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At the General Conference, Sunday
Morning, October 10, 1880,

REPORTED BY GEO, ¥. GIBBS.

I HAVE been asked by Prest, Taylor
to address the congregation this
moming on a parfticular subject, in
which we are all interested, namely,
the divine authority of the priest-
].ilgcud, divine callings, ordinances,

We have in this Church several
thousand male members who hold
authority and power which they say
is from heaven. If it be from heav-|
en, as we testify, and have testifled
ever since the rise of the Church,
then the Lord our God has mani-
fested His power, and in His merey
has once more i)OBtOW&i authority
upon the children of men to admin-
jater His holyvordinances, and to oc-
supy the positions to which we have
severally n called. On the other

hand, if the views of the world are |

correct—they do not consider us to
have any authority—we are then on
the same ground and platform with
the rest of the religious world, there
is no authority upon the earth.

One or theother is true.

There never was a principle more |

clearly proven than that the inhabit-
ants of the earth are destitute of all
divine authority, among all religious
denominations, whether Pagan, Ma-
hometan or so-called Christian; the
;authority cannot be found through-
out all the various denominations
that have existed through the long
period of time called the dark ages,
until the Tord, in His mercy, has
organized His Church again on the
earth and bestowed that authority,
and if He has not done if, as the
world say He has nof, there are no
Eeraons upon this whole earth that
ave any authority from the heav-
ens; and therefore we are just as
well off’ as the balance of them:.
We are not indebted to man for
the various authorities in this

Church; this is our testimony. Man |

did not commence this work, man is
not the originator of this work,
neither is he the origin of the au-
thority by which we administer.
The Lord did not see proper to or-

ganize the authority of this Church Land so great was the glory

all at once in all the various eouncils
and authorities that, from time fto
time, have been ordained among
this people; it was a gradual work,
Authority was bestowed before there
was any Church. First (not the au-
thority of the Priesthood) but the
authority to bring forth the plates of
the Book of Mormon, and to trans-
Jate them by the Urim and Thum-
mim, by the inspiration of the Holy
Ghost. This was the first authority
conferred upon the one whom the

Lord ehose to commence this great |

work. 'The authority of the Priest-
heod was not conferred upon him at

- ¢hat time, but He revealed unto
him concerning the everlasting gos-
1 contained in the ancient records
ept by the Nephites, or Israelites,
upon this great Western Continent,
Joseph Smith, when he translated
these records by the aid of the Urim
and Thummim, had not yef re-
oeived any Priesthood, so far as his
temporal existence was concerned.
But new, do not misunderstand me
in regard to this position. He did
hold the Priesthood before he came
here upon the earth. I remarked
that Joseph, so far as any ordination
here in the flesh was concerned, held
no Priesthood at the time that he
brought forth the plates of the Book

foundation of the world to come
forth upon the earth in their second
estate, and to hold anthority and
power in the various dispensations,
and to administer the plan of salva-

tion to the human family. Abraham |the Aaronic

was among thatnumber. The High
Priests that lived from the days of

Adam down to the flood wereamong |

that number, who were then chosen

and then ordained, according to the |

command of the Almighty to organ-
ize the Church, and having received
the Priesthood re-con firmed uponhim

precept by precept in the knowledge
of the things of God. is just the wa

awise parent would instruct his

by Peter, James and John, and prior
to that having received the keys of
esthood, on the 15th
day of May, 1829,—having all these
preparations here in the.  flesh as
well as having been pre-ordained to
this mission, he was pre to be-
gin the wurﬁ that should be ever-

fore-knowledge of God. It isrecorded

in the Book of Alma regarding the |

Priesthood, that the ordinances of
the Priesthood and the calling to the
Priesthood were without beginning or

lasting, or in other words, the estab-
lishment of the kingdom of God that
should never again be taken away

from the earth. _
The Apostleship being conferred—

end. There may be a beginning to
the person who is called, but that
Priesthood existed before that person
was called, and there was no beginn-
ing to the calling, no beginning to
the ordinances of the Priesthood, no
beginning to the Priesthood itself,
being handed down from all eter-
nity, being in existence in all of the
worlds that were worthy of having
the Priesthood and authority from
God. The reason for my making
this observation is to clear up one
point which may perhaps trouble
the minds of some of the Latter-day

| Qaints.

