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I1 ravnHAVE been asked by prest taylor
to address the congregation this
morning on a particular subject in
whichchwewe are all interested namely
the divine authority of the priest-
hood divine callings ordinances
etc

wowe havellave in this church several
thousand male members who hold
authority and power which they say
astromis from heaven if it be from beav
en as we testify and have testified
ever since the rise of the church
then the lord our god has mani-
fested his power and in his mercy
has once more bestowed authority
upon the children of men to admin-
ister his and to oc-
cupy the positionspositionsionslons to which we have
severally nenCenbeen called on theotherthetho other
handhaud if the views of the world are
correct they do not consider us to
havebaie any authority we are then on I1

the samesame ground and platform with
the rest of the religious world there
is no authority upon the earth
one or theother Is true

there never was a principle more
clearly proven than that the hillinhabit-
ants

abiabl t
of the earth are destitute of all

divine authority among allail religioustelous
denominations whether pagan ma

or so called christian the
authority cannot be found through-
out all the various denominations
that have existed through the ionlonlongiong
period of time called the dark agedages
until the lord in his mercy has
organized his church again on thetiie
earth and bestowed that authority
and if he has hot done it as the
world sayany he has not there are no
persons upon this whole earth that
have any authority from the heftaheav-
ens and therefore we are just aias
well off as the balance of them

we are not indebted to man for
the various authorities in tillsthis
church this is our testimony atandlanmanalan
did not commence this work man isis
not the originate of this work
neither is he the origin of the au-
thority by which we administer
the lord did not seeeee proper to or-
ganize the authority of this church
all afat oinceonce in all the various councils
and authorities that from time to
time have been ordained tullixilamonglongiong
this poopeopeoplepaa it wabwas n gradualgraduckuokI1 work
authority was bestowed before there
was any church first not the au-
thority of the priesthood but the
authority to bring forth the plates of
the book of mormon and to trans-
late them by the arim and thumtimm
mim by the inspiration of the holy
ghost this was the first authority
conferred upon the one whom tile
lord chosa to commence this great
work the authority of the priest-
hood was not conferred upon him at
that time but he revealed unto
him coconcerning4 the everlasting gos-
pel contained in the ancient records
kept by the Nephites orof israelites
upon great western continent

joshjoseph smith when he translated
these records by the aid of the arim
and Thummim had not yet re

any priesthood so farfir as his
temporal existence was concerned
mutbut now do not misunderstand me
in regard to this position he did
hold thefhe priesthood before he came
herebere uponwon the earth I1 remarked
that josephjpseph BOso far as any ordination
here inEL the flesh was concerned bheldheideldeid
no priesthood at the time that liehe
brought forth the plates of the book
of mormon and translated them
but hecha holdhoid the Priesthood which
was conferred upon him in the coun-
cils of eternity before this world was
formed you will find this recorded
in a sermon delivered by the prophet
joseph showing that not only lie
but also all of the faithful that have
received the priesthood here inili this
life were ordained before the foun-
dation of thetiie world consequently
they had the ordination that ordi-
nation was after the order of him
who is from all eternity to all eter
anity an everlasting priesthood with-
out fatherrather without mother without
beginning without end having
been handed down bromallfrom allail eternity
that priesthood was conferred upon
joseph smith before hebe came here
he was among those that are spoken
of m the pearl of great price
whom the ancient prophets saw in
heaven moses saw them and abraabna

them namely the spirits
that existed before tilethe world was
made and they saw that among
that vast number of spirits there
were domesomesome choice ones some that
were noble in the sightbight of god pro

