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insinuations in mr let-ter that cannot properly bepassed by without notice so
far as concerns the figures given
by him as to the membership of thejosephites in the society islands thenews raises no question but in re-
lation to the deceiving the nativesproposition by which mr wight
adroitly seeks to make it appear that
the news correspondent made an
implied misstatement we most em-
phatically dissent the deceiving the
natives referred to by our society is-
lands correspondent is the claim of jo-
sephitessephites that they are elders of the
church of jesus christ of latter day
saints the church whose first prophet
and president in this dispensation was
joseph smith who was martyredmartyred in
1844 which church was organized by
command of the lord and never has
been disorganized but remains intact
and is now presided over by president
wilford woodruff whereas the jose-
phites referred to are not elders of
that church but by the very name
of their society are shown to belong
to a reorganized association which
is not and cannot be the successor of
the church which has no successor
but continues in existence fully organ-
ized As to the alleged favorable
decision of the courts the one judge

the decision referred to ina suit torfor property was overruled by
a higher court on a vital point so that
the josephite suit failed but no mat-
ter which way 9a district or state court
should havebave given its opinion it is
the fundamental law in this country
and the principle of right that a
church itself toIs the exclusive adjudi-
cator as to who are and who are not
its officers and members and all
those who claim membership in the
church of jesus christ of latter day
saints or who assert title to any part
of tace name or calling that belongs to
such membership without having the
right thereto oonconfirmedfirmed by the author-
ity that Is in the church are pretend-
ers or deceiversdecelvers upon this point
mr wight may well consider the
statement of the truth which his cun-
ning assertion invited and has elicited

fish INDIANS

A writer inin tirethe popular science
nes for october reports the singular
fact that the apache indians who
arofarff nothot corsiconsidereddered particularly
dainty in their diet being occasional-
ly known to make a gladsome feast
off the carcass of a horse or cow that
has been dead for several days are
still so utterly averse to fish that they
will starstarveak before eating it he ob-
serves that thothe tribe seem to have
within them a linlingeringgoring spark from
some nobler and higher past covili

the inference being that they
had for an ancestry some cultured
dominant race long since blotted out
and that many of them indeed thegreatT rt majority have typical clear cut
profiles with high foreheads prominent
noss andalid firns laws features thatnevornever originate in a degraded people

these facts led him more closely into
an inquiry as to the reason torfor thesingular antipathy which the wholerace manifest toward the finny tribean array officer was the first to testi-fy that no apache will eat fish but
he could assign no cause it appearsappear
that the mohave and yuma indiansindian
who dwellawell on the Cccoloradolorado river sub-
sist entirelynt irely on flahfish and vegetables
ardand kill no deer while at one point
where a number of apaches were
found living sideclde by side withith the
mohaveMohavess the ftformeramer could never be
11persuaded to taste fish though the
latter subsisted on a fish diet almost
exclusively

Conversconversationatlon with a number of in

deans failed to reveal the cause of the
peculiar difference in custom some
said no goc d all same water the
latter probably hinting at tasteless-
ness while all gave a shrug of dis-
gust wbwheneverenