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HOBBIES AND CRANKS.

It isno uncommonthing for s man or
womai to bave a hohby, which to
them is the rreatest thing on earth,and
they are often surprigsed that this
hobby of theirs possesees no attraction
whatever to others. Round thls, a
jarge ptoportion of the thought of
such persons revolve; it may be a
harmless tbing, like the collection of
postage etampe, or it may be as serlous
a one Bs that which animated ‘*Jack
the Ripper;’* but between the two ex-
tremes there is every diversity of
preference, amounting in severe casea
to what might he called monomanis or
that existence of mentai obsession
which Justifies us in oalling A man
4og crank.”’

Hence, men have sought for that
apochryhal universal soivent which
had power Lo transmute all base metals
into gold; for that wuualversal elixir
which was the guarantee of indestruct-
ible bealth and everlasting l!fe; for that
force which would secure the secret of
perpetusl motion,beyond the sneersand
cavil of the scieutific world.
Social reformers without number have
each had their panacea for the evils of
society, trom the advocdte of multi-
form and nll-petvading orgauaization,
to the undisgulsed anatchist who ie the
toe of sany rule, government or control.
License and liberty to such have bheen
almost s¥nonymous terms, and Jaboer
for bread m crime, so long a8 undistrib-
gted wealth wae within reach of the
despotista of unwelcome toll,

The last general industrial and oom-
pieroial stagnation in the midst of
pounlteous harvests, creative machin-
ery and untold millivns of hoarded
money, demonstrates thut the [abor of
the world and all its preducts can be
munlpu]nled by men who have a bobby
whethet that he gold, silver, paper or
t he three in conbination. Human in-

enuity worke/in devious ways, and
mental crankiness oan produce wide-
spread bavooand ruin, while exhibit-
{ng the softness of the cooing dove.

Educational prejects ire and wiil be
' the shuitlecock between rival parties
on the piay-ground of our common
Jife. Profeseionalints who know llitle
ot notning of man’s origin or destiny

reeum® to dictate f[rom the simple ob-
pervation of faculty, the cultureof the

whole. They aim in ignorance to
muke the pyrumid staud upon fte
apex, 8mrsured that If it fall in any

direction, it will be pyramidal in
form st least. Rival schoole of medi-
cine bave hobbies from infinitesimal
doses of homoeprthy to the drenches
and douches of the herbalist avd hy-
dropathist; nature meanwhile in most
instsncesa vheating the charlatans of
medicine by sei-recuperation, or else
yielding in. sheer despait to the
potency of ignorance, and biding the
results thereof in the kindiy grave,
Great reformatory institutione seem
o be based upon unteneble Views—
misconceptiona of c¢rime, sanity and
p verty; and methoda which fall for
lack of broad ideas of man andthinge.
Liunatica aud masdmen are confined
for life; oriminale are held jo restrajnt,
and when a sentence la setved are
turned out without anxlety an to re-

form; while poverty vegetates in
crowded courts of cities, and in mam-
moth establishments without s glimpse
of hberty, with but desultory and ac-
cldental or unintentional effort at the
creation of self-independence; society
sueminely deeming it easier to support
than to educate or redeem, the victims
of its permitted conditions.

Untold miliions of treasure, wrenched
by taxation from a passive people, or
laid upon the altar by sympathetio
and phllanthropic souls, ute spent
in futile ways, only grazing, =s
it were, the outer fringe of
these giant evlis, which mook =l
modern pretensiors to enllghienment
in fits deal with the probiems
of suffering bumanity, Even thne
beneficence of religion {8 made
the football of respectabliity, Its
ministers are In the main profes-
alonale, caring little for the cleansing
of the sinksof vice, and eprinkling at a
distance with the eaun de cologne of
ostentatioua charity the purlleus ot
poverty and of llving death,

In the great Parliament of Religlons
lately convened at Chicago there was
had hut a reiteration of creed, more
Christlanity being expressed by the
heatben than by its most eloguent and
pifted lenders; but the whole—Chris-
tian and hbheathen—apparently were
more bent upon siring their erudition
thau in considerineg how to apply the
truths of revelation, held by both alike,
to the redemption of the world, the
renovation cf society, the Increase of
true inteliigence, or the practical ap-

plication of the idea of unlvetsal
brotherhood 1o the exlgencies of
our sadly defective oivilization,

The hobby of each one was creed and
chureb. It was more to be a Catholie,
a Baptist or a Buddbist than it was to
be a man, and to divert the golden
stream of Pactotus in a sectarian di-
rectlon, rather than to ]ift the incubus
of poverty and sln irom the stricken
multitud- s of earth. Was it Madame
Roland who exclaimed on her way to
the scaflold, **Oh, Liberty! How maoy
erimes have heen committed in thy
name?** Had sheé been a rellgionist
instead of a revelutionist, she only
needed to substilule the word *Reli-
kion?’ in place of *‘Liberty,”” to have
made that rebuke which would have
caused the ohieek of professlonailism to
tingle wherever that fs found! Nol,
perohanoee, for its sine of commission
sc much as those of omisslon, which
bave reache !, a6 it wete, to heaven!

