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THE LAND OF ZION

A LECTURE delivered in loganioan
on the afternoon of

january h 1887

BY ELDER LYMAN OMER littlefield
upon this subject sourour humble ser-

vant will essay to address this intelli-
gent audience this afternoon to the
saints tabeape very term land of zion
suggestsbus first to ane mind the Yplacelace1

nonow inhabited by the church otof jesusesus
aurist ot latter day Saibakitsints the fair
romantic and envied utah with its boltbola
mountain chains and fertile vales
utah with its deep canoncalion gorges crys-
tal streams babbling brooksoro limpid
lakes and brileyeniy inland sea utah
which but for tilethe indomitable mormon
Ppioneers might still have been in-
habited11 cited onlyoaly by predatory indian bands
with ups to occupy the places
where cities stand and temple spires
pierce the eternal vaults suc-
cessfullycess fully reclaimed from the wildness
of ageagelandsand converted into the abode of
civilization by a people envied for
their evident ability for self govern
ment stati where common schools
dispense the primary rudiments of
learning to children and colleges pol
iba the advanced student with a knowl-
edge of the sciences utah the gather-
ing to which the oppressed and
down trodden of the nations can come
from year to year as doves flock to
their windows yet utah with all
her wealth of soil and climate with its
mines ot unknown treasures resting
within tue rocky receptacles of herhei
majestic mountains lhwith its

inhabitants occupies but a veryery
beall portion of what may be dededi
dated the land of zion the prophet
joseph smith announced that thelandthe land
of Ccompcompneyned the entireenone continent
of north and southbouth americaAmei ica with all
of tileme adjacent islands this gives an
almost boundless scope an extensive
flold a broad theatre for thought and
action it occupies a portion of tilethe
globes surface to constitute
a hemisphere its geographical loca-
tion and interestinierest is10 unrivaled its
scenery is unsurpassed in point of ro
mantic beauty by that of switzerland
or the other states of europe broad
riversavei s i un almost across the entire con-
tinent flowing into the
ing ample water transportation for the
products of tilethe old world
far up into the interior to be dis-
tributedtributed among teeming millions it
possesses a magnificent chain of lakes
superior michigan huron eriebrie on-
tario and near the foot of erieene the
falls of niagara thunder the voice of
maddenedmaddeneci waters in a manner that de-
nes

de-
fies the cataracts of the earth to produce
a parallel it is the great drain of these
lakes with all the riverslivers flowing into
them the quantity of water precipe
gatet overever the falls is estimated at one

drori tons ocr hourhouf in
the sublimity and 1grandeur which at-
tach to the ir rush and aeleapal of
mighty waters niagara stands alone
matchmatchlessloss and unrivaled

magnificent forests of valuable tim-
ber interspersed with immense
stretches of rolling prairie lands level
plains and lofty mountains broad
rivers babbling brooks ataandd tiny rivu-
lets grottos and subterranean pas-
sages are among the many natural
attractions which delight the eye otof tilethe
tourist who traverses this broadbroad con-
tinent for profit or pleasure in a few
woiwoidsit is a land wonderful in its geo-
graphical construction and abanabundantant
in the attractiveness of its scenic
beauty in noting its peculiar figure
upon the map it is not strange that the
prophet isaiah while wrapped in
vision beheld from far eastern asia
these continents anciana wrote of theitne
land shadowing with wings whose
lands the rivers have spoilspoilededg the place
of the name of the lord of hostshosesthethe
mount zion the prophet joseph
smith spoke otol it as beingI1 the land
of zion the terms are not contra-
dictorydic tory whether there was or was
not in the economy of the divine
rulerkuler a design in placing the inspira-
tion in the hearts ot the patriot lathersfathers
to give the proud eagle its perch upon
the banners of freedfreedomom that a lesem
blance mimightgh be discerndiscerniblediscernableable in its out-
stretched wings and the foundation of
the north and south american conti-
nent is not for me to say but certainly
the symbolism is peculiar and signify j

cant in this connection it shoshouldu id be
borne in mind that this favored ancient
prophet at the time the vision of this
land was beheld by him stood inasia
east of Eethiopiathiopia and when he called
attention to the land shashadowingdowin witht
wings I1 in order to identify or 9giveive di-
rection

