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impede progress, yet they hope and
ray that the faith may grow so strong
that they wiil be able to surmount eve
obstacle. All may cometo the knowl.
edge of the truth as it is in Christ Jesns
My earnest prayer is that the time will
soon come when people will quit perge-
cuting to a considerable extent at least
and Investigzate the principles of the
Gospel, and that they may be able to
see and realize the beauties, the grand.
are and the blessings that await all those
who obey the true and everlasting Gos-
el.
g May Heaven’s choicest blessing at-
tend the Elders who have visited us,
for bringing us the true and everlasting
Gospel and laking 50 much interest in
WS W. J RoGERS.

KANSAS CONFERENCE.

RavmonDp, Rice County,
) April 2gth, 1897,

Qur new president, E'der Williaw, T,
Jack, together with eight other Elders,
ook their departure Irom Salt Lake
City on April 13th, for St. John Kansas,
the hearquarters of the Indian Terri-
tory mission. We arrived at headquar-
ters about 1T a. m., on April 15th, w here
we were greeted with the pleasant smiles
of the Elders and Saints who reside
there.

After surveying some of the most
interesting features of the city, one of
the most beautilul being the Lalter-day
Gaints” church building and its grounds;
the Elders assembled in Priesthood
meeting, where we had a spiritual feast,
receiving valuable instructions from El-
ders Jack, Jobn M. Kwnight and others.
We also convened in Priesthood meet-
ng the day following, where each Elder
had the privilege of expressing his
feelings, and some bore strong tesii-
monies.

Then we were assigned to our various
fields of lahor. Three of our number
were sent to Texas, the other five re-
maining in Kansas, although we are
widely separated. Elder H M. Godfrey
and mysell were sent to Rice couaty,
where we joined Elders wWilliam T.
Harper, of Alhion, ldaho, and Samuei
B. Hazen, ot Salt Lake City, who have
been laboriag here for several months
We found them enjoying a rich abun-
dance of the Spirit ot 1he Lord, and the
very best of healih; also tne happy as-
sociation of mapy Samis and Iriends,
which, by their congenial spirit and
humility before the Lord, have heen
raised up before them on every band.
Their labors certainly have been crowned
with success, for they have been the jn-
struments {n the hands of God 1n lead-
ing jourteen houest souls into the Cburch
of Christ. blany others are eagerly in-
vestigauing 1he Gospel, and we bope
their eyes will be opened to the truth by
that still, small voice which bears testi-
mony 1o every honest-hearted soul.

The number which has entered the
fold ot Christ in this part of the vine-
yard being sufficient to warrant the or-
ganization of a branch, it was effected
April 25tb. This necessitated a visit of
Elder fack, who was accompanied by
Elder ] hn M. Knight, secretary, and
Elder Samuel Kirkman, chonster. We
all partook of the hospitality of the
Saints here, who always have received
the Elders with open hearts,

Sunday, atga m., the ordinance of
baptism was sttended to. ‘At 10 a. m.,
Sagbath school convened for organiza-

tion. Elder William T. Harper was set
apart as superintendent. Members of
the Sabbath school and Elders were 1n-
structed in their duties. An inspiring
spirit prevailed and the pegple felt like
going forward wilh great zeal in the
Sunday school cause.

At 2 p, m, we convened in the school-
house for our Sunday services: Elder
Samuel B. Hazen presided  Atter sipg-
ing and prayer, Secretary John M.
Knight spoke on the organizatlon of 1the
Church. Etder Jack then spoke, giving
general instructions.

At 8 p. ni., Elder Jack spoke first
on the oirigin of man. Elder Knight
hore a sirong testimony to the divinity
of the Propnet Joseph Smith’s mission.
Elder Kirkman sang “O, my Father,”
and meeling adjourned.

The people came from far and near,
listened with great interest, and seemed
to drink in the Spirit which aciuated the
Speakers.

Next moming, before the departure of
our visiting Eiders, we held a council
meeting.

We are now ready to continue olr
labors. Elders Harper and Godfrey
will labor in Rice county; Fider Huzen
and myself will open a new field in
McPherson county.

The Elders are laboring energetically
in this conference, with Elder W. H.
Green at their head.

The weather has been very tad for
some time, and the wind blowing almost
incessanily for several days.

I feel my inability more at present
than in any other avocation of lie. It
is necessary (o be humhble before the
Lord; and it is also necessary to fill our
minds with knowledge I would ad-
monish our young men in Zion to take
advanlage ol every oppartunity afforded
hem. YaMES W, ANDRRSON.
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TRAVELING IN KENTUCKY.

