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record of Mormon marriages, if there
isonc in this Tcrrituq, 18 a sealed
nook to all the world, it is undoubted-
ly true that an nnusual number of plu-
ral marriages followed this event.
There are four Mormon Temples in
Utah—art Salt Lake City, Manti, Logan
City and St. George—only the last two
being finished. These buildings have
been erected at great cost, the expendi-
ture on the Temple at Salt Lake City
having reaceed nearly two million dol-
lars; and although it was beguan
thirty-one years ago, it will require
five years more to complete it. ese
temples ace regarded by the Mormon
eople with extraordinary reverence.
heir ordinary religious meetings are
held in tabernacles and meeting-houses
in all the cities and settlements, but
the temples are intended for the cele-
bration of certain ordinances, cove-
nants and mﬁstferiea. among others
baptism for the dead, and marriage
ceremonies. These ordinances and
ceremonies are supposed by the Mor-
mons to have a peculiar efficacy and
solemnity when they are celebrated in
one of these temples (and it is not un=-
likely that the completing of the
Logan City Tempie has in some degree
stimulated plural marriages).
Three-fourths or more of the Mor-
mon adults, male and female, have
never entered into the polygamic rela-
tion, yet every orthodox Mormon;
every member *'in good standing” in
the Church, believes in polygamy as a
divine revelation. This article of faith
is as much an essential and substan-
tial part of their creed as théir belief in
baptism, repentance for the forgive-
ness of sins and the hike.

There is, however, in Utah and sev-
eral of the States, a sect styling them-
selves the ‘*Reorganized Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints,”
commonly called *‘‘Josephites,”” who
(discard polygamy as a spurious reve-

lation, but who give full faith and
credit to all the other so-called reve-

lations given to the ‘‘ProphetJoseph.”

These *‘Josephites’’ are comparatively

few in number in Utah, and are regar-

ded by the orthedox church, headed by

.{‘nhn Taylor, as scismatics, and but

Lttl,la better than apostates and infi-
els.

As an illustratiou of the ‘‘oneness’
of faith among the Mormons in regard
to polygamy, as well as their peculiar
view of the ‘*higher law,’; we call at-
tention to an important polygamy case
recently tried here—‘*TheUnited States
vs, Rudger Clawson.” The charge in
the indictment was that on thelst day
of August, 1882, the defendant married
Florence Ann binwnude , With whom
he is still living as his wife, from whom
he has not been divorced, and that af-
terwards—on the 1st day of June,1883—
he married Lydia Spencer, The secc d
count of the indictment charged u -
lawful cohabitation under the Edmuna
Act. The members of this Commissior
were present and witnessed this trial.
There were several features of the pro-
ceedings that made a strong impression
on our minds. The jury had been se-
lected nnder an act of Congress, ap-
plicable only to Utah, which would or-
dinarily result in the impanelling of a
jury approximately composed of half
mormons and half (GGentiles, providing
there were no challenges. Buat in this
case, in pursuance of a provision of
the “‘Edmunds Act,” each juror was
asked, *‘‘Do you believe it right fora
man to have more than one living and
undivorced wife at the same time?"’
Each and every Mormon in the box—a
few with hesitation, but nearly all
with promptness—answered ‘' Yes,sir.”
All such men were auccess!ull}r chal=-
lenged for cause. The list of jurors
drawn under the act of Congress for
the year 1884 having been exhausted by
these challenges, and there being less
than twelve remaining in the box, an
apen venire was issued-—so the panel
was completed, consisting of twelve
all being non-Mormons.