i
to tilethe land he kawwas CAcarefulYe itoto

state that it was beyond the rriversIV ers of
ethiopia 11

A person standing a large map
of these continents will recognize in
their shape the resemblance to out-
stretched wings one dipping into the
atlantic and the other reachingreachie to the
waves of the pacific if this is insuffi-
cient notice upon the map the nice re-
semblance to outstretched wings made
by the lakes of north america hence
when isaiah beheld this land in vision
it is not surprising that he made the
exclamation as if saying ho to the
land or behold the land shadowing
with wings 11 in fact it isia claimed NYby
some who are learned that the first
word of the chapter of isaiah is
mistranslatedmis translated instead of its being

woe it should be ho or behold
for a brief period let the mind now

wander bacrback the ages to the
beginning this of coursecoarse can be
01doado a quickly i by ththee exercise of those

electric powers with which the human
intellect is endowed but we need not
goge as far back as the rebellion in heav-
en when jesus was chosen and lucifer
fell we will not go quite so far as the
time when tilethe six thousand years work
of the earthscart hc creation began but the
mind may ret upon that boyfjoyfulid period
when the labor was finished complete
and accepted by the great and supreme
El the results of the six days
labor was pronounced very good and
tilethe seventh was a day of rest the
heavens and the earth were finished
and all the host of them but there
was no man to dwell upon the lairfair in-
heritance so the lord god created
adam and eve and placed them in the
garden of eden and god blessed
them and god said unto them be
fruitful and multiply and replenish the
earth and subdue it and have domin-
ion over the ash of the seuseb and over
the fowl of the air and over every liv-
ing thing that loveth upon the earth

this primeval period can be contem-
plated with feelings of felicity Aanewnew
world just ffromrom the handsbands of the infi-
nite creator perfect wlphout a blemish
A new earth without a taint upon its
surface A beatific influence of purity
pervaded its landalandscapescapes filled its for-
ests mingled in the melody of the rip-
pling waters slidand permeated the ethereal
element that enveloped theglobe adam
and eve his wife dwelt in the garden
of eden themselves as innocent and
sanctified as shenewthe new world over which
they swayed the first centre of domin-
ion it is saidlaid that they sinned that
they partook of the foi bidden fruit and
entailed death upon themselves and
posterity in this particular no doubt
they broke the commandment against
partaking of the forbidden fruit never-
thelesstheless they were also commanded to
be fruitful and multiply they fell or
stepped down to a mortal state but
ddidld not adam fall that man might be
eve it will be remembered was the
first to partake of the forbidden fruit
in consequence of this adam saw that
they must be forever separated and
hence the commandment given them
to be fruitful and multiply could not
be fulfilled if11 we reason naturally
we will say this condition otof things
must have been unpleasant to himbim
I1 am aware that important principles
are involved here and a person un-
skilled in the mysteriesQs olet godliness
as is your humble speaker hadbad better
not row his boat too tarfar out into the
deep waters hence upon this point
I1 will not give anything to be the doc-
trines of the latter dayclay saints but
it is repugnant to my feelings to impute
improper and unholy desires

ancestors I1 would rather
onen my own responsibility say it bet-
ter compertscomportscom ports with the prestige and
dignity of that illustrious pair that they
had much knowknowledgelidge as to the purposes
and objects of the earths creation and
tha thinthan those purposes shouldshoud
bibe rendered void and aney be forever
separated adam would prefer to take
upon himself and posterity the effects
of the fall knowing that the messiah
would come in the meridean of time
andana give ms me as a meui i

tate loror the transgression bring to
pass a resurrection from the dead and
restore adam and all his obobedient pos-
terity to that state of perfectlyperfect loioa that
existed before the fall at all events
does not this view impart to adam a
character more dignifieddie niHed and noble
than to charge as many do that pas-
sion tempted him from the path of vir-
tue Is it not a pleasingpleasine anticipation
that the great and glorious future will
fully vindicate characters so exalted
as were those who held the first do-
minion at the earths primeval excel-
lence