bably because of their integrity and
steadfastness inn upholding truth
among those noble ones were those
whom the lord chose before the
foundation of the world to come
forth upon the earth in their second
estate and to hold authority and
power in the various dispensations
and to administer the plan of salva-
tion to the human family abraham
was among3 that number the high
priests that lived from the days of
adam down to the doodflood were among
that number who were then chosen
and then ordained according to the
knowledgeforeknowledgefore of god it is recorded
in the book of alma regarding the
priesthood that the ordinances of
the priesthood and the calling to the
priesthood were withoutbeginning or
end there may be a beginning to
the person who is called but that
priesthood existed before that person
was called and there was no beginn-
ing to the calling no beginning to
the ordinances of the priesthood no
beginning to the priesthood itself
being handedbanded down from all eter-
nity being in existence in all of the
worlds that were worthy of having
tiletiie priesthood and authority from
god the reasonreassongon for my making
this observation iiIs to clear up one
point which may perhaps trouble
the minds of some of the latter day
saintsyou have read in the revelation
given on the day of septem-
ber 18321332 that without the priest-
hood and the ordinances thereof the
power of godliness is not manifested
unto men in the flesh you have
also read in that same revelation
that without the ordinances of that
priesthood and the power thereof to
administer to the children of men
no man could see the face of god the
father and live when you read
this plain saying your minds may
have reverted back to the days when
there was no priesthood eoso far as or-
dinationdi was concerned on this
earth I1 mean the ordination that
mooktook place here you find a little
boy joseph smith calling upon the
name of tile lord in the spring of
the year 1820 before he was not yet
15 years of age and the result of his
calling upon the name of the lord
was thatth a pillar of nirefire11 appearedreappeared in
the heavens above him and it con-
tinued to descend and grow brighter
and brighter until it reached the
top of the trees that were growing
around about where ifeliehe was praying
andnd so greagreat was the glory of this
r1light1 that this ladiad this youth this
boyb0y Sseemeded to feel almost fearful
I1lestiestest the trees would bobe
consumed by it but it continued
to descend until it rested upon this
adlad and immediately his mind was
caught away from the surrounding
objects was swallowed up in a
lieaileaheavenlyvenly vision in which hene saw
two glorious personages one was tilethe
father the other was the son

no man without the priesthood
an behold the face of the father
nd live
now this has troubled the

of some of the latter day saints
how is it say they that joseph

lived after having seen the face
the father after having heard the
words ofhis mouth after the
had said unto him he Is my
beloved son hear ye himb im 1 I1

if you had thought upon this other
subject namely that joseph had
been already ordained before thistills
world was made to what priest-
hood to the priesthood arterafter
order of an endless life a priest-
hood that is everlasting a priesthood
handed down that had no begin-
ning a priesthood after the lioiio
order of god a priesthood that
after the order of his only
son if you had only reflected
that same priesthood hadbad been con-
ferred upon him in the councils
the holy ones before the world
made and that he was ordainedordain ed
come forth in this
of the falness of times to
the keys of authority and
of that higlandhigh and holy priesthoodpries
that he was ordained to come forth
and perform the work that god
tended to accomplish in the
times then the mystery would
been cleared up to your minds
was not without the priesthood in
reality but was a9 man eilocliochosenzen a
man ordained a man appointed from
before the foundation of this world
to come forth in the falness ofor times
to introduce the last dispensation
among the children of men to come
in order to organize that kinghingkingdomkingdomdom
that was predicted by the ancient
prophets that should stand for ever
to come to fulfillfulfil the great and glorious
work of preparation for the coming
of the son of god to reign in righte-
ousness upon the earth he could
see the face of god the father and
live but after having received this
heavenly visionarterarnerafter having brought

forthorth the book of fiandiland trans-
lated

s-
ated

s-
latedbatedit the lord having prepared a

wilyvaykiy by which the book could be
printedninhintedrinted and having received the
command of the almighty to organ-
ize7676ze the church and having received
thehe priesthood re confirmed
byy peter james and john and prior
to0o that having received the keys ofif
thehe aaronie priesthood on the
layday of may 1829 having allail these
preparations herebere in the flesh as
well as having been pre ordained to
this mission he was prepared to be
ginainalnlin the worlworkwork that should be ever-
lasting or in other words the estab-
lishmentlish ment of the kingdom of god that
should never again be taken away
from the earth

