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THE OCEANS GREAT
MISTAKE

A SHORTsnort time ago we replied to
somebomee errors which appeared in enan
editorial in the chicago inter ocean
concerning the election laws of
utah the woman suffrage as-
sociationso was ridiculed by the chi-
cago paper for objecting to the dis
franchifranchie ementbement of the women of
utah the inter oceanodean taking the
ground that the proposed legislation
wasatvasalwabwas almedaimedmed against polygamy we
proved that thiathis was a mistake be-
cause under the edmunds law all
polygamists both male and female
and including every personron who had
utat anytimeany tima lived iirthin thee
relation wemwere already prevented
from voting and therefore the pro-
posed abolition of woman stiffeustagerage
in utah was aimed against women
not personally connected with poly-
gamy

thetha inter ocean made somebome aas-
sertionssertions in regard to the utah wo-
man suffrage law which we showed
were incorrect for instance it ad-
ded to it a section of an altogether
different law passed eighteen years
previously the object being to
make it appear that women under
twenty one years of age could vote
in utah providing only that they
were married we pointed out this
unfair and erroneous method of as-
sault and explained the true status
of the law

now comes the inter ocean with
an answer to the news and says
lwewe quoted thetha territorial suffrageBaffirageraga
actsot exactly as it is given in the toro
cords and to ouroun statement that
the added section has no referencerefe rencerenca
to the right of suffrage that paper
saysbays

af we give the statement for what
it isia worth remarking that it has
been asserted time and time again
that hundreds of mormon women
have voted under cover of the
clause allali minorsminona obtain their ma-
jorityI1 by marriage we ask thothe
NEWS if these statements arotire true
have mormon women under age
ever voted in utah if not it wiliwill
be easy to say soaiso

awewe insist that we publiapublishedlied the
tMmormonormon suffrage law word for
word as it is given in the reference
books we reassertre assert that proposed
legislation against this law isagainst
polygamy and not against woman
suffrage 11

it will beba observed that the inter
ocean does not meet our statement
fairly and Equasquarelyrelyroly we found no
fault with itsils quotation of the
woman suffrage act what we ob-
jected to was the addition to it of a
section of another law which has no
connection with or application to it
this the inter ocean dossdoes not deny
suppose an act is passed defining a
crime and fixing its panalty and in
quoting it an editor should clip out
a clause from a law passed eighteen
bewsyews previously lain reference to a
totally different offence and tack it
on to his first quotation for the pur-
pose of sustaining an argument
against it aud when corrected
should maintain that he had quoted
the first named law word for word
how much honesty would therothere be
in such a course and what would
hlahid argument bedworthbe worth

we repeat that the law defining
the responsibility of minors and us-
ing the age at which majority shall
be reached for the purpose
of making legal contracts has
nothing whatever to do with
the law passed eighteen yeumyeunyears
afterwards providing that one
of the qualifications of a woman
voter shall bobe that she must be of
the age of twenty one yearsyeara tech-
nically thothe inter ocean has quoted
the woman suffrage law as it ap-
pears on the statute book actually
and morally it bashas falsefaise fledfied thothe re-
cord by adding to it something that
does not belong there in any sense
or for any purpose and which was
attached by theohe inter oceanmccan to con-
vey an impression contrary to the
intent otof the law and contrary to
the practice

and now letietletusus contrast the bear-
ings of the two enactments the
law of 1852 provides that for thetha
purpose of making valid contracts
minorsminora shall reach their majority by
marriage the law of 1870 provides
that women may vote andd that
among other qualifications they must
bobe twenty one years of agonao nothing
Isia said in the latter law about
majority 31 the word Is not

used in it the definite minimum
age ofdf a woman voter Is stated
what legitimate connectionconnect lortlork cancar beba i

claimed for the two enactments
nonenona whatever they are for sepa-
rate and distinct purposes and one
hashab no bearing0 or effect upon the
other

but wowe are asked to state whether
mormon women under age have

ever voted in utah and we are
told that if not it is eabyeasy to bayany

9 indeed could thothe editor of
the Inferinter Odean answer the ques-
tion havohave any gentile male per-
sons voted underageunder age in chicago if
soBO he must be very familiar with
thetho birth and doings of a great many
people whom he has never met
we can answer thetho question truth-
fully in this way bosa far as we are
aware there has been no such vot-
inginn r butiabutbul if there has been it was
contrary to the law and to the gen-
eral understanding the
dispute is the law not its violation
thothe inter ococeanearteari tried to make it
appear that the law allows voting
by minor women whereas the law
prohibits it butcut to make the mat-
ter still plainer we refer to the regi-
stration act of thia territory un-
derder that no woman can vote unless
shebhe swears that bheshe laIs twenty one
years of age

