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I1 am pleased to have once more
the privilege of meeting with the
latter day saints and I1 trust that
while I1 shall endeaendeavorvr to address
you I1 shall have an interest in your
faith and prayersprayer that what I1 may
say may be in accordance with the
mind and will of our father in
heaven and for our mutual good and
benefit

to an elder returning home from
missionary labors the privilege of
meeting with the assemblies of the
saints in their sabbath day meet
ings is one that is very highly prized
we feel to rejoice in the privilegelege of
returning to these peaceful valleys
of the mountains and of listening
to the voice of the servantta of god
teaching the principles of the kkinginbg
dom of god and explaining tthetho
mind and will of our common fath-
ererandand god in the heavensheaven3 I1 have
often thought and meditated in re-
gard to this privilege when away
from home traveiltravelingnW in the midst of
strangers that when here we scarce-
ly prize and realize the value of it
and doubtless this is true in regard
to very many of the great and glori-
ous principles of the gospel we
must see the opposite come inin con-
tact with the opposite we have to
taste the bitter bedorebefore we canean ap-
preciatepreciate the sweet we have to see
and experience the condition in
which the world is todayto day to ap-
preciatepreciate the situation the latter day
saints are in

during the past year since last I1
had the privilege of mmeeting with
you here 1I have been engaged in
rrtprinene thetho principles of the gos-
pel in the united states morenarmore par-
ticularlyticularly in the southern states
our labors there have to a greater
or less extent been crowned with
success thefordthe lordnord has opened up
our way we have been enabled to
reach many of the honest in heart
and the principles of the gospel
have been spread by the preaching
of the elderseiders and by the distribu-
tion of books and pamphlets until
many thousands of people in that
section of the country todayto day are be-
coming acquainted with the princi-
ples of the gospelgospe 1 who twelve
months ago although possibly aware
thatthit there waswag such a
people as the latter day saints
in the valleys of the mountains
were ignorant in regard to the doc-
trine

doc-
trines that they professed to believe
in I1 find that within the pastnasr
twelve months quite a change has
taken pliapianeplaneee in the sentiments and
mindminds 0of the people in the southern
statestates relative to the principles that
we promulgate I1 form my judg-
ment in regard to this from their
action and it is said they speak
louder than words something like
twelve months ago a spirit ofor perse-
cution and wawaa prevalent
throughout a great portion of the
south brought about to a great ex-
tent by inflammatory articles in
the newspapers migmicmisrepresentingrepresenting us
and our objects and by the denun-
ciationsciati ons hurled at us from the pulpit
and from almost all directions
which resulted in the mobbing of a
number of the elders and the driv-
ing from their homes ofquite a num-
ber of families who hadbad embraced
the gospel in their own native land
in one particular instance an entire
branch of the church was driven
from their homes lotjort their prope-
rty and their means and were forced
to rely upon the generosity of the
latter day saints already gathered
to the valleys of the mountains here
to enable them to emigrate to where
they could live in peace and safety
thisthia character of opposition was
very violent very unpleasant to
meet with venyvery unpleasant to have
to deal with but by the blessing of
god and the perseverance otof the el-
ders the obstacles were overcome
our work was pushed forward and
very many right thinking honora-
ble men and women while not con-
ceding with us in a religious sense
came ououtt and refuse to endorse the
action of men who were using vio-
lence came out in the prespress3 in pri-
vate conversation in public speech
and stated that while the latterday saints might be wrong thecourse that waiwas being taken was
undoubtedly wrong that whatever
the nature and character of their
doctrines mlmightht be mob violence
persecution anandd unauthorized ille-
gal prosecution was notbotno p proper

means of overcoming the difficulty
even the editorseditor of many ofor thetile
southern papers conceded that the
course that was being pursued was
most unwise and would have atena ten-
dency to bring dozens of convertscnverts to
the mormon doctrines where
there had been one before which
provedroved true aa our labors
flavehave continually increased and
grown our nunumberstubers have been added
to and the spirit of emigration to
gather out to where they could helie
protected in their religious belief has
grown stronger day by day until we
scarcely need to preach in the south-
ern state the principle of emigra-
tiontion so anxious are the people to es-
cape

