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mountain region, Unless a check
was put upon the growing disposition
toward pride-and over-indulgence in
worldly pleasure it was easy to un-
dergtand what the development would
jead to. Classes would grow up on the
basis of wesalth, and there would con-
. sequentiy be a decline in ths strength
of the common bond of aympathy,
without which no community can be
essentially Christian, !

An a means of chetking the growing
tendency opposed to the real genlus
of ,lhe community of Baints, organiza-
tions were formed under the title of
retrenchnteut societies, A leading -ob-
Ject of these asgcciations, as implied
by the name, was to nse an influence
agaivst extravagance- in methods of
living, and in favor of dress reform,
¢to. They finally merged into what
bave been for a long time known as
Young Ladies Mutual Improvement
Associations. It is not improbable
that with the change ot title the lend-
ing origzinal objects of thoee initiative
socicties have been to some extent lost
gight of, 1f this be so, then the pres-
entis a time when they could to be
again brought to the front with profit.

" The reason why we urge the neces-
gity of this subject receiving attention,
as g demand of the times, is because
there never was an era tn the hietgry
of theBaints when there was a iarger
percentage of them disposed to divide
inte distinotive clastes. Among many,
worldly pride projects conspicuous!yin
their social conductso glaringly, that
ah observer can see it without effest,
Display and glitter is with them *the
oruer of the day, hence the neceshity
of sgome mmovement that will turn the
tide ju favor of retrenchment, It wonld
be a gyrest boon, financially, morally,
nnd religiously. -

We have named. finance s among
the three interests aflected by
the prevailing spirit of the timwes.
The situation of the money market
{8 such that almost everybody is com-
piaining about it. Of courge there are
pumbers who are always flush of
means, and they can perhaps best
aflord to take the initial steps 1u the
desired direction, Not perhaps that
they should expend less, hut they
might in many instances mahe a less
ostentatious display of their social do-
ings, and thus cease to feed the spirit of
vanity and emulation ip people less
able to afford luxurious exhibits and
liviung, Every person who malkes glar-
ing manifestations” of costly and
fashlopable expenditures works an
dojury upon and Is & menace to the
welfare and peace of his poorer neigh-
bors. Every man by his example, be it
good or bad, begets his llkeness in
others who imitate his course.

Bpeaking from a moral standpoint,
it 1» merely necessary to siate that
history has proved, beyond succeasful
coutradiction, that when a people run
extravagantly in the direction of pride
and pleasure-seeking, thev ultimately
loge that finer and higher estimate of
exalted virtue which characterizes a
great community or nation. A strong
tendency toward the frivoious isa dan-
gerous indication. The present in-
creasing disposition 1o the direction of
devotion to pleasure and extravagance
haz u disrupting effect in families,
Wise and conservative parents ree ita
rapid devetopment in their children,
they warn them against %t; the admo-

THE DESERET WEEKLY,

nitions are resisted. The result is too|contradict their own conclusions by

frequently estrangement and Hagrant
{isobedleuce of ehfldren- toward pa-
ents. Of course, these things only as-
sume an aepect of importance to those
who observe, reflect and reason. But
their weight can scareely be overesti-
mated. ol . .
From =a religious standpoint, the
eflects of the increusing tendency of
the times, canmot be consistently
viewed otherwise than with the Jdeep-
est concern. Some of the social features
now growing 1n the commanity are
directly anti-Christian, The spirit of
pride, undue worldiiness, frivolity
simply means proportionate decay of
the spirit of the Goapel. Auony person
whois in any degree familiar with the
zenius of the plan of aalvation under.
stands the oorrectness of this propo-
sition. It is impossible ‘‘to perve two
masters’’ antagonistic to each other,
We are in line with the wishes of a
large nuwber of thoughtful-and ob-
servant Latter-day Baints when we
ex presg & desire to pee inaugurated a
resclute movemeut against pride and
extravagance,

COMMENDABLE WORK.

THE 8t, Joseph, Mo,, Gazelte moral-
izes apout the influence ot **Mormon*’
proselyters and repeats the old and
stupid story about their going to ‘the
poorer classes in Eurcpe and promis-
ing luxnry to people to whom ‘‘plenty
hus been a far off dream.’”” And we
are told that “the ignorant flock in
droves tothe land of promise,”” How-
ever, the Gazelle admits that “they find
nbundance at fength,’’ and saye:

“The Mormons are always prosperous
wherever they are. This much is to be
said In their favor. They will take the
most unpromising soil and turn in into a
garden by thrift, bard work and good
management, Shrewdness and industry
would accompliah the same results for
the Mormon victims anywhere else if
they bad these qualities.”’