how much moromore binding can
the law be made we think
that it is followed implicitly
we have every reason to believe
that women in utah do not attempt
to register or vote whether they are
married or single if under twenty
one years of ageago the question has
beonbean asked in times past if they had
thothe right to do soezo and invariably
answered to the contrary I1ina the pub-
lio

pub-
lic prints and the central commit-
tee of the peoples party have div
en general instructions
on this and other points of law in
regard to elections the position of
ththee inter ocean in reference to it is
an error the source from which it
derived its supposupposedbedzed information
wabwaa wilful and deliberate falsehood

now as to its insistenoa that tha
proposition to disfranchise the wom-
en of utah is against polygamy and
not against woman suffrage no
women are now permitted to vote in
ututah who area re or ever have beanbeen
plural wives to disfranchise the
present voters then cannot beba a
movement against polygamy and
must be agaagainstinist woman suffrage and
thathat nionealone the edmunds law was
directed against polygamy in that
it digdisfranchised both men and wom
cd practically connected therewith
but the new edmunds bill proposes
to disfranchise the women who are
not in polygamyyandand does not propose
to disfranchise the non
men therefore it certainly Is against
woman and not against
polygamy the zmerinfer mccan may
insist allail it pleapieapleasesbesleg and may as-

sert and reassertre assertesmert its illogical and
disingenuous statementstatements but the
plain facts and thetha inevitable con-
clusionscluciu are against it and we rea

ask that it will put thisthia
matter right before its reareadersderso and
not suffer the keskea into which it
has fallen further to deceive that
considerable portion of the public
which is13 influenced by its utter
ances

THE DEBATE ON THE
FOLLYPOLLY

wnWE publish todayto day the report in the
congressional eccardrecord of the debate
on the substitute bill introduced by
senator edmunds in place of the
originalorbanael bill understood to have been
drafted by the district attorney for
ftputahb but which was too laibaiba 1 inia
principle and constructconstructionon even for
the senator from vermont

thetha dispute turned chiefly on the
suffrage question and thetho lament-
able ignorance of our national legis
latora on the utah question was
again manifested mr edmunds
acknowledged that he derived hishib
alleged information from a number
of the commissioners who recently
visited utah and who spent most
of their time tnin this city it was to
the effect that woman suffrage here
is a sufisullsuffrageragenage of servitude that
the women here vote as their lords
and masters require them to bojdojdo bobe
they many or few 1 I in reresponseposecoee to
the suggestion of mr morrill that
if the gentilo woman did vote one

wife would not counterbalance sixbix
mr edmunds said that ia13 true
enough all of this goes to prove
that thetiie senators named were ig-
norant of the effects of mr edmunds
bill of last session which tooklook
the ballot away from all the
gamio wives as well asaa the poly
gamio husbands even mr hoarwhile arguing rationally against the
the principle of thothe bill seemed at
first to be unaware of the fact that

male and femalefemales had
been practically disfranchised in
utah although he afterwardsaftenafter wards called
attention to this fact

the pretended object of the meas-
ure laIs the of polygamy 3

but itsita real object was letiet out by
air edmunds in replying to mr
floarhoar and that Is to cripple the
sMmormonstormonormon church and to put the

political power of the territory into
the hands of the few to the detri-
ment of the many senator ed-
munds laIs a great expounder of rep-

ublican principles according to the
theories of his party laIs it not a
queer kind of republicanism tomake
lawslawa for the express purpose of de
strayingying popular government in an
or d anu of turn
ing over all political power to a smalsmall
minority of its citizens

butnut the vermont senator
gives hishia whole argument away
by stating that if the 19 mormon
women could have the arco exer
cisa of their opinions they should
have the right to vote and if they
had not that right he would give it
to them he assumes that the

Mormon women to
vote as their lords and masters di-
rect yet admits that he has not
been able to get at their real opin-
ions although hohe thinks the com-
missionersmissmits lonersners have now the evidence
nilnii goes to prove that the mormon
women vote just as they desire
the absolutely secret ballot Is their
protection no one can tell how
they vote there Is nothing to pre-
vent them from voting as they
please there is no evidence to the
contrary except the bald asserasEerassertiontion of

the commissioners who know no
more about the real opinions of the

mormon women man
edmunds does for they never took
thepains toenquire the mormon
women vote with their husbands
fathers and brothers becauselecause they
are of the same opinions thoythey are
one with them bath in religion and
politics attendance at the en-
thusiasticshufthusiaar c political meetings ofcf the
peoples party held in this territory
last fall in which women took part
and applauded as much asaa the men
would hayehave convinced anyadvany one with
eyes and ears and common sense
that what wowe have stated is correct
and if senator edmunds thinks
women could be compelled by
their husbands to vote in a certain
way or at all against their will he
knows very little of female human
nature

