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THE “MORMONS” AND EDU-
CATION.

A CORRESPONDENT of the Omaha
Bee, writing over the signature of
¢¢{Gtusto,’” gives a very good descrip-
tion of Salt Lake City and other

parts of Utah which hé has seen in
a flying visit. But he concludes as

follows:

“The public schools of Salt Lake
are not the best in the world. Es-
pecially by the Mormon element,
we believe schools have been too
“much neglected. In a future letter

k further of Balt Lake

we shall spea
City and its people.”

Is this designed as a sop for the
anti-Mormon element? Or as evi-
dence that he has not been **Mor-
monized?’”’ Preachers and press wri-
ters who utter anything atall favor-
able to the people who founded
and have built up this flourishing
Territory, seem always to think it

absolutely necessary to say some-

thing or other in disparagement of |

the “Mormons.” They either
want to pander to the hostile feel-
ings of a few bitter opponents, or
are afraid lest they may be under-
stood as countenancing ‘““Mormon-
iam.”?

The public schools of this city
may not be ‘the best in the
world” What sane person would
expect to find +the best schools in
the world” in a Territory not much
over thirty years old, and which,
until recently wasa thousand miles
from anywhere, and without con-
nection except by team? But it is
not true that the ‘*Mormon ele-
ment’’ has neglected schools. When
the clouds of prejudice that have
covered the facts from the eyes of
the world are cleared away, it will

be a marvel to mankind that, in
the midst of the immense difficul-

ties that have surrounded the
“Mormons,” they bave been able
to accomplish as much as they
have towards the secular education

of the young.
The school for children is an es-

sential feature of every little settle-
ment or hamlet established by the
Raints in any locality. Kvery
Ward in this ¢ity, and there are
twen'‘y-one, has one or more day
schools. As the Territory grows
in mnumbers. and wealth the
educational facilities gmvided
increase correspondingly. Our Sun-
day schools are. ahead of anything
of the kind in the Territories and
many of the States. Without a
dollar of aid from the government
or any extraneous assistance, the
people who came here stripped of
all their earthly ions have
done wonders in the cause of gene-
ral education, while at the same
time they have spent hundreds of
thousands of dollars in bringing
here their indigent co-religionists
from all parts of the world. 1

It is one of the great mistakes in
the popular estimate of ““Mormon”
principles and practice, and one of
the most frequently repeated wil-
ful falsehoods of *“Christian”
preachers and infidel editors, that
the “Mormons’’ are opposed to or
indifferent about education. The
contrary i1s the truth, and this is
abundantly proven by unimpeach-
able statisties. If the Bee corres-
pondent will ‘write mnothing' for
facts but that which has been sub-
stantiated, his letters will be read
by the peoplée of Utah with far
greater gusto,

A STATEMENT AND A DEDUC-
TION.

A STATEMENT is ‘“going the
rounds” that at the late **Mormon”
conference a report was read, show-
ing that the receipts from tithing
during the previous four menths
amounted to $500,000. BSome ab-
surd comments are made based

upon this asssertion, one of which is |et
asilde the hygieni¢c reasons that

that ““polygemy must be undoubt-
edly costly.”

We do not know that it will be
eof any use to contradict the state-

plainly perceived by all
go through the world with their
ment, nor to enquire into the logic|eyes open.

much for anything
a sensation, that proof would be
wasted upon them. Bat we will
just remark {hat no such figures as
those mentioned were embodied
in any report at the Conference,
that the particulars given were not
for any ‘‘four months,” and that if
the amount stated were correct, it
would have no bearing ‘whatever
upon the question of the “‘costliness
of polygamy,”.except perhapsin a
contrary way from that intended
in the application. For, if a people
who practice polygamy are able to

pay half a million to their church,
in four months, as (ithing, they
must be in very prosperous circum-
stances, and advancing towards
material wealth in a much faster
degree than their monogamous con-
temporaties.  Bee il?
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DENOCUNCING A FASHION-
ABLE EVIL.

| rican fashionable society to an

CONSIDERABLE ridicule has been

ing in Chicago, a few days ago, the
subject of Communism being un-
der discussion, Dr. Patton egaid “it
were well to do something to check
the growth of population,”and that
“it was time to lay aside all jalse
sentiment on the subject.”
Malthusian doctrine has spread
to a considerable extent among
skeptics and so-called ““advanced”
social reformers,but the*Christian”
pulpit is not exactly the place one
would look to for its advocates.

