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ev was only little tommy evans who ex-

tended to him a small brown envelopeenve loeits our nickel sunday next week
and I1 thought want an envel-
ope said tommy

yes of course never forget me
tommy all right my boy

after tommy had gone grube ex
the envelope carefully then it

suddenly occurred to him that he was
being imposed upon it had only been
a few weeks ago that he had received
his envelope for nickel sunday and he
remembered plainly that he had put
in a dime instead of the usual nickel
now here it was again was the little
rogue imposing upon his generosity 9

that was the usual way people are
never satisfiednow tommy was just passing down
the street again and grube hailed him
the boy came perhaps wonderingwandering how
prompt grube was this time

what does this mean tommytommyd
ditont I1 get an envelope some time
ago

0 1I forgot to explain answered the
boy you seeaft this toIs our own nickel
sunday all the money goes to our
school it Is to help pay for the ex

of the holiday doings read
what Is printed on itso grube read contribution of
blank to fourth ward sunday school
nickel sunday dec 12 1897 amount
blank hand to teacher next sunday

ah he understood now another
method to extort money to pay ex
gensee for christmas doings indeed
why should there be more expenses
during christmas than during any other
time it waswaft a precedent to be checked
otteone mckel sunday was enough grube
handed the envelope back to tommy
efio felt of it in vain as he went down
the street to see what had wenw en put
inside the envelope was empty

and now grube lighted the lamp dreW
the blind closer to the sill stirred the
fire and took up his paper the kettle
steamed and grube proceededdea to make
some wonderful mixture with water
sugar and the contents of the bottle
in puausticestice to grube it must be said
that he was not often in the habit of
compounding such potions it was
only on occasions when he felt down-
hearted

but this evening grube was more
than ever sad so the mixture went on
inIB proportion he had settled down to
a good doze when there came another
knock on the door endand not waiting
fwfr invitation two ladies came in
stamping the snow from their feet and
shaking it from their shawls they
sett cdown two large baskets near the
WOTir the tormstorm seemed to follow them
ta and the man shivered

oa evening brother grube wdsaid
ft lientry voice which he knew belonged
tei ellen hansen we want your help

evening wewe have a long evenings
workpork before us and we would like your

0

grubeb 1could never refuse ellen han
aleteL iff there ever camcain a time whenkeae would feel the need of a wife ellen
avwas the womenwoman he would askash at least
1faha toIs what he had thought to him
isas11 and now he instantly put on hishie
0coettj and prepared to follow wherewhereverge
aftor might lead he wondered at him-
self for being so alert euenellen also no
doubt wondered

you seeoft said ellen we are a corncom 1

appointed by santa claus to
visit some people whom he will hardly
have time to reach our goods axeabelnin
the baskets and they are heavy we
wantvat a strong man to help us

anAB they went out grube even forgot
to lock the door he felt a strong in-
clinationclination to run away but the baskets
were heavy really too heavy for two
weak women but he did not like the

of playing the role they had
marked out for him ellen ought to
navmaw more sense he did think that she

not inclined towas a practical person

play such pranks A doubt came into
gaubes mind whether or not ellen
would make a good wife

I1 the wind now began to raise and
the snow blew into their faces as the
three walked along down the street
it was a blessing that so few people
were out thought he what would
they think should they see him trudg-
ing between two women a big heavy
basket in each hand

after a ten minutes walk they
stopped before a low adobe house

well go in here first said ellen
they set one basket down outside the

door and walked in without knocking
A man with his wife sat by a small

cook stove in which was a very little
fire as the room was quite cold they
seemed not surprised when ellen
brought out a number of parcels and
went quietly to three stockings hang-
ing over the backs of chairs by the stove
and placed something in each

outside ellen explained that she had
to tell them of their contemplated visit
that the children might be gotten off
to bed

it seems to me that they were not
very thankful growled grube

1I believe they were too cold to
move amanswered ellen they ought
to have some coal

on entering the next house they
wre greeted a strong odor of
sagebrushsage brush it was an extremely poor
place the shabbiestshab biest of furniture bare
floor and smoky walls the smell of
the sagebrushsage brush came with peculiar
force to grube as it brought him back
to his own childhood when their only
firewood was this odorous brush evi-
dently here their visit was a surprise
the mother was busy with a pile of
clothes a girl was darning stockings
and a big boy was reading a book by
the lamp

