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I wish to speak upon what pertains to our
temporal affairs, which I would very well
have liked to have been brought before the |
Bishops meeting, without detaining a congre-
gation like this on such matters. I wish to
urge upon the peoole the necessity of previd-
ing for themselves, and not being dependent
entirely upon others,

The Lord has given us ability to do a great
many things; what a blessing this is. Do
you ever think of it? A man has ability to
take the raw materials and build a good, com-
fortable habitation for the accommodation of
himself, his wives and children. The wife
can epiead a table with wholesome food, and
in a manner pleasant to the eye while the
food is gratifying to the palate. They have
the ability to piovide, if they choose, downy
beds upon which 'o rest their weary bodies.
Do you ever think of this. [ presume
the greater part of the inhabitants of the
earth have lived and died without reflecting
much upon whenee they derived this ability,
to whom they were indebted for the ing-nuity
they possess, the capability that is organized
within them to gather around them the com-
forts of life. Do you, brethren, think of it?

We have ability to cultivate the earth, we
know how to raise stock, how to make cloth-
ing, and are not obliged to go naked like the
Indians. We are not obliged to lie down in
the open air with perhaps a few sage brush
around us, as do many of the natives, We
have ability to make ourselves comfortable as
to the physical wants of this life. Where
did we get that ability? Are your hearts
lifted tothe donor of those blessings? Do you
remember from whence your ability came?
Who organized these tabernacles? Who put
into them these thinking powers? Who has
placed the spirit in the body and organized
them together, and made us capable of reflect-
ing? Where did you get this ability? A well
read historian and geographical scholar ¢an
contemplate his antipodes, and in his mind
see what they are doing; he can also behold
the various exhibitions of human skill in
different nations, both in their socia! and
political capacity, for they are in the vision
of bhis mind. Who gave the ability to reflect,
and to behold the earth and the inhabitants
thereol? Is not this a blessing? How cheer-
ing, how comforting, how consoling, how ex-
alting! I would be glad if we could realize
the blessings we possess.

The Lord has piaced in our possession the
elements pertaing to this earth. As I told
the people when we first came into this valle
in 1847, there is pleuty of silk in the elements
are here, as muchso asin any other part of the |
earth; here also is the fine linen, ere there
any sheep here when we first came here? No.
Were there any silk raisers then here?. No.
Were there then any flax raisers here? No
neither was there a stalk of flax growing,
except what was growing wild. The e¢lements
here; bring the seeds, the eggs of the silk-
worm, raise the trees for feeding the worms,
and let us see if we cannot produce silk here.

{tis in the elements. We have the elements

=

are to produce as good wheat as grows. The |

elements here will produce the apple, the
peach,the pear,the plum,theapricot,the cherry,

\be currant, and every kind of fruit in abun- |

dance, and every variety of plant and vegetable
wedesire. Have youthe ability to bring any of
these things forth from the native element?
Yes, here are men who know how to raise
fruit, and here are the women who know how |
to dry and cook it. Here are men who know
how to raise sheep, and how to take their
fleeces and deliver them into the hands of
their families to be manufactured. Here are

or in the streets, for we want those rags to
supply the paper mill we are now putting up.

'twenty-five thousand dollars; we are now put-

Y |administer Lo men on earth‘;J when the priest-

cast-off linen and cotton articles of dress,
all ola shirts, wagen covers,sheets, and every
article of cotton and linen fabrie, instead of
letting them go to waste in your door yar s

‘We have as good machinery for making
paper as there is in the United States, or in
the world. We have brought it here at a
heavy expense, it has cost us some twenty or

ting it up, and we want the sisters to save
rags, and we want the brethren to raise hemp,
flax, etc. We want to make our own paper.
The inquiry is, “will it pay cost?” How
much paper do we want to use? There is
annually imported into and used in this Ter-
ritory some thirty thousand dollars worth of
paper. Were we making our own paper
inuch more would be used, for we could then
fill the Territory with school books printed |
here, and could supply all the paper required

throughout the Territory, thereby saving a
great many thousand dollars now paid for |
transportation. We are not able to print a |
book, for want of paper. Now we are pre- |
pared to go to work and make our own paper.
As I have remarked, we have most excellent |

'machinery, we also have good paper makers, |
and what hinders our making

the best of
aper, and all the paper we want to use?
hen we can print in book form, the history
of Joseph Smith, and do it in a respectable
manuer. Then we can print the church his-
tory for ourselves, and for the world, ahd
every book we need. Toaid in accomplishing
solaudable an object. I want the sisters to

Bishops, and we will pay for them with
paper. We also want hemp, flax, and
every materal suitable for making good
paper.