the earth also fell from this state
of original perfection the sin of cain
fixed upon it the first stain of human
blood then bloodshed followed
bloodshed sin followed sin and when
the posterity of adam hadbad extended
to tilethe days of noah their abomi-
nations and crimes assumed such
proportions that the ruler of
the universe brought the flood
and swept them all from the
earth except noaknoah and those saved
with him in the ark numbering only
eight souls Itisit is unnecessary heretohere to
dwell upon this flood which deluged
the entire globe and destroyed all hu-
man and animal life except what was
preserved in the ark

the land where adam dwelt can be
easily located by the latter day saints
byB referring to pages 4 15 36 17 bookol01of doctrine and covenants we find
that adam ondi ahman the place
where adam shall come to visit his
people or the ancient otof days shall
sit banteldaniel 7 9 14 is a place called
spring hill davis county missouri
there are the mountains of adam
ondiaadi ahman the plains of
Shi nebah or the land where adam
dwelt there adam built an altertaltar
offered sacrifice and blessed his pos

nashas
the privilege of passing over the loca-
tion just named are my hearers able
to declare where the garden of eden
was planted is there a more natural
location for this than the american
continent and what we understand to
be the centre stake of zion

after forty days and forty nights as
we understand the waters of this ter-
rible flood began to subside and the
ark of noah was safely landed upon
terra firma the place of its landing
is thus spoken of by philip smith B
A in his work entitled I1 the ancient
history of the east page 19

nearly alk interpreters of scripture
place the cradle of the
race in the nighhighlandslands of asia and
while some contend for the alpine
plateau of little the below
ofifft asaa the fearon and boeras otof in

disdia and persian traditions the moremoie
general opinion asteres to the moun-
tains of armenia if11 thetee former is the
more natural centre for the aryan
race which took possession of iran
and northern india the latter which
prevalent tradition identifies with
ararat seems the appropriate start-
ing place for the peoples of europe
western asia and north africa ll11

it is not smelly essential to our
present purpose to locate the precise
place of the landing of the ark or de-
tail the many interesting incidents
connected with that event the above
quotation fixes that spot nearbear enough
however as ararat is probably the
highest mountain existing in that vast
region it is reasonable to suppose that
the agency of those on board the ark
would be employed to guide it thither
as tilethe first point of earth to be seen
protruding from the watery element
wherever the locality was the place
swarmed with interesting events that
must have enarengrossedossed the attention of
noah and hishim companions the posi-
tiontion he occupied relative to the earth
and its future fistori though notdot in
every respect the same waxwas similar to
that of adam at the beginning adam
it will be borne in the
talllall a pure beine while noah was un-
der the effects of the fall noah in
merited death as the result of that
original transgression the earth
was by the flood swept of its inhabi-
tants gitil tilethe exception of the few
preserved in the ark which had per-
haps conveyed them thousands of
miles from taeia original homes who
can identify the place where the ark
was uplifted from the earth and borne
away upon the broad bosom of the
waters witswas it upon one 0ofJ thelastthe east-
ern or western continents I1 have
beard that the great modern prophet
joseph smith did point out the place

the earth since the days of adam
hadbad been stained with the blood ol01
murder and was notdot pure and spotless
as when it bloomed with pristine fresh-
ness and verdure tilethe marks of sin
and transgression were upon itsito face
but it had been baptized in the flood
it had received a promise of purifica-
tion by fire and that its ultimate des-
tiny was to be redeemed from its fallen
conditioncon obtain a resurrection and
revolve in an orbit nearer the celestial
throne were jehovah rules over the
myriads of worlds which
revolve through the immensity of
space