Would not a little consistency -be a
good thing for the (Fazette and other
papers in touching on this question?
What kind of ‘victims” are they to
whom plenly bas always been <‘a far
off dresm,”” and who are induced to

“fuek in droves? from poverty to places |,

where they prosper and find abund-
ance? Anu if they reach it by “‘Lhrift,

hard work and good management,’’ is:

not that far betler than the pauper ays-
tem which encourages idleness and
promotes moral decay? - .
There are no ‘‘droves’’ of ignorant
people flocking to Utah, but every year
a few hundrede of Latter-day #aluts
w ho believe this is their proper gather-

ing place, come here o re-
ligious motives, temporal ' advan-
tages, i{ anything, being entirely

of a secondary inducement to them.
They work hard, have many trials at
first. but if they remain and persevere
they are “*ulwaya prosperous’ and gain
sgbundance at length.” They do
“‘take unpromising soil und turn it into
a garden.?” And s not all this praise-
worthy? Isit not of advantage both.to
the country and to the new comers?
Aud If so, who are the fvictims??’
Who is injured? Who is deceived? .
Does it not strike those editors what
stfil]l up” every now and then with

apme hasty expressions of ill will to
there ‘*Mormon?’ proselyters, that they

their own admissions? A Te-
ligion that takes the  “ igpor-
ant poor” from helplessness in

:be Old World, and trausforms them to
:hrifty, hardworking aund prosperous
>itizens of the New World, seems to us
a pretty good kind of religion. 1t is
practical, elevating and beneficlal to
all parties concermed. It helps the
land {from which the converis
it builds up tbe country where they
settle, and it rafsea the individuals to
1 higher and more iudependent plane
and secures to them the plenty which
they never had before except in
dreams,

But, afterall, there is a good dea! of
exaggeration in these statements about
““Mormon’” methods, and the cold facts
bear little reremblance to them. ‘*Mor-
mon’’ proselyters do not maker these
rosy promises, but they preach the
Gospei of Christ, and the converts,
when they are able, voluntarily gather
with their fellow Church membera and
belp to “bulld up Zion.” They are
free ageats, but their religion teaches
them industry, economy wnnd unity,
and they sueceed in colonizing and in
sa]faupgort.. Therefore the work that
is done by the ‘““Mormon’’ proselyters

| is deserving rather of the commenda~-

tion than the sneérs of the press of the
United Btates.

INJUSTICE TO THE MORMONS. .
THE New York Truth Seeker, in au re-

come, "

cent editorial, couples the deéclsiop of”

Juage Zane in the Church property
case and his article in the Forum on
the ““Mormon’’ guestion. It endorses

‘the latter and disagrees with the for-

mer. Tt thinke the Horum article
“showa conclusively that applying the
jaw to the Mormons and not to other
Christian sects Js an act of infamous
injustice.””

[hfs may be quite true, but a judge
on thebench has toadministerthe law ag
am he finds it and cannot change it in
the interests of justice, His Honorex-
pressed his opinlon as to the impro-
priety of eacheating the parsonage
krown as the Gardo House; but had to
comply with the decirion of a higher
court in reference to the case. )
The . Truth Seeker makessowme quo-
tations from the Xorum article and
aayst

““The only rcason that Lhe anthorities
can give for breaking up the Mormon
ChuTch is that its members were immo-
ral in praclicing polygamy. With any
other doetrine of the Church the state
has admittedly nothlog to do. DBut this
institution bas been abandoned, and the
Mormona are now ilke other sects, 0Xx-
cept that lhey are a little beiter morally
than most Christiameg. .

“These are the people whose property
is taken away fTomn them, while the other
sects, not a whil more virtuous, may keep
theirs iu peaes. The Cathelies, 1ipiscos

Eal'mns and Methodista each own Bevernl -

undred dollars’ worih of property in
Salt Lake City alone,but Do effort is made
10 confiscate it hy the prosgeuting sttor-
nevs,”

This treatment of the M§@#mons shows
conclugively that polygant¥ wus not their
only sin. -They opposed the Christian
church by being mors Christian than the
Christlans, and they hud to be pul down,
Polygamy was a good cluh to beat them
down with, but now that it has been re-
moved the Mormons cught o be given
the same chance Lthat other sects have.”
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