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record of mormon marriages if there
is one in this territory is a sealed
nook to all the world it is undoubted-
ly true that an unusual number of plu-
ral marriages followed this event

there are four mormon temples in
utah at salt lake city manti loganctcity and sttdgeorge only the last twobelibeilbeingtadladfinishedin 1sh these bbuildings have
been erected at great cost the expend-
iture on the temple at satsaltsait lake city
having reacted nearly two million dol-
lars and although it was begun
thirty one years ago it will rerequirealre
five yearsvears more to complete it resewesethese
temples aeace reregardedadded by the mormon
people with eitraextraordinaryordinary reverence
their ordinary religious meetings are
held in tabernacles and meeting housesrouses
in all the cities and settlements but
the temples are intended for the cele-
bration of certain ordinances covacove-
nants and mysteries among others
baptism fortor the dead and marriage
ceremonies these ordinances and
ceremonies are supposed by the mor
mons to have a peculiarpecullar efficacy and
solemsolemnityntthesewhen they are celebrated in
one of these temples and it is not un-
likely that the completing of the
logan city temple has in some degree
stimulated plural marriages

three fourths or more of the mor-
mon adults male and female have
never entered into the le rela-
tion yet every orthodox mormon
every memmembermelberinberInin good standing in
the church believes in polygamy as a
divine revelation this article of faith
is as much an essential and substan-
tial part of their creed as in
baptism repentance for the fforgive-
ness of sins and the like

there Is however in utah and sev-
eral of the states a sect styling them-
selves the beorreorganizedanizel church of
jesus chrischrist of latter day saints
commonly called josephites who
discard rolygolypolygamypolygamygamy as a spurious reve-
lationlatigu butur whowro give full falthfaith gnuandand
credit to allali the other so called reve-
lations given to the prophet josgjospjosephjt ai

these josephitesjosephites are comparatively
few in number in utah and are regar-
ded by the orthodox church headed bby
bohuohn taylor as atlesaties and buty
little better than apostates and infi-
dels

As an illustration of the oneness
of faith among the mormonscormons in regard
to polygamy as well as their peculiarpecullarcullarculiar

0 the we call at-
tention to an important polygamy case
recently tried here TheUnited states
vs eudgerrudger clawsonCI awson the charchargecharmeingeingelnin
the indictment was that on the day
of august 1882 the defendant married
florence ann dinwoodey with whom
he is still living as his wife from whom
he has not been divorced and that af-
terwardsterwards on the day of June 1883
he married lydia spencer the d
count of the indictment charged u
lawful cohabitation under the edbunn
act the members of this commission
wewere representpresent and witnessed this trial
there were several features ofbithethe pro-
ceedingsce that made a strong impression
on our minds the jury had been se-
lected under an act of congress ap-
plicable only to utah which would or-
dinarilydina rily result in the impanelling of a
jury approximately composed of half
mormonscormons and half gentiles providing
there were no challenges but in this
case I1 in pursuance of a provision of
the edmunds act each juror was
asked codo you believe it right for a
man to haveave more than one living and

wife at the sometimesame time
each and every mormon in the box a
few with hesitation but nearly all
withwitti promptness answered dessirYes sir 11

all such men were successfully chal-
lenged for cause the list of jurors
drawn under the act of congress for
the year 1881 having been exhausted by
these challenges and there being less
than twelve remaining intheyin the borboxor an
apen venireventre was issued so the panel
was completed consisting of twelve
all being non mormonscormons

this part of the proceedings affords
strong confirmation of the opinionnivewe
have before expressed that allaliorthodox
mormonscormons believe polygamy to be right
and that it is an essential part of theirthe
creed the jury hayingbaying beenbeell swonlwornfwornonn a
protracted trial resulted in ad disagree-
ment of the juryyury on this triaitrial the
second wife was nobnot present as a witwitt i

ness A new trial waswasi bebegunan on the
succeeding day at which the attend-
ance olof the second wife was
secured this resulted in a verdict
of guilteuilcull oa both counts of the indict-
ment thehe sentence was a fine of
and four yearsvears in the penitentiary the
trial of this casecae hasbas caused a profound
sensation throughout this territory
the defendant and his two wives to-
gether with many of the witnesses be-
long to the better class of mormon so-
ciety he is a young manmarl the son ot
a bishop the father married
among other wives two daughters
of the late brigham youns it
isais a remarkable circumstance that al-
though this marriage hadbad
been notorious in the community fortor
many months there was no direct evi-
dence of the fact until it was disclosed
by the second wife who at first re-
fused to testify but finally consented
after submitting to imprisonment in
the penitentiary one night for con-
tempt of court incredible as it may
appear among all the witnesses ex-
amined and there were many includ-
ing the framed late relatives of the par-
ties the president and other highgragh
officers of the church every one ex-
cept the last ivliviwitnessaness thethe second wife
disclaimed all knowledge of thetha mmar-
riage

