ffom the beginning, as the Lord
dots. They have their faith tested
As you huave your faith tested. Bo
with the Twelve Apostles. Allthat
we can da is to seek the mind and
will of God, and when that gomes
to uv, though it may come incon-
tact with every feeling that we have
previourly entertained, we have no
optirn but to tuke the step that God
points out, and to truet to Him, as
we were often told by President
Young, for the results, That s the
way this Church is led. There is
no Lwing, save the Lord himself,
who kuowsa the ead from the begin-
ning. Who of us would he tested If
we were in that condition? [t is
just as necessary that the Presi-
ency and the A postles sheuld be
tried-as it is that youshould betried.
It is as pDecessary that our faith
should be called into exercise asthat
your faith rhould be called into ex-
ergise. We can see a certain dis-
fapnce in the light of the Spirit
of God nas it revenls to us His
miud and His will, and we can take
these ateps with perfect security,
knowing that they are the right
sleps to be taken. But as to what
the result wiil be, that is for the God
of Israsl to cuntrol. That ls the
way in  which the Charch of
God has always been led, and
it will always be led io that
way until He comes who is our
King, our Lawgiver and our Presi-
dent, even Jesus Christ

Ltis your privilege, my brethren
and gisters, in all these matters, to
know also whether the steps that
you take are acceptable unto Gud;
and when youu receive thistestimony
you will kmow for yourselves; you
will know it all over. Though your
mortal eyes and your mortal ears
may neither have seen nor heard,
you will know it by the testimony
that comes from God. The ¢on-
vincing powor of the Spirit of God
i greater than the evidenee of the
outer senses.

God is with His people, and He
will continue to be with them; aud
if we will do that which He tells us,
He will never desert us, mor turn
His face from us; He will never
close His ears to our cries, but He
will be quick to hear our suppiica-
tions and to respond to them in
biessings upon us.

If there are any who have joined
thls Chiurch with the expectatiou of
baving ease, worldly profit and ad-
vantage from their espousal of the
Gospel, probably they wil} learn. if
they have pot aireay, that thia ls a
wrong motive, and_thut they have
been mistuken in fheir ideas, Yetl
want to say to the Latter-day Sainte
thhat I do not hetleve there is another
people upon the face of the earth
who ars blesswd a8 we are, notwith-
atanding our trinle. [ belleve—ant
I'do not say this with any :isposi-
tioti .te exaggorate—that a happier
or' it Inore prosperous peotle does not
live: upon the earth thau the Lintter-
day Balnts. For God has blessed us
in the midat of our trials and has
given us prosperity. You look at
thore who have been fulthful and
compare the results of their lives
with the results of the lives of those
who have left the Chureh, and I
am sure that in making the com-
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parison you will be perfectly aatis-
fled that the course of the former
class bas been the most profitahle
in every sense of the word.
8o it will be ta the eml, notwith-
standing our afflictions, our im-
prisonments, unod everything of
this characber. [ said on oue
ocoasion, and probably more than
once, tothe brethreu who were in the
penitentiary, that [ was willing to
prophesy that they would be more
blessed and prospered in that which
they put their iamis to do than if
they hal oot gone there; and [ am
sure it will be so. Qo Wowes not for-
wet the sacriflces of His people, and
[ am thankful this day for the in-
tegrity of the Latter-day Baints.
When I think of the hundreds who
have goue tu prisonm willingly, so
that tbe world might know that
they were conscientious and not
cowards or covenant-breakers, T
thank God that I live among a
people who can Jo sunh things as
these without shaking of the knees
or of the arms, and without being
afraid to face ali the consegueuces
of that whigh they have done. 1
am thankful for it, not only hecause
we nre Latter-day Saints, Lut bLe-
cause we beleng to humanity. It is
a glorious thing, however mistaken
men may be in the estimativn of
others, to see them valorous and
courageous and not afraid to meet
all the consequences of their cou-
duct. When my chtldren do wrong,
[ eay to them, ** Tull me of it; show
me that you have courage, and
that you are mnot afraid te
meet the consequences of what
you have. done.** When they
do thia and are ready to receive
whutever the punishment may be,
ahould I be disposed to inflict any,
I fesl like embraciog them. There
isthat In us which makes us ad-
mire couraye, even if it be in a mis
taken cause. Bo it I8 with the Luat-
ter-day Saints. However much the
world may think we have been mie-
taken ln our views, the time will
come w hea the conduct of the Lt
ter-dny Saints during the last five
yveurs will stand out as the brightest
page in the bistory of humanity,—
in modern timea, atleast,—and men
will dwell upon it and say thatsuch
exhibitions of 1ourage and integrity
are a credit to our race. T am look-
ing for. that—I bwelleve most firmly
it will come. We have given the
hest evidence of our sincerity that
it is possible for men and women
to give, and whether the world ac-
cepts these testi-nonies and eviden-
ces or uot, we are aure that God and
angels will accept them, and that
they will be recorded in our fuvor.
It may be necessary for us to do
other things that come in contact
with our feellngs. But [ belleve
that this people are capable of any
racriflce that they shall be called
upon to make; and they can bow in
submisslon, when it Is necessary
and right, as easily as they can
staml erevt and resist that which
they esteem to be wrong. We will
show mankind—we have shown
them, and we will show them mnre
abundaptly—that the Latter-day
Saints are n penple of truth, s people

