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ECATUR has been called tho | Americans could see the Philadelpaia

Chevalfer Bayard of the seca.
That he was without fear his
brilllant career would scem to
proyve. That he was without reproach
depends altogether on the viewpoint
To some students of history he agp-
pears to be the most magnificent
figure of the most glorious days of
the Amerlean navy, To others. and
among these may be Included Theo-
dore Roosevelt, he i3 ranked below
men who played less spectacular parts.
Whichever may be right, the fact re-
mains thece hardly Is anything In all
naval history to surpass his achieve=
ments in the war with Tripoli, while
s handling of the United States In
the fight with the Macedonlan and of
the President in the fight with the
Endymion were among the finest ex-
amples of seamanship displayed in
the war of 1812, A captain at 25, a
commodore at 29, dead on the dueling
field at 41, he crowded Into his short
fe more of action and more glory
than any man of his time.
There was Irish and Dutch
French and Amerlcan blood in the
veins of Stephen Decatur. From the
Irlshh he got,imagination and dash,
from the Dutch stubborn resolution,
‘rom the French vivacity, courtliness
and brilllance, all well bzianced by
his strong, sturdy strain of Ameri-
canilsm, His grandfather, who had
heen g lleutenant In the French navy,
came to America about the middle of
the cighteenth century, and his fath-
er, who also followed the sea, won
renown in the war of the Revolu-
tion as caplain of & privateer. Stephen
Decatur was born near Dristol, Md.,
January 5§, 1779. He was reared In
Juxury and highly educated. His first
work for his country was in the con-
struction of the famous frigate
Tnited States, which his father's firm
had the contract to build, and it was
in this vessel that he saw hils first
sea duty, shipping as a midshifman
in 1789, at the outbreak of the war
with France. Perhaps mno warship
ever sailed from an American port
with more young men destined to win
fame in the natlon’s cause, for
Decatur had for shipmates not only
the great Stewart, the brave Som-
ers, the brilllant Jones, but also
James Barron, who rose to rank equal
to Decatur only to fall Into dlsgrace,
and, in an evil hour, ‘put an added
stain to his name by killlng Decatur.

OFF TO THE MEDITERRANEAN.

That first eruise brought no fighting
to the frigate United States, but when
Decatur came home he was a lieu-
tenant. It was not until 1804 that De-
catur had a real opportunity to show
the stuff that was In him. He had
fought several duels and had a wide
reputation as a daredevil, but that
was all. In the summer of 1503 he had
been placed in command of the brig
Argus, and In September was ordered
to the Mediterranean to join Coms-
modore Preble. For many years the
rulers of Tripoll, Tunis and Alglers had
preved upon all the commerce of the
Mediterranean except that protected
by the British flag, and many Ameri-
can vessels had been captured and
the crews =old into slavery, It was lit-
Lleé less than piracy that the chlefs of
the Barbary states practised, hut they
practically had the sanction of the
British government, for the immunity
Britlsh vessels enjoyved served to add
to the commerce of LEnglend. Several
efforts had been made by the Ameri-
can government to punish the plrates
and in one of them the great frigate
Philadelphia, which Decatur’s father
had been the first to command, ran
ashore while blockading Tripoli, and
Commodore Bainbridge and his whale
crew of 3156 men had been made pris-
Oners.

When Decalur joined Preble's squad-
ron he was transferred to the command
of the schooner Enterprise and s few
davs later he ptured oo Tripolitan
ketch, the Massico, Early in Decem-
Ler, 1802, Preble =ailed past Tripoll
with his squadron. Jn the harbor the

and

which the pirates had flonted and
made the flagship of thelr navy. It was
bitter, Indeed, for the Americans to
see that sight, but It was worse for
them to contemplate the fate of Baln-
bridge and his men. To several of tho
daring spirits in Preble's squadron the
same Idea occurred: to go into the
harbor, guarded as it was by frowning
forts, the blg frigate and a multitude
of gunboats, and cut out or destroy
the Philadelphia, They all suggested
it to the commodore, but the first
suggestion came from Decatur, and
the commodore, like a just man, gave
preference to him. The squadron pro-
ceeded to Syracuse and there Preble
issued his orders. Decatur was to pick
his erew, man the ketch, which had
been renamed the Intrepid, and, with
the Slren, under command of Stewart,
Lo support him, he was to go into the
harbor of Tripoli and burn the Phila-
delphia, escaping as best he could.

