TI—I_E DESERET WEEKIY.

The Republican party adopted the
follow fug résolutlon:

+Gixth—We are opposted (o the dis-
franchisement of any citizan except for
erime of which he shall have been con-
victed by due process of law; and we
javor the free 8Xercise of the pnwer of
ampesty to all citizens disfranchised on
account of polygamy or polygamous re-
la-lons,- who will obey a’r’ld nphold the
lawe of the Uult,ed States.

Here is ineerted the “Liberal anti.
sspornzon?® piatform.]
POW ER OF THR CUMMISSION QUES-
TIONED.

mmission was of the=opinion
Lhztha Sjuer the present Terrltqri_l law
elections for school purposes within the
Territory of Jtah shouid he condust-
ed by officers appointed by it. Butin
May last the corporation of Balt Lake
ordered a0 giectlon upnn the guestion
of issulng gchool bonds. Upon _Lhe
Coipmission uud‘ertaklng to provide
the machinery 1ot such an election,
a sujt was brought againsi it to enjoln
it from in RDY manDer interfering with

ion.
"",%?]:!;?itt wad brought in the Third
Diatrict court of the United Stutes
before Judyge Anderson, who sustain-
ed the views held by the Conmission,
and the election proceeded under its
gupprViSlon' An appeal was taken. to
the Snpreme Court, which by # maejor-
jty reverse the decision of Judge
Anderson. A Dew vlection was order-
ed and wap held by oi_Il'cers chivsen hy
the municipsl authorities. While the
son nd ness of the decision is doubted
by many, the Commission has sub.
mitted to the ruling as one which all
ure bonnd to respect and obey unlesa

gEgereet- REAPPORTIONMENT.
act of Congress of March 3, 1891,
thedeut; was Imposed npon the Utab
Uommission ‘38 8001 As practlicable,
and upon the basie of the census of said
Territory tnkeD inthe vear 1890, to re-
district eaid Territory and apportion
represenmﬂ"eﬂ iI.] the same in such
mannper as (o provide a8 Dear as may
be for an equal representation of the
people except Iodians oot taxed, ac-
cording to numbers and by districts as
pearly compact ad possible {n the
Legislative Assembiy, and to the num-
ber of members of the Council and
House of Representatives thereof, re-
apectively, 88 now established by law, 2
In compliance therewith, the Com.
mission met in Balt Lake City on the
10th day of May, 1891, and arter Jdue
and careful cqnsnderahon,_aud after
publicly inviting suggestions and
plans from all parties and persons in-
terested, reapportioned said Territory
and caased such reapportionment to be
tecorded in the office of the Hecretary
of the Territory se required by the
terma of said act, asset out in the fol.
lowiny circuiar issued to all registra-
tion apd etection officers inthe Terri-

togrm nttle criticifPm has been mmade in
regard to thv apportionment, and the
Commisslon invites comparison be-
tween the apportionment as actualiy
made and the plan submitted to it by
tbe representatives of the People’s
purty, which ie as follows:

[Hers follows the proposed appor-
tivnment offered by R. W. Young and
E. A.8mith.]

The one propnsed would give an

almost solid Mormon Legislature. The
one adopted gives the Gentile popula-
tion ita fair and Just representation.
How it would affect the Democratic
and Republican parties on tbe bypo-
thesis of an honest division ot the peo-
ple on Natignal party lines was not in-
quired into, for the simple reason that
uothing then existed which would fur-
nieh the basisof such an inquiry.
Theorder establishing the Counuil
and Representative districta accom-
panies the report as appendix E.

I'OLYGAMY.

Singe the last report of the Commis.
sion, there has been an importaut
change in the attitude of the Mormon
Chburch towards this jmportant pub-
jeet.

Boon after that report was forwarded,
on the 24th of SBeptember, 1890, there
was given to the publie, through the
¢olumne of the newspapers, the follow-
ing remarkable manifesto:

OFPICIAL DECLARATION.
To Whom it Muy Concern:

Press dispatches baving been sent for
political purposes from Salt Lake City,
which have been widelv published, tothe
effect that the Utab Commission, in their
recent reporc to the Secretary of the In-
teriof, allege that plural marriiges are
atill being wolemnized, and that forty or
more auch marriages have been contract-
ed in Utah since last June or during the
past year; also, that in public discourses
the leaders of the Church bave taught,
encouraged and urged the continuance of
the praciice of polygamy.

I, therefore, as President of tho Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, do
berebry, in the most solemn manner, de-
clare that these charges arc false. We are
Dot teaching polygamy or plural mar-
riage, nor permitting any person to enter
into its praciice, and I deny either that
forty or any other number of plaral mar-
riages have during that period been
solemnized in our temples or inany
other place in the Territory.