where are the children asked
ellen

0 to bed long ago said the
mother

where are their stockings
stockings 0 yes jane is darning

them
well lets hang them up

hold a package wont they we
time to waitthey dont expect anything ex-

plained the mother its been five
years since santa claus visited our
house and

well never mind good night
good night and god bless you

grube began to feel better the cold
did not feel so intense and he felt it
was less of a shame to play such an
innocent game ellen certacertainlyAnly was a
good girl whatever she might lack in
business ability

grube began to be interested too
perhaps it waswaft the smell of the sage
brush he had always known it to be
a good healthful smell

the first basket was not yet empty
when they entered a house where
everything was dark but ellen turned
the door knob without knocking and
they all stole quietly in there was
glow enough from the fire to seeaee a
row of small stockings hanging by a
string from chair to chair in a bed
in one corner three little heads
be seen some of the stockings were
bulging and grube remarked that
santa had been ahead of them
ellen took up one and emptied its con-
tents into his hand all it contained
were some pieces of wood and coal

rube has played a trick on the ittle
ones said ellen

the sagebrushsage brush smell was still with
grube and in close association with it
was an incident in hlahis childhood just
such a trick had been played on him
and he remembered how broken
hearted he had been when that christ-
mas morning so long ago he had gotten
up and found his stocking full ofbf sticks
and stones the decline of stock the I1I1

losing of a thousand dollars surely was

no harder than the disappointed palapain
I1 of a childput in two packages whispered
grube ellen looked at him curiously
and then did so

we they got nearly to the bottom
of the secondsecand basket they called at
a house where lived a family of emi-
grants ellen tried to talk danish but
it had become so americanized that
it was some time beabeforeore the good peo-
ple could make out that she wished
to put something in the childrens
stockings ellen hung the filled stock-
ings before the stove then the mo-
ther comprehended its meaning and
shook them all by the hand the
grateful father followed with morlmore
hand ng and bowing of head
until grube startled his companions
by laughing heartily

it was now getting late and the bas-
ket empty but grube wanted to go totd
the nefnearest store for more supplies
he khew of a great many more who
ought to be aisted he said but ellen
shook her head it was getting late
and they would have to stop with
one more call

brother evans has been out of work
so long explained ellen we must
give the children something it washwaa
not until they were outside that
grube thought of tommy but tommy
was in bed and asleep long ago so
grube searchedched in his pocket torfor a
nickel but found nothing smaller than
a quarter which he wrapped in 6

paper on which he wrote
and dropped it into the stocking

the music floated out from the meet-
ing house as the three passed and
grube proposed that they all go in to
the dance ellen again refused it waswa
getting lateyes it was late and dark too
when grube was alone again the night
seemed to close in upon him and themthe
usual familiar streets became a mazemase
to him why had the city discontinued
the electric light to save yes and
people might be murdered and no one
see it how cold it was how the
snow came down in fierce gusts of
wind grube was surely lost and he
might perish in the storm his brain
seemed to be in a whirl when bump
gaubes head received a terrible knock
on the table by which he was sitting
he awoke with ELa start Ilieilie door had
been blown open by the wind and a
drift of snow lay faxfar into the room
while he hadbad been dreaming in hisshis
chair the fire had burned out and
grube was chilled thtrough with a
painful effort he went to bed

sister white wife of bishop white
of the second ward was visiting sister
brown wife of the first wards bishop
when the latter came in

how is grube today asked slatersister
brown

0 brother gruvegrube Is better he6 Isi
sitting up

1I know he was sick said
sister white what Is the matter

A severe cold said the bishop he
called me in to administer to him and
afterwards he handed me this which
he had already written out

A check for ten dollars exclaimed
sister brown

yes for fast donation said the
bishop

why bishop white got the same
thing this morning exclaimed the vis-
itor

sissisterter white had business with sla-
ter

sis-
ter green wife of bishop green of the
third ward that atterafternoonnoon and she
asked sister brown to go with herbher
which she did ahaa the talk was on
preparing for christmas sister green
said that they were greatly helped toyby
the donation of old man grube 11 who
had given ten dollars to the poor of
the ward

right in the midst of the astonish-
ment bishop black of the fourth