the apostleship being conferred
the aaronie priesthood having been
previously conferred all the powers
of the priesthood rested upon this
man and he hadbad the right botho
authority to administer not only in
the introductory principles of the
gospel of thetiie son of god by which
people might be bomborn into the king-
dom but also had the auauthoritythority aandnd
the power from tile heavens to ad-
minister in all the sacred ordinances
of this kingdom at least so far as
the building up of the church was
concerned and of officiating in the
various offices of the priesthood
after having conferred this author-
ity and power the lord waswm prepar-
ed to give little by little one portion
or degree of priesthood after another
until by and by in accordance with
the revelation given in june 1829
he called ttu elve men to be apos-
tle bomesome three or four years after
the revelation was given when it
was predicted that sucheuch should be
the case what did we know about
the callings and duties of this coun-
cil of the twelve nothing only as
god revealed it through his servant
joseph

after this apostleship was given
some were faithful therein others
were not some lost the authority of
the priesthood others retained it
and the blessingblessings of god were upon
those that were faithful in their call-
ing while the curse of an opof
bendedfended god followed those
who abused this sacred
trust and their priesthood was taken
from them and conferredconfened upon
others that were worthy of it the
lord also about the same time that
he called the twelve apostles waswag

preparedpreparedpared to call seventies to min-
teristerlsterEre under the direction of the

twelve ancland many were ordained to
this apostleship and they wereweremeymen
who bad proven themselves faith-
ful before the lord and others were
perhaps ordained ao10who had not been
fully proven and therefore theopthe op-
portunityportunity was afforded them acting
upon the agency they had in com-
mon with all men of proving them-
selves before god someborne of them
were faithful others were unfaithunfaith-
ful those that were unfaithful apos

eventually and left the
church while those that were faith-
ful continued in their office and call-
ing until many of them passed
down to the tomb and having mag-
nified the good office and callincallingg
that had been conferred uponu tthem
they will claim in tthebrliningternaeternalemi
worldsI1 the blessings iappertainingppe
to their several offices I1

and what did we know about
these seventies and their particular
calling were there specified
duties assigned to that body ofor men
anciently whose call by thetiie savior
is recorded in the new testament
no we were ignorant the pro-
phet hi thetho twelve andall
that had been called knewknow nothing
in relation to thothe duties of these
Seveneesfes until the lord revealed
what they were and at the same
time he pointed out the duties
of the presidency of the
seventies both the duties of the
sevenbeven menmeb constituting the presi-
dency of all the seventiesseven ties and also
those of the seven men that were foto
presideel ide over each council of thearseventies1 1antim the lord made mani-
fest these things not all at once but
from time to time as the people pro-
gressed and were counted worthy in
his sight to receive further know-
ledge upon these things noumayyou may
aiaska I why it wa that tilethe lord did
not give the whole pattern at once
why heitoliolieIto did not unfold everything
all in a moment it was because
we were as little children then and
indeed I1 am of the opinion that
many of us are little children still
and we could not bear all things at
once therefore he revealed unto us
enough from time to time to set our
minds reflecting he revealed suffi-
cient to mcausocauseusouse us to be stirred up inill
our mindsmindi to pray unto him and
when we prayed unto him about
any of the duties of the priesthood
thenthell heITO would reveal it but he
would be sought unto by majlia people

before he would reveal a falness of
knowledge upon these important

thisthia seeking unto the
lord to obtain little by little andlind
precept bylay precept in the knowledge
of the things of god is just the way
a wisewife parent would instruct his
own sonsbons our parents would not
tell us all about the various branch-
es of education when we were two or
three or four years old butut
they taught uaus as children giving
us line upon line until we could un-
derstandderstand more fully thosethapse things
that pertained to a good education
so80 the lord dealt with his people
as- a wise judicious kindheartedkind bearahearted

imimpartingpartin g justus accordingding to
the faith of the latterratter day saints
and according to their wants
and according to his own mind and
will and good pleasure

by arddarid by after the church was
organized and there being no bish-
ops the lord saw that it was neces-
sarybarysary to introduce some kindkina of a
planwan in relation to thetho propertyproperty of
illshis people in the statestaid of sewnewI1

york what did the lord saygay to us
under those circumstances whenwilen
we were not fully organized said
heile to the church in the state of
new york in the general confer-
ence through the moumouthth of his sberserer
vvanta e joseph jnin a revelation given
on the 2ndand day january 1831 he
said letlot my church in this land flee
out from tilethe state of new york let
them go vewestwardstward to the lanaland of
kirtlandK and join my people in the
state ofor ohio let them do this im-
mediatelymed lately lest their enemies come
upon them etc the lord under-
stood what was in the hearts of the
eneenemiesinies of his people he under-
stood what they were lingdoing in their
secret councils in their secret cham-
bers to bring to pass the destruction
of the latter day saints that were
in the states of new york
and pennsylvania how shall
this work be done no
bishop to take charge of the proper-
ties the lord said let certain
men among you in the state ofnerofnew
york be appointed to take charge of
the properties of my people that
which you cannot dispose of or selleel
in time to flee out let them have
charge bf it to sellsoil it in aftertimesafter timeslimes
for the benefit of the church here
then was a revelation appointing
certain men withoutvilthout ordination
without the handle pro-
pertiespertpertieslesies to do that which bishops
were afterwards required to performafesnowherenownov here is a lesson for us be-
cause the lord does one thing in theilia
year 1831landand points out certain men
according to the circumstancecircumstancesa in
which people are placed that is no40
evidence that hewhowhe will always con-
tinue the same order the lord
deals with the children of men ac
cording to circumstances and after-
wards varies from that plan accord-
ing to his own good will and plea-
sure when these men had fulfilled
their duties IninyInTelationrelation to the proper-
ties of the Saint the saintesaints ladaad
gathered out from new york and
pennsylvania to the landlandofof kirtl-
and then it became necessary for a
regular bishop to be calcaicalledled anandd or-
dained also his counselorselors did the
lord point out that these bishops
should be taken from the high
priesthood no

and again I1 have called my ser-
vantvau edward partridge and give a
commandment that hebe should be
appointed by the voice ofor the
church and ordained a bishop unto
thetiie church and with regard to
choosing hishiss counselors the lord
said they should be selected from the
elders of his churchchurellChurellcli why did hetiesay the elders because the
high priestsersts at that time hadbad
not been ordained that is
they had not been ordained under
that namenaine although the apostle-
ship hadbad been conferred upon jos
eph and oliver even they were
called elders the word high priest
was not known among them to be
understood and comprehended uniun
til a long time after bishops were
called and that laIs the reason why
the lord saideaid to bishop partridge
91select from the elders of my
church 11 but 11 says one who has
read akethe doctrinene and covenants
you will find in the revelation giv-

en on the ath of april 1830 some-
thing abou tBishopsHigh Priestsemesete

the speaker was here stopped
that an important notice might be
given out

I1 was saying that at the time that
bishop partridge was called andnud or-
dained a bishop on the feb-
ruary 1831 that at that time there
were no high priests they were
notnob known under that name buhut
wewerere known under the name of the
AapostleshipApostlephin etc and hence elders
werere spspecifiedcl e to imIMS called as coun-
selorsars I1 wwas also saying that inili
the revelation given on the ath day

off april 1830 there was nothnothingnothino
saldaid about high priests at theathe time

ug

the revelation waiwakwaswag given neither
about bishops but you will fild
two paragraphs in that revelrevelationatloatio
which mention them which paraphradarpar
graphs were seerseveraltralafter thetiie revelationyears vm gitgir
which the lord had a perfect
to ddo and if it were fecesnecessary
might quote examples frona

