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AMES CRONIN, gpevial agent Unit=
od States (reasury department, was
about as keen an operitive us there
wad in the gecret service, His head-
quiarters were in Chicago, and many @
the road

counterfelter was sent over
by “Jimmie" Cronin, a8 he was affec-
tonately called by his friends
Crendn and Cheney were mud h the
saine as regards ability, but Cheney
had ambitions (und wag achleving
them) beyond the mere detection of
crime, Cronin hadn't any apmbitions

peyond the running down of a smoothe
fingered gentlemun or gmaghing a gang
of counterfeiters, He was a greal g,
whaole-souled Irishman, full of wit, and
fis brave as a lon. Heé wias alvays
poor; every cent he  recelved went
through his fingers ke water, but, us
he said to Cheney, with o alight Irish

brogue: “Phut the divil good 18 money
eave to have fun wid? Ye see, Jack,
J haven't any one dependent on me, and

too old to work I'll Kiss

when I get
the world goodby.
been & rich rgan had he any desire to b
@ grafter, ,rtzr-ul deal of money had
been offered him at different times, but
each thme refused. He wus ar honest as
a sturdy oak,and Cheney « ounted Cronin

Cronin could have

as one of hix glanches! and best friends,
Tho head of the freasury department
geore! sHervice on more thian one oevas
glon bad been Informed by Col Cheney
uf some exceptfonally goed work that
had been done by Cronin. Modesty wi
uiie of this Irls wtn'g predominating
viriues, he mor r rivel npilgh-
o aote, neve 4 i iny I the divers
details used i thepr amulishment
Crondp came jnto Cheney office one
day, and alio weion of “Tap
" the morni i I Ihrew #ix
bright  silves folln he desy

and =ald.
“What do you think of that bunch o

sHver?”

made by the
the gang waga

are all identical

That's wherd

The coinsg

same die
not cute: they should have changed the
mill mark. These are all supposedly
'Frigco minting., Clew one:  The die

from which these colng were cast was
made by a die eutter of the San Fran-
c¢lsco mint, or one who has at one time
or other worked there. Moxican sliver
is uged In the colnage. Now, clew two:
Meoxican silver can, of course, ha bought
up here, but out on the const and on the
frontler pesos are dealt in alimost ke
potatoes, therefore the plant of this
gung iz at some convenlent point to

“lnow what became of him after
left here?™”
“No, I don'l. 1 heard he went back
o his old home in Manhelm, Gers
many, It was sald he came from a
very good family.”

After a little further conversation
Cheney left, promising to let Fiz-
geruld know in case anything came
up As soon ag Cheney got down
town he cabled to his correspondent
in Berlln, Germany, asking fop defl-
pite Information of Emil Kuhn, of
Manheim, Cheney's organization way
80 perfect he had correspondents in

he
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DIPLOMAT SUED FOR HORSEWHIPPING WOMAN.

Cheney Knes\ frimecdiately Lhe
queer’” moniey i being passed, anmd
Crouin had dizeovered i, and winited
hig advice and aperation on the case,
He pleked up 1h er dollars one by l
one, fingered then corefully, took &
mlerogcope and minutely examined the
miling and stamping.  Then he passed
vach oue betws Lk thomb wnd fores
finger of his righ ipd, Afier that a
patr of feathervelghl sedales came loto
play, and the ins  were aarefully
welghed, (liene stuckod five In om
ile and the sixtn ol he tossed over
o C'rondn

Phat coin'ds all vight, Jimmie, but
these five are queer’

“Right yo ore, Cheney, bat that's the

Sueerest queer’ 've cver lald my eyes
on'"

“Yem, I notice it The silver in these
five ‘gueer’ colps 1w of a higher alloy

than the real coin. That's a paradox,
bt '8 o true
Well, whateyw
afl right 10 me,
‘Where'd you pick
Jimmie?"
“Ovor In the Pirst National three weeks
o, Later [ found them in several
ciher banks, and reportg from the west

one,”
paradox’ i« it sounds
colng,

up these

indigate that part of the country I8
flooded with them.”