You have read in the revelation
iven on the 22nd day of Septem-
r, 1832, that without the Priest-
hood and the ordinances thereof, the
power of godliness is not manifested
unto men in the flesh. You have
also read in that same revelation,
that without the ordinances of that
Priesthood and the power thereof to
administer to the children of men
no man could see the face of God the
Father and live. When you read
this plain saying your minds may
have reverted back to thedays when
there was no Priesthood s=o far as or-
dination was concerned, on this
earth, I mean the ordination that
took place here. You find a little
boy, Joseph Smith, calling upon the
name of the Lord, in the spring of
the year 1820,before he was not yet
15 yvears of age; and the result of his
calling upon the name of the Lord
was that a pillar of fire appeared in
the heavens above him, and it con-
tinued to descend and grow brighter
and brighter, until it reached the
top of the trees that were growing
around about where he was praying;
of this
light that this lad, this
boy, seemed to feel almost fearful

lest the trees themselves would be
consumed by it. But it continued

to descend until it rested upon this
lad, and immediately his mind was
caught away from the surrounding
objects, was swallowed up;] in a
heavenly vision, in which he saw
two glorious personages, one was the
Father, the other was the Son.
“No man without the Priesthood
an. behold the face of the Father
nd live,”

Now, this has troubled the minds

of some of the Latter-day Saints.
“How is it, (say they) that Joseph
lived, after having

the Father, after having heard the

words of His mouth, after the Father

had said unto him, ‘He is my
beloved Son, hear ye him.””’

If you had thoughtupon this other
subject, namely, that Joseph had
been already ordained before this

world was made,—~to what Priest-
hood? To the Priesthood after the
Order of an Endless Life, a ’riest-
hood that is everlasting, a Priesthood
in-
ning, a Priesthood affer the holiest
Order of God, a Priesthood that was
after the Order of His Only Begotien
If you had only reflected that

handed down, that had no b

Son,

of Mormon and translated them;|that same Priesthood had been con-

but he did hold the Priesthood,which
was conferred upon him in the coun-
oils of eternity, before this world was
formed. You will find this recorded
in a sermon delivered by the Prophet
Joseph, showing that not only he,
but alzo all of the faithful that have
. received the Priesthoed here in this
life, were ordained before the foun-
dation of the world. Consequently,
they had the ordination; that ordi-
nation was after the order of Him
who is from all efernityv to all eter.
nity, an everlasting Priesthood, with-
out father, without mother, without
beginning, without end; having
been handed down from all eternity.
That Priesthood was conferred upon
Joseph Smith before he came here;
he was among those that are spoken
of in “The Pearl of Great Price,”
whom the ancient prophets saw in
heaven. Moses saw them,and Abra-
ham saw them, namely, the spirits
that existed before (he world was
made; and they saw that among
that vast number of spirits there
were some choice ones, some that

ferred upon him in the councils of
the holy ones before the world was
made, and that he was ordained to
come forth in this dispensation
of the fulmess of times to hold
the keys of authority and power
of that high and holy Priesthood,—
that he was ordained to come forth
and perform the work that God ins
tended to accomplish in the latter
times, then the mystery would have
been cleared up to your minds. He
was not without the Priesthood in
reality; but was s man chosen, a
man ordained, a man appointed from
before the foundation of this world,
to come forth in the fulness of times
to introduce the last dispensation
among the children of men; to come
in order to organize that iﬂngdnm,
that was predicted by the ancient
Prophets, that should stand for ever;
to come to fulfil the great and glorious
work of preparation for the coming
of the Son of God to reign in righte-
ousness upon the earth; he could
see the face of God the Father and
live. But after having received this

were noble in the sight of God, pro-

heavenly vision,after having brought

youth, this |

seen the face of

the Aaronic¢ Priesthood having been
previously conferred—all the powers
of the Prieathood rested upon this

authority to administer, not only in

the introductory principles of the{s

Gospel of the Son of God, by which
people might be born into the King-
dom, but also had the authority and
the power from the heavens to ad-
minister in all the sacred ordinances
of this Kingdom, atv least so far as
the building u
concerned, an
various offices of the Prie:thood,
After having conferred this author-
ity and power, the Lord was prepar-
ed to give little by little, one portion
or degree of Priesthood after another,
until by and by, in accordance with
the revelation given in June, 1829,
He called twelve men to be Apos-
tles, some three or four years after
the revelatjon was given, when it
was predicted that such should be
the case. What did we know about
the callings and duties of this eoun-
c¢il of the Twelve? Nothing, only as
?od revealed it through His servant
osepi.

After this Apostleship was given,
some were faithful therein, others
were not; some lost the authority of
the Priesthood, others retained it,
and the blessings of God were u
those that were faithful in their call-

ing, while the curse of an  ofs
fended  God followed those
who abused this °  sacred

| trust, and their Priesthood was taken
from them and conferted u
others that were worthy of it. he
Lord also, about the same time that
| He called the Twelve A postles, was
prepared to call Beventies to min-
ister under the direction of the
Twelve; and. many were ordained fo

this Apostleship,and they were men
who hlﬁ'; IEI’I themselves faith-

ful before the Lord; and others were
perhaps ordained who had not been
fully proven, and therefore the op-
portunity was afforded themn, acting
upon the agency they had in com-
mon with all men, of proving them-
selves before God. Some of them
| were faithful, others were unfaith-

tatized eventually and Jleft the
| Chureh, while those that were faith-
ful continued in their office and call-
|ing until many of them passed
down to the tomb; and having mag-
nified the good office and calling
that had been conferred upon them,
they will claim, in  the eternal
worlds, the blessings appertaining
{o their several offices. e
And what did we know about
these Seventies and their particular
calling? Were there specified
duties assigned to that body of men
anciently, whose call by the Savior
is recorded in the New Testament?
No, we were gnorant. The Pro-

that had been called, knew nothing
in relation to the duoties of these
Seventies until the T.ord revealed

what they were, and at the same|

of the Church was |
of officiating in the|

pos |

ful; those that were unfaithfulapos. |

phet hi nself, the Twelve and ‘all|

time He pointed out the duties
of the Presidenﬁy of the
Seventies, both the dnties of the
seven men constituting the Presi-
dency of all the Seventies, and aiso
those of the seven men that were to

reside over each Counecil of the
Seventies. The Lord made mani-
fest these things not all at once, but
from time to time, as the people pro-
gre=sed and were counted wu{?thy in
Hisrsight to receive further know-
ledge upon these things. You may
ask, why it was that the Lord did
not give the whole pattern at once,
why He did not unfold everything
all in amoment? Tt was because
we were as little children then, and
indeed 1 am of the opinion that
many of us are little children still—
and we could not bear all things at
once; therefore He revealed unto us
enough from time to time to sel our
minds reflecting; He revealed suffi-
cient to cause us to be stirred up in
our minds to pray unto Him; and
when we prayed unto Him about
any of the duties of the Priesthood,
then He would reveal it. But He
would be sought unto by His people

own sons. Our ta would pnot
tell us all about the various branch-
es of education when we were two or
three, or four years old; but
they taught us as children, giving
us line upon line until we could un-
derstand more fully those ‘things
that pertained to a good education.
So the Lord dealt with His people
as a wize, judicious, kind-hearted

rent, imparting just according to
he faith of the Latter-day BSaints,
and according fo their wants,

and according to His own mind and | g

will, and good pleasure,

By and by, after the Church was |
man, and he had the right tothe | organized and there being no Bish-

ops the Lord saw that it was neces-

E&n in relation to the property of
is people in the State of New.
York. What did the Lord say to us
under "those circumstances, when
| we were not fully organized? Said
He to the Church in the State of
New York, in the General Confer-

ence, through the mouth of His ser

on the 2nd day January, 1831, He
said, I.et my Church in this land flee
ouf from the State of New York; let
| them go westward to the land of

ary to introduce some kind of a|Did the Lord give it oxer
. | #there were added besides untoty

vant Joseph, in a revelation given |

y | which mention them, which
graphs were pl&ce:"ua e

years after the revelation
which the Lord had a pert
to do; and if it were nec

might quote examples |
sl 1oty sxamples Sy

any revelation when He sees p,
in order to make it more fu
derstood. For inktance, y h
collect that Baruch g
from the mouth of Jere
lengthy revelation regard
king of Israel and the house of gy
And that when the revelation
iven to the king of Israel andy
‘he ‘“had read three or four leaysi
cut it with the penknife and ea;
into the fire that was on the heg
until all the roll was consumg
Yes, “and,” says the scripty
1] like words,”” not in the fg
revelation. If the Lord took
method in the m of Jeremiah,
there anything inconsistent in |
Prophet Jos.ph, in years afterwa
adding the words,
High Priests,” in
ﬁople might more fully un
¥y motive in men g the
things is that the ‘Pmphmnyu;
derstand the ways of the Lord. Hj

State of Ohio; lef them do this im-
mediately, lest their enemies come
upon them, etc. The Lord under-
stood what was in the hearts of the
enemies of His people; He under:
| stood what they were éoing in their
secret councils, in their secret cham-
bers to bring to pass the destruction
of the Latter-day Saints that were

Kirtland and join my people in the

in the States of New York
{and Pennsylvania. How shall
this work ke done? No
Bishop to take ¢ of the proper-

ties. The Lord said, Let certain
men among you in the State of New
York be appointed to take charge of
{ the Ernpertiea of my people, that
which you ceannot d of or sell
in time to flee out; let them have
charge of it to sell i
for the benefit of the Church. Here,
then, was a revelation appointing
certain men without ordination,
without the Bighoprie,to handle pro-
perties, to do that which Bishops
were afterwards required to perform.
Now, here is a lesson for us.
cause the Lord does one thing in the
iym 1831,and points out certain men
according to the circumstances in
which people are placed, that is no
evidence that He will always con-
finue the same order. The Lord
deals with the children of men ac-
cording to circumstances, and after-
wards varies from that plan accord-
ing to His own good will and plea-
sure. When these men had fulfilled
their duties in relation to the proﬂer-
ties of the Baints,and the Saints had
thered out from New York and
ennsylvania to the land of Kirt-
land. then it became necessary for a
regular Bishop to be called and or-
dained, also his (sounselors, Did the
Lord point out that these Bishops
should be taken from the High
Priesthood? No.