taining the speech of Hon, 8, 8.|

The prevention of family increase
a crime which is practised in Ame-

alarming extent, has been winked
at by orthodox doctors of the body
and physicians of the soul, and the

prevalence of the horrible and
deadly sin is greatly attributable to
their failure to denounece it in fit-
ting lapguage and force. They are
sufficiently culpable for the apathy
they haVe manifested in view of

heaped upon the leading Eldersin| .o evils, physical and spiritual,

this Church for their eflorts to sup- | which are

its certain 1results.

press round dancing. They are not | But here is an influential miuvister

alone in their condemnation of
this social dissipation. The Catho-

of & powerful ““Christian” sect, ac-
tually supporting and openly faver-
ing the aevilish doctrine of *‘check-

lic Church has emphatically pro-|ing the growth of population,” and

nounced against it; many eminent
preachers have pointed out the
evils attending it; and now Bishop
Whittle, of the Episcopal Chureh,
at the convention in Lynchburg,
Virginia, attacks it with eloquence

and vigor.

thus encouraging Lhe crimes of
foeticide and infanticide. Well
may an astonished and disgusted
Nebraska editor, commenting upon
the shameful words of Dr. Patton,
exclaim that ‘‘no more ceriminal or
infamous words ever fell from the
lipsof a human being.”

The same HBatanic preachers of &

Referring to theaddress of Biﬁhﬂp perverted gospel who countenance

Johns, in 1872, he said that distin- |and recommend

guished 'divine characterized this
exercise as ‘“that lascivious mode of
promiscuous dancing.”
Whipple went on to say:

“Let every appeal be made in
the way of aflectionate remonstr-
ance, judicious teaching and earnest
prayer for the reformation of those
led astray, if God pera@venture will
give them repentance. If all such
efforts prove unavailing to remove
the scandal and awaken the offend-
er to a esense of his sin and
danger, and it becomes neces-
sary to resort to ‘the exercise
of a decided discipline, it must
be done, .I adag}.ﬁthia language as

my own, that he being dead, may
yet speak on this impormos seet.
ter. Perhaps his words struck some
as being too strong and harsh when
they were first uttered, who think
| very  differently now, after six
years’ observation and experience.
Certain it is that many of our
wisest and best people, ministers

[and laymen, judging the tree by

the frait, have become alarmed Jest
the effect of this dreadful evil of
round  dancing shall be not only to
injure pure and undefiled religion,
but even to sap the very founda-
tions of all social virtue and moral-
ity.” |

The committee to whom this por-
tion of the address was referred
|reported a canon, “forbidding the
holy ecommunion and confirmation
to persons who habitually indulge

in round daneing.”” It would have
been pdssed, but the rule required a
two-thirds vote, which was not
obtained, but resolutions were
adopted wurging that the praectice
be discoutinued by all good mem-
bers of the Kpiscopal Charch,

There is no. doubt that many may
indulge in round danecing 'without
any evil thoughts,improper feelings
or ill effects. But it is certain t 1at
this mode of recreation has'led to
results of the worst charaeter, and
that it ‘opens the way for design-
ing persons to effect base and
shameful purpoges; ' thérefore it
ought not be encouraged among
the Latter-day Baints.

We have thought that if our
voung ladies would just imagine
themselves in the exact position
they assume with their partners in
the waltz, without any music or
the usual surroundings of the ball
room, they would be ashamed to
be seen by sanybody, and would
scorn the idea of submitting to
such misecellaneous embraces, Nei-
ther musical strains nor modern
custom takes away the impropri-
of the position, and, putting

might be advapeed against the
practiee, its immuodesty ought to he
people who |

the unnatural
theories of Malthus, oppose and de-
nounce the doctrive of Biblieal
marriage; trample under foot the

Bishop | first great commandment, “in-

crease and multiply;” seek to per-
se¢ute and destroy those who aim
to carry out the purposes of Jeho-
vah and extend the benefits of the
family life; and would put into
chains and shut up in prison
the “Father of the Faithful”
and the aucestors of the BSavior,
whom the relizion they profess to

expound holds up as exemplars for homestead act.

all Cbristian people. If the great
Founder of the Faith were on earth
in these days he wouid be con-
strained to repeat his denunciation
of the Pharisees: ‘‘Ye hypocrites!
ye generation ot vipers! how can ye
Covepe tha damuation of heli?”
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SENSE IN THE SENATE.