On February 3, 1804, the Intrepld
and Siren left Syracuse, and on
February 6 they were before Tripoll.
A storm arose and they had to beat
to sea, For a weck the gale continued,
and In that week Decitur and his men
had a desperate time. All the provi-
slons were sjoiled by sea water and
they were hall starved. “When the
storm subsided Decatur got food from
the Siren, and early in the evening of
TPebruary 16 the two tessels were be-
Tore Tripoll agaln. It was a calm,
moonlight night, and Decatur salled
right Into the harbor. The Phiiadel-
phia lay at anchor under the protec-
tion of the bashaw's castle and vari-
ous batteries whick mounted 115 big
guns. In crescent formation nearer the
shore than the big frigate were 19
gunboats, On shore and within easy
call of the castle were more than
25.000 troops. The Philadelphia, which
was crowded with Tripolitans, was
more than ten times as big as the
ketch, and almost any one of the gun-
boats was a match In slze for Deca-
tur's vessel. For sheer audacity the
project in which Decatur was engag-
ed has few parallels In history.

THE ATTACK.

But the security of the Philadelphia
really gave assistance to Decatur, for
it lulled the suspiclons of the pirates
As the Ketch crept into the harbor the
wind freshened and Decatur, fearing
it was too early to attack, put out
drags to check the boat. It was not un-
til 10:30 p. m., when the city was still
and only the night watches were alert
that the ketch drifted within hailing
distance of the Philadelphia. Decatur
had headed the Keteh for the frigate's
bow intending to board there, but the
wind suddenly falled and at the same
moment there was a hall from the fri-
gate, A Bicilian pilot Decatur had
taken aboard answered that they were
traders and had lost their anchor in
the storin. He asked permission to
tic up to the frigate's cables for the
night Permission was given and the
Tripolitans manned a small boat to as-
sist in mooring the ketch. Decatur's
boat drifted right under the guns of the
Philadeiphia. Discovery at this mo-
ment meant death to all, but Decatur,
cool as ever he was, gave his orders
placidly and calmly. Slowly the keteh
got from under the guns and breasted
into the frigate, but as she did =o the
Tripolitan commander saw the anchors
on the bow of the ketch and almost at
the same moment the crowd on the
frigate discovered the men on the ketch
crouched ready to board There was
a wild ery of “Americanos! American-
osl’*

All need for concealment being past,
Decatur ordered “"Boarders away!" and
sprang for the frigate's chains. Hls
foot slipped and he had difficulty in get-
ting aboard, but in a few moments the
men of the ketch were clambering over
ihe sides of the frigate, scrambling over
the rails or creeping into the portholes,
Those who got on deck formed into
companies and hurled themselves upon
the startled Tripolitans. Up from be-

low came the officers and men of the

NE OF THE FMOST DASHING FIGURES IN
AVIERICAS MoST BRILLANT PERIOD OF

, RAYAL WARFARE ~ [{IS WONDERFUL EX-
PLOIT AGAINST THE BARBARY PIRATES THAT WON
FROF) RELSON THE IGHEST PRAISE THE BRITISH
ADFIRAL COULD BESTOW.

frigate, only to be cut to pieces by the
swords of the Americans.

The Tripolitans had the reputation of
belng the greatest hand to hand fight-
ers in the world, but theéy were no
match for the Americans, Those who
reached the deck sought to escape by
jumping overboard. Tho=e who wera
driven belosy sought to hide in the hold
of the frigate. There a horrible death
awalted them.