the millions of the earths inhabi-
tants had dwindled to eight souls and
the beasts of the field the birds and
fowls of the air that swarmed through
theme many years from tilethe beginning to
the deluge were extinct save the few
which accompanied that favored patri-
arch in that singular transit over the
face of the waters the human race
and all the creations that had breathed
the breath of litelife were near-
ly extinct yet a remnant was
spared withith watch again to re-
plenish the earth and this time thishis
little germ was planted lain the eastern
partscarts of asia the race ot man became
prolific and in process of time spread
out over europe western asia and
north africa all those countries be-
came filled with teeming thousands
the march of emigration westward
from the initial point where the ark
rested was only checked by the broad
atlantic all knowledge of chewonthe won-
derful continent that lay beyond to-
wards tlethe setting sun had passed fromrom
the memory of man bat the great
Elelvheimobelin bad madeimade promises concern-
ing ththatatlandland which in due time he
would take steps to fulfilfulfill

let us now tarn our thouthoughtsavatts to
jerusalem to the time when that city
was by
and2nd kings chapter A great
and hoodgood man dwelt there he was a
prophet of the lord andaad labored with
allail hisbis might to turn the people of that
city from their wickedness because
of hisbis diligence in pointing out their
transgressions and warning themhem of
judgments itif they did not repent the

sought his life and the lordbord
commanded him to take bishis family
consisting of his wife and lourfour sons
lawanlaman lemuel sam and nephi and
flee into the wilderness this hebe did
and the time of his exit was years
beabeforeore christ

we navehalve now reau aeu a moat buu
resting and important of his-
tory time bhowever will not allow
usils to amplify I1upon it to become ac-
quaintedquain ted with ttethe exodus and travels
of lehi and his family from and after
the time of their starting following
them in their travels through the wil-
derness until they finally pitched their
tents upon the seashore and con-
structedted a ship you will of necessity
have recourse to the book of mormon
president george Q cannon also gives
a succinct account of this in hisbis very
able and interesting book entitled viethe
life ol01 nephi neither have we time
to relate thehe interesting account of0 the
voyage across the sea but let us with
the eye df faith view them after those
dangers were passed and they landed
upon the shores of the land of promise
and began to spread abroad and multimulti-
ply it is important to quote here
however what the prophet joseph
smith said as to the travels of lehi
while crossing the ocean and the
place of landing as furnished by
president cannon in a foot note on
page 68 of his book already alluded to

1 theyhey traveled nearly a south south
east direction until they came to the

degree of north latitude then
nearly east to the sea of arabia then
sailed in a southeast direction and
landed on the continent of south
america lain chill 3080 degrees southsorth lati-
tude

from this we ayeare able to fix the
initial point or place of starting toyfor

lebis small colony they were lain a
portion of the earth

so aar as climate health and soil are
concerned their first steps were
wisely taken agriculture claimed their
early attention they put into the
grougroundad the seeds they had broubroughtglit with
them from jerusalem which produced
auan abundance for their support

in exploring tilethe wilderness
they found animals of every

kind the cow the ox the ass and the
horse the goatgoal and theibe wild goat and
all manner of wild animals which were
for the use of suanman they also found
ores oi01 all kinds 1particularly gold
silver and copper thehe anlinanimalsalsO they
tamed for their use and nevia and litehis
people raised large flocks and herds of
every kind short-
ly after their arrival lehi in
formed hisbis people that he hadbad
learned through a vision from the
lord that jerusalem bad been de-
stroyst royedud and he saidbaid hadbad they remainedA
thethereretheythey also would have perished
he drew the attention of hisbis children
to the goodness of the lord in warning
them tp flee out otof jerusalem and in
preserving them until they had reached
this choice land which the lord had
covenanted shoulds be lor the inherit
ance of his seed for ever and also lo10toyof
all thosethese whoiwho should be led 0ourr of

cowcountriesatries by the hand of the
lord to those brought outoat of other
countries this should be a land of lib-
erty so long as they should serve god
according to the commandments which
he has given but if iniquity should
abound the land should bu cursed for
their sakes he told tm that this
land would be kept from the knowl-
edge of other nations for the reason
that if they discovered it they would
overrun it and there would be no place
torfor an inheritance lilelife of nephi
ppap 09 and 75

time will not allow us to dwell elab-
oratelybrately upon the history of that
mighty nation which grew up
upon this hemisphereof which the
little colony ffromrom jerusalem was the
germ they multiplied rapidly were
industrious and grew rich tiethe lord
blessed and prospered them as long as