butbat his ideas spring from a mis
taken notion that la13 that the very
nature of woman revolts at poly-
gamy it is notnolt nature but tradi-
tion and training that excite such
revolt he does not understand
99 mormon polygamy nor the views
of the mormon women the st
loulslouis Berepublicanpublican rayssays on this point

rhethe mormon women outnumber
the men they could vote poly-
gamy out of exitexistenceteneetence tomorrowto morrow if
they would but it isid evident they
do not wish to they havohave volun
tartly chosen their lot thayknew
what mormonism was beforebelore they
embraced it the greater number
have comecomme all thetho way from europe
to espouse it they have never pro-
tested nor attempted to protest
against it on the coneoncontrarytnary so far
as we are able to gather they are
not only submissive under their
condition but contented with it
and opposed to any change in it
they are stout advocates of poly-
gamy and will of their own free
choice vote for it on every occasion
it may be hard for persons living
outside of mormonism to understand
this but the fact stands out in suchsueh
plnininplainalnkin view that we cannotcannoa ignore
it

the truth Is that thetho legislators
who attempt the most to regulate
utah affairs know the least about
them they are only the dupes of
rascals who stuff them fullfuli of false-
hoods and prevail upon them to
father the schemes concocted by ad-
venturers who want to control the
affairs olof this territory however
the schemers must feel considera-
bly flattened out by senator ed-
munds emphatic opposition to their
pet plot to which all their conspir-
acies gravitate the establishment
of aLegislative Commission torfor utah
that is too outrageous oveneven for him
he will have none of it although
claimingI1 without advancing aann
argument to sustain it thetho authori-
ty of Concongressgressgreas to legislate for a terr-
itory as absolutely as for the dis-
trict of columbia hohe cannot go to
the length of placing legislative
powers for utah into the hands of a
few persons irresponsible to the peo
pie he says citc it cannot bobe done

senator blair takes the really con-
stitutionalst position in relation to
this matter that is admitting for
thetho time being that congress halihas

any right to regulate the domestic
affairs odan organized communityHe
holds that thetha right of suffrage once
lawfully exercised cannot be taken
away without conviction for crime
and thusthua proclaims the illegality of
the of the commissioners
by which citizens of utah not only

but clearly untainted of
any offenseoffence against the laws have
been prevented from exercising the
right of suffrage

the report of the debate unlike
much of0 the matter which ap-
pears in the congressionalCongre record
isia worth reading and to all impar-
tial minds will show the shallow
basisbasia on which inimical legislation
is proposed for utah

SINGULAR senatorial
REASONseasoningsINOS

THEtue debate in the united states
senate over mr Ededmundsmundaymundal latest
piece of anti republican legislation
to the report of which we again bursur
render much of our space developed

bomssoma singular logic senator ed-
munds position briefly defined on

the clause for the disfranchisement
of the women of utah wwaswaaas that
because they do not vote in the
way that the senator desires they
ought not to vote at all and when
asked why hohe did not extend this
principle and disfranchise the men
for the same reason he replied that
this would destroy local government
and prevent the election of a legis-
lature he claimed to have for his
object thothe suppression of polygamy
and asaa a means of accomplishing it
hohe wanted to disfranchise women
who are not in polygamy

senator logan did not want to
consider whether woman suffrage
was right or wrong to investigate
thothe charges thatthas both men
and women in utah are un-
der duress in political matters
or hesitate over ttoeile mmatteralter1 at all
but desired to strike at mormon-
ism 12 to extirpate it and cut it out
by the rotero te to destroy the power of
the mormon church and waswab
not particular how it was done he
would make cuniuniversalversal destruction
of it at one blow

benatorsenator jones of florida made
an extended argument on the power
of congress over the territories
which helae claimed to be absolute
on some pointed questions being
put by senator vestvests he had to ad-
mit that this power is limited that
congress cannot puspass for any territ-
ory an exposi facto law or billbui olof
attainder or deprive him of liberty
or property without due process of
law that in fact its authority is
limited by the constitution and
the restrictions of that instrument
apply to the powers of congress over
the territories and yet he argued
that Concongressgreesgrebb could take away the
vested political rights of the people
deprive them of legislative powers
long exercised and destroy every
feature of republican government
in a tcterritoryeltoryrl tory all of which would be
in violation of the supreme jaw of
the land

reference was made to thathe action
of the general government in regard
to florida when that territory
was acquired by the united states
A sort of preliminary government
was organized by which ihotho legisla-
tive power was vested in the gover-
nor and thirteen persons residents
of the district applinappointedted by the pre-
sident and bonstebonato of the united
states bat this was afterwards set
aside and the people were allowed to
elect their own assem
bly as they had the right to do but
senator jones claimed the same
power for congress over the territ-
ories as over the district of colum-
bia and aallali11 the proof he could ad-
duce to sustain his position was the
exercise of that power he did not
quote a line from the constitution
which be contended confers that au-
thoritytho rity for thothe simple reason that
he could not his argument was
that congress had used that power
and therefore they had the right to
use it logic indeed