YAny susplelons, Cronin

Nary a one, (Cheney The ome
feom everywhere, country banks, big
vtares. ratlroads, ronl companies, and
what not, Why, hang W Ly nun
wonld take one of those colng and never
notive 1. An expert would be fooled.
You would have taken a number of
them without &« murmur,  So would L

At It so?

“Sure thing,' murmured Cheney, At
the same thne he was studying the
volng with the microscope. “Cronin,'” he
continued, “these coins all bear the mill
mark of the S8an Francisco mint, Made
any Investigations along that line?"”

“No, not yet, L've just been feeling
around, 1 reported it to the chief, and
he directed me to run It down,  Blamed
casy thing foy the chief to sit in Wash-
fngton and say ‘run ‘em down,’ but it's
not go easy to do j."

Cheney was husy, but heard every
word Cronin had spoken. He had a
doal Intellect, He could hear and un-
derstand intelligently what « person
was talking about and at the game time
his mind could be working out soms
sort 0! a problem,

“Excuse me a minute,
ruld, and was gone,

Cronin smoked in sflegee, while he
slowly jingled the coing, His mind, too,
wus active; he knew Cheney would be
with him In the case; and if it could be
golved, surely they could do it

The colonel came back [ about 15
minutes and lald down one of the coins
with a section cut out,

“1 thought so, Jimmie,"
ed

“Thought what?" snapped

“Phese coing are Mexicon
Iheir value In 'nited States money
Is §7% centr. The man, or gang,
can buy all these Mexicans they want,
rocast them Into our dollars, and net
6§21, cents profit, Queer, too, isn't, it
Cronin, the counterfeils are better gll-
ver than the good dollars?"

*Well, all that's news, Cheney, and
interesting, but what we want Is to
find the man that's making this bum
money.'"

“You're a good ways off from
plant at this minute, Cronin.”

Cronin looked quickly at Cheney,
ALl railllery and  joshing had disap-
poared from his face; he was working
out the problem.

“You don't mean to tell me that you
have a clew already, Jack?

“Nat one clew, Cronin, but two of
them-—two good live leads. Now listen,
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the Mexiean frontier, where money s

pientiful. The ‘quecr’ money I8 made,
shipped seven ways for Sunday, and
put in eireulation.” g

“Olew one and clew two are very in-

teresting, but we're a long ways fromn
the right party.”

“yes," interrupted Cheney, smiling,
“9 000 miles, more or less, But, Cronin,
we're golng to gel those bivds sooner
or later, T'd rather run down a gang
like that than eat, They're clever, but
as [ told you, they've made one mis-
take, and that mistake will be theie
doom,’

YRy George, old man, the chief'll he
glad you're on this.’
chief

“Don't say anything to the
ahout it, 'm golng to 'Frisco tonlght
Later 1 may wire you to come, Ul
keep In touch with you, and in the

meantime you find the person or per-

gons who are floatihg this money up
here, Don't arrest them: Jjust keep
them under survei#ince, We want the

King pin ofythis erowd, then the gang
will fade away.'

“All right, Cheney, U'Il do as you
gay, but keep me posted.”
“T'Il sure do that, Cronin,” The two

men parted, and after clearing up the
odds and ends of current work, Cheney
made ready te leave for '¥risco, The
Overland earried him west that nighe,
and three days later he landed in the
“American Paris.” He had been there
before on numerous occaslons, had a
number of good friends, and spent the
first evening just looking around, "Fris.
co always had a large tloating popu-
lation of Mght-fingered gentry, and
Cheney went to the hall of justice,look.
ed aver the gallery, joshed with the city
forge without reveuling his  mission,
and after a trip through Chinatown

went to the Pajace and had a  goold
night's gleep,
He wnas cordinlly recefved nat the

mint the next wmorning. Fltzgerald, the

puperintendent, had not as yet been in-
formed regarding the “Mexican
Of course he gormized Cheney was oul

Ones

|
there on business !

“Fitggerald." sald Cheney, after Itl'l
usual =ajutations had been exchanged,

I want to gee 4 jlist of your die cul-
tors

“Not much of a list, colonel, Tet's
see, there's only four of them-—Gang-
ley, Stearns, Ritchie and Vs

“Who cuté the dle for silver dollays?

"Ritchie

“I8 he all right?'

“Yeos as stralght a8 a die.  Beon here
pbout two years, Makos 81,800 per Pour, l
married, lives over in Berkeley, and i3
a gooud, useful citizen I

“The other three: how about them

“All good men, and old«<timers, Thy
voungest of them, Evans, has heen
here seven vears, and vgangley and
Stearns both have been here over 10
years,"

Cheney handed Fitzgerald one of th
Mextcan ones. “What do you think of
that coin, Fit2?" Fitzgerald examined
it closely and sald

"Looks good to me,

Cheney then told

Cheney."

him how (I was

discovered, and what he suspected

Fitegerald took down s record book
and studied it carefully for ¢ moment,
and then said:

“T am positive me of my di it
tesw 41 that worl Ahout three
years ago there wi ¢ (He cutt work.
ed In this mint by 1 e of Kuhn

Emil Kuhn., He was a high class )
workman, bhut rvather uncertnin In his |
habits, It 1 remember rightly, he
drank more or less, and (wo yours
back he was dlizcharged

DI he vut dies foy ailver ones?™

"Oh, yes, Kuhnn was an artisl e
could cut a by for any coin, He also

palnted quite well,”

all the Buropsan capitals, 1In his own
mind he was confident Kuhn had &
hand in Noating the Mexican ones
To make sure, he determined to run
him down, if he were on earth, He
wrote Cronin in Chicago what had
been done and what his susplelons
were, Then he walted. Manheim was
some distance from Berlin, and It was
three daysg later when he received a
ciable saying:

“Emi] Kuha well known in Man-
hetm,  Came back there two years
wgo, And was married to daughter of
the burgher. Health broke shortly
afterwards and returned tw United
States Letters recelved from him
thowed he was lving Iin Los Aun-
geles and painting pletures for a lvs
Ing. His wife still In Manheim. Kuhn
expects to return to Germany pext

gpring, Health has been restored.” 'S

“Pratty definite information that,
muttered Cheney, He wired Cronin
to meet him at the Hallenbeck hotel,
Los Angeles, ag soon as possible, and
the “owl] train” on the Southern Pa-
oific that night cerried Cheney on his
way south, The populatioh of Los
Angeles at this time was o heterogeno.
ous ‘crowd of consumptives and tour=
jsts, There always was a large oum-
ber of artists, good, bad and Indiffers
ent, located in thig elty of Los An-
gelex, and the day following his. ar-

rival Cheney began to investigate
them.  Not an Emil Xubn could he
find There was a German  artist

named Buehlow, but he was married,
and ng Kuhp had a wife in Kurope,
Cheneoy hardly thought Buehlow and
Kuhn could be one,

Two days later Cronin came in
from Chicago, and Cheney told him
all that had transpired sinee they
parted company.

“Very interesting, Cheney, very in-
teresting,” commented Cronin, “but
nothing very dafinfte, Your telegram
from Germa © may or may nol have
been authentie,

“All righi, Cronin. cavil and doubt
If you want to, but ¥ know Kuhn is
the man we want, and I know IKuhn
fs right here in Los Angeles, Since
I wired you to come | have ascer-
tulned that sevaral large shipments
of Mexican silver have been made to
Trujilio, just below here. The coln
was delivered to a Dutchman and two
other men., They disappearcd from
Trujillo, and I am thinking they
Inio;:gh( the stuff up here and recoin-
ed it

“Chenay, 1 hope you're right, Now,
what's the lay "

“You make yourself known at the
banks and find out how much of this
rotten gllver Is around here. I'm go-
ing on another still hunt for Kuhn,
Will meet you here every evening.”