This part of the proceedings affords
strong confirmation of the opinion we
have before expressed,that all orthodox
Mormons believe polygamy to be right,
and that it is an essential part of their
creed. The jury having been sworn, a
protracted trial resulted in a disagree-
ment of the . ©On this triaj, the
second wife was not present as a wit-
ness. A new frial was begun on the
succeeding day, at which the attend-
ance of the second wife was
secured. This resalted in a verdict
of guilty onboth counts of the indict-
ment. The sentence was a fine of $800
and four vears in the pﬂﬂih&ﬂt‘&gf The
trial of cthis case has caused a ound
sensation throughout this Territory.
The defendant and his two wives, to-

ther with many of the witnesses,.be-
ong to the better class of Mormon so-
uietﬁ. He isa %oung man, the son ot
a bishop. he father married—
among other wives—two daughters
of the late Brigham Younz. It
is a remarkable circumstance that al-
though this polygamic marriage bad
bheen notorious in the community for
many months; there was no direct evi-
dence of the fact until it was disclosed
by the second wife—who at first re-
fused to testify, but finally consented
after submitting to imprisonment in
the penitentiary one night, for cone
tempt of court. Ineredible as it may
appear, among all the witnesses ex-
amined, and there were many—includ-
ing the itamediate relatives of the par-
ties, the President and other high
officers of the Chureh, every one, ex-
cept the last witness, the second wife—
disclaimed all knowledge of the mar-
riage. When we remember that Mor-
mon plural marriages are solemnized
only in the Temples and Endowment
Houses, which are in charge of the
high officers of the Chuarch; that this

| ! -

occurred in this city, and that all the
relatives of both parties to the mar-
riage reside here and were in daily as-
soclation with them, it is indeed
strange that no one of them should
have been able to testify as to the truth
or falsity of this charge.

Before pronouncing judgment on the
verdict, Judge Zane propounded the
usualiquestion, ‘‘Have you any further
legal cause to show why judgment
shm;‘l;i not be pronounced against
you

By the defendant — **Your honor,
since the jury that recently sat on my
case have seen proper to find a verdict
of guilty, I have only this to say why
judgment should not be pronounced
against me: I may much regret that
the laws of my country should be in
conflict with the laws of God, but
whenever they do, I shall invariably
choose the latter, If I did not so ex-
press myself, I should feel myself un-
worthy of the cause that I represent.
The Constitution of the United States
expgessly states that Congress shall
make no law respecting the establish-
ment of religion or ‘prﬂhiblting
the free exercise thereof. It can-
not be denied that marriage, when at-
tended and sanctioned by religious rites
and ceremonies, is the establishment
of religion. The law of 1862, and the
Edmunds bill were expressly designed
to operate against marriage, a8 prac-
ticed and believed in by the ]Latt.er-dﬂzr
Saints. They are, therefore, uncon-
stitutional, and cannot command the
same respect that a constitutional law
would. Thatis all I desire to say,
vour Honor."”

By the Court—*‘The Constitution of
the United States, as construed by the
Supreme Court, and by the authors of
that instrument, does not protect any

erson in th. practice of pﬂl}'g'ﬂmf.

hile all men have a right to worship
(God according to the dictates of their
own consciences, and to entertainany
religious belief that their conscience,
1eason and judgment dictate, they have
not the right to engage in a practice
which the American people, through
the laws of their country, declare
to be unlawful and injurious to so-

cietg."

This view, thus expressed by Claw-
son, is in conformity with the uniform
sentiments of all the Mormon people.
But while tiais 18 their creed, it is evi-
dent that many Mormons are reluctant
to enter into the polygamic relation,
and it would be strange if the trial and
conviction of Rudger Clawson should
not have a restraining influence upon
the young Mormons. Before passing
from this subject, we wish to bear tes-
timony to the marked ability with
which this cause was prosecuted by the
U. S. District Attorney and his assist-
ants.

Following this trial there was another
conviction for pelygamy in the case of
Joseph H. Evans, on the evidence of
\is second wife, who was a willing

‘itness against him. He was sen-
t wced to a fine of $560 and imprison-
meat in the penitentiary for three and
a hui.f years.

