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txIN the Homi left review for may Is
a paper from the pen of rev dr
charlesharles 8 deems on the outlook inID

r theology the writer takes the ground
that theology is a progressive science

I1 and distinguished from all other
sciencesclancesclen ces by the fact that it tois imposed

ble to make the slightest advance inID
any department of science without
making a contribution to theology

F this is very good soeo far as itil goes but
theabe eminent writer spoilspolls it all tinin our

r view by the statement that theology
iateaa human science just as astronomy
laIs theology is the formulation by
theme human intellect of all it can learnkarn
ofet the facts of god y

this appears to us a very poor dt fl
action of theologytheol opy it is based on the
idea of the absence I1 of present or con

revelation and almost savors of
doubt as to past revelation theology
inato a divine science if anything it is
the science olof god and includes
knowledge of the existence character
attributes laws and doctrines of god
our relationship to him and commun-
ion with him it is written in scrip-
ture and abundantly attested by human
experience that man by searching
cannot find out god it is only by
deity manifesting himself to man
thatmot there rancan be any true knowledge
of him therefore theology is not a
human but a divine science it is
different in this essential respect from

astronomyonomy or any other human sc-
ience

it is because men have tried to form-
s theological systems as they would
C arrange what is known or sulsupposedposed to

be known of natural phenomena
that there is so much conconfusionfuston dis
sension and lack of knowledge that lois
lack of science in what is called theo-
logy revelation from god itif re
oeived in the epifspiritit of faith produces
knowledge of divine things human
peculationemulationecula tion and research will not do

thislm they leave doubt and uncer-
tainty in the mind and amount to
little more than guessworkguess work what
fixed principles there are in the
dox systems of theology have come by
divine revelation and are tacitly ac

as such in the creecreetiecredustio
F where there is no communication

from god to man or where men reau
diate such intercourse theology dotsdos
not really find place what passes foratit is a poor counterfeit and cannot
be properly called a science
for there tois scarcely anythingany thing

c in it that is actually known
it is a matter of opinion and opinions
concerning it are almost as various au
the minds of men in the true science
of theology are rules by which knowleknowl
edge of0f divine things can be obtained
and certainty be established in the
place of theory

dr deems sayssaya theology must be a
progressive science that is true but
scarcely in thetheseustheseue in which he views
it if theology is but a human science
anae experience goes on and the mind of
scha enlarenlargesgeshehe can throw away many
ideas that he once held and form othersjnin their plase to be repudiated with
further advancementai ud this he would
call progress and would be incidental
to the developdevelopment of human the-
ology

but in true theology progress means
adding not substituting it gives line

uuponpon line X
precept upon precept here

a littlittleto anand there a littlittleI1 e but does
not reject first principles As in the
science of mathematics nownew rules are
given with the advancement of the
student but the fundamental principles
are ever preserved and are necessary
to the system so it isie in true
theology

this necessitates continued revela-
tion aridand the world was always
opposed to that it is no differdifferenteDt to-
day even the teachers of what tois
called theology repudiate present re-
velation and do not believe that god
speaks to minman in the nineteenth
century though they profess to be-
lieve that he dd reveal himself in
the earlier ages of the world while
they take this inconsistent ground
theology will aalwaysways be to them an uun-
certain

n
mass of incongruities and

hypotheses
with divine revelation there is no

ambiguity the word of god is truth
the spirit of god guides into all
it manifests that which is unseen it
searches all things without its aid
there can be no true theology and the
theology which depends upuponn its mani-
festationsfe is not a human science
formulated out of the notions and
opinions undnd discoveries of man but a
divine science consisting of revealed
truths that have come and are coming
ardabd will continue to come from deity
himself and are a sure andaind certain
guide to divine knowledge every
truth cevelodevelopedwitted in human science har-
monizes with it and it is the test and
touchstone of them all

by this the existence character at-
tributes mind and will and purposes
of god and the relationship and du-
ties of man to him are made known
to those who receive his word and are
led by hisbin spirit and they advance
in the science of theology according to
their growing capacity their faith
their diligence and their obedience
and will ultimately know him even as
they are known and be prepared to
receive a falness of knowledge and be
associated with him who tois the primal
source of all scienceeface and all truth

THE NEW CHINESE EXCLUSION BILL

IN the early part of april the house
of representatives at washington
pawedpassed by a very large majority the
geary chinese exclusion bill in its
provisions this measure was as severe
as even the old exclusion methods
adopted in china in bygone times it
absolutely prohibits chinese from en-
tering the united states under any
conditions except as diplomatic and
consularular officials and their servants
even chinese who may leave the
united states were prevented from re-
turninglur ning the master of a vessel who
would knowingly land a chinaman on
these shores would be subject to a fine
of and imprisonment for one
year citizens sidingaiding or abetting in
any way to introduce eitner chinese
or persons coifof chinese descent were
subject to a fine of 1000 and imprison-
ment for one year even chinese tour-
ists before eenteringa t Ading the united states
would be red to obtain permits
from the secresecretaryre ary of the Tretreasuryamry
the bill also required chinese now
resident here to obtain certificates of
identification from the commissioner

of inland revenue such certificate to
be stamped with the portraitpor trait of the
person it purports to identify there
were a number of other provisions
equally as severe but those already
touched on amply illustrate the char-
acter of the meimeasureoure

in the senate a substitute to the
geary bill was reported from the com
cittee on foreign relations by sena-

tor dolph of oregon that measure
virtually provides for the continuation
of existexistingng laws for a period of ten
years longer mr squire of washing-
ton and mr mitchell of oregon vigor-
ously opposed the substitute measure
but the report was agreed to by a votetoto
of forty three yeas to fourteen nays
the title of the bill was next amended
making it read to prohibit the
coming of chinese persons into the
united StStaateLtep

A conference with the house was
next asked for and senators dolab
davis audand butler were appointed con
derees on the part of tho senate stepsstep
were taken by which a conference
between both houses was hfheldid on
the 3rdard itii at the report of this confer-
ence was laid before the senate and
after some discussion was agreed to by
a vote of 30 yeas and 1615 nays

on the ath dinst mr geary presented
the conference report in the house
after some ineffectual opposition the
report was agreed to by a vote of
yeas to 28 nays it alpearlaf pears that
the compromise measure which the
conference agreed on embodies essen-
tial featuresfea turee of both the original
house bill and its senate substitute
judging from what mr hitt of illi-
nois said in opposition the compromise
measure retains the certificate feature
with portrait attached of the geary
billar chinese now resident in this
country he alludes tote it asan reducing
a human being to the level of a dog
by the tagging system

the objection to existing legislation
on this question is that it tois defective
in identification when a chinaman
leaves the united states and returns to
his own country another takes his
certificate and returns on it to this
country and present provisions are
not adequate to detect the fraud
under the portrait system of identi-
ficationfi it seems that the old defect
can be to a large extent effectually
removed in future the celestial must
enter entirely on his own cheek and
queue

BUTLER AND JOHN BULL

THE cost of carrying out thehe bering
sea arbitration treaty between this
country and great britain as estimated
by mr blaine willwili be about
through the secretary of the treasury
he has forwardedforwar deu a request for an
appropriation to the above amount to
be expended under the direction of the
secretary of state with the approval
of the president mr blaine urges
the necessity of promptnessprompt nees on this
matter and it tois expected that con-
gress will authorize the appropriation
at once

in relation to this controversy two
distinguished personages have articles
in the north american review for
may they are general benjaminbenfamin F
butler and thebe marquis of lornelome the
former in his treatment of the subject

in no uncertain terms he