“All right, Jack."”

Something told Cheney to take an-
other look at Buahlow. He found the
German artist Hved in a very pretty
little cottage on the bank of the Los
Angeles river, His wife was a good
looking Mexlean, and did the houses
work, The Buehlows kept to thems
selves, and were not neighborly at all

Cheney was  disguised, About 3
o'clock In the aftornoon Buehlow left
his house and went down town, Che-
ney followed, and saw him go to the
postoftice ganeral delivery  window.
There was a crowd around at the time,
and Cheney could not hear the name
Buchlow gave. In a jiffy he was be«
hind the door, hix credentials casily
admitting him

“That man,” he sald to the astons
Ished clerk, pointing at Buehlow's re.
treating form, “who 8 he?"

“Why, slr his name 1s Kuhn.”

“Kuhn, eh!” sald Cheney, “What's
his first name ?**

“Emdl \

"Ry Jove, [ thought so, How uften

does he get his mail here? and where
does it come from?"”

The clerk was bewlildered but mane
aged to stammer out; “He gets his
mail about once a month, and all his
letters come from Germany,”

“Manhelm?"

“Yes, that's the place,”

“All right, my boy. Say nothing
about this conversation,” and he was
goue

Cronin and Cneney met after sups
per and Cheney said, “Jimmie, ['ve
run him down. I've got Emil Kuhn.”

“The deuce you have! How-—when
—where?" '

Cheney told  him wand
“Now we go for him. Tonight we
begin a spot on him.” Off they went
and were soon outside the Buehlow
cottage. A light was burning in the
front room and through the window
Buehlow and his wife could be plainly
#een, he smoking and reading and
she sewing.

“Domesntle, ain't i1, Jack?" mumbled
Cronin,

“Damnably
be a blind,”

At 10 o'clock the light in the front
room was extinguished; one gppeared
upstairs for a moment, then the curs

continued:

s0: yes, but that may

tain was drawn down and the house
was dark For three nights thig fol«
lowed Cheney was mad; Cronin dis-
gusted,

“I tell wyou, ronin, It may look
straight but It {sn't, There's a way
o get at that man and I'm golng to
do it. He's got a wife in Germany;

this woman here may think she's his
wife but she's not, She's a Mexican
and once let her get wind that Bueh-
low I8 playing fast and loose with
her and she'll give him away quick

enough, There's always ‘a woman in
the case.’ Senora Buehlow I8 the one
here”

A day or so after this a natty look-
ing stranger appeared at Buehlow's
home. He was a connoisseur and
had heard of Mr, Buehlow's painting,
ete,, ete,

The Dutchman really. was a gool
artist; his flower painting was beauti-
ful, Cheney (for he it was) dickered,
praised and finally sald he would come
back next day, He did and the day fol-
lowing. Buehlow took to him and they
became quite friendly, Cheney bought
one or two small pleces, One day while
they were having a friendly smoke
Cheney sald:

“What part of
from, Buehlow?"

Tha question was

Germany are you

L1

quickly put,

the German was taken quite unawares
and answered:

“Maoheim.”  Then he colored red
and white by turns.

“Manhelm, eh? Pretty
I've been there several times.
several familles there.”

But Buehlow didn't want to pursue
the subject further, Cheney saw It
and changed the topic.

Cheney knew Buchlow was Kuhng
knew bhe had worked in the Frisco
mint; knew all about him; knew even
in his own mind that Kuhn was the
head of the “Mexican ones' gung; but
the proof—the proof—that's what he
needed and he didn’t have it. He must
strike him through the woman,

The next day when Cheney called
Buchlow was out, presumably gone tor
the mall. Renora Buehlow received
him. After a few commonplace remarks
Cheney sald:

“You have Kknown Senor Buchlow
eng, senora?”’

“No, not long, senor; only two years,
1 met him just after he came 1o Los
Angeles,” .

"A caso of love af first sight, eh?