There are a great many things we wish to
talk about; and I donot wish, if we could well
avoid it, to bring such things before the Con-
ference, especially on the Sabbath. The
sacrament is being admiuistered, and we |
of the people, but if we cannot save ourselves |
temporally, we may despair of saving our- |
selves or the people spiritually. The first |
thing is to save our natural lives and devote |
them to building up the jkingdom of God
on the earth.

Place ourselves back ten centuries, read
the prngheciea, and behold by prophetic |
vision what the Lord was going to do in the
latter days. “The time is coming when the
Saints are to be called, and they will assem-
ble themselves together.” ¢Can it be possi-
ble?”? “Yes, for the prophets have foretold
it.”? “The time is coming whenthe Lord will
speak from the heavens and send his angel to

I
I
hood will be restored and bestowed upon the

children of men; look forth in vision and be- |
hold these events.” They would appear far |

more beautiful than they appear to the

natural man while acting in them. I some- |

leges in a spiritual point of view. The pro-

gather the rags, and hand them over to the!
| management,
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[Mnuday morning until Saturday night, am{

she can scarcely make up the calicos as
fast as those four children will wear it out;
and let her do her washing to please her, and
she will want help in the house, or the chil-
dren will have to go dirty and ragged. What
are these imported rags good for? They are
hardly worth making up. There is not half
the calico that comes here that is worth
making up, if you give it to the people free of
charge, if they could do better. Now we can
do better.

Raise flax, brethren. There is no place in
the world where flax and hemp will grow bet-
ter than they will here, thﬂuggthey wil! not do
well in every locality. Hunt out places and

'80il most suitable for flax and hemp, and there

let them be grown; also raise and take care
of sheep. It is thought by some that this
country 18 unbealthy for sheep, but it is not,
There is not a climate nor soil better
to shieep raising than are these moun
Some may think that other countries are bet-
ter, but they are not, so far as [ am acquaint-
ed. But keephundreds and hundreds of sheep
in a small pen, shut them in there nights witn
hardly room to lie down, and let them remain
there until ten or eleven o’clock in the day,
before they are turned outto grass,
besen done here more or less, and it would kill
every sheep in England or Scotland. Let
them have plenty of room by day and by nigut,
and they will not become diseased. Give
them well ventiiated pens, proper exercise,

and proper food, and you wiil not see them
diseased. The disease that is among our|

sheep is not natural to the climate, it was
brought here, and has been fostered by bad

When you find the soil that will produce
the best and greatest amount of sugar—that
'best adapted to raising cane—Ilet the cane be
raised tuere; and theie let the molasses and
sugar be made. Just now we want our quar-
ter of an acre of cane, our

of flax and hemp,eur proportion of wheat, corn,
and everything else, but by and by our labors

where we can raise the best cane, and let
that place be devoted to raising it, and make
sugar and stop importing it. The English
brethren and the brethren from the eastern and
northern and western States,and fromthe Can-
adas knew nothing about waking sugar from
the cane, and when they see newly made cane
sugar here, they say it is not good. 1 have
never seen a purer article of sugar made, than
is made here. katthe new cane sugar that
is made in the southern States, and it has a
very unpleasant taste. Take our sugar and
cleanse it, as they do, and let it stand until it
is ripe for the market, and you will find as
good an article of cane sugar as ever was
made. The Ckinee sugar cane is a better
plant to produce sweet than is the cane they
raise in the South and on the West India
Islands. We can make our own sugar. We
send out a large amout of money to buy sugar,
and we want this practice siopped. Now,

» | times think that we are far beneath our privi- | farmers, raise what sugar you want; you can

do it as well as not; go into the business sys-

phets and ether ancient holy men saw our  tematically.

day. They did not look at the human fami)
now upon the stage of action, in all their
weaknesses, they did not see every little

trifling affair, every little quarrel that more
or less embitters life, they did not see our
darkness and contentions, sorrow, pain,
anguish, grief, and strife.
the glory of God resting upon the people, as
we now enjoy it,