chey hearkened to those prophetsProphetsandand
inspired leaders whom he raised up in
their midst they became a nation
educated and enlightened possessing
the requisite qualifications for self
government they turned their atten-
tion extensively to agriculture built
cities acquired a knowledge of the
arts and sciences built sanctuariesactuariessa in
which to worship the living godgad and
even erected a magnificent templetempie to
thothe lord similar to solomons temple
butabut not so costly they had a dispen-
sation of the gospel and organized a
church like unto the one in the days of
thetee savior they even hadabada visit
the savior soon after his crucifixion
who taught them many precious prin-
ciples and made promises to the
twelve apostles that at least three of
their number should be changed and
thesbethus be enabled to tarry upon the earth
until he should come in his glory to
reign upon aaa
aad lord of lords there are these
living contemporaneous with usas who
have beheld and conversed with these
favored members of the quorum of the

twelve apostles
the natiennation from the time of

its rise to the period of decadence oc 41

aupied aalittlittlelelessless than ten hundred
years they filled up the countries
now known as chili ecuador peruaru
etc which was a very choice region
withwita fertile soil healthful climate and
inmanyin many parts producing an abundance
of tropical fruits butbui ininthethe thirty
and seventh year of the reign of the
judges they began to build large
ships which they launched into the
west sea by the narrow neck which led
into the laid northward this
doubtless took place at the isthmus of
darien or panama by means of these
ships an account of which is given in
the last chapter of the book ot almsalma
many thousands emigrated from the
south american to the north ameri-
can continent here also they spread
abroad tilled the land and prospered
as long as they kept the commandments
of god and hearkened to their Fcoph
ets but in the process of time
they became opulent and were lifted
upp in the pride otof their hearts treyracy
forgota godgoa and the abundance of his
tender mercies they delighted iam all
kinds of abominations cliencehence tilethe lordord
withdrewdrew from them his spirit and suf-
fered them to be divided up into war-
like bands andto wage fierce and floody
wars against each other even that
women and children were slaughtered
inila the thirst for blood and vengvengeanceednee
year after year and month after month
their warlike resources and numbers
of their armies were depleted many
of their generals forgot god and de-
pended alone for success upon their
skill in the arts of warvar the people
fell from the high civilization to
they were elevated during thosethese years
when they walked humbly together as
brethren and kept the commandments
of the lord from the circles of re-
finement and domestic felicity they
sunksank into conditions worse than that
of barbarism and indulged in practices
the most and revolting
god would not suffer that they 1

should
longer pollute the blessed land which
he had promised to the descendants of
abraham isaac and jacob for an ever-
lasting inheritance

the bloody contest finally culminated
at cumorahiumorah thither all the armies
and people of the Nep hites andandlemanlaman
ites had gathered and for days did they
war valiantly to exterminate and revel
in each others blood there upon
that ensanguined heldfield the glory of a
people once favored of the almighty
a people once elevated to the prouiproudestjes t

of civil and liberty 1

became extinct and the Lama nitea
alone were left to possess the lanu allAIL
yes adlofall of uetie descendants of that littlelitile
colony whickwhich was ledlea from
by the illustrious leal mechi had
fallen in the internecine goue tuto
thetae world of spispirits except the buth
ffulul and favoredtavoi ed moroni who was spared
to hide up tile sacred records on platen
of gold to comecomb torta and be

iniii due time by that great and
mighty prophet jusephjoseph smith

the people reinsertrefused to10 hear
teuatil to wecue warning of the
prophets but continued lofco prapracticeelice

and would not be re
strained tile persuasions of the just
men among tham were dieredisregardedcarded
andaad tilethe helhelplessp le so anandd infirmlunam theane aged
who tottered near the brink orol the
gravegiace jibehe matron and tilethe fair maiden
tae widow and the orphan all to an
extent unparalleled in tiletae experience
ot01 any people whose history is in our

were made to dribb from
tilethe cup of want suffering oppression
and abuse all except a amail
ty had promptingsol the3 6 ilkic thrown off heirtheirt alleeallegiancemace
to ttae ang of glory and enlisted un-
der tuethe iya ner of the prince of dark-
ness whose is to deceia to
lead theth unsuspecting into forbidden
paths destroy toe church of christ
break lapup the rule otof the just and
abridge the dominion atthe righteous