THE House of Representatives re
cently inserted in the legisiative
judicial and executive appropria-

tian bill, a provision ecutting down
the number of territorial legislators
to nine councilors and eighteen
representatives, and reducing their
pay to four dollars per diem and
wileage. This change was inspir-
ed by the spirit of parsimony which
seems to have taken hoid of the
Democratic House, and which is
mistaken for prudent economy.
The Senate seems to be guided
by a more sensible pelicy. Thke
clause in the bill inaugurating this
revolution in territ.rial affairs has
been stricken out in the upper

chamber, and it is to be hoped that
the House will coincide with the
amendment, An eflfort was made
in the Senate to place the compen-
sation of the judges in the Territo-
ries at $3,000 per anbnum, but it was
defeated. This is much to be re-
regretted, as it is not at all likely
that competent and honest men
can be obt:ined for the position at
the meagre amount of the salary
fixed by the House.

The change in the number of rep-
resentatives and councilors in the
legislative assemblies would neces-
sitate the redistricting of the Ter-
ritories, and would leave some dis-
triets pracﬂmll&e\vithnut represen-
tation. And the small figure of
Four Dollars perday is pitiful pay,
in this western country, for men of
the calibre required to make laws
for the people. Utah has had thir-
teen eouuncilors and twenty-six
representatives ever since it was or-
ganized, and the idea of reducing
the number, after the increas- ot

 its population and the growih of its

material interests and geweral im-
portance, is both stingy and incon-

| sistent.

Fenh, Delegate from Idaho,in &
‘House of Representatives on the
2d nult. The gentlemen favors the

bill for the transfer of the
Indian Bureau to the War De-
partment.

In the course of his remarks he
gives many particulars of fraud on
the part of agents, and the shame-
ful indignities endured by the red-

|skins, - He also presents evidence

of the evil effects of giving the
nomination of agents to certain re-
liglons denominations, He de-
nounces the practice as unconstitu-
fional, for, instead of allowing
church authorities to name and se-
lect the agents, all public officers
gshould, according to the Constitu-
tion, be nominated by the Presi-
dent, and appointed by him ‘*by
and with the consent of the Sen-
ate.” Under the present system,

men are selected who know noth-
ing of the Indian charaeter nor of
frontier life, and Mr. Fenn main-
tains that the bigotry, intolerance
and sectarian bias of such agents
have been_ the cause of a great
many outbreaks, and of driving
otherwise peaceful Indians into im-
placable hostility. ' |
He gives great credit to the Ro-
man Catholic missienaries, who
have accomplished much good
among the savages, but shows that
their efforts have in many instan-
ces . been  annulled, through
Methodist and Presbyterian auta-
gouism and the villainy of denomi-
national agents, The Nez Perce
war he lays to the charge of agent
J. B. Monteith, and supports the
accusation by very strong evidence
Mr, Fenn advises the abolition of
the reservation system and the ab-
rogatiou of tribal authority, the ex-
tension of the laws to Indians in
common with the whites, and the
encouragement of the former to be
come citizens and owners of the
soil under the provisions of the
He says: .
“Your system of farming out the
Indian agencies to different religi-
cus denominations,
bring the Indians under Christian-
izing influences as a means of civi«
lization has only resulted in de-
populating reservations and pro-
ducing Indian  hostilities, while
your religious agents and religious
teachers have plandered the In-
dians, plundered the government,
and produced naught bat discord
aund disorganization by attempting
to force their peculiar religious

faith upon savages and barbarous

or partty civilized people.”

But the Idaho Delegate does not
wish to ignere the intluenee of re-
ligion uponm the savages, nor to
banish the church or the school-
house from their midat. One ¢lause
of Lhe bill he supporis provides:

~ “'SBeec. 9. That it is hereby 'pro-
vided that all religious denomina-
tions shall enjoy a free and equal
right to erect and maintain church
and school buildings on any and
all Indian reservations, and shall
not be molested in-<their religious
and philanthropic efforts to advance
the Indians in moral, religious or
literary culture, but shall equally
and alike be perfectly free and en-
couraged in 'the prosecution of their
eivilizing and educational efforts.”

This he considers will remedy
oue of the greatest evils attending
the present system, under which,
he says, ‘‘most of the denomina-
tional "authoriiies, prompted by
their greed and love of power, have
striven to.secure the control of as
many agencies as possible,” and
“‘cheirtools have often depopulated
the reservations by their endeavors
to coerce the untutored Indians to
adopt the faith of the desomination
in charge.”