Many sects and societies of E

eople have at
different times tried to assem

le themselves

together, because it was in the prophecies |

that the Saints should be assembled in the
latter days, that the Lord God would gather
his people. They have tried to gather their
societies, but what have they effected? Com-

women who know how to spin, weave, and
make the finest of cioth. So with the flax,
and so withevéry material caleulated to make
us comfortable Where did we get this
ability? We got it from our Father who is
in heaven. Be thankful for these precious
gifts. As br. Kimball justly said, “remem-
ber, first of all, the Giver;” worsbip and
and adore the Giver. Some will loose a great
deal by neglecting the Giver and by worship-

ing the gift; such will find that they will meet |

with losses,
_ I look forward to no distant
tais people, called Latter Day Saints, will be |
obliged to sustain themselves, We must
prepare Lo gather around us every necessary
of “fe, to make every implement we may
wisn Lo use, and to produce fromn the earth
every grain, vegetable, and fruit that we need,
aLe net go to any other pace to buy. Pro-
due cevery article of clothing that we need,
ird s'op this importation, that we are now
escunvered with. We must produce all we
can enjoy. I expect that I soon sha | do so.
[will now make a request of the sisters;
+ne which [ wish them to hear, remember,

period when |

|

anl put in practice, Carefully save all

aratively nothing, If the Lord had spoken
rom heaven tothem and revealed only this
one privilege, and mo more, that Christians
might assemble themselves together, and live,
walk, talk, and commune with each other un-
interruptédly, without being obliged to mingle
with the world, they would have esteemed it
one of the greatest blessings that could have
been bestowed upon them,

I shall repeat my request to these my sis-
fers. We wish you to save every article
about your house that will make paper, in-
stead of throwing it away, put the rags in a
way that they will get to the paper mill,
which is four miles from here. We have
taken the Sugar House and converted it into
a paper mill, and we will try to make paper
if we did not make sugar, And I urge it
upon the brethr-n ‘o raise sheep, save the
wool and put it in the hands of their wives
and daughters. Aad I enjoin it upon the sis-
ters, old and young, to make clothing for their
husbands, brothers, ehildren, and themselves,
and stop running after imported gooda.

In regard 1o theguality and utility of calico
—by some, called prints—I can speak from
actual knowledge. Take a good seamstress

| who has four children, and let her sew from

y |

No, they beheld |

You know that we all profess to believe the
“Word of wisdom.” There has been a great
'deal said about it, more in former than in
latter years. We, as Latter Day Saints, care
but little about tobacco, but, as “Mormons,”
we use a vast quantity of it; as Saints, we use
but little; as **Mormors,” we use a great
deal. How much do you suppose goes annu-
ally from this Territory, and has for ten or
twelve years past, in gold and gilver to sup-
ply the people with tobacco? I will say
$00,000, Br. Williamm H. Hooper, our del-
egate in Congress, came here in 1849, and
during about fight years he was selling goods,
hin sales for tobacco alone amounted to over
$28,000 a year; at the same time there were
other stores that sold tLeir share and drew
their share of the mmoney expended yearly, be-

and by the half keg; the traders and passing
emigra‘ion have sold tons of tobacco, besides
what i; sold here regularly: I say thit
$60,00v annunally is the smallest figure I can
estimate the sales at. Tobacco can be raised
here as well as it can be raised in any other
place. It wants attention and care. If we
use it, let us raise it here. I recommend for
some man to go to raising tobacco; one man,
who came here last fall, is going to do so, and
if he is diligeut he will raise quite a quantity,
I want to see some man go to and make a
business of raising tobacco, and stop sending
money out of the Territory for that artic.e,
Some of the brethren are very strenuous
upon the “Word of wisdom,” and would like
to have me preach upon it, and wrge it upon
the bretbren, and make ita test of fellowship.
[ do not think that [ shall do so; I have never
done so. We annually expend only
0U0 to break the “Word of wisdom,” and we
can save the money and still break it, if we
will break it. Some would ask br. Biigham
whether he keeps the “Word of wisdom.?’—

No; and I can say still further, as [ told one

sides what has been brougut in by the keg, |
|
|

as has

l

|

|
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of the teachers in Nauvoo, [ come as near
doing so as any man in this generation. Itisnot
using tobacco that particularly breaks the
“Word of wisdom,” nor is that the only bad
practice it corrects, but it is profitable in
every path of life. If our younz persons
were manly erough to govern their appetites
a little, they would not contract these bad
habits; but they must have some weaknesses,
they must not be perfect and exactly right in
everything. It is a loathsome practice to use
tobacco in any way. A doctor teld an old
lady in New York, when she insisted upon
his telling her whether snuff would injure her
brain, “It will not hurt the brain, there is ne
fear of snuff’'s hurting the brain of any one,
for no person that has brains will take snuff.”
I will say that the most filthy way of using
tobacco is to smoke it. “What is the neat
way? If you are going to direct any eourse
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adapted | for people to use tobacco, let us know what
Lains.— it is.

