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We have full confidence that if the
right kind of men shall tackle this
problem in the right spirit, plans will
be readily evolved that will give real
relief without a suggestion of pauper-
iem or mendicancy, and that will
prove of tangible benefit not less fo
those who receive than to those who
seem to give it.

REPORT ON THE GREAT STRIKE.

Two days ago our telegraphic col-
umnscontained a synopsig of the report
of the Federal Labor commission rela-

tive to the great railroad skrike, includ-
ing the recommendations of the cow-
miselon for legislation on the part of
Copgress, Today the full text of the
document has been received by mail,
These recommendations are certaln to
pecagion  much grave disdussion
thrcughout the countty, They advise
Congrees (o enter a new fleid of legie-
latiop, and undertake to regulate by
statule matters that bave heretofore
been regarded as beyond the scope of
legislative power nr authority, especi-
ally under a goveroment based upon
a constitulion resembling that of tbe
United States, They deal with vital
and delicate questionsof coustitutional
law. and are of a nature to carry dis-
may to the heartof an old-school striet
constructionist of the American Con-
stitution.

Little if any objection will be rajsed
againet the recommendations of the
committee which look to arbitration
conand ciliation between railrcads and
their employes, Anything which
Coungrees can do to provide agenoies
that will be able to accomplish results
by such means will probably meet
with almost universal endorsement. In
Massachusetts ihere existe 8 commie-
glon which isa sortof tribunal baving
authority to investizate strikes and
lockeuts and repoit findings aud
recommendations. While weither
employer nor employe is legally bound
by the action of tuis body, great moral
welght usually attaches thereto and
publicopinion is very likely to condemn
that side of the labor controversy
which refuses to acquiesce in the
recommendations made by this court
of arbitration. The recommendation
of the Federal Liabor commission that
other states fcllow the example of
Massachusetts in this regard will meet
with general approval,

But the proposition which is urged
by the commiseion, that Congress pro-
vide means !or adjusting differences
belween ratiroads aud their employes
which shall be similar to the provisions
of the intersiate commerce law for
settling disputes between shipper and
carrier, reaches the vitals of the
whole matter, Questions as to the
authority of Congress under the Con-
stitution to do thie, and as to how such
a law could be eniorced, at once spring
up. This isreally a plan for compul-
sory arbitration, a subject which has
excited thought and discuseion among
the most profound minds of the age,
without resulting in any eolution o!
the problem that has been deemed
practicable,

For example, a union of railroad
employes refuse to work for the

wages offered them, and strike,
The case is brought te‘vre a court,
an investigation is bad, and a

decision in rendered requiring the men
to resume work, How can such a de-
cision be enforced? By what means
can & crew of railroad men be com-
pelled to operate a train if they object
to so doing? Only by the inflietion of
penalties, such ae fire and imprison-
me: t. May then the civil power, un-
der the Amerlecan Coopstitution, fine
anu imprison a man for refueing to
follow an employment which for any
reason is distasteful to bim? On the
other hand, shsll labor uniones be per-
mitted to inflict upon the country the
stupendous damage, fAnanoclal apu
otherwise, which results from exten:
give strikes and boyecotts?

It wculd seem that an era bas been
reached in the progress of civilization
whenp the welfare of the race, if not its
very perpeiuity, demands legislation
uf a character Jiflerent and more far-
reaching than has heretofore been
known. The suppression of anar-
chy, which is growing so fast
in many countries, involves difficulties
and legislative problems very simiilar
to those conpected witu the prevention
of strikes; but relf-preservation is the
firat law of soclety as well ap of the in-
dividusl. The French Chamber of
Deputies has recently led out in the
epnactment of laws more drastic than
modern ticaee have known under any
except the most Jes, otic of govern-
ments, and the example thus set will
probably be followed in other coun-
tries, even in this, with modifications
more or less marked.

