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coniciences of men nor force them |
to obey his behests; it is a matter|
of free grace, it is a matter of free!
will.. Well, though they think they
have a right to interfere with us, we
do not think we have a right to in-
terfere with them. And I do not
think we do. There is a number of
institutions here in this city, Catho-
lies, Episcopalians, - Presbyterians,
Methodists, Baptists, ete., and I do
not know how many more, quite a |
pile of them. If they think they are |
right L am quite willing they should
think so. 1 do not wish to interfere
with them. Who interferes with
their buildinz meeting houses? Who
interferes with their worship?
If there is anything of this
sort I do not know of it; I hope I
shall not know of it; I hope never
to hear of such things. believe
that allmen have the privilege of
worshiping God according to the
dictates of theéir own conscience, and
then I think we possess just the
sameright; and when they depart
from this principle and wish to cur-
tail us of our rights they are violat-
ihg the spirit and genius of the in-
stitutions of our common country,
and also those of the kingdom of hea-
ven with which we are associated.
They are also violating those good
+ feelings that ought to exist between
man and man, hrother and brother,
and they are interfering with things
that in no wise belongs to them.
Now, then, here is the ground that
we stand on in a religious capacity.
If I can find a way and you can find
4 way, whereby we can approach
our God and have him for our guide,
our teacher and instructor, if they
cannot do ity it is none of their busi-
ness what we do. They have no-
thing to do with it, it is none of
their business in any way whatever,
and any interference is an intef. r-
ence with the legitimate rights and
inherent principles that belong to
humanity.
Well, so far as they stand on their
ﬁleatfarm and we on ours, they may
Methodists, they may be t’resby-
terians; all right. They may get u
their revival meetings and thin
they are doing a great deal of good;
all right, and so far as they teach
moral principles, and do npot
epart from truth, all right. So far
as they obey the laws of the land,
all right; we have nothing fo do
with them. Have you? Has the
the City? Has the Territory? No.
Well, then, we will go a little fur-
ther. By being here we become an
in | part of the government of
the United States, as a Territory.
Very well. Here is another thing
we were talking about. Is that the
government of God? Not quite, but
1t 1s the government we are living
under, and if they treat us right and
extend to us any kindness we appre-|
ciate that. If they treat us wrong,
we think it is not according to cor-
rect principles. We think as Amer-
lcan citizens we ought to receive all
the privileges equally with other
Pcople; we think we ought to -be al-
owed to worship God accerding to
the dictates of our conscience and
protected in our worship. So far,
then, as I have said bfore, we are
on a level. Now, then, we are on
thesame ground in regard to politi-
cal circumstance. We are under
the United States, but the United
States is not the kingdom of God.
It does not profess to be, It does
not proiess to be under his rule, nor
his government, nor his authority.
Yet we are expected as citizens
of the United States to keep the
laws of the United States, and hence
we are, as I said before, an integral

part of the government. Very
well,  what is expected of]
us? That we observe its

laws, that we conform to its usages,
that we are governed by good and
wholesome principles, that we main-
tain the Jaws in their integrity and
that we sustain the government,
and we ought to do it. But there is
a principle here that I wish to speak
about. - God dictates in a great mea-

sure the affairs of the nations of the |

earth, their kingdoms and govern-
ments and  rulers and those that
hold dominion. He sets up one and
puts down another, according to his
will. That is an old doctrine, but it
is true fo-day. Have we'Governors?
have we a president of the United
States? have we men in authority?
Yes. Is it right to traduce their
characters? No, it is not. Is it right
for us to oppose them? No, it is not.
Is it right for them to traduce us?
No, it is not. Isit right for them to
Oppress us in any way? No, it is not.
We ought to pray for these people,
for those that are in authority, that
they may be led in!the right way,
that they may be preserved from
evil, that they may administer the

vernmont in righteousness, and
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is the position we oeccupy. But we 1 should like to obey the laws of the
are placed in a uliar position in | United States, if we could do- it. 1f
some things. They—I was going to | they could only tell us how to get
say in their wisdom, but I will say | out of the dilemma they have placed
in their folly, and I hope they will | usin we should be very much ob-
of God, to the church and kingdom |excuse me, for I leok upon it in that | liged to them, we really should like
of God, or to his people, are intro-| way—have passed certain laws try- tolilet out of it. But we have had
duced, and whenever we are sought{ing to interfere with us in our opera- | no hand in either of these things.
to be made the victims of tyranny | tions in religious aflairs. Well, we|{ We had no hand in making the
or oppression, that the hand of God | cannot help that. I told you a while | commandment that God has given

will receive the approbation of hea-
ven. Well, what else? Then we!
ought to pray for ourselves that
whenever any plans or devices or
contrivances or opposition to the law

will that be brought about if you do
not pitch in? We need not do this.
There is lplenty that will piteh inj.
there will be plenty } trouble by
and by ' without our interference,
when men begin to tear away one
lank®™after another out of the plat-
orm of constitutional liberty; there
willnot be much ‘to ‘tie to. And
how will you get along with them?