Can not you who bhave used it for years
point out a neat, modest, judicious way of
using it?”? The “Word of wisdom?® says that
tobaccois good for sick cattle, and when you
want another chew, down with it as you
would a pill. It may make you vomit a
little, but that is soon over, and it is good for
sick cattle; that is the neatest way you can
use tobacco,

I will now speak a little in regard to peo-
ple’s making themselves happy. We heard
something upon that subject to-day and yes-
terday; and we frequently hear people preach-
ing about heaven, paradise, and zion, and if
there is a comfort, a felicity and good feel-
ing, 1 want to say a few words about them,
and I shall begin upon the doctrine that is so
much beloved by Saint and sinner, and that is
the plurality of women. The Saintslke a
plurality of wives, and the sinners like a plu-
rality of men and women. I will say to the

' sisters that I have heard but very few women

quarter of an acre upon the

would like to talk about the spiritual welfare | will be systematized;and we will find the piace |

$60,- | the earth:

and not a great many men ever talk sensibly

Elurality of wives. When they be-
gin to talk abo:t it, they exhibit, almost with-
out an exception, passion instead of principle.
Were we to appeal to passions of the people,
we would promote the doctrine of a plurality
of men and of women, But when we address
ourselves to the Saints of the Most High God,
it is very different, and ina different light; it is
for mysisterstobe mothers of holymen aud holy
women; to receive and conceive in the name
and by the power of the Holy Ghost; to bring
forth their fruits to the praise and honer of
the God of heaven. But what are the people
doing here? “I want another wife,”” and, al-
most universally, passion is exhibited instead
of principle.

If the plurality of wives is to pander to the
low passions of men and women, the sooner
it is abolished the better, “How far would
{ﬂu go in abolishing it?” I would say, if the

ord should reveal that it is his will to go so
far as to become a shaking Quaker, amen to
it, and let the sexes have no connection. If
go far as for 2 man to have but one wife, let
it be 8o, The word and will of the Lord is
what I want—the will and mind of Ged. He
has revealed his mind and will. The timeis
coming when the Lord is going to raise up a
holy nation; he will bring up a royal Priest-
hood upon the earth, and he has introduced a
plura ity of wives for that express purpose,
and not to gratify lustful passion in the least.
I would rather take my valise in my hand te-
day, and never see a wife or a child again,
and preach the gospel until 1 go into the
grave, than to live as I do, unless God com-
mands it. I never entered into the order of
plurality of wives to gratify passion. And
were I now asked whether I desired and want-
ed another wife, my reply would be, it should
be one by whom the Spirit will bring torth
noble children. I am almost sixty vears old
and if I now live for passion, I pray the Lor
Almighty to take my life from the earth.

1 know the weaknesses of humanity, and I
understand the passiens of men and women.
I am sorry for them. I wish they had grace
according to their day, creating such foriitude
in them that they will determine to suffer

~unto death, rather than violate a holy com-

mand of the Almighty, or transgress the
bounds God has set, “Is that the way yoa
have lived?”” It is; it is the example 1 have
set before my family from the day the Lord
opened my mind to see the gospel. Ask these
sisters; many of them have known me for
years, what my life has been in private and
in public.’ It has been like the angel Ga-
briel’s, if he had visited you; and 1 can live
so still. But bow are we to be made happy?
There is ene course, love the giver more than
the gift; love Him that has placed passion in
me more than my passions. Let passion lay
at the feet of judgment, and let every attri-
bute that Ged has Lestowed on me, be devoted
to the rightecus cause bhe has commenced ev
this, and this alon2 produces hap-
piness. He has brought us forth, and we live
and see this day tha t prejlets, Kirgsin
mniilions of great and good men have prayed
to see, but died without the sight. When

'they looked at it in vision, it cast a halo ar-



