
0

DESERET WEEKLY
mountain region unless a check
waswall put upon the growlgrowingrig disposition
toward pride and overindulgenceover indulgence in
worldly pleasure it was easy to un-
derstandderstand what the development would
lead tolo classes would grow up on the
basis of wealth and there would con

be a decline in the strength
of the common bond of sympathy
without which no community can be
essentially christian

As a means of chcheckingefting the growing
tendency opposed to the real genius
odthe community of saints organiza-
tions were formed under the title of

societies A leading ob-
jectjentofof these associations as implied
by the name was to use an influence
agaiagainstjust extravagance in methods of
living and in favor of dress reform
etc aney finally merged into what
have been for a long time known as
young ladies mutual improvement
associations it is not improbable

the change of title the lead-
ing original objects of those initiative
societies have been to some extent lost
sight of if this be so then the pres-
ent is a time when they could to be
again brought to the front with profit

the reason why we urge the neces-
sity of this slsubjectabject receiving attention
as a demand of the times is because
there never was an era in the history
of the saints when there was a larger
percentage of them disposed to divide
into distinctive classes among many
worldly pride projects conspicuousconspicuouslyi n
their social conductso glaringly i t
ateaim observer can see it without eej
display and glitter is with thethem e
artier of the day hence the hecei baity
of some movement that will turn the
tide in favor of retrenchment it would
be a great boon financially morally
and religiously

we have named finance as among
the three interests affected by
the prevailing spirit at the times
the situationtion of the money market
tsIs such that almost everybody is18 com-
plainingplaining about it of course there are
numbers who are always flush of
means and they can perhaps bestbeat
afford to take the initial steps in the
desired direction not perhaps that
they should expend lesslees but they
might in many instances make a less
ostentatious display of their social do-
ings and thus cease to feed the spirit of
vanity and emulation iniii people less
able to afford and
living every person who makes glar-
ing manifestations of costly and
fashionable expenditures works an
injury upon and is a menace to the
welfare and peace of his poorer neigh-
bor every man by his example be it
good or bad begets his likeness in
othersolbers who imitate hisbis course

speaking from a moral standpoint
it Is merely necessary to state that
history has proved beyond successful
contradiction that when a people run
extravagantly in the direction orof pride
and pleasure seeking they ultimately
lose that finer and higher estimate of
exalted virtue which characterizes a
great community or nation A strong
tendency toward the frivolous is a dan-
gerous indication the present in-
creasing disposition in the direction of
devotion to pleasure and extravagance
has a disrupting effect in families
wise and conservative parents pesee its
rapid development toin their children
theyhey warn them againstagain lt the adamo

notions are resisted the result is too
frequently estrangement and flagrant
clients of children toward pa-
tents of course these things only as-
sume an aspect of importance to those
who observe reflect and reason but
their weight can scarscarcelyeely be overesti-
mated
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from a religiouslous standpoint the
effectseffiects of the increasing tendency of
the times cannot be consistently
viewed otherwise than with the deep-
est concern some of the social features
now growing in the community are
directly anti christian the spirit of
pride undue worldliness frivolity
simply means proportionate decay of
the spirit of the gospel A nyay person
who is in any degree familiar with the
genius ofbf the plan of salvation under-
stands the correctness of this propo-
sition it is impossible to serve two
mastersmastersl antagonistic to each other

we are in line with the wishes of a
largolarge numberdumber of thoughtful and ob-
servant latter day paintssaints when we
express a desire to see inaugurated a
resolute movement against pride and
extravagance

commendable WORK

THE st joseph nomo gazette moral
izes181 8 acost the influence of IMormormonMOD
proselyters and repeats the old and
stupid story about their going to the
poorer classes in europe and promis-
ing luxury to people to whom plenty
hasbaa been afara far off dream and we
are told that the ignorant flock in
droves to the land of promise abow
ever ttattee gazette adadmitsmite that I1 they find
abundance at length and sayssaye