ar
whencewhen we remember that mor

mon plural marriages arearc solemnized
only in the temples and endowment
rouseshouses which are in chargechargo of thetho
high onnoffofficersfeers of the church that this
particular marriage was proven bab
admission olof the second wife to ilayhav

occurred in this city and that all the
belatirelativesV s of both parties to the mar-
riage reside here and were in daldaidailydally aas-
sociation with them it is irylindeedesd
stranstrangee that no one of them should
have

geenbeen able to testify as to the truth
or falsity of this charge

before pronouncing judgment on the
verdict judge zane propounded the

I1 have you any further
legal cause to show why judgment
should not be pronounced against
you

by the defendant your honor
since the jury that recently sat on myMy
case have seen proper to find a verdict
of guilty I1 have only this to say why
judgment should not be pronounced
againstagainst me I1 may much regret that
the laws of my country should be in
conflict with the laws of god but
whenever they do I1 shall invariablyinvaiava
choose the latter if I1 did not so ex-
press myself I1 should feel myself un-
worthy of the cause that I1 represent

i the constitution of the united states
expressly states that congress shall

1 make no law respecting the establish-
ment of religion or prohibiting
the free exercise thereof it can-
not be denied that marriage when at-
tended and sanctioned by religious rites
and ceremonies is the establishment
of religion the law of 1862 and the
edmunds bill were expressly designed
to operate against marriage as prac-
ticed and believed in by ththe latter day
saints they are therefore uncon-
stitutional and cannot command the
same respect that a constitutional law
would that is all I1 desire to say
your honor

by the court the constitution of
the united states as construed by the
supreme court and by the authors of
that instrument does not protect any
person in thethoth practice of polygamy
while all men have a right to worshipwo iship
god according to the dictates of their
own consciencesaces and to entertain any
rreligiousreligiouseligiouslous beliefdellet that their conscience
leason and judgment dictate they have
not the right to engage in a practice
which the american people through
theuhethe laws of their country declare
to be uniunlawful and injurious to so-
ciety

this view thus expressed by claw-
son Is in conformity with the uniform
sentiments of all the mormon people
but while this is their creed it is evievl
dent that many mormonscormons are reluctant
to enter into the le relation
and it would be strange if the trial and
conviction of rudger clawson should
not have a restraining influence upon
the young mormonscormonsMormons before passing
from this subject we wish to bear tes-
timony to the marked ability with
which this cause was prosecuted by tilethe
U S district attorney and his assist-
ants

following this trial there was another
conviction lorfor polygamy in the case of
joseph 11 evans on the evidence of
isits second wife who was a willing

fitnesswitness against him he was sen-
t iced to a tine of and imprison
mimiotat in the penitentiary torlor three and
a hf years

in another case lately tried in the
same court that of john connelly
there was an acquittal upon evidence
tending to show that the prosecution
was barred by the statute of limita-
tion

we advert to these prosecutions for
the purpose of giving information of
current events in the territory as well
as to givelveive confirmation to a statement
mademada inin our report submitted on april
1884 as follows in regard to those
provisions of the act of congress re-
lating to the punishment of the crime
of polypolygamyamy which appertains to the
court olloilof justice and not to this com-
mission we beg leave to suggest that
a vigovigorousrouse enforcement of those pro-
visionsislonsoought to ropargopargo par hassupassu with tthehe
execution of those provisions that
come under the authority of this
board and we are assuredassured that by
vigorous and energetic action the
guilty parties can be broubrought to justice
in many cases

we have more than once thin our for-
mer reports susuggestedested that as the gov-
ernmenteinaient has to-vealtodealveal hareherewithvithaa people
who kiekleare wonderfully superstitious and
fanatically devoted to their system of
religionrelrei islon the public should not expect
as the immediate result of thetha
laws of congress nor indeed of any
legislation however radical thesusthe sud-
den overthrow of polygamy and we
reprepeat that the most that can be pred-
icated apoiI1 such legislation is that it
will if noted backward is taken soon
ameliorate tle harder conditiconditions tbt
mormonism andarld hasten the daydanforfor its
final extinction we have understood
and believed that the edmunds law
when enacted was considered and of-
fered by congress as a tentative meas-
ureare so to speak with the intention on
thetheirr part otof dingginggoing further in the gamesame
direction if ttheeinelnformationinformation to he fur-
nished by the agency aappointedolnoinad tdd ad-
minister the law should warrant aeac
cordingly from time to time as we
have been able to reflect judgment
as to the requirements of the casecaso wevye
have by reports totd the president ad-
vised aadditionalditionallonal legislation in the nana-
ture of amendments to the original
act such recommended amendments
have been embodied in senate bill
no which was passed by the seliseii
ate at its last session and iss now pend-
ing in the house of representatives if
these should pass into law theythoy would
greatly strengthen the hands both di61
the commission and the courts but
the investigation and the eexperiences
of the papastst year convince still
other enactments are required and
although nononone of those before sub-
mitted have received the
of congress wcwa izenirenarenturecn tureturc in addition1