This isa very bad. condition of
Indian affairs and a radical change
in the policy of the government is
considered necessary by the best
minds in the country. But will
the remedy proposed, the turning
over of the Indian Bureau to the
War Department be any guaranty
that the evils complained of will be
removed? Some of them would be,.
no doubt. The provision takiog
away denominational control of the.
agencies is caleulated toaccomplish
oune good thing, and the arrauge-
ment giving all religious bodies

leql;u\.l opportunities for missionary

lation confined to the Indian By.
rean? And when stealings are yy.
covered and lightis thrown upep
official darkupess, is- any differeyce
made in the eoat of whitewash that
is brushed over the doings of mii.

tary and those of civil otfenders?

Mr. Fenn makes one statement
in support of his position that i
singularly inearrecs. He says:

“The¢ry that it is better to feed
than fight the Indians has produe
ed its legitimale . fruits of murder
and devastation,”

Is there any evidence in faver
of this statement? We think not
The “‘cry” has been the resultof ex.
perience. In this Territo? the
feeding policy has been demop.
strated 10 be better and cheape
than the fighting method. And
murder and devastation are not s
“legitimate fruits,” bat the natural
consequence of agreeing to feed and
failing; of making contracls and
breaking them; of promising cer-
tain things in payment for lands er
as & reward for certain concessions,
antd then violating the promise
and thus cheating instead of feed
ing the Indians, Mr, Feun’
sprech shows the truth of this and
dis es his own proposition
Through all his relations of facts i
is plainly portrayed that the In.
dian troubles which have arisen in
his Territory and the country ad.
joining, have been the result of
starving and swindling instead of
l’aedim,g the **wards of Lthe Govern-

ment.’ _ (hovel [ add
sgreements and lreaties

|

If the _
made with the reds bhad been hoo.
orably fulfilled; if the  rascally
agents who have grown rich o
their robbery of the Eavafqahhd
been adequately punished for their |
erimes; if as much care had
been taken to keep faith with tbe
Indians as to pursue and w
them when driven into hostilly
by repeated 'injuries; the Inpdim
problem would not offer to-day &
many difficulties and perpléxities,

Mr, Fenn truly says;

“A gingle Iundian, or body of
them, when treating with an indi
vidual of the white race, if they are
impressed with his superiority, il
they find he never makes 8 promise

in express terms oy by implication
that he does not fulfil, and especi-

in order to|ally, never makes a tLireat he does

notenforce, not only obtains their
respect and confidence, but hes-
tains it as long as his conduet ju-
tifies their appreciation of his eha-
racter.”’ | ) je |
Every man who has had anyex
perience with the aborigines knows
this to be true, Lt was this thatgave
the late President Brigham Young
his great influence with them. They
said ““he never spoke with two
tongues.” What he agreed todo,
whetber by promise or by "threat
he accomplished, and they counted
him their superior. "Has the In-
dian any reason to reckon the ave-
rage white man his'superior? From
the pale face he has loarned to
ak his werd, to lie and to cheat,
 gamble and drink “fitewater.”’
Even his cruelties and barbarism
have been but the counter-
part of the atrocities of  some
white soldiers who  bave
scalped the fallen :braves, oul
raged the squaws, bﬂba::d uw
brains: of papooses, bar
and fought with fire as well as'the
rifle and the howitzer, The destrue-
tion of anIndian village in soldiers’
parlance is a vigctory,” but the de-
feat. of a-.company orregimentiss
‘‘massacre.”’ r . v 10
"The Indians have rightsas the
primal possessors of the soil and
a part of the human family. Thos
rights should be but have not beed
respectedi ' The Government isur |
der obligations to Ged and humap
ity to regard those rights and secur
them, It has been demonstrated,
as Mr. Fenn’s speech shows, in the
history of the NeZ Perces, th
Spokanes and the Couar d’Alenss
th?it t]:ltm savages c&nklim Let |
and the roving red skin by prope
treatment ¢can _beﬁganhfom
a land-tilling and land-owninge
zen. “Mormon’ missionhries bhave
also proven this fact satisfactorily.
To feed, instruct and care for them,
then, until they. become selis
taining,is a far better, policy thanto
fight and destroy them, an , a8 the
financial reports of the disasi
Indian wars have shown, it i3 8l
much cheaper. ,.
Treat the Indians as hqﬁ
beings; fulfil the obligations wil
the nation is under to, them, pay

them for their lands as !
point honest maen, if they can