may be over us and over them to|ago—and you bdlieve me, this con- | to his ple, and we have had no|We will leave them to ge$ alon
ralyze their acts and protect us,|gregation believes me with very few | hand in making the law of the|with themselves. And how will"
for as it is written,the wrath of man | exceptions—that God had introduced | United States pertaining to these|that be? We ‘are told the wicked

and mstituted this Church, that he
was the founder of it, that it ema-
nated from him, the doectrines, ordi-
nances, principles, government,
priesthood, authority, and all that

ertains to it emanated from him;we

ad nothing to do with it. Joseph
Smith had nothing todo with it,
only as a ive worker in the
hands of the Lord. Brigham Young
had nothing to do with it only acting
in that eapacity. I have nothing to
do with it, nor my brethren of the
Twelve. God revealed it. I cannot
help it. Can you? Can any one?
Now, then, how can this le that
have been received into this Church |
in the way that I have spoken of,
and have actually received com-

shall slay the wicked, but says the
Lord: “Itis my business|to take
ecare of my Saints.”  God will stand
by Israel, and Zion will triumph
and this work will go on until the
kingdom is established and all na-
tions bow to its standard.

May God bless you. May he lead
you in the path of " light, is _
prayer in the name of Jesus Christ,
Amen. .

things. We feel very desirous to
keep the laws of the ‘land if they
would only let us; but we should
pray our Father in heaven that he
might preserve them from making
laws that we cannot conscien tiously
keep without violating our conscien-
ces and transgressing the law of
God, and if they do we shall be un-|
der the necessity of leaving them in
the hands of God for him to deal
with them as he may deem pro-
per, and we will put our trust in
the livin% God and risk the conse-
quences let them be what they
may. -
Now, these are our feelings
on this point. Is it well to tell
these feelings? Yes. We want to

shall praisé him, the remainder of
wrath shall he restrain.

Now, we in Utah here are under
the government of the United States;
We are a very little portion of it. It
is tfrue we have our legislators, we
have our probate judges, we have
our marshals, constables, ete., we
have our city charters, ete., ete., and
certain immunities and privileges of
this kind. Well, shall we be govern-
ed by them? Yes. Shall we obey
the law? Yes. Shall I as a citizen
of this city obey the laws of this
city?  Yes. Shall I cause trouble or
speak evil of the mayor or city coun-
¢il or any of the administrators of
the law? No, I ought to pray for
them that they may lead aright and

FARM FOR SALE.
NE. FAEM OF 160 ACR¥S IN DEWFEY-
“ville, Box Flder Co, Utah, on U. N. R
K., for sale very cheap.  For tevins, apply to
f. Peterson of said place. - W
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administer justice equitably and act | munication from God by the laying | be frank and open and ecandid and .
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children of our Father in heaven
without guilt, without treachery,
without fraud of any kind. Let us

blooming with immortality and
eternal lives, and are in possession
of a hope that enters within the veil

for whom they operate. Am I a cit-
izen of the United States? Yes, and
I ought to feel the same toward

. .

|and all men here swear fealty

them.

Well, now, there are some import-
ant points come in here. AsI have
said, we are a very small portion of
this government. Now, do we wish
to overthrow the government. 1
think not. I think we do not. Do
we wish to cause them trouble? Not
that T know of. 1 EKnow we are ac-

cused of - that; but it is not
true. These statements are not
correct. Our religion, however, dif-

fers from the religion of many
others, and as 1 said before, while
they look for liberty to worship God
as they please;, they do not want
us to possess the same privileges.
There i8 nothing new in this; but
because of this have they a right to
interfere with the institutions of
which we have become a part? Do

not our legislators, our governors,
not

ness, crime, murder, and bloodshed

only to the Territory, but to the
United States, and =ay they will
support the Constitution, laws, and
institutions thereof? They do. This

|

whither [Christ has gone—can you
uproot that from the mind of this
people? No, no power on earth, no

wer in heaven, nor all the com-
ined nations of the earth can do it;
God planted it there, man cannot
take it away, and men are foolish in
frying to attempt it. Very well.
But they do try to interfere with us
under a pretence that we are very
wicked here. Well, it is enough to
make a person laugh sometimes,
when we think about these things,
and enough to make us sorry when
we know of the hy pocriey,lascivious-

that prevail in this nation and other
nations to hear them talk to us ahout
our morality. We know when they
talk in that way that they are hypo-
crites, We know that they know
better when they tell these things
to the world. %

Now,then.the United States pass a
law thata manshall not marry wives

according to the order that God has
revealed. Now it isa fact that we

be sincere worshippers of God and
believers in him and in his law.
But do we pm])me to govern or in-
terfere, or rebel against the govern-
ment of the United States? Ne, we
do not. That is not in ‘the pro-
ramme. Has God given us a law?

es. Havé they made a law to
gunish us for obeying his law?

‘ez, All right, we will get along
and do the best we can, but we
won’t forsake our God, and all those
who are willing to abide by "the|
law of God signify it by raising the
right hand (unanimous vote). Now,
these are our feelings, and we will
try and keep them. But will you
fizht against the United States?
No we will not. Well, how will
these things be brought about?
Don’t you expect that the kingdoms
of this world will become the king-
doms of our God and his Christ?
Yes I do, a3 much [as I believe I
am speaking w you and you are
hearing me, and I not only believe
it but know it. Well, now, how

|
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