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other citizens do? Or ehall they be
compelled to plo a slgn upon their
backe, reading tbus, *‘L am votiog not
as a Mormoun, but as & Damocrat or
- a8s & Republican, and tbere & no unlon
of Church a:.d State In me.”

The continual pparl and croakiog of
saome men about politieal movements
of Mormon Cburch officials, reminds
me of tbhe old sectarian doctrine of
predestination sod fore-ordination;
apd this language eeems Lo express
the desires of the would-be dictators to
tbe Mormou people. '"You may and
you rasyn’i, youehall apd you eban’i,
you’il be d—d it you do, you?il pe d—1
# you don’L.”

A great deal bas besep eaid receantly
about Church disciplipe. 1 sbould
like to ask 1o ail oander, What do men
expect of the Murmon people? Will
they be nllowed to live acd oontinue
lo have a religious organization? Will

they be alloweu o have a
Church dieciplice and reyuire of
all members an aceeplunce ol
that disciplipe? We have divided

on political lines, but according to our
views this ehould pot interfere with
our Cburch unity. The Mormoos,like
other religious communitier, conia not
long sarvive without a bead, or &u of-
gonlzed system; the more thorougi
the organiZation the grester the assnr-
aoce of perpetuity. This 1s whut every
religious community desires.

The Mormone are not entirely de-
void of fotelligence. I might use more
forceful language, ana eay they are not
foois. They desire the welfare of the
nation of whiob they ere a part, and
espscially do they hope for the develop-
ment snd proeperity of our new State,
and desire to see all the goud
and wise prediolions cobngerolng
fis onward march and ultlmate great-
ness fully reaiized. Neither are they
blind, for lbey oan see thsletrile apd
bicker!ngs will not hring the fruitlon
of thelr hopes, Lbut on lbhe cootrary,
will retard progress nnd preveut ad-
vancement. And eo I repeal, let us
bave peace, nnd if pome men cannot
desist and overcome the desire lo stir
up strife, let them emigrate to o more
congenial clime fur sway trom Utab,
and remaln there with their batred
uotil they bhate themeelves to a finish;
but let thoese who love thelr country
generally, and Utah in partioular,
strive to unite the whole people, andg
with “a long pull, and a strong pall,
and 8 pull altogether’’ savance our
now State.

The QChurch recognizes in her own
sphero {aith and morals. Bhe does pot
clajm to dictate in givil upd polltical
mattets; 3t the Church encroaches
upon the spbere of the Btate, we ahould
bid ber away; if the Biale enters intlo
the sanctuary of conecience, the proper
empire of the Church, the appeal Ia to
God, and tbe Htate ie ordered to hold
oft its hapncs., Buach is separation of
church and state we itis in Americ:,
cihurch and state revolving freely ip
their separate and distinet orbite.

Mormons fall bebind none of their
feliow cltizens ip admiring asnd de.
mandiog the continuaoce of guch dis.
tinctoperation. The Mormon QOburch
asks po aid In the preaching of the
Uospel but liberty from the State. It
claimes as a sacred right, Hterly io the
fullest peuse. I a0 a Molmon, bat i
am an Amerloan citizen, apd I must
not he deberred, hecause I am s Mor-

mon, from aoy right of any priviiege
graoted lo other Americap citiZens.

Tohe document read belore the late
General Conference of tbe Church ex-
presses the views of the general au.
thorities of the orgapnization and was
sdopted by upupimous Vote of lhose
assembled. This epistle bee been
named by some new Manpileslo; but
it has nothing new in pringiple. The
discipline ot the Oburch hasalwaye
been a liviog precept oy ope that can-
not be fgoored, and 1o accepling this
mapifesto the Mormon people 1ec)g.
mze the right of the nuthorities of the
Church to iesue the same apd the
pecesaity ot eantire obedience to
its rules, In it the Church bas
touched no man’s politice. It merely
shogumnces that when oue holding &
position of sutherity lo tbe Church
praposes to aestime any olber respopsi-
bility which ehall ipteftere with his
Ohurch dutles, he shall coosullt with
his superior officer before arpuming
sugch other responsibility. Evep in
every day buslpess propositlons this
role must be kept invioiale.

Those people who give utierance to
words of distrust and censure for the
Mormon leaders could be benpefitted.
By observing the Mormon creed,
whlch fe **mind your own buelnese;™
or If they cuuld go to Bleep for twently
yearsa ja Rip Van Winckel, the new
State of Utab would be greatly bene.
titted, and the people who love good
order and peace would have a chaoce
to grow up with the counplry.

*‘He that judgeth s thlog before he
hearethb it, ls not wise.!” Those would.
be monitors of the Mormen Church
should, when another opportupily tor
supposed criticism presents ieell, be-
come thoroughly acquainted with the
spirit and letter of the watter and Dot
agaio run oft ontg mu uUnreasonabdle
tirade o! uacalled-for abuse,

SEYMOUR B. Youxa.