es-ti
from theintheir surroundings

the elders who have been engag-
ed in the southern statstated mission
have almost without exception
proven themselves worthy of the
trust that was reposed in them
they have endeavored to perform
the duties devolving upon them as
men and as the servabervaservantsribs of go not
countingag privation nlHlanderauder expos-
ure contumely as anything in com-
parison to the great work in which
they were engaged

the southern peo iele are naturally
a kindheartedkind hearted hospitable nohlenoble
class of people with the finer in-
stincts of nature more fully devel-
oped0 ed than possiblypo sibly among someome other
classesclasses of people they recognize
the labors of our Eeiderseldersders and while
they might not olticideleide with our
views yet they givee us credit for the
determination with whichwirich we pressress
forward and theiarn sandazealzeal
displayed by our young elders in
preaching the principles of the gos
pel especially was this noteworthy
in connection with the very many
young elderseiders who hadbad never beenboen
uuponn missions before youn menwrwho had been tilled from the vari-
ous m-atualmutual improvement atifassocia-
tions unlearned in regard totu thetiie
condition of the world unacquainted
with its cucustom manneramanners and hab
itsit especially with thi ejaelalas was a
deep impression made upon the
mindsmind of the people rhanha feeling of
kindness which is of
the people there seemed to leeleoeuieliet 1 after
those boys beardalebeardle boysiaboys is they
cereas they stood up in thelihel r places
where they they could obobtaintainaa
church or a school housebousehou e to preach
and where they bouli not obtain a
place in thetiie open airair by bioc road
side or wherever iheitiet aund a man
ready to stop and li- enh- en 0 o 01 vmtn in
proclaimingproclaim ng the 0t imn I1 hadbad
been enient to 1 ro linulm tideside1 le a
deep imbres ionloti on e wn of1 thetiie
Ppeoplep andrudandaud in a mininuin er of i ettin
Cce while tathee vioexenehenlerit kg of men
were raised aganga hn t et there
were thoethoe who su d IA We nr boybov
of if our im s kyekiev eee atheQ the
place of tbttatethie embedemredparati d irinfrom neittl0 air
homes and their kindred oy honshous
and ofor milemlle and there viwerevereereero rhuethue
seeking to do them violevorncevoeneeneeence we
would feel to tileliletilesliless the handliand that
protected them and aas a genera
thing there came a division and the
two contending parties were lofteft to
get through the struggle as bestbeat tilestieybley
could

therhe southern states mimissionslonsion ata
the present time is divided into con
ferencekferen ces with a precprezpredentident over eaeleach
conference and traveling eldereldersi aiat
appointed places laboring in the dis-
tricts yet with all that we can
do there are localities in the south-
ern states todayto day that have been
asking for elders for some consider-
able length of time which we have
not yet been able to supply owing to
a deficiencyde fucien cy in our n u m I1 ensengers whichwh ich
is possiblyably all well enough as itift i
not bestbeytt at times that the work
should go too fast I1 didiscovercover in
comincoming in contact with the people of
the united1 ted states that notwith-
standing ththee nation nunumbersin hersbers forty
millions of people a vartvast innumer-
able multitude almoalmost4 compared to
the latter day saints who dwell in
these distant valleys of thetiie moun-
tains yet if a company of eight ten
twelve or fifteen elders should hap-
pen to pass through any of the large
cities en route to their fields of labor
they are visited by reporters thetheyy
are interviewed and the interview
is published far and near causing
considerable excitement in regard to
thisllis small company of elders goingtto their fields of lawr in fact ttwow0
elders going into a locality where
thehe people are unacquainted with
thehe teachingsC of the latter day

saints and ing tltemi vesees
as mormon eldereider will eireaecreate a realreally
more genuine sensenationatlon than almotalmost
any other incident that could hap-
pen and it is doubtlessq well that
some of usits who are poalpocipo lilyilly a little
more zealous than wisewiowie should be
restrained in regard to our anxiety
to0 push the worworkk forward there isi
howeverweverhoweverlo I1 an abundance of room for
elderseiders to labor throughout the en

tire southern states we scarcely
ever preachedreached in a place where we
could not obtain a hearing we
scarcely ever visited a neighborhood