In another case lately tried, in the
same court—that of John Connelly—
there was an acquittal upon evidence
tending to show that the prosecution
niras barred by the statute of limita-
tion, -

We advert to these prosecutions for
the purpose of giving information of
current events in the Territory, as well
as to give confirmation to a statement
made In our report submitted on April
1884, as follows: *‘In regard to those

rovisions of the act of Congress re-
ating to the punishment of the crime
of polygamy (which appertains to the
court of justice and not to this Com-
mission), we beg leave to suggest that
a vigorous enforcement of those pro-
visions ought to go par passu with the
execution of those provisions that
come under the; authority of this
board; and we are assured that by
vigorous and energetic action the
uilty parties can be brought to justice
n many cases.” -

We have more than once, in our for-
mer reports, suggested that as the gov-
erninent has to deal here with a people
who are wonderfully superstitious and
fanatically devoted to. their. sy . of
religion, the pubiic should notexpect
as the immediate result of the present
laws of Congress, nor, iudeed, of any
legislation, however radical, the sud-
den overthrow of polygamy; and we
re , that the most that can be pred-
icated npon such legislation is that it
will, if no step backward is taken, soon
amelicrate tbe harder conditions ot
Mormenism and tén theé day for its
final extinction. e have understood
and believed that the Edmunds law,
when enacted, was considered and of-
fered by Congress as a tentative meas-
ure, 80 to s , with the intention on
their part of going further in- the same
direction if the information to he fur-
nished by the agency am:minted 10 ad-
minister the law, should warrant+ “Ae-
coldingly, from ti to time, as we
have been able to ect ouT judgment
as to the requirements of the case, we

have, b 'r?mu_tu the President, ad-
daﬁm uml'le?latmn in 111{; na=

vise
ture of amendments to the original
act, Such recommended amendments
have been embodied in Senate Bill
No.—— which was passed by the Sen-
ate at its last session and .s now pend-
ing in the House of Representatives. If
these should pass into law they would

the Commission and the courts.  But
the investigation and the experiences
of the past year convinee us that gtill
other enactments arée required, and,
although none of those before sub-
mitted have received the final sapction
of Congress, we venture, in addition
thereto, to present the following: The

particular marriage was proven, b)
sdmission of the second wife, to hay

number of elective officers in the

greaé? at.rm;%then the hands both of|

Territory should be reduced and the

number of officers ap%niut.ablﬂ
by the Gowernor should be cor-
respondingly  increased. L

not unlikely that finally the Federal
Government will find it necessary to
take into its own hands all civil power
in this Territory. For the present,
however, we advise only: First—That
the offices of Territorial Auditor and
Treasurer should be defilnitely defined
by Congress as offices to be filled by
appointment. And weé may remark re-
mark, in this connection,that although
the organic act would seem to leave no
doubt as to the appointable character
of these officers and though the Com-
mission has persistently refused to re-
cognize the right of election under the
law, and the local courts have sustain-
ed this view, still the incumbents of
these offices at the present time are
holding over from previous elections.
We would recommend that in addition
to the above, commissioners to locate
university lands, probate jupges,coun-
ty clerks, selectmenyassessors and col-
-Jectors, county superintendents of dis-
schools, be macde by act of Congress
ﬂrpuintable by the Governor, and that
all these, after the nomination of the
Governor, shall require to be confirm-
ed by a majority vote of the Commis-
sion before being commissioned,

The reason of this is obvious. The
organic act now requires thatall nomi-
nations by the Governor shall be con-
firmed bir the Legislative Council. The
Council 1s always the creature of the
Mormon power; hence no suitable ap-
pointment can be secured. The Gov-
ernor and the Commission acting re-
spectively as nominating and contirm-
ing powers, would insure such
appointments as would be effective in
the efforts of the Federal government
to overthrow polygamy. For the
courts, after conferring with the
judges and district attorney of the dis-
trict, we would make the following re-
commendations:

First—That the provisions of the law
of 1884 relative to juries and the mode
of selection be revised, either by pro-
viding for a greater number of jurors,
or by authorizing an open venire when
the names in the box have been ex-
hausted. A better provision, perhaps,
would be one anthorizing an open
venire in all cases prosecuted by the
United States.

Second—The jorisdiction of the sev-
eral District Courts ought 10 be ex-
tended so as to give to each jurisdic-
tion of all cases of polygamy, wherever
in the Territory, the crime may have
been comrnitted.