“And again, I have called my ser-
vant Edward Partridge, and give a
commandment, that he should be
a%pointed‘ by the voice of the
Church, and ordained a Bishop unto
the Church,” And with regard to
choosing his' Counselors, the Lord
said they should be selected from the
Elders of His Church., Why did He

|
|

say the Ilders? Because the
High Priests at that time had
not been ordained; that Iis,

they had not been ordained under
that name. Although the Apostle-

eph and Oliver, even they were
called Elders; the word High Priest
was not known among them to be
understood and comprehended un-
til a long time after Bishops were
called; and that is the reason why
the Lord said to Bishop Partridge,
‘““select from the Elders of my
Church.” “But,” says one who has
read the Doctrine and Covenants,
“you will find in the revelation giv-
en on the 6th of April, 1830, some-
thing about Bishops, High Priests,ete.

[The speaker was here stopped
that an important notice might be
given out.]

I was saying that at the time that
Bishop Partridge was called and or-
dained a Bishop, on the 4th ot Feb-
ruary, 1831, that at that time there
were no }’-Iigh Priests, they were
not known under that name, but
were known under the name of the
A postleship, ete., and hence Elders
were specified to be called as Coun-

t in after times |

Be- |

ship had been conferred upon Jos-

WAYS are not as the ways of m
neither are His thoughts limite
our limited thoughts or conce
But He does as He pleases,
By and by thestime came wi
the Lord saw proper to make
fest something in relation to
name and the authorily and
power of this ' High
sl;gwin% uﬁ ithgi ;t wus after
order o 8 y. Bngottgh
that it holds the keys to power, el
on the earth. : o u,?
Well, after the first B |

gﬁel? ch;;en, and two Elders s
y him to o te with hig
his  duties mn to“
more full made

[ shall not bhave time on
occasion to point out, the v
ties that were, miﬂ&l to
Edward Partridge, in the
Zion, in Jackson County, Missa
and other duties dévolyving upon ki
while he yet remained a d
Perhaps it might be well enough
however, to just briefly touch up
his duties, that were more full
made manifest when he was s

|'-*

quired to go out from Kirt

a day’s journey to the south

?o of’i‘hhfa' lesville branehin thie
own mpson, A o)
him how to erganize the h‘,‘ﬁ

that there was a man in the

whose mmwlmnn(bpgyﬁ
had a Jarge tract of land, and b
covenanted before God that if th

Colesville Branch would go upon i
Jand, they might have their inher
ances, ete., and that they migh iﬁ
fer intﬂ the Order of Gw,m should
be pointed out by the wvoiceof
Prophet. And when the Prophet
Jozeph went out- to Thompson and
undertook to organize the Brnch
according to this promise T: .
nant that was made, Bishop tu.
tridge was thareiv and he had ¥
pointed out to him how he vhould
deal with: that pa ar organis
tion, that they should all be mah
equal, and should receive their stey
ardship, and should consecrate |
of their property into the handed
the Bishop; and that was ma "“t
sample for all other church
throughout the Lord’s vineya
You may judge whether we han
kept it or not. And his duties wen
also made manifest in the Jatter pi
of the summer of 1831. And ma
of the first Elders were commaud
to go west of Xirtland about ¢
thousand milea; and the p giil
was that the land which the Ia
intended to give to His people shotl
be made known, and it should i
told them where the city should
built. Tn the months of July a
August of that year, the Ia#
ointed out more fully the duties
ishop Partridge in rd to di
ing the land, that is; the Jand i
had been Pureha’éed by the Chu
dividing 1t out among the van
families of the Saints. The
families, with the exception of s
that had been baptized in that ks
were faithful ones among the Col#
ville branch, one of the earliest!
ganizations of the Church. Th
were commanded fo flee from &
town of Thompson, because ¥
rich man had broken his covenat
They went up to Jackson Counfl
and Bishop Partridge was @
manded to divide off to them inhe*
itances by the law of conseeratioh

e ——

|

selors. I was also saying that in
the revelation given on the 6th day

Here then was a Bishop whose
duties were made known Edapd'