we

ture to ahoir that the lordtaid kidsadds to
any revelation when he seesseea pmprope

in order to make it more fully U

derstood for instance you
collect that baruch L

from the mouth 0of erem
lengthy revelation e arding9

king of ismel and the houseouse ofofies
and that whenwilen the revelation
givenglien to the king of israel andlandi
he hadohad read three or four beattleaver
cucutt 1itt wiwithth tbthee penknife and cmeastcast
into the firenire that waswag on the
until ailall thethem rolltoll was bonsuha
did the lord give it over ag
yes and bayssays the sc pt
litlietherewererevere added besides unto
manynany like words not in the f
revelation jfif the lord took
method in the days of jerrealab X

there anythingg inconsistent in
Prprophetophel Jost ph in years
adding ththee words Bishopsfl aa
high in order that ta
people might more fully understandmyaly motive in mentioning thiathimjlellejie
things is that the people may unuz
derstand the waywaysa 0r ilihiways are not as th bays ofor mamahman4
lielthereither are his thoughts limited tib
our limited thoughts or concepconceptionstiou
but he does as he plgleaveseaves

by and by tildtile f time tameheicame belheligiheibej
the lord saw proper to make mahman
festtest something in relation to tin
name and the authority and BIlt
powerwer 0off this high priesthoodPriesthoerhshowingowing us that it was after flu

order of his only begotten am

that it holds the keys to power etetl
on the earth

wellwem after the first Bishonisho
been cchosenhosell and two elderseiders tried
ed by him to operate wiwithalt
illshis duties began tto0hl
more fully made manu
I1 shall not havabave time 0
occasion to point the V

ties that were assassignedgnad to biaria
edward partridge in thetho lanitjandt
zion in jackson countyty misso
and other dutiesdudes devolving upon ha14
while he yet remained at
perhaps jti might be well enough
however to juejus r briefly touch timapoi
his duties that were more 61fuli
made manifest when behe wawas r-equired to go output from Kirtland ate
a daysday journey to the boutsouthandbAnd
organize the Colesville brand bithe
town of thompson the i

hiimliim howbow to organizegrganize the people hiiaid
that there was a man in the churachurch
whose name was leman
had a large tract of landjand and tnlie

covenanted before god that if tb

Colesville branch would go upon liihi
landsland they bightmight have their inedinherit
ancesancess etc and that they might e-
nter into the order of god as should
be pointed out by the voice of tiethett
prophet and when thetile prophet
josephjosiph went out to thompsonir and

r

undertook to organize the
according to this promise t e
nant that was made bishop su i

was there and heI1 had X

pointed out to him how helie shouldshould

deal with that particular organiz-
ation that they shouldshoula all be made

equal and should receive their
ardshirardship and should consecratebonsecrate 4
of their property into the handihands rfd

the bishop and that was made t
sample for all other churche
throughout the lords arf
you may judge whether we hanhav
kept jtit or not and hisbig duties wenven
also made manifest in the latter PMpat
of the summer of 1831 and man
of the first eiderselders were commacomm
to go west of kirtland about oaca
thousand miles andband the bromnMN
was that the land which zathe M14
intended to give to his people aboul
be made known and it should 4t
told thumthem where the city li

built in the montha of july ad
august of that yearyean the 1U
buntedpointed out more fully the du llelie

ishopbishop partridge in regard tto0 diddi
ining the land that isibistuethe landasand
1had been pupurchasedrelias by the chuili
dividing it out among the
families of the saints the acl

families with the exception of ozalss

that had been baptized in that NW
were falthfaithfulfulfui ones among the cola
ville branch one of thetho earliesta

of the church tbttit
were commanded to flee from 0t
town of thompson because tu0
rich man hadbad broken his covenant
they went up to jackmonjackson
and bishop partridge waiwas COTScov

banded to divide off to alieni inhe-
ritances I1by the law of consecration

here talenthen was a bishop who
duties were made known and fa