1I1 do nobnot et of any now in
the southern states where I1llelieIledesiredsired a
hearing wtbitbihbeh what I1 could both ob-
tain a place to preach in and in ad-
dition to that a good sized audience
to hear what I1 hadbad to say many
the leading men of the southern
states having visited salt laketake
city and been treated kindly by our
people having observed the thrift
enterprise and peacefulness of our
homes extended to us many kind-
nessesnenevesvesoes and many courtesies not-
withstanding that with thetiie ma of
the people itt wa quite uunpopular toito
do so the governor of one ofor the
leading states of the south offeredered
the ue of the senate chamber the
rrepresentative halls of his state to
preach in ifI1 waswaa prepared to use it
extending any courtecourtesyv I1 desired
their leading papers freely noticed
our meetings and published thou-
sands of handbillshand bills to be didistributedtributes
among the people and refused any
compea aulonalion whatever many of
theetheae incidents that come totomymomym
mind in regard to the courtesy iluandyd

of the people that we have
been preaching the gospel to warms
our hearts as elders of israel and
we feel to do them good to biessblessblessbiess
them and benefit them all that we
can

during the papastat year a little over
saints have been gathered from

missionmis ionlon rilefile prin-
cipal part of these have emigrated
to the neighboring state of colorado
in san luis valley 53 mile southsouth
andanti a little to the west of nenver
where the aintsain have amuilundnd a good
auby most excellent land and tim-
ber water grass and all that is ne-
cessary to enenablea blebie ththemein to build uptip a
settlement and locate themselvesthemelves
I1 had the privilege of visiting them
in their homes a number of imeslines
and while they have hadbad the priva-
tions

riva
eions that are incident to the fpforma-
tion

rma
of a new settlement every-

where yet they have been blessed
and prospered the peoplelaople of the
state of colorado have as a rule
treated them kindly havehavo welcom
ed them to their borders have en-
deavoreddeavored to benefit themthern and as-
sisted them jnin forming their settle-
ments all they could the railroad
that has been in process of con-
structionstruction for thetile past two years
runs down the centre of
the valley within three to
nivefive of aurlineour line of settlement
so that we have eayewy railroad com-
municationmuni cation our ratenate norfor emigra-
tion are exceedingly low rhefhe rail-
road companies have extended to us
many courtesies antianil kindnesses and
lave sought to do what they could
apparently being moved upon by the
rightabtsspiritskispi t to enable us to gathertorather
thoethose wholo10 were unable to gather
themselves and to assist those that
vere but little able to gather in
thetile location of the settlement in the
state of colorado there are now I1
believelelieve latter day saints from
4 lie southern statestates which willfillpospos
sibly be augmented by more tilitill
seseisonlsonison if deemed prudent to do so
in thetiie first town thattrat was locatedloca teJ
all thetile lots have been taken up an
other location of similar dimensions
i being occupiedled and still another
will be occueoccupiedoccueed some few miles dis-
tant from the first two in the course
of the next two or three months

the health of the saints has not
been as good as could have been de-
sired principally owing to the fact
that in emigrating from the south-
ern latesfates a district to
thol-e high dry altitudes the
changes thus brought to bear upon
them were calculated to produce
sickness to a greater or less extent
fhe scourge of meamealesmeasleslesies passed
through the settlement in thetile
month of april komesomeome cases
our neighborsneigh normhorsws at a railroad town
near by where there were about an
equal number of inhabitantsts that we
hadag with all the appliances of phy-
sicians and drug stores lost quite a
large percentage of their cases of
sickness in the town of alamosaalamona
some 20 miles distant from our set

there were almost an
equal number of casescasses there was
quite a larelarge percentageof deaths
I1init about 16iga to 17 cacanescases4 es that occur-
red in our settlement I1 think there
were but three or four deaths from
measles when I1 was talking to the
mayor of Alanalamosaalamonaiosa lie called my at-
tention to the disparity of deaths in
that town in comparison with those
that had occurred in our settle-
ment and asked me if I1 thought
thetile location of the town ofor
alamosaalamona unhealthy I1 replied
I1 thought not that it was
equally healthy with our settlement
he asked me to what I1 at 11 uti
the number of domidemitoothy T replied that