Third—In United States cases the
Territorial Courts should have been

with that possessed by the United

the several States, in matters of con-
tempt and the punishment thereof.

Fourth—Prosecutions for polygamy
should be exempted from the opera-
tion of the general limitation laws.
Certainly| while the parties continue to
live in polygamy, t taty
not run against the principal crime
—polygamy.

all cases prosecuted by the United
States, should run from the Territorial
Courts into any other District of the
United States.

Sixth—Provision should be made for
the binding over of witnesses on the

art of the Government, in all United

tates cases, to appear and testify at
the trial.

Seventh—-When a continuance is
granted upon the motion of the defen-
dant, provision should be made for the
taking of depositions of witnesses on
the part of the government, with ug-
portunity given the defendant to be
confronted with the witness or wit-
nesses, at the taking of such deposi-
tion, and to cross-examine. Such de-
positions to be used at the trial in the
event of the death of the witness, or
in case of his or her absence from the
Territory at the time of trial, or in the
event that such witness concealed
himself or herself so as to elude the
process of subpwena.

Eighth—It should be made a penal
offense for any woman to enter into

he marriace relation with a man
“knowing him to have a wife living and
*uudivnmed. This should be coupled
with a provision that in cases where
the polygamous wife was called as a
witness in any prosecution for poly-

| gamy against the husband, her testi-

mony given in such case could not be
used against her in any future prosecu-
tion against herself, with a like provi-
sion as to the testimony ot the husband
called as a witness in a prosecution
against his polygamous wite.

For the Commission.

Very respectfully,
ALEX Ramsey, Chairman.
SALT LAXE CITy, Nov. 18, 1884,
FERRY'S SEED ANNUAL.

Our government can no longer be
said to be an experiment, One hundred
vears of successful existeace have es-
tablished it as a permanent institution.
The magnificent conduct of the people
during the late election’' proves their
patriotism, and the wisdom of our
Constitution, Our immense commer-
cial interests also furnish convinein
proof. We know of no better illustra-
tlon of the success attending honorable
and able business methods than the
firm of D. M. Ferry & Co., Detroit,
Mich., the leading seedsmen of this
country. From small be%npings,
thirty years ago, they have built up
their mammoth business by strict ad-
herence to their initial principle of fur-
nishing only the best seeds obtainable.
They offer to send their valuable “*An-
nual” free to all who expect to buy
seeds or bulbs.

1
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invested with a:power co-extensive
States Circuit and District Courts, in

¢ statute should’

ifth—The prudess of subpcena, in

NTUDEBAKER'S
LEADING STYLES
i ‘f':,': Spring Wagons.

DIAMOND WAGON,

PLATFORM  «
EXCURSION «
TRAVELING =
MOUNTAIN s

FOUR SPRING =

ALL WITH STEEL AXLES.

ALL SIZES OF

Farm Wagons.
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The Lightest Draught Sulky Plow Made.

Is by far the simplest constructed and easiest handled Plow in the Market.
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Ror Sd by HOWARD SEBREE G0, & Bein Wegun Depot

SALT LAKE axp OGDEN, UTAH; WEISER, CALDWELL, SHOSHONE,
MOUNTAIN HOME, IDAHO. ds&w -
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SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH, OGDEN, UTAH.
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GEO. A. LLOWEH.

GENERAL DEALER IN

MACHINERY,

OF ALL KINDS.

AMES STEAM ENGINES,
LEFFEL TURBINE WHEELS,
KNOWLES STEAM PUMPS.

Frank & Co's Wood Working Machinery.

TIIE CELEBRATED ROWLEY & HERMANCE
SWEEPSTAKES PLANERS and MOULDERS.

COOPER & CO. AND LANg M'F'G CO.

SAW AND SHINGLE MILLS,

AND ANY AND ALL KINDS OF

. WOOD WORKING MACHINERY.

—— ALSQ —

FI.OUR NMII.I.

Machinery and Supplies of all kinds.

s Qorrespondence Sollcited and Estimates cheerfully given.