The senora's eyes drooped and she
softly sald, "8I, senor,” using the goft
language of old Mexico, Cheney leld
the conversation along, and gradually
wpproached the subject of bad fafth,

"Suppose, senora, you found Senor
Buehlow was false to you, had an-
other wife living in Germany; what
would you do?"

The senora's face hardened, her black
cyes glittered, and true to her Spanish
blood she safd, “I'd kil him!”  Her
voige was quiet but very tense,

“But killing would be a crime, scno-
ra."

“It {8 never a crime to avenge a Wo-
man's honor,”

“That's the unwritten law, senora,
but not God's law; that says “Thou
ghalt not kill.! But why talk about
such things? I was only fooling, that's
all."

“Senor Cheney, you
ing."

The Mexican woman WwWas very calm,

but very much in earnest, She con=
; 4 in asking

place that.
Know

were not fool

tinued:  “You had a purpose ‘
me those questions, Now what was
{t? If you are lylng to me ' kil ycl»!:i

If you are not lying ~well, then,
kil Buehlow,” |

Cheney leaned towards her, his man=
ner, too, was very tense and very earn~
est. “Senora Buelow, I am not lying.
Come with me and I'll give you the
proof; then yon ean do as you will”

Qujetly and withour & word the wo-
man pleked up her mantilla and down
town they went, Cheney took her to
the treasury department gecret  ser-
vice office and sent for Cronlin. Then he
told her what h--‘«»w of Kuhn's mar-
rlage and lfe in emany. He had the
proof (they having been sent him atdig
request), She saw and was convineced
and rose to go,

“Walt a moment sald Cheney. The
woman, wonderingly, sat down and
gazed at thlis quiet masterful man,

“Senora Buehlow, you have been
wronged, grievously so, and you wuant
revenge, You can have it without a
death, Wonderingly the woman looked
4t him, faint suspicion was beginning
to creep over her. He continued:
“Buehlow—or Kuhn—has been violating
the law for vears, While earning his
living ostensibly by his brush he has
been colning Mexican pesos into Unit-
¢d Stales dollars, You know he has,
Senora; you've helped him; you are an
nccessory berore and after the facl; you
will be punished as severely as he”
The woman quailed, Cheney knew hq
had struck home, “Now If you will do
as T say, you will have your revenge
for your personal wrongs and you will
sscape punishment for the counterfeit-
ing erime. Will you go as [ want? Will
you?"

“8y, senor, se—what you wan

“Where is the money made?”

“In & cave jJust back of the
right on the river bank"

“How {8 this cave reuched?

“Two ways, Senor. One through a
tunnel leading from our cellar, the
other by a door from the river bank.
This door Is coverad with dirt and green
plants so it cannot be seen, but on
pulling & certain bush it will open. Min-
utely she described the cave and its ap-
proaches, Then Cheney wsald:

“Now, Senora, you go hack home and
act ag If nothing had happened. Tonight
at midnight the place will be ralded,
but you will be allowed your freedom,
If you fail us it will go mighty hard
with you,'"

“Have no fear, Senor; I won't fall
vou" Her eyes glittered, her breath
came in little gasps, but she would
carry out her part, She wanted re-
venge, and then she could be free, go
back to Mexico—and—who knowg—

Hhe left and Cheney turned to Cro-
nin, “Well, Jimmie, how about it, eh.”

“You're a wonder, Jack. But we've
got a fight ahead of us, maybe,"”

At 12 that night the cave was rald-
ed. Kuhn and two accomplices wera
turning out some fine work, The sur-
prise was complete, The prigoners were
warched to jall and then Cheney gave
Senora Buehlow a chanee to say a few
things to her supposed husband., The
conversation was animated and bitter
to a degree. Finally the pair were
separated and the next day the wo-
man disappeared. The evidence was
complete without her testimony and the
gang got 15 years In Folsom prison
Cronin was promoted and Cheney—well,
Cheney was sutlsfied,

Next story “The $100,000 Policy."
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