In n commercial age men make
a hobby of trade, For it they circum-
soribe the world, and open the
untrodden haunts of semi-civillzation,
compelling trade ut the polnt of the
bayonet anpd hy the mouth of the can-
non. India, China, Africa and the
lelands of the sea have guftered con-
yuest at the dictum of this hobby wor-
shiped by an asserted superior race.
This is not, however, confined to ac-
tion on a gigantic acale. Large cities,
erastlertowne and obacure villages have
in thermn men who mounted on thia hot.-
by ride it to death, It is trade, trade,
nothing but tradv»! Many worthy men
no doubt are enpaged in this directiou.
But when there ia nothing elee of in-
lereat to a man in life he is like one
who is color-blind. There is a world
but itis djvepted of ita giow and beauty.
There is soolul lif+, but unless it 18 an
auxiliary to his buelpess it has Do

charms for him, There {a family life,
but he takes no time for its enjoy-
ment. A wife and family become geg-
ondary; they are weil provided for as a
maltter of courge, but home life
ls more than bread and diuner, and
clothing and amusements, Evep
money lavishly spent on schools and
what is oalled an eduecation, may
separate parenla and children apyd
raire a barrier in the face of accord and
unity which 1s fatal to the highest
apirit of genulne home, There is re-
ligiop, that best solace to the human
soul, but ita gentle infiuence ia smoth-
ered between the pages of the ledger.
Credits and dehits absorb and control
the time and thought, the body and
brain, A mau heoomer as fatally en-
gulpbed in Agures and goods as were
the Egyptians in the roaring ses.
There is Intelligence in the world
booka and literature, and art nn(i
sclence. But the man who makes
business hie undivided hobhby, only
reads the ‘‘trade paper,' spegulaies
upon what be can buy or sel] at a
profit, and like an eagle on the highest
plnnacle of observation wnlch looks
not at the glorious world, he sees but
that which serves himeeif; famine or
plenty, sunshine or shower, trude,
traffio and deal bound alike the horl.
zon of bis future and his present.

Who has not wondered at this, that
men should he satisfled with but one
hobby, one ldea? Aud yet, after alj,
it may be that 1n some way such mep
have moved the world. Unhesrd at
first and all unnoted perhaps, persist-
ence has secured in time, attention,
So the lahors of the alchemist, and the
delvers Into things unkunown, may
have in the flight of time plonesred
the way 1or the triumphs of later
ecience and benefits at Jarge. The
agabbles of churchmien and the gon-
tentiou of medical sehools, may have
proved on one hand a highway for
gublimer ethics, and on the other, that
study of “the buman form divipe,’*
which evolves kuowledge of function
and certainty of law. Through the
fire and smoke of Intellectual war
thers may vome if unot already the
peace of decisive authority and *assur-
ance of reat.

The use and bepefit of diversified
hobbies—of positive craze, may not
always be clvar at the time; yeot if
these ale the menns by which Provi-
dence works, erlticiemy may stand re-
buked in proving that His thoughts are
Dot asour thoughts, nor His ways as
ours.” Even were men 1n genersl
‘‘wo slraight thut they leanesd the
other way,” by and by, they wiil
hecome more and mors symmetricsl
and barmonjous mnd the roundness
of humanity will stand revealed,
Men of one idea, one hobby, one line
ol thought, will move 1nto more
yenerous development and & grander
maanhood; social, industrial, poiftical,
eobolastic, medioal, scientifie, and
religious onlture will ve hlended for
LUne common Dutpese, the sulargement
of the soul by the exercise ot its in-
herect faculties, and the salvation of
the physical an the tabetnacle of the
indwelling spirit, that He may be all
in all,

‘‘Beloved, now are we the soms of
Go , upd it doth not yet appear *what
we 8nall be, but we kpow that whepn
be sppeareth we shall be like Him,
and we shall see Him as He 1y, **