it doesdees not matter itif every benatorsenator
agreed withmcjonesmr jones and would not

quarrel with EdmundsMr on the
powers of congress that would not
alter taht the exerciseexeresercise of
absolute popowerpoweniverever over the territories
is an assumption and that the con-
stitutionutiondicu not only confers no such
authority but accooeaccordingling to eestab-
lished

s tab
dished rules of interninterpretation foforbidsrbld s
it in that the exclusive jurisdiction
of congress is specially extended
only to the district of columbia and
the forts arsenals dockyardsdock yards and
similar property of the united states 1

and this excludes everything eleeele

we havahavo not space totodaydaydav to en-
large on this subject but we desira
that those who read the report of
the debatodebate may be able to discern
the falfaifallacieslachslacks and percperceiveelveeive the singu-
lar 16logicgioglo of the learned legal gentle
men who supported the now defeat

ied edmunde attempt against the
libertilbertlibertiesfezlez of the people of utah

THE DEBATE CONTINUED

TIIEtile debate on thothe newsew Edmunedmundsdandbr

bill was renewed inia the united
states senate uscs in commitcommitteeweetee
of thothe whole on friday feb-
ruary the amendment
offered by mr blairbiair warwnm after
a short discussion rejected by a vote
of 37 against 616 absent 8333 senator
blairbiair himself not being present
the amendment of mr hoar was
then considered and ztat his request
section 8 of the existing edmunds
law polygamists
bigamistsblabigamists and persons cohabiting
with more thanthen one woman was
read by thothe under secretary

mr hoar it appears therefore
that the reasonremon ivenivan by the sena-
tor from vermont in favor of the ex-
isting section that the women in
that territory would vote as hohe de-
scribed it asaa their lords and masters
wished falls us if that phrase is to
be understood as describing mormon
women because by the present law
those who are married according to
the mormon practices arearo excluded
and nilnii persons who come within
the description of polygamists or
bigamistsbiga mists so tha present section
becomes not a criminal law leveled
at certain gross and most disreputa-
ble criminal practices providing for
the means of proof and punishment
but the senator brings forward a blibili
prohibiting the people of utah from
exercising the prerogative exercised
in every other territory to wit that
of prescribing qualifications for their
voters within innocent and proper
limits and provides that the women
now enjoying the privilege of voting
there shall not vote on no other
ground except the bellefbeliefbelief that they
will vote inainnin a particular way in the
belief that they will vote undera par-
ticular durees might
beaboabe a proper for the interference
of Congress but thorothose who are expoekpoexpos-
ed to that duress are prohibited now
and it proposes to make that general
and extend it to nilnii women of
course only including in the effect
of the enactment those who are not
under mormon duress onen the avow-
ed and undisguised ground that they
will not votevota in thothe mode which is
desired in this particular by the au-
thors of the bill
itbeemsbeem to mome that this is a vio-

lation of soundbound constitutional princi-
ples and that it is equally unjust 1

1

flable whether we approve of suf-
frage being extended to womenromen or
not

mr logan mrhir president I1 pro
boeaposa to give very briefly my reasons
for voting for the substitute report-
ed by the committee on thetha judici-
ary with the seventh section in
that the senator from malmaimassachus-
etts

archus
proposes to strike out I1 voted for

the law that was read at the clerkcleresa
desk depriving persona who fracfrae
tica polygamy eitherelther men or WOMBwomen
in the territory of utah of the right
to votetote or hold office I1 did that as
a step in the direction at least of
trying to0 reform if possible cr
change in somosome way thothe irfluenceinfluence
of the priesthood upon the people of
utah it does not beemseem to have hhadad
the desired effect

I1 believe that polygamy as prac-
ticed in utah or as practiced any-
where but we are dealing with
utah and as applicable to the peo-
ple of this country IsIP if I1 may useuee
such an expression a cancer upon
the body politic there is but one
wayvay to deal with itaitsit and that is to
put the knife to the roots of it and
cut it out and destroy it there is
no character of legislation within
the purview and meaning of tho
constitution of the united states
thatthit would bo calculated to suppress
polygamy in that or any other terr-
itory that I1 would nonot vote for

this is not a strike Asaa has been
said at the right to vote it Is not
a question whether female suffrage
is right or whether female suffrage
laIs wrong it is not a question in
this bill ass to whether the principle
0off ffemaleema1e susuffrageffrage mlmightght bbee appliedrplied
inn Mmassachusettsa sachue et ts or inin Nnewew hamp-
shire or in my own state and
whether it Isia correct or incorrect itis13 bringing the question before con-
gress as to what we may or can do to
influence and affect the practice of
polygamy