of integrity, o prople who are loyal
to Gled, loyal fo the country of which
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they are citizens or of which they
ought to he citizens, loyal to the in-
stitutions which God has permitted,
in His providence, to be established,
and loyal in ali the ralations of life;
in fidelity, and,
above ail things, pure and virtuous.
I tell yvou I would lose all hope my-
self for humanity if it were not for
our people. It has been my lot to
travel and mingle with men, and,
without prying into affairs, things
have come to my knowledge that
have fllled me with—w«ll, I cannot
deseribe the feelings that I have
had. When [ see the gourse that
men and women are taking outside
of this Church, snud witness the fate
that is coming upon the people, [
feel thankful to God that He has
established this Church, and that
the standard of purity Is raised
among the Latter-day Saints, and
that all impurity is denounced and
dealt with; that there is a people
upon the face of the earth who pay
that the virtue of men and the
virtue of women ought to be equal
to the angels’. If you were to see
the faces of men as [ have seen
them when they have been told
that we look upon the sin of adulte-
ry as the greatest crime next to
the shedding of blood, it would be
a picture to you; for I tell you that
virtue among men is almost un-
known outside of this Chureh; and,
of course, when men’s virtue® has
fallen -0 low, you can depend upon
it the virtue of the other sex is not
beyond question. The (estimony
that we bear is that the Latter-day
Bafut who indulges in sexual sip
will be damoed.if he do not re-
pent. There has been Do greater
cause of apostacy in this Church
than the want of virtue. You can
predict the future of 1 mao who fs
guilty of siusof this kind, unless he
repents, a8 sure as you 0an predict
that darkness will tollow the setting
of the sun. Glod will havea virtuous
people, and those of you whe are
pot virtuous will go the way that
others huve goue, unless you repent;
you will lose the faith; forthe Spirit
uf God will oot dwell in an unholy
tubernacle, The man or the weman
that is unvirtuous cannot retain the
Spirit of (God. They may be me
bers of the Churoh today, in fGl)
fellowship, unsuspected by their fel.
lows; but if they do not repent,
their wickedness will produce its
fruits nnd the result which God has
paid would attend it. Think of what
the word of God is. Ibtww revela-
tions that He has given to the
Chureh, He has said that *‘he thut
looketh upon a woman to lust after
her, shall deny the faith. . un-
less he repents. *? He that “looketh??
upon a woman, remember—not la
his handa upon bher—tut ‘“he that
jooketh upon a weman to lust after
her, shall deny the faith.”” There-
fore, we must Dot only be pure in
deed, but be pure in thought, inorder
to retain the Spirit of God and to
have it dwell in our tabernacles.
It will mot dwell in those who are
lustful.

Thie is the standard that God has
raised for His people. He wants us
to gome up to this standard—to be
pure us angels are pure. And why
should not we be? If we, are going