their rulrulerserst atio should have
been beBel actors and cheriachericherishedsneded

i their
weak and dependent subjects becbecauseause
of the abundance of temporal blessingsblessing
became oppressors and tyrants andana
the weak and helpless were ground in-
to the dust betebeneathaLli the mercimercilesslegs heel
of despotism want hunger starva-
tion and stourgiDge aued their abodes
the voice of melodya aich once chant-
ed to iod and the lamb
was hushed in the waitswails of misery antiand

prayer and praise no longer
ascended aft sweet incense into the ears
of Jjehovahello butsbut debauched profanity
desecrated those delightful regions
which omnipotence hadbad premised to
become the inheritance af the righte-
ous tilethe blessings of the bluebills indaad fat
valleys of the aSUB and the moon the
abundant products of the
rich soil the treasures of
tae everlasting mountains showered
upon them fabulous stores of wealth
which they consumed upon their lusts
and continued transgressions eventu-
ated their fall1411 and precipitated treanthe an-
nihilationlation of their race and nationality
inid their fate we can see the perfect
abilityjabi lity of the almighty to build up na-
tions and cast thernthem down at his
pleasure rebecancan cause their liihistorystory
to dazzle in the lustre ol01 refinerneut
and science andeeand he can permit them
to topple down from the heights of re-
nown and by acts of their own voli-
tion plungelunge themselves into extinction
this land beatbe it remembered he con

to liberty and noble deeds
man madeflagel kings will not prosper here
but king emanuel shall yet send forth
the law iromfrom zifton and the word of the
lord from j JL ne ui
freedom will wave over the land and
unfold frem mountain tops
and the oppressor will not prevail in
bs ambition to build up despotismsdespotisms
there will bebb none totd molest nor make
afraid in all the holy mountain and
eternal will be the peace ofef those who
trust in the lord and watch for his ap

great blessings await the land of
dign and the chosen seed who will
hereafter inherit it which
the prophet ether inraakelikes some glorious
predictions let us quote ak portion of
ats words us recorded by in the
6athth chapter of the book of ether

and nnoww to finish
raymy recorecordrd coconcerningticer ning the destructiondestructiou
of the of whom I1 have been
writingag forfer behold they rejected all
the words of ether for hebe truly told
them of altall things from the begiabeginningning
otof man and that after the waters haabad
recededfrom off the face of thisabis land
it became a choice land above all other
lands a chosen land of the lord
wherefore the lord would have that
allail men should serve him who dwelt
upon the face thereof and that it was
the place of the new jerusalem which
should come down out of heaven and
the holy of01 theme loru
hold ether saw tilethe days 0off christanaChri stand
he spoke concerning a new jerusalem
upon this land
whereupon the lord brought a remreca
haiat of the seed of joseph out ofbf the
land of jerljerusalemadalem that he might be
merciful unto the seed of joseph that
they should perish not even as he was
merciful unto the father of joseph
that he should perish not wherefore
the remnant of the housebouse of joseph
shall berebuiltbuilt upon this land and it
shall be a iliad of their inheritance
and they shall build a holy city untoavethe lord like unto the jerusalem of
oldoia andana theyiney shall no more oe con-
founded until the end come when the
eartheartb shall pass away and there shall
be a new heaven andairdo a new earth and
they shall be like unto the old save the
old have passed away and all things
have become new

it is proper here to state that jared
and bisats company lefleftt the eastern cont-
inent anterior to the time that lehi left
jerusalem at the time the lord cdocon-
founded the languages at the tower of
babel they came here by the direc-
tion aft the almighty upon this land
their growth prosperity eulenlighten-
ment halahten

and final overthrow had been
strikingly similar to that of the
Nep hites this colony odtheol01 the jared
itesitei landed upon the shores ofbf norto
AriiAiAerica and upon this continent they
principally built their cities and be-
came u powerful kaandid an enlightened
notionnation butbat like the ish na-
tion whichch succeeded them inuthellthe to
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