Within 10 minutes Decatur had cap-
tured the frigate and not an American
had been wounded.

THE PHILADELPHIA AFLAME.

Decatur might possibly have taken
the frigate out of the harbor. Such
an achievement would have been won-
derful indeced, but his orders were 1o
burn the great ship The ketch was
loaded with combustibles. These wera
transferred hurriedly to the f(rigate and
the torch applied. The ship burned
g0 rapidly that many of those below
had no chance to escape.

With the Philadelphia a raging fur-
nace Decatur and his men sprang for
the keteh. He was the last to leave
the frigate. He tried to move off, but
the Intrepld clung to the Philadelphia.
Flames weére pouring out of the port
holes of the frigate and sparks were
falling on the tarpaulin that covered
tho ketch’s supply of powder. At any
moment there was likely to be an ex-
plosion. The men-on the ketch could
mot understand what held them to the
frigats untll some one discovered that
the stern lines had not been cast off
With the energy of desperation Decatur
and others hacked at the lines with
their swords and the men bent to the
oars. Then as the lines parted the
ketch darted away. When they had
cleared the shower of sparks the men
rose from their oars and yelled like
Comanches. Their feellngs relieved,
they resumed rowing,

THE ESCAPE

Meanwhile the city was in turmoil.
Drums were beating, troops were 1ac-
ing about, men were shouting, guns
were being discharged and lights were
appearing all along the shore But
there was another note soon added to
the list. One of the big guns of the
Philadelphia, discharged by the heat of
the fire, had sent its shot into the city.
The next moment the castle, the gun-
boats and the batteries opened fire on
the little ketch. There were 84 men
on the ketch, and they rowed as 84
men never rowed before perhaps. Shots
fell all around them, but, marvelous
to relate, not one struck the vessel.
How the gunners missed them when the
whole harbor was as light as day from
the flaming frigate is hard to under-
stand.

From being so long in a tropical poit
the Philadelphia’s timbers were dry as
tinder, and the big ship burned like a
torch. Her guns exploded in rapid suc-
cezsion, and then the huge craft, part-
ing from her anchors, went drifting
shoreward. Under the castle she blew
u

p.
The Intrepid was beyond the range of
the shore guns when the Philadelphia's
fragments were scattered over the wa-

ters and the men on the ketch soon
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’ reached the Siren, Two days later the
ketch and the Siren were at Syracuse,
and Preble, the proudest man in all the
Mediterranean, had dispatched a re-
port to Washington telling of Decatur’s
achievement and recomnending the
young officer for promotion to & cap-
taincy. Lord Nelson, when he heard
of Decatur's explolt, Is sald to have
pronounced it “the boldest and most
daring act of the age."
DREATH STRUGGLE WITH A
RATE.

The burning of the Philadelphia was
not enough. In August Decatur was
back in the harbor of Tripoll to destroy
the fleet of gunboats. The American
force of six gunboals was divided In
two divisions of three boats each. The
Tripolitan fleet was in two divisions of
nine each. Decatur had loaded the
long gun in the bow of his boat with
1,000 musket balls and with this did
great execution. He had captured one
of the encmy and had the prize in
tow, when he learned that his brother
had been mortally wounded by o Trip-
olitan commander who had struck his
flag and then shot young Decatur as
the youth stepped aboard.

Maddened by the news, Decatur went
in pursuit of the murderer. He reached
the vessel, climbed aboard and sprang
at the leader, who was a man of gigan-
tic size. The two had a duel such as
had not been seen in many days. De-
catur, in thrusting at the corsair, broke
his cutlass at the hilt. Twice Decatur
was wounded before he managed to
close with the giant. Then they fcil
to the deck In a death grapple. Over
and over they rolled, while all around
them other men fought. Sovon the
strength of the Tripolitan and the
wounds of the American began to tell
The Tripolitan worked until he got
Decatur under him. Then, drawing a
dagger from his sash, he lifted it to
stab the American. But Decatur
caught the descending arm and with
his other hand he drew a small revolver
and reached around to the back of the
Tripolitan. They he pulled the trigger
and a dead corsair lay upon him.

Decatur wriggled from under the dead
man and was rising when another Tri-
politan cut at his head with a scimitar.
One of Decatur's men threw himself In
the way and took the blow on his own
head to save his captain

Not a corsair on that boat was living
when the fight ended. Of the Ameri-
cans 13 were wounded.

Never had the pirates been so rough-
l¥ handled as that day. Thelr whole
fleet was captured or dispersed. Never
agaln would they meet Americans in
hand-to-hand encounters. The engage-
ment has been termed the biggest little
light In history.

Throughout the summer Decatur and
Somers, acting under Preble's orders,
gave no rest to the Tripolitans and
then Preble rewarded Decatur with the
command of the Constitution. No
higher honor could be shown him than
command of the greatest ship in the
and he only When he re-
to the United States many han-
quets were given in his honor and Con-
gress voled a sword to him.

CAPTURE OF THE MACEDONIAN.

Three days after the war of 1812 wus
declared he, In command of the frigate
United States, which he had helped to
build, put to sca with the squadron of
Commodore Rodgers. They captured
only a few merchant vessels on the
cruise and then returned. On Oct. §
the squadron was out again. This tima
Decatur parted company with Rodgers

PI-

and headed straight for BEngland. On
Oct. 25 at davlight he sighted tha
Macedonian, one of the newest and

best cquipped of England's warships.
The United States was bigger and had
a heavier gunfire than the Macedonian,
but a British frigate was supposed to bha
able to handle anything afloat. For
sovoral hours the two o nins man-
cuvered for position. At 9:20 the Mace-
donlan opened fire at long range with-
out effect. The Unlted
respond until 9:45.  The
United States did trightful havoe, and
£o0 rapid were the discharges that the
British thought the American must be
aflr The slaughter on the Macedonian
witg 50 greal that it boeame necessary
to throw the killed and the mortally
wounded overboard. 2 :

How well the British captain fought
may be appreciated from the fact that,
with his

mizzenmast cut away, his
Inriln)'a‘!'(l hanging by a single stay,
Capt. Carden, with only a foresail

drawing, salled for the Amerlean wi
intention of boarding. Tt was useless,
Decalur raked the Macedonian untll
he put every gun on the quarterdeck
and forecastle, and some on the maln
deck, out of action. Then the fareeail
wag shot away and the Macedonian
was a helnless wreck.

Decatur refused to take Carden's
sword, saying he could not take the
sword of a man who had defended his
ship #o bravelv, Carden imagined he
was the flrst British captain to sur-
render to an American In the war, and
wis heartbroken, but the Guerrlern
had been cantured hefors that day by
the Constitution. On the Maeedonian
1M men had bheen killed or wounded.
On the Tinited States five were kil'sdl
and nine wonnded. The United States
carrled 54 guns to the Maesdonian's
49, hut the crew of the Tinited Statoes
numbered 478, and that of the Engl'sh-
man 297, The Muacedonian was the only
one of the ereat Rreitlel frizates ean-
fured In the war that was brought to
the Tinited States. She was refitted

and remained fn the navy until 1845
PREEIDENT AND ENDYMION.
It was not until 1815 that Decatur

States did not |
gung of the |

I
ll

il

saw actlon again. He had been put in
command of the squadron blockaded In
New York. and, chafing from his o¢n-
forced ldleness, he took advantage of
a gale to slip the blockade on Jan. 15
in the frigate President. The pilot mis-
took the channel and the big warship
went aground near Sandy Hook. Th=
seq was so heavy that the frigate was
saved from wreck only by flne seaman-
ship, and when she was floated she was
s0 badly strained as to Impair her speed
and seaworthy qualitles greatly.

