
THE deseret
from the beginning as the lord
dotsdois they hayehave their faith tested
as you have your faith tested so
with the twelve aliphatall that
wee can do is to seek the mind and
will of god and when that comes
totd iina though it may come in con-
tact with every feeling that we have
previously entertained we have no
option but to take the step that god
points out and to trust to him as
we were often told by president
young for the results that is the
way this church is led there is
no being save the lord himself
who knows the end from the begin-
ning who of us would be tested if
wee were in that condition it is
just as necessary thatbat the presi-
dency and the apostlespostlesAj should be
tried Usas it is that you should be tried
it isia as fecesnecessaryary that our faith
should be called into exercise as that
your faith should be called into ex-
ercise we can see a certain dis-
tancetance in the light of the spirit
of god as it reveals to us his
mind and his will antiand we can take
these steps with perfect security
knowing that they are the right
steps to be taken but as to what
the result will be that is for the god
of israel to control that is the
way in which the church of
god has always been led and
it will always be led in that
way until liehe comes who tois jourour
king our lawgiver and our healpresi-
dent even jesus christ

Itisit is your privilege my brethren
and sisters in all these matters to
know also whether the steps that
you take are acceptable unto god
ana when you receive this testimony
you will lunow for yourselves you
will know it all over though your
mortal eyes and your mortal ears
may neither have seen nor heard
you will know it by the testimony
that comes from god the con-
vincing power of the spirit of god
is greater than the evidence of the
outer senses

god is with his people and he
winwill continue to be with them aud
if we will do that which hefie tells us
he will never desert us nor turn
his face from us he will never
doseclose his ears to our cries but he
will be quick to hear our
eions and to respond to them in
blessings uponu pon no

if there are any who have joined
this church with the expectation of
having ease worldly profit and aad-
vantage from their espousal of the
gospel probably they will learn if
they haviahavi not already that this isis a
wrong motive and that they have
been mistaken in meirheir ideas yet I1
want to say to the latter day saintssainte
that I1idodo not believe there is another
people upon the face of the earth
who are blewerbles as we are notwith-
standing our trials I1 bellevebelieve andami
idoI1 do not say this with any dispost
tionmaitio n aoto exaggerate that a happier
or a nocapreore prosperous does not
livaliv upon the earth than the latter
day saints for god has blessed us
in the midst of our trials and has
given us prosperity you look at
those who have been faithful and
compare the results of their lives
with the results of the lives of those
who have left the church and I1
am sure that iuin making the corncom

parison you will be perfectly satis-
fied that the course of the former
elmsclass has been the most profitable
in every sense of the word
sodo it will be to the end notwith-
standing our afflictions our im-
prisonmentsprison mentements and everything of
this character I1 said on one
occasion and probably more than
once to the brethren who were in the
penitentiary that t was willing to
prophesy that they would be more
blessed and prospered in that which
they put their hands to do than if
they ha I1 not gone there and I1 am
sure it will be so god does not for-
get the sacrifices of his people and
I1 am thankful this day for the in-
tegrity of the latter day saintssainte
when I1 think of the hundreds who
have gouegone to prison willingly so
that the world might know that
they were conscientious and not
cowards or covenant breakers I1
thank god that I1 live among a
people who can dopuchdo such thingsthingsasas
these without shaking of the knees
or of the arms and without being
afraid to face all the consequences
of that which they have done I1
am thankful for it not only because
we are latter day saints but be-
cause we belong to humanity it is
a glorious thing however mistaken
men may be in the estimation of
others to see them valorous and
courageous and not afraid to meet
all the consequences of their con-
duct when my children do wrong
I1 say to them lt11 rollfell me of it show
me that you have courage and
that you are not afraid tvtu
meet the consequences of what
you have done when they
do this and are ready to receive
whatever the punishment may be
should I1 be disposed to inflict any
I1 feel like embracing therathem there
is that in us which makes us ad-
mire courage even if it be in a mitsmia
taken cause so it tois with the lat
ter day saints however much the
world may think we have been mis-
taken in our views the time will
come when the conduct of the litlat
torter day sainta during the last five
years will stand out as the brightest
page in the history of humanity
in modern times atleaseat least and men
will dwell upon it and say that such
exhibitions of t oubouragerage and integrity
are a credit to our race I1 am look-
ing for that 1I believe most firmly
it will come we have given the
bestbeat evidence of our sincerity that
it is possible for men and women
to give and whether the world ac-
cepts these testimonies and eviden-
ces or not we are sure that god and
angels will accept them and that
they will be recorded in our favor

it may be necessary for us to do
other things that come in contact
with our feelings but I1 believe
that this people are capable of any
sacrifice that they shall be called
upon to make and they can bow in
submission when it is necessary
and right as easily as they can
stand erect and resist that which
they esteem to be wrong we will
show mankind we have shown
them and we will show them more
abundantly that the latter day
saints are a people of truth a people
of integrity a people who are loyal
to god loyal to the wucountryu try of which

they are citizens or of which they
ought to he citizens loyal to the in-
stitutions which god has permitted
in his providence to be established
and loyal in all the relations of life
a people strong in fidelity andandy
above all things pure and virtuous
I1 tell you I1 would lose all hope my-
self for humanity if it were not for
our people it hashaa been my lot to
travel and mingle with men and
without prying into affairs things
have come to my knowledgeknowledge that
have filled me with well I1 cannot
describei the feelings that I1 have
had when I1 see the course that
men antand women are taking outside
of this church and witness the fate
that is coming upon the people I1
feel thankful to god that he has
established this church and that
the standard of purity is raised
among the latter day saints and
that 11 impurity is denounced and
dealt with that there is a people
upon the face of the earth who say
that the virtue of men and the
virtue of women ought to be equal
to the angels if you were to see
the faces of men as I1 have seen
them when they have been told
that we look upon the sin of adulte-
ry as the greatest crime next to
the shedding of blood it would be
a picture to you for I1 tell you that
virtue among men is alalmost un-
known outside of this church and
of course when mens virtue has
fallen 0 o low you can depend upon
it the virtue of the other sex tois not
beyond question the testimony
that we bear is that the latter day
saint who indulges in sexual sin
will be damned if he do not re-
pent there has been no greater
cause of apostasyapostacy in this church
than the want of virtue you can
predict the future of a man who is
guilty of sins of this kind unless hebe
repents as sure as you can predict
that darkness will follow the setting
of the sun god will have a virtuous
people and those of you who are
not virtuous will go the way that
others exve gone uunless you repent
you will lose the faith forthefor the spirit
of god will not dwell in an unholy
tabernacle the man or the woman
that is cannot retain the
spirit of god they may be mmem-
bers of the church today in rilfull
fellowship unsuspected by their fel-
lows but if they do not repent
their wiekwickednessedness will produce ititss
fruits and the result which god has
said would attend it think of what
the word of god is in tw revela-
tions that he has given to the
church he has said that he that
looketly upon a woman to lust after
her shall deny the faith un-
less hebe repents he that looketh 1 1

upon a woman remember not layjay
his handsbands upon her tutbut he that

upon a woman to lust after
her shall denydeby the faith theref-
ore we must not only be pure in
deed but be pure in thought I1ina order
to retain the spirit of god and to
have it dwell in our tabernacles
it will not dwell inha those who are
lustful

this is the standard that god has
raised for his people he wants us
to come up to this standard to be
pure as angels are pure and why
should not we be if we are going