But can natious save themselves by
means of their owo law:? No. To
escape the dangers apd destructive
upheavals that (hreaten them they
must obey laws that bave originated

in & wisdom superior to man’s,
Society in civilized lands has
outgrown its former seli The
printing press, the genius  n!

the mechanical inventor, the triumpbs
ot science, and uther agencies of
change, have wrought such transform-
ations in the social world that the
race must obey the laws that insure ite
welfare in its new state, or it must
sufter eitner extinction or a relapse
into barbarism, Forces are operating
in our age which can vuo more be
checked by human legislation than the
porth wind can be by the school boy’s
kite with which it toys. Bociety musl
conform itself to the currents of those
forces, or be engulfed, This means
that pride and selfishness must be
checked, and that a broader Christi-
anity must be vonformed to than that
which prevails in the world now. ln
other worde, the Gospel must be obeyed
by such portions of the human race
as would escape the perils that hang
over all the world.

A CHURCHMAN POLITICIAN.

Careful readers of the newspapers
haveno doubt noticed that there {8 a
vast amount of talk as to how the peo-

ple of New York shall show their ap-
preclation of Lhe laors of Rev, Dr,
Parkburst in the smashing of Tam-
many. Itisuniversaily admitted that
to him is due more credit for the com-
plete defeat of the vdious vrganization
than to any otber man or all vther
men combined, During many months
he made uprelenting war on muniei-
pal corruption in the national metrop-

olis with scarcely a friendly official

or newspaper to aid him. But
the reward of his perseverance came
at Jasl; and in  the terrible

disclosures of the Lexow investiga-
tion, he was not only vindicated, but
the moral effect was so tremendous
that the people rose in their might
and whipped the ofending party out
of public office almost to the last man,
No more eignal instance of the indi-
vidual accomplishment of a great pur-
pose in 5o short a time was ever given.
Peter the Hermit himself scarcely did
as much agaipst lesser obstacles in the
very strongholds of Christian enthu«
siasm, While Dr. Parkhurst knew he
bad found a plague spof ripe for prob-
ing, he was mel at every band with
ridicule, and bampered by shrewd op-
poeitiop, But relorms once ipstituted
do not go backward; and as the light
tegan to penetrate the region of offi-
clal rottenness, even defenders ot the
blight withdrew with very shame, un-
til the expoture was at last able,
with merciless thoroughness, to lay
the hidecus evil wholly bare.

And now, as has already been hinted
at, the question with New Yorkers ls,
how shall the reformer be rewarded,.
how shall the great good which he
has wrought be Jommemorateu?
There is not a politician nor a paper
thut does not recognize his splendid
services, Without exception the bet-
ter elements of the community agree
that what was done has been well
done; and all are full of gratitude.
Some propose a monument to the man
himeell; others, the free gilt of a
tabernacle or church in which he may
continue his eatholio Jabors of watch-
ing and warning egalpst evii; others
again suggest the building and en-
dowment of a home under his name
for unfortunates; a score of olher plans
are mentioned, and one admirer mod-
estly suggests that no other memorial
is needed than the public determina~
tion to profit by past experience and
keep the great city henceforth clean
and free and pure from the vile abuses
he assailed,

The point in the whole matter which:
possesses most interest to the NEws,
and probably to NEwS readers also, is
that up to the present no one has risen
up in angry criticism of the church
tor having interfered in politice, The
reverend gentleman not only thundered
his own wrath against Tammany
from his own pulpit, but, following his
brave example, & dozen or more other
ministers made that monster of
iniquity the text for their discourses
Sunday after Bunday, and especially
tbe Bavbbath prior to election, when
almost every pieacher in New York
took up the refrain, Burely there was
politics in all thie; for if the adviee
was to strangle and stamp out Tam-
many, it was a direct appeal for the
success of the opposing ticket.
“Church influenee” was not only
openly exerted, but it was expected
and 18 now applasuded. The opinion

appeared to be general that
men who stand as ministers
of rightecuspess bave the right

to viewsand the expression of them,
e¢ven in the matter of city and state
government. It was suggested that
this was more than a privilege; it was
aduoty., There was not even an in-
timation that in the matter referred to
they were guiliy of *perniclous parti-



