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gave me drink I1 was naked and ye
clothed me I1 was sick and in
prison and ye visited me lord
they answer when did we see
thee hungry thirsty naked sick
and in prison and did these things
unto thee the lord replies
inasmuch as ye did it unto the

least of these my brethren ye did it
unto me then will he turn to
those upon his left hand and say

depart from me yoye cursed ye
workers of iniquity for I1 was hun-
gry and ye fed me not I1 was thirsty
and ye gave me no drink I1 was
naked and ye clothed me not sick
and in prison and ye visited me
not then they anxious for an
excusewill protest lord when did
we neglect and fail to do these
things unto thee inasmuchinasmuch as
ye did it not unto the least of these
my servants ye did it not unto
me now that tells just as plain-
ly asan it can be told the power and
authority which are vested in men
who bear the holy priesthood who
have been chosen from ththe founda-
tion of the world as the ambassa-
dors of god on earth and come to
represent him in the midst of man-
kind and as the world treats
them it treats him who sent them
we cannot consistently say to the
forerunner thouhou art an impostor

or crucify him or stone
him or trample on him and yeyett
throw open our arms and welcome
him whom he forerunsfo reruns whats-
oever we do to a servant of god
be he an apostle or a deacon we
do it unto the lord jesus christ
and that is what priesthood means

now the lord has been sending
his servants to this earth from the
beginning and it has happenedopened just
as waswaa told inrl the parable of the
lord and the vineyard the king-
dom of heaven Isia likened unto a cer-
tain lord who placed hisbis vineyard
in the bands of his servants and
made them stewards overall chatthat he
possessed and then tooktook labbis jour-
ney into a far country by and by
thinking it time that he should reap
some of the harvest some of the re-
sults of the working of his vineyard
over which he bad placed these
stewards he sends unto them one of
his servants and they beat him and
maltreat him and send him away
bruised and bleeding again the
lord sends another servant and they
stone him and trample on him and
treat him in like manner again
and again hebe sendsbends pleading with
them to give the lord his own and
they abuse all whom he sends
thenthein the lord says 1ifI will send
mysonmy son surely they will respect

him they will see in him my
image and they will receive him as
they would receive me but they
take him the son the heir to the
estate and put him to death then
the lord corneacomes in his vengeance and
calls those unrighteous stewards to
account and casts them into outer
darkness where there is weeping
and wailing and gnashing of teeth
in this little parable ipis told the his
toay of viethe world in a nutshell the
people of this world the great and
the mighty ones have said in effect
we will steal this vineyard we

will evilly entreat the servantsauts of
our lord and if the heir comes to
claim his own we will put him to
death and then we will have his in-
heritancefieri taAce for our own 1 thatisthat is
precisely the attitude in which this
brouprouproudd generation stands today they
have shut god out from their coun-
cils they have barred him out from
participation in human affairs and
have said we are masters here
we will take this inheritance and
itif god himself comes we will treat
him as a usurper and an invader
but god will come neverthelesselees
and he will call to an account
men and nations to whom he has
given this stewardshipand of whowhomi
he will demand a strict reckoning
blessed is he who has improved
upon the talents which have been
given him be they one or two or
five but woe unto him who hides
his talent in the earth thinking
because his talent is only one only
a small one that god will require
of him no account god is in the
small things as well as in the great
of those to whom much has been
given much will be required while
from those to whom little has been
biven but little will be required
men and nations stand upon this
plane they are stewards for time
and thothe nation that misuses its
power and the individual who
abuses his gifts and privileges
and Usfalls to use hisbis time his talents
his 0opportunities his possessionsposessions for
the glory of god and the welfare of
his fellowmenfel will be made to
answer at the bar of eternal judg-
ment where a just judge will sit
upon his cmecase aurand demand of him
a due return for all that he was en-
trusted with

there are reasons why god has
chosen certain men to bear hishim
holy priesthood Abraabrahamhaan gives
one reason for god showed unto
him the mysteries of his kingdom
saidbald he6 now the lord had shown
unto
thathat were organized before the

world waswaa and among all these

there remanywewere many of the noble and
gregreatatonesones and god saw these
souls that they were good and he
stood in the midst of them and he
said these I1 will make my rulers
for he stood among those that were
spirits and he saw that they were
good and he said unto me
abraham thou artaft one of them

thou wast chosen before thou wast
born now does anyone sup-
pose that any power earthly or in-
fernal could have prevented abra-
ham becoming the father of the
faithful the head of the house of
israel could any mortal power
have hindered him from fulfilling
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his destiny he came to earth with
the blessing and the ordination of
almighty god upon his head for
abraham was a high priest alterafter the
order of he was a
prophet of the most high and
joseph smith says that all the
prophets held the
priesthood and were ordained under
the hands of god himself could
anyone have prevented jeremiah
from being a prophet when god saidodd
unto him before thou earnest forth
out of the womb I1 sanctified thee
andaid I1 ordained thee a prophet unto
the natnationsione could any human

i being have hindered when god had e

placed upon these men his own
hande and ordained them before the
world was ffaror theltheirr ggreatrest mission

i we must not think that prophets
and apostles and great men are
wiaccidentsdents we must not think they
axeare children of chance we mustawat not
suppose that the times produce such
men but it tois god who pro-
duces the time and then sends
the man into it whom he has fore
ordained

this is predestination this isie fore-
ordination and while it does not
destroy human agency right of
choice individual volition the
power to do right or wrong it is set
and fixed by a decree that is irre-
vocable except by transgression on
the part of the individual you
maymaw throw a prophet into a dun-
geon you may hang him upon a
tree he is still a prophet and a ser-
vant of the most high you may
spit upon himbim the world may tram
pie him under their feet they can-
not take from him his priesthood
they cannot take from him his call-
ing which the almighty placed
upon his head before this world
was allali the free agency there is19

all the volition there is all the right
of choice and electionelect iob Is circum-
scribed within the sphere in which
man finds himself therethen is no
mounting up to heaven to blot out