Decatur would have returned for re-
palrs, but the gale carried him to sea,
The next morning he sighted five ves-
sels of the blockading fleet. His only
safety was in flight, but the Presldent,
damaged as she was, had lost har
apeed. Crowding on every Inch of
canvas and lightening the boat in every
way possible, Decatur tried .to run
away. In the afternoon the leading
ship of the pursuing force, the Endy-
mion, was within easy distance and
opened fire. The Endymlon was ad-
mirably handled, while the President
was difficult to maneuver. Decatur
might have turmed and fought, but if
he did the other four vessels would
have crushed him with their fire. Whila
the Endymlon with bow guns poured
a destructive flre on the President, De-
catur determined on a course of ac-
tion more audacious even than that he
carried to success in the harbor of
Tripoli. It was to swing about sud-
denly, run down and capture the Endy-
mion by boarding, scuttle the Presldent
.and then escape in the swilt Endy-
mion.

SURRENDER.

At & p. m. he gave the order. The
Presldent was swung about and headed
for the Englishman, but Capt. Hope of
the Fndymlon was not to be caught,
and the two sailed side by slde for two
hours pouring broadsides into each
other. At 8:10 the Endymion, helpless
from the loss of her salls, and with
most of her port guns gone, dropped
out of action. If the President had only
the Endymion to contend with the vie-
tory was won, but the American vessei
had lost much ground in the fight, and
the other four ships had come up and
practically had her surrounded. As es-
cape was hopeless Decatur surrendered.

The President had 24 Killed and 55
wounded. The Endymion had 11 Kiiled

and 14 wounded. The disparity In cas-
ualties is explained by the fact that
Decatur, in order to cripple the Endy-
mion, and thereby possibly escapse, pald
more attention to the enemy’s salls than
to the hull, while the Endymion's fira
wis concentrated on the President's
hull.

As Decatur had done in the case of
Carden, so Commodore Hayes,
manding the squadron, did in the case
of Decatur, refusing to accept the
sword of a man whe had fought =o well.

Decatur was taken to Bermuda and
paroled. Before he reached home peace
had been declared. He feared the loss
of the President would affect his stand-
ing, but he was recefved with every
show of affection and a court of In-
quiry declaved that he and his men de-
served the warmest gratitude of the
nation.

BACK TO THE MEDITERRANEAN.

Promptly after the signing of peace
with England the United States de-
clared war on Alglers. The plrates had
taken advantage of the war with Eng-
land to renew their attentions to Amerl-
can vesscls and had been as active al-
most as In the early days of tho pre-
vious decade. Two squadrons, one un-
der Decatur and the other under Bain-
bridge, were gent to punish them. Thé
Algerian nuavy was larger than Deca-
tur's squadion and on his approach
took refuge in the banbor of Malta.
Decatur captured the Algerian flagship
Nesghonda and the brig Estedlo and then
set off for Algiers, The harbor had
been heavily fortified, but Deacatur,
without walting for Bainbridge, was
golng to attack, when one of the for-
elgn consuls, together with the captain
of tho port, came out to treat for a
seltlement. Decatur demanded the re-
turn of all prisoners and payment of
$10,000 for the seizure of an American
vessel. The visitors asked for time.
Decatur would not grant one minute.
Not only that, but if any of thes Al-
gerinn fleet appeared he would destroy
it

Tho commissioners hardly had left
Decatur’'s vessel than an Algerlun war-
ship was sighted. Decatur gave the
signal to chase her. Tha squadron
closed In on the Algerlan and were
about to sink her under the guns of the
shore batteries when the negotiatora
were gcen returning with a white flug,
The dey had consented to all of Deca-
tur's demands.

Then the squadron visited Tunls,
where Decatur demanded $46,000 for
prizes the bey had captured. The money
wilg paid.

Next the squadron went to Tripoll.
The bashaw had no stomach for fight-
ing the man who had been there be-
fore. Ho pald $25,000, released all cap-
tive Christlans, saluted the American
flag and then had the pleasure of hear-
ing ‘"Hafl Columbla" played by the
American band.

