said: ‘[ am satisfled
Lthal vou are discriminated against
{more than any western oity. We
should not go at it In windy speeches.
My plan I8 not to declare war on Lhe
raliroads, but to go tothem and show
them how they can Luild up our buesl-
nels men by giving them such rates as
will enable them to do the business
tbat belongs to them. Did znot my
frlend Bhearman strike at the root that
helps saddle this incubus upon us? 1f
it is true that these men are slanding
in with the railroads, we shoull know
it, and have the matter settled. I
know of three officials on the SBouthern
Pacifioc who get §95,000 in yearly

sularies. What do you businuss
men get? Have you npot as
much business as they have?

The whole sentiment nf the country
is against trusts, monopolies and dis-
criminations. Any one¢ of the mer-
chants can do the work of this bureau.
It does not reguire lawyeis. He went
to Washington for the Ban Francisco
Chamber of Commerce and had money
to bire lawyers with. When he got
there he found his lawyers were re-
tnined by the railway. He went to
Commissioner Morrison and told him
the situation. Morrison told him he
did not need a lawyer. Heeaid:*Yon
know the fagts; that i3 what we want,
and we wlfl see that you are
protected.’”” The railroads comnpinin
that they dou’t earn interest on
their stock. Thelr stock didn’t cost
them anything; the roads were buiit by
the bhonds and look at the enormyun
salarjes that the people are taxed Lo
pny; three men on the Southern Pael-
flo get 385,000 a year., When Stubbs
was before the Commission he wnas
asked how much it cost to haul n tun
per mite and he unwilllngly anawered
that it eost three-eighths of a cent.
That rate included salaries, Interest
charges and all. That rate applied
to the haul from the DMissouri river
here would be $40 per care. As it is,you

y $500 2 car on first-cluss freight.

ith proper ratesyvur fleld could be ex-
tendesI to the Missouri river on the
east, to the coast ou the west and fo
the North Pacific on the porth. The
railroads will not help you to get better
rates. You want some person to helip
you who eannot be bought by the rall-
roads. He said he would like Lo ses
the large intereats back of thip move-
ment, but he was afrald they

would pot support it. If the railroads
can distrlbute judiciously $25,000 of
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pap among a few fnvored ones the rest
of you will be robbed of $475,000 a year
to make.it up.

President Bimon made an urgeat ap-
peal to the business men to put their
names on the subseription list, but
:here were only two who responded,

The President became impatient
at this and said: ! have worked
since the transportation hureau started
0 gecure redress for the merochants of
this city. If I lose another mo-
ment’saleep I would like to koow it.
If the rallroads put up therates 10 per
cent. it will serve the business wmen
right. They will ull put in their ap-
Phcat.iona for a reduction of their
‘relghte, but when it comes to putting
their names down for 4« few dollars
ithey will give ‘nury’ a cemt,”?

At Colonel Donnellan’s request
Governor West spcke. He siid he re-
grotted that more business men were
not present to hear the arguments put
forward. The matter was one of vﬂnl
interest to, them. The vfficers of the
Chamber had shown untiring zeal apd
had done eflective work for the city’s in-
torest. The railronds ought to be in
hearty aecord with the business men of
this city. Look at what had already
been accotnplished. SBuppose the Z. C.
M. 1. had not been successful in their
altorts agaiust the rajlronds, could they
have run their factory? How long
can you maintain a city here with sach
discriminations practiced against you?
These thiugs benefit the whole com-
munity. These factories and whole-
pale houses employ men who spend
their wages with other merchants.
Withvut these Industries you can’t
keep what you’ve got.  The plan pre-
sented is the only wise, disgreet one.
Whant I8 everybody’s businves is no
one’s. Heaaid the movement should
pot be dropped because only a
fow men were here. He thought it
could better be accomplished hy means
ol a committee to soliclt subscrintions.
In regard to the supgestion that some
firme in the eity are receiving favors
pot accurded to other merchants, he
suid they were acting ill-advisedly and
were not getting what they thought
they were, bucause what hurts the
community hurts them. aud what
hurts the individual hurig the gom-
munity. Push this matter and 1t will
he like the schoolbo¥’s snmowhball. [t
will grow,and the railroads will see that
it is to their interest to lowerour
frelgiit rales. ’

J. B, Walden called attention to the
fact that many business men were nb-
sent from the city and instead of
dropping the matter then and there it
wouHi he better to continue the matter
until their return.

Spencer Clawson sald that citles, like
indi1vidunle, are known by their enter-
j rise and associations. Twenty years
ago the Missouri River region was like
a desert. Today there ure eseveral
citive there with oyer 100,000 popula-
tion. What caused this great develop-
ment? The enterprise of the cliizens.
A few years ago the business men of
Salt Lake ity started a move to get
shipping rates, and the room for the
meeting could not bold all who wanted
to tnke part. Heveral raiiroad men at-
tended the meeting and the result was
that they got rates which enabled
them to ship as far north as Pocatello
and as far south Az Nephi. 1t waa
not long, however, untii the:e rates