the mormonscormons are always prosperous
wherever they are this much is to be
said in their favor they will take the
most unpromising soil and turn in into a
gargardendenbyby thrift hard work and good
management shrewdness and industry
would accomplish the same results for
the mormon victims anywhere else if
they had these qualities

would not a little consistency be a
good thing for the gazette and other
papers in touching on this question
what kind of victims I are they to
whom plenty has always been a far
off dreon and who are induced to
c c flock I1inn ddrovesroves from povertyto places
where they prosper and find abund-
ance anuana itif they reach it by thrift
hardbard work and good managermanagementnent 22 is
not that far better than the pauper sys-
tem which encourages idleness and
promotes moral decay

there are no droves of ignorant
people flocking to utah but every year
a few hundreds of latter day faintsabuts
who believe this Is their proper gather-
ing place come here irom re-
ligious motives temporal adadvan-
tages

van
if adythanythinging being entirely

of a secondary inducement to them
they work hard have many trials at
first but if they remain and persevere
they are always prosperous PY and gain

abundance at length 1 they do
take unpromising soil and turn it into

a gargardendenV and tois not all this praise-
worthy Isisitit not of advantage bothbotitoto
the country and to the new comers
and if so who are the victims
who is injured who is deceived

does it not strike those editors what
fill up every now and then with

some hastybasty expressions of illIII will to
thesethem mormon proselyters thatthai they

contradict their own conclusions by
their own admissions A re-
ligion that takes the 11 ignor-
ant poorpoorly from helplessness in
the old world and transforms them to
thrifty hardworking and prosperous
citizens of the new world seems to us
a pretty good kind of religion it is
practical elevating and beneficial to
all parties concerned it helps the
land from which the conconcertserts come
it buijs up the countrycountrv where they
settle and it raises the individuals to
a higher and more independent plane
and secures to them the plenty which
they never bad before except in
dreams

but after all there is a good deal of
exaggeration in these statements about

mormon methods and the cold facts
bear little resemblance to them nor-
mon

mor-
mon proselyters do not makes these
rosy promises but they preach the
gospel of christ and the colconvertsiverts
when they are able voluntarily gather
with their fellow church members and
help to build up zion 11 they are
diee agents but their religion teaches
them industry economy and unity
and they succeed in colonizing and in
self support therefore the work that
is done by the mormononlY proselyters
is deserving rather of the commenda-
tion than the sneers of the press of the
united states

INJUSTICE TO THE MORMONS

THE new york truth seeker in a re-
cent editorial couples the decision of
judge zane in the church property
casecame and his article in the forum on
the mormon question it endorses
the latter and disagrees with the for-
mer it thinks the forum article

shows conclusively that applying the
law to the mormonscormons and not to other
christian sects is an act of infamous
iDinjusticejustice 19

rhes may be quite true but a judge
on the bench has toadminister the law asaa
as hebe finds it and cannot change it in
the interests of justice his honor ex-
pressed his opinion as to the impro-
priety of escheating the parsonage
known asaa the gardo house but had to
comply with the decision of a higher
court in reference to the case

the truth71 uth seeker makes some quo
lations from the lorumforum article and
says

the only reason that the authorities
can jaive for breaking up the mormon
church is that its members were immo-
ral in icingcing ppolygamy with any
other Xdoctrine of tothe church the state
has admittedly nothing to do but this
institution hashaa been abandoned and the
mormonscormons are now like other sects ex-
cept that they are a little better morally
than most christiansChristiChristiamsanas 14

these are the people whose property
is atken away from them while the other
sects not a whit more virtuousvirtuons may keep
theirstheirs laia the catholics Episcoepisco

and methodists each own several
hundred dollars norih of property in
salt lake city alone but no effort is made
to confiscate it by the pr ting attor-
neys jtthis treatment of the ons shows
cconclusively that poly a as not their
only sin they opopposedased thehe christian
church by being more christian than the
christians and they had to be put down
polygamy was a good club to beat them
down with but now that it has been re-
moved the mormonscormons ought to be given
the same chance that other sects have