ANCIENT CAVE IN TEXAS,

Among the old Mexicabs of Hidalgo
county, Tex., there bae always been a
Jegeod 1hal thers wiae 810 iMMeNes CAY-
ern near the Loma Blancs lake, which
{s gituated 1o the north-easlern part of
the gouloty, at A polnt Enown as Alta
Colorado or Red Clift, says the Galves-
ton News, Many were the wirange
stories conpecled with this mysterious
cavern, ot the history of whieb no one
seemeud to have any clear luea, Io the
old daye, when the primcipal occupa-
tion of the few Mexicaus who iobab-
fted tbis portloo of Texas was citch-
log mustapgs and fighting Endians,the
Loma Blanca sund Alte Colorado regico
was a [avorile Tesgit for Lhem, usthe
uille afforded splendid points ot obser-
vation from which an unobstracted
view of the conupiry for mapy miles in
all directions could be bad and natural
fortitications existed lor defensze.

The exlatence of the mysterious
cave was Enow o to most of toem, bul
few ever ventured near it, as it wae re-
garded witb superalitious awe. A few
of the more veaturesome occasjonally
went as far 28 the moutn of the cave,
and some have been Enown to pene-
trate the passage, which at that tlme
was open, to a distance of a few yards,
and then relurn fo their more tirnid
companlone with borrible stories of
what they had seen and bheard. Bome
gajd tbat after pagsing around the fret

lurn in the peerageway Immepee fires
could ba eeen-in the distanee, and that
buman forms could dietinctly he seen
10 the most excrucisting agony in the
midst of the firee; and amony some the
pagsageway leading lnto the cavern
was known as *'The Gateway to Hell,”
apd none cared to Ilovestigate ltlle
matter further.

Oune of the legends current

the Mexicans in relation to the 3:2?::5
those uays went oo (o elate thabl it
had been the headguarters of an im-
mense baod of roboers, whose opers-
tlone extended al!l alocy the Gulf @aast,
apnd thai immense amouniis gf lmasuré
nad been burled there; Lhat gn gne
accaslon, when the band aad just come
in from a Yery successiul robbing ex+
peditlon, they =all proceeded o the
m3in room of the cave apd com-
menced to erjey tbemaseives In regula-
tioo robber siylo when a dispute arose
whigh gulminated in a free Aght, apd
that all were kilied or too badly woupd~
ed to escape from the cave, and that
they all perlshed there beaside their
tressure aond that their eplrite stiil
hover around the Fp3t, guarding their
gold.

It ie said that during the close of the
lasl century a weathy Bpaniard, pamed
Vliilanueva, gol into some troubre with
the nuthorities of Mexico apu foupd it
vecessary lo flee the country 1o order
to save hie lite. He accordingly load-
ed an immedee amount gf gold apd
gems Upoh paok mules, and with ope
faithful eervant siarted north jg the
bope that he would reach s seapori.
He arrived at the Rio Grande and
crossed to the nortb side without mest-
iog any special mishap, but on arriv-
jog in the viclpily of the Lomsa Rian-
ka;lake he wae attacked by a roamin
pand of Indiape who sicuezdaetg ig
kilting his paok muties and mortally
woundiog his faitbtul servapt., Lt
seemed thet tbe Bpanlard was » man
of undoubted courage und was well
pupplied with arms and ammuooition,
shd taking advantage of the uatural
defenses above referred to wons able to
bold the savages at bay until they
were tired out of torced lo retire fof
lood.

The poor fellow then realized that be
wna alone, many miles from apy clvil-
jzed buman belng. Totold wealth be
bad, but with it all be could net pur-
chuse one sclitary comiort. He did pot
kpow the ceuplry, but rupposed that
he could be no great distance from the
Gulf coast. He examined thesurround-
ing hille and ulscovered whal appeared
to be the moulh of A caverpn. 'This he
explored tuoroughiy, making a careful
map of the eame. Ip the oave helound
several epringe of fresh waler, oumer-
ous passages, und several [arge roome,
one of which he decided to muke his
treasure vault nnd jntu it he cobhveyed
all bie weaith. After depositing bis gold
and gems he carelnlly closed up the
mouth or aoor leadlog lo the tressure
room, making a cement for the parpose
with the gypsumm snd yeso which he
found in abundacee, and marked the
epot with two old-iasbioned swords
crossed, Hethen siruck out alope in
au pasterly directioi and In a few days
reached Lhe Liagupna Madre and mao-
aged lo oroes over lo Padre island,
where he remslned for some time, untii
fipally picked tp by & Bpaopish vessel
snd taken to Bpaipo, where he soon
aflerward dled, Among hleeffecta were
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