MoNTICELLO, Kentucky,
. Apnl, 28th, 1897.

Mysell and companion, Elder F. T.
Ballam came into this county on March
13th, making our way towardthe couny
seat, asis the custom of the Elders, on
coming into fown, we were entertained
for the night by Mr. Robert Chesney, a
large planter. The next morhing we
hunted up the principal men and made
their acquaintance and ask toget a large
Church, but farled as some people en-
tertained strange ideas about Mormons;
but by presistent effort we succeed in

etting the large court house, where we

eld four meetings, we were kindly cared
for by the leading men of the town,
taving staid with the county clerk and
at three ot the large hotels.

Many are anxious to hear what the
Elders have to say, there having been so
much said against them 1n 1ime past
There is ani interest manifest among
many to find out what the Mormons be-
iieve, and it is fast spreading; for if an
Elder comes into a neighborhood it
seems that all know it at once, and the
Elders are supplanting error with the
t;uths of the everlasting Gospel, it is a
great privilege for a young manto go
into the world to declare those principles.
He soon finds himsel! alone in a far off
land and no one to ask but Him who is
above, and it causes him to be humble
so he soon begins to exerclse faith.

Many of our people at home do not
appreciate their surroundiogs. It they
couid glance around and see how many

people elsewhere have to struggle to get
along they would try to make the best of
their own surroundings.

There is one accomplishment which
helps an Elder very much, on a mission,
and that is to be able to sing. The
people love 1o hear the songs of Zion
and never get tired of hearing them.
My companion made many friends in
‘Monticelio by singing hymns. They
seem to sink deep into their hearts.
Many come out to bear the singiog, yet
do not care about the preaching.

We will sopon be looking forward to
conference when we can greet each other
as fellow missionaries iv this field.

Nerar MARTINEU.
F. T. BALLAM.

PRESIDENT WILFORD WOODRUFF.

Wilford Woodruff heard the Gospel in
his early manhood and recelved a testi-
mony of its truth, and after baptism and
confirmation he was ordained a Priest
and sznt out to preach the glad tidings
of great joy,

Among the prophecies of Joseph
Smith, the Propnet, was one with day
and date in regard 1o the commence-
ment of the woik on the Lords House
at Far West, And the mob element
of that section said, that if all the rest ot
the prophecies of Joseph were tulfilled,
this one should not be tfulfitled .

Some of the doubting authorities ot
tbe Church expressed ihe heliet, that
God wou'd not require them t» do this
labor, as the spirit of batred and mob-
ocracy was so violent in that section ot
country. ‘‘But,”’ says Brigham Young,
¢ consulted wuoh the members of the
Twelve, who were with me, and found
that we were of one heart and mind on
this subject, that we ought to make this
prediction of the Propuet’s true, and
they all expressed a desire to fulfill the
revelation *’

Accordingly the brethren staited {gr
Far West, which was reached in safety.

Early on the morning ol Apnl 26tn,
1839, tne appoinied day, they met a1 the
‘L emple lot, und Elder Culer, tbe Mas-
ter workman, commenced the foundation
of the Lord’s House, by laying the cor-
ner stone of the soutbeast corner of the
building.

Then, sitting ot that memorable stone,
George A. Smith and Wiltord Woodru
were ordained two of the Twelve
Apostles of the Lamb.

President Woodruff at this time, 3rd
ot March, 1840, an Apostle of the Lord
Jesus Christ,was pursuing his missionary
te.bors in the kingdom of Great Britain.

©'According to the direction of the
Spirit,” said he, "I went to Hereford-
shire and called upon John Benbow, at
Castlebroom. 1 found a people pre-
pared for the Gaspel. [ preached twice
at his house, O tne 6th I baptized six
persons, including John Benbow and
wite. (A few weeks aiter, Brother Ben-
bow came to Apostie Woodruff and
brought him a bpag o! gold, saying,

' Here is 44000, or about $20,000. | lay
it at yuur teet’’—he nad read in
the fourth chapter of Acis, how

they, in the former Church ot Christ,
brought their means and laid it at the
Aposiles’ feet. Brother Beabow
said: ‘Here, take this maoney,
thou Apostie of Jesus Christ, and
use it as seemeth thee good.” But
Brother Wooruff refused the money, and

said to him: ‘'l have come here to save
the souis of men and not after their