I1 belbeibelievedlevellevei they were attributable to
thetue number of drug stores and phy-
sicians they had in it that that was
the cause as I1 earnestly believed to
a greater or lesslas extent of the dis-
parity of the number of deaths
with some inhabitants in our
jettfettlemeut with quite a number of
cacaseseasesses somebomesomejiof them very serious
there has neverneven been a
called to prescribe one single pre-
scription to any of these people and
I1 have an ideaideh jhbthatt if we werewerd totd
looktookbokatat them godaytodayto daydayewe woulawould nindfind
them equally healthy with those of
the adjacent town where there are
several physicians with two drug
stores to draw their supplies from

the people in the settlements are
satisfied with their location I1 heard
but very little complaints and what
complaints I1 did here were I1
thoughth ough t almostenmost en tiresy due to the in-
convenience incident to emigration
to breaking up their homes to dispos-
ing of their property to riding longjong
distances upon railroads landing at
theartheir destination wearied to not be-
ing so carefully housed and protect-
ed for a limited length of time after
their arrival and to their being un-
acquainted with the country I1 be-
lieve however that out of the
souls eemigratedinin ted there have been but
four itturnedurn back from the work
and returned to their former homes
I1 heard no expression of a desiredefre to
return on the part of any one when
I1 was there wishing to test this
as I1 was returning back to the states
I1 publicly made the ofneroffer that if
there were any persons who desired
totad return back to their old homes to
lay down the principles of the gos-
pel and forego the gathering I1 would
actete and accompany them back and
if there were any unable to go
back with their own means a fund
would be raised for the purpose if de-
sired I1 received no applications
hence I1 was led to believe that thetile
people as a rule were satisfied with
their situation and surroundings

adjacent to our settlement theretbere
areara a large number of mexicans who
live in plazpiazzaszas as they term them
which are capable of accommodatingting
from ten to afiffiftyty families in a plazzapiazza
these people have had rather an
unpleasant and cheque red history in
their locations ind settlements in
the territory of new mexico and
the state of colorado they have
been looked upon to a certain exextenttent
as legal and lawful prey by their
christian surroundings who have
to a greater or less degree taken
advantage of their innocence and of
their ignorance in regard to the rules
of business to illustrate this imeone
man a merchant with whom we
deal a man that I1 have alwaysalway
looked upon as in every sense trust
worthy made this statement to me
in speaking of the Mexmexicanleaileal people
said he we cannot trade with
them asns we do with other people
rileyrhey have been deceived and cheated
until they come here and ask how
many pounds of sugar we give for a
dollar we would not dare to tell
them the exact number of pounds
if it is sixbix we have to tell them
ten well I1 said do you weigh
out the ten pounds not much
we weigh them six or five and a halfhalt
poundsloundsjounloun ds as the case may be such
is the character of the dealings the
mexican people have had to contend
with until todayto day they have no con-
fidence whatever jnin the white peo-
ple by whom they are surrounded
and it is something almost unknown
in their history it is something
strange for them to be placed in a
positiontion whereby they would be
deaildealtu with honorably and uprightly
by white people said one of their
leading citizens to me mr valdez
who was formerly a judge in olaoldoid
mexico a leading citizen in the state
of colorado a representative in the
legislature and a man of consider-
able ability said he to me the
white people we have come in con-
tact with heretofore have endeav-
ored to take every advantage of us
and when your people came here
we expected they would treat us the
same way last season we could
have furnished you land to plow
teams and seed but we were afraidafraid
that youTouyou would repeat the history of
some other portions of our posses-
sions wherewhelo wbwo have furnished seed
land teams and plows and rented
these things upon shares to people
who came into our midst and when
the fall season came they not only
claimed the land and crops but our
teams and plows and we have failed
to obtain any redress whatever con-
sequently we were afraid of your
people but after some short ac-
quaintance with us after coming in
contact with us a limited length of
limetime they learned to think better
of us and by their votes elected one
of our ethrenbrethrenlarTar magistrate over a

portion of the countcounty

of ConeconejacanejaConejalasjas in which they lived
this brother told me he hadbad been
magistrate for eight months hadbad
gained the confidence of the people
until todayto day people outside ofor the
precinct where he jives will bring
their cases to him to arbitarbitraterate and
adjudicate upon and the
mostmust universally are willing to subdb

kmittoanit to his decisions theressiaTheTherereisiavivia
kindly feeling between them anidaridarid
the f latter day saints they are
naturally a kindheartedkind hearted people fnoticed when our peoplee were living
in their piaplapiazzas8 asUS some of them
did for a season that when any of
them took sick the mexicans were
on hanbanhandd to nurse them arid todoto ddo0
what they could for their comfort