THE DUEL.

Decatur was at the height of his
fame. War was over, and ho wos made
ona of the board of navy commission-
ers,
in Washington and, having an ample
rurutme. begain to enjoy life to the ut-
most.

Years beforo be had been a member

T —

com=-,

He bullt a 0ne house for himself '

CATUR.., THE CHEVATIR or i

of the courtmartial that had tried Comn-
modore Barron. The commodore, in
1807, while in command of the Chesa-
peake, hod been halted by the British
warship Leopard and the Leopard after
firing on the Chesapeake had taken
three men off the Chesapenke, declaring
they were deserters. Two of the men
were American citizns. For surrender-
Ing his ship and for golng to sea un-
prepared to defend the vesgel the com-
modore was put on trial and the court
had sentenced him to five years' sus-
pension. The sentence had expired in
15812, but Barron did not return to the
United States until after the close of
the war. Then he applied for reinstate-
ment While disclalming any prejudice
against Barron, Decatur, 43 navy com-
missioner, opposed the reinstatement
of the commodore.

Bitterly resenting the attitude of
Decatur, Commodore Barron began a
correspondence with his old shipmate,
which led to Barron on Feb., 6, 1820,
challenging Decatur to a ducl. On
March 22 the two commodores met on
the fleld of Bladensburg. Commodore
Bainbridge was Decatur’s second and
Capt. Elllott, whose conduct at the bat-
tle of T.ake Erie was bad, was second
for Barron.

The men were by no means egually
matched., Decatur was a master hand
with the pistol. Barron was.so near-
sighted that he could not distinguish an
object 100 yards away. Decatur had
determined to permit Barron to fire at
him, but not to reply. Then some one
proposed to make the distance eight
paces, so Barron's disadvantage would

be minimized. This was agreed to,

celded to fire, but simply

it paces were measured off. The
aced each otl As the word
n Barron made a

mon
was about to be giv
remark that would have paved the way

to a peaceful settlenent. Decatur re-
plicd in the same spirit, but neither of
the seconds sought to bring about an
adjustment of the troul

Decatur had told Ba
hit Barron in the left hip

Bainbridge called “One,” “Two,” and
both men fired. Barron fell, shot in the
spot Decatur had indleated. Decatur
stood erect. The seconds stepped for-
wiard. Then Decatur put his hand to
his side, staggered and fell. He died
that night

—_— e

After exposure, and when vou feel
a cold coming on. take Foley's Honey
and Tar, the throat and lung
remedy the cough, relieves
the congestion, and expels he cold
from your svstem. Is mildly laxative.
Bechramm-=Johinson Drug Co, Salt
Lake City
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A MAGNIFICENT GIFT,

A set of Whitney’s History of Utah,
consisting of Thres Volumes, large
quarto, bound Iin Tull Morocco, glit
edges, profusely Ilustrated with steal
engravings of Utah's Founders. For-
merly sold for $30.00. NOW §15.00 PER
SET.

Express or freight
address.
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prepaid to any

BOOK STORE.
6 Main St.

Children’s

BOOKS FREE

Each Book a Series of Colored Moving Pictures.

“ALL KINDS OF KIDS”
“Toyland and Dolldom”

Books You Have Never Seen Before.

Your Choice for 5 Labels

From Royal ‘“Table Queen’’ Bread.

Christmas

Every label
must show
the words
““Table
Queen”’
along
the bottom.

i

The Books
are given
away at
the Royal
Cafe only,

232 Main

® street.
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Get busy, boys and girls.

Royal Table Queen Bread, and give you the labels,
s0 you can get one of these Pretty Books.

Tell “Mamma’’ to buy

NOTICE
THE
GROOVE

“TABLE QUEEN” BREAD

Itoyal Baking Co,, Salt Laulke.

Baked in “THE MUELLER’’ Patent Bread Pan

NOTICE