1

thereto to present the following the
number of elective officers fan thotheth

territory should be reduced and the I1

number of onilofilofficerscers
by the governor should be cor-
respondinglydespondinglyly increased it is
not unlikely that finally the federal
government will find it necessary to
take into its own hands all civil power
in this territorydry for the present
however we advise only first that
the offices of territorial auditor and
treasurer should be defined
by congress as offices to be filled by
appointment and we may remark re-
mark in this connection that although
the organic act would seem to leave no
doubt as to the character
of these ommoffmeersofficers and though the com-
mission has persistently refrefusedused to re-
cognize the right of election under ththe
law and the local courts have sustain-
ed this view still the incumbents of
these offices at the present time are
holding over from previous elections
we would recommend that in addition
to the above commissioners to locate
university lands probate j
ty clerks and cocolcoi
decdebtorstors county superintendents of dldis
schools be made by act of congress
a 0 by the governor and thataMallati thesethese after the nomination of the
governor shall require to be confirm-
ed by a majority vote of the commis-
sion before being commissioned

the reason of this Jsis obvious the
organic act now requires nomi-
nations by the governor shall be con-
firmed by the legislative council the
council Is always the creature of the
mormon power hence no gulguisuitabletabletabie ap-
pointment can be secured the gov-
ernor and the commission acting re-
spectivelyively as nominating and confirm-
ing powers would insure such
appointments as would be effective in
the efforts of the federal government
to overthrow polygamy for the
courts after conferring with the
judgesudg es and district attorney of the dis-
tricttr1 wevve would make the followingg re-
commendations

first that the provisions of the law
of 1884 relative to juries and the mode
of selection be revised either by ppro-
viding

ro
fortor a greater numbnumberer of jurors

or by authorizing an openopera benre when
the names lain the box have been ex-
hausted A better provision perhaps
would be one anthonanthorizina an open
venirevenine in all cases prosecuted by the

i united states
second the jurisdiction of the sev

eral district courts ought to be ex-
tended so as to give to each jurisdic-
tion of all cases of polygamy wherever
in the territory the crime may have
been committed

third in united states cases the
territorial courts should have been
invested with a powertrower extensivecoextensiveco
with that possessed by the united
states circuit and district courts in
the several states in matters of con-
tempt and the punishment thereof

fourth prosecutions for polygamy
should be exempted from the opera-
tion olof the general limitation laws
Certaincertainlylyl while the parties continue to
live in polygamy the statute should
not run against the principal crime

fil
polygamy
fifth thekle process of subpoena in

all cases prosecuted by the united
states should run from the territorial
courts into any other district of the
united states

sixth provision sshouldhould be made for
the bandinebindine over of witnesses on the
partart of the government in all unitedstatesstates cases to appear and testify at
the trial

seventh when a continuance is
granted upon the motion of the defen-
dant provision should be made for the
taking of depositions of witnesses on
the part of the government with op-
portunityportunity given the defendant to be
confronted with the witness or wit-
nesses at the taking of such deposi-
tion andaad to cross examine such de-
positions to be used at the trial in the
event of the death of the witnessis or
in case of his or her absence from the
territory at the time of trial or in the
event that such witness concealed
himself or herself so as to elude the
process of subpoena

eighth it should be made a penal
offense for any woman to enter into
the marriagemarriaceaee relation with a man
knowing him to have a wife living and

this should be coupled
with a provision that in casesbases where
the polygamous wife was called as a
wItwitnessnessinin any prosecution for poly-
gamy against the husband her testi-
mony

I1

given in such case could not be
useusedd against her in any future prosecu-
tion against herself with a like provi-
sion as to the testimony otof the husband
called as a witness in a prosecution
against his polygamous wife

for the commission
very respectfully

ALEXalax RAMSEY chairman
SALT LAKE CITY nov 18 1884

SEEDNEED ANNUAL
our government can no longer be

said to beanbe an experiment one lihundredadred
years of successful existence have es-
tablished it as a permanent institution
the magnificent conduct of the people
during the late election proves their
patriotism and the wisdom of our
constitution our immense commer-
cial interests also furnish convincing
proof we know of no better illustra-
tion of the success attending honorable
and able business methods than the
firm of D 31 ferry co detroit
mich the leading seedsmen of this
country from small beginnings
thirty years ago they have builtbulit up
their mammoth business by strict ad-
herence to their initial principle of fur-
bishingini shing only the best seeds obtainable
theythe offer to send their valuable an-
nualnusanual free to all ehg expect to buy
seeds or bulbs
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