I1 theth SsaintsI1 rejoice at the privilege ofgieriggathering where they can livejive iiin
I1 peacece and quiguiquietnessetness aridand receive theasinstructionsruc tioi 0off the Eeldersiders and have
their children taughttaught I1 believe
duoaboaboltat the first thing they did injn the
first town they started wawas to buildbuibul jd
a schoolhouse and dur-
ing the past winwinterter they have had a
school ininI1 session the entire winter
expecting that as isonsoonsogn as circum-
stances would permit a summer
school would be commenced A
sabbath school is in session regularly
each sabbath and some six home
missionaries visit the suisurroundingrounding
country where the latter day Sainsaints
areard located and instruct thetile mexi-
cans who desire to hear thetile princi-
ples of the gospel

in laboring in the states we can
see that there is a rapid change tak
ing placelace it may not be obberobservablevable
by ttethe masses of the people how-
ever this change can be seen on the
elgh hand and on the le t we hear
men remark in regard to the change
that is occurring pollpoli tica
ly and socially we cannot blind our
eyes to the fact tha affairs in the
united statesStatesareare travelingtravelingatat a rapid
raterater we sometimes hear an elder
on returning home from his missionmi sionslon
ask orieoileone of the brethrenPrbrethrenethren how is
everethevereverythinginoing moving2 his reply is
venyIveryvery slowsiow he does not see with
the eyes of the elder who is abroad
preaching the gospel to my mind
the seeds of dissolution have been
sown jnin the midstmidstmidat of the people andgap 1y e springingup totoanan abundant
growth men are fulfillingalling the scrip
tures their hearts are failing them
turfor fear of the thingsthin that are com-
ing upon them the people of the
united states are in doubt in regard
eo10 what is in store for our govern
ment we hear quite loud espres

every hour of the day by men
of all classes governors senators
congressmen and clergyclergymenmem 1
think one of the most eloquent ser-
mons eloquent for the soundbound of litstits
wordawords not particularly for the prin-
ciple it contained but more particu-
larly for its sound of words I1 ever

was one in which the minis-
ter portrayed the condition of the
united states the fearful condition
in which the government was totodaydaydatthe condition in which political af
fairs were and strange as it may
seemhehm after tltellingelling the people that
there was notmot a political party in the
onsted states that would receive
jesus of nazereth after telling the
people of st louis thetbe city in which
this sermon was preached that ifjesus were to come toone of their
wards and run for alderman they
would outvote him by a large ma-
jority after telling them all these
things he then commenced upon
the other hand to portray the glori
ous spread of christianity it sound
ed strange to my ears fortor one was a
direct contradiction of the other if
one was true the other was false
certainly christianity could not
grow and increase and spread and be
ingrafted into the minds of the peo
pierie and at the same time he who
stood at the head of christianity be
rerejectedjacted from the head to the foot of
the whole body

the situation to my mind asi I1
have observed it and I1 have tried
to do so calmly and deliberately and
without prejudice is anything but
agreeable men have ceased to try
to hide this and the presentsent politicalI
contest that is waged so hotlhotlyy even
for the nomination of the man who
shall MIfill the presidential chair is
stirring up the people as I1 have
never seen an election stir them up
before it seems as though they are
not content with dividing into parties
but these parties are divided into
fragments the one contending
againstarmins the other Aafewfew years ago
it was thothe democratic party on the
one side and the republican party
on the other fo day it has changed
and materially altered in the rep-
ublican party it is the antiantl third
term ihenilenmen the
menen ac struggling the one against
lrethelie other in their own party until itltseems aad if the shadow is cast otoi the
time when every mansIs handband shailshmil