One case has becn reported in which
the parties alleged that the marr'nge wAs
performed in the Endowment House, in
Salt Lake City, in the apring of 1889, but
I have nnt heen able to learn who per-
formed the ceremony; whatlever was done
fo this matter was without my knowl-
odge. In consequence of this alleged oc-
currence the Endowment House was.-by
my instructions, tuken down without
delay. .

Inasmuch as laws bave been enacted by
Cobpgress forbidding plurn]l marriages,
which laws have heen pronounced con-
stitutional hy the eourt of last resort. I
hereby declare my intention to submit to
those laws, and to use my influence with
the members of the Church over which I
preside to have them do likewise.

There ia nothing in my teachings to the
Chureh or in those of my associates. dur-
ing the time specified, wiuch can reason-
ably be construad to inculcate or encour-
age polygamy, and wben any Elder of
the Church kas used language which ap-
peared to convey any such teaching, he
has been promptily reproved. AndInow
Euhlicly declare thut my ndvics to the

atter-day Saints is to refrain from con-
tracting any marriage forbidden by the
law of the land.

WIiLFORD WOODRUFF,
President of the Chareh of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints.

At the Geperal Conference of the
Chureh, begun Qctober 4th, 1880, the
manifesto was snbmitted and the fol-
lowing proceedings were bad, in re-
ported by the organ ot the Church:

‘‘Premident George Q. Cannon said:
President Woodruff, as donbtless the
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members of the Conference are aware,
hna felt himself called upon to issué a
manifeito concerning certain things con-
nected with our affairs in this Territory,
and be ia desirous to havethis submitied
to this Conference, to bave their views or
their expressions concerning it,. and
Bishop Whituey will read this docament
now in yoyr hearing.”

After the reading Presldent Lorenzo
Bnow oflered the followlng:

“I move that. recognizing Wlltord
Woodruff as the President of the Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, and
| the only man on the earth at the present
lime who holds the keys of the sealing
ordinances, we consider him fully
aulhorized by virtue of his position to
isgue the manifesto which bas been read
10 our hearing and which is dated Sep-
tember 24th, 1890, and that as a Churchin
| General Covference assembled, we accept
| bis declaration coneerning plural mar-
rh’alges a8 authoritative and binding.*’

he vote to sustain the foregoing mo-
tlon was ananimous.”

It is interesting to note the reasons
given by those in authority for this .
Jdeclaration. It is also icteresting to
note that the reasona were not given
unti] thedeslaration had heen sustain-
ed by the unanimous vole of the Con-
ference.

President of the Counecil Qeorge Q.
Cannpon sald:

t'On the 19th of January, 1841, the Lord
gave Hia servant, Joseph Smith, a revela-
tion, the forty-ninth paragraph of whieh
I will read:

“Verily, vorily, I say unto .you, that
when I give a commandment 10 any¥ ol
the sons of men, todo a work nnto M
name and 1hose sons of men go with all
their might, and with all they have to

arfofm that work, and ceaso not their

iligonce, and their enemies come npon
them, and binder them from performing
that work, hebold it behooveth Me to re-

nire that work no more at the bands of
-hose sona of men, but to accopt of their
offerings.”

~The Lord says other things connected
with this, which I do not think it Deces-
snry to read, but the whole revelation is
profitahle, and can be read by those who
]desire to do so.

“It is oD this basis President Woodrntl
has felt himself juatified in issuing this
manifesto.

| “Sotaras I am concerned, I can BAY
that of the men in this Chugeh who have
endeavored to mainiain tms prineiple of
plural rearriage, I am one. In public
and in private I hbave avowed my belief
imit. T bave defended it everywhers and
under ull cirenmastances, and when it was
necessary suid that I considered the com-
mand wad binding aud imperative upon
me.

“Buta change has taken place, We
bave,in the fAirstplace,endeavored to show
that the law which atfected this faature of
onr religion was unconstitational. We
believed for years that the law ol July 1,
1862, was in direct confliot with the first
amendment to i{he Constitution, which
mays that ‘*‘Congress shall make no Jaw
reapecting an establishment of religion or
prohibiting the free exeriise thereof."
We rested upon that. and for years con-
tinued the practice of plnral marriage,
believiog tho law ngainst it to be an ub- -
consiitutional one, and that we bad the
right, under the Constitutlon, to carry oui
this principle practically in ouar lives.”

President of the Church Wilford
Woodruff aata:

«“Theg Lord has regnired at onr hands
many things which we have not dono,
many things which we were preven.ed
from doing. The Lord refuired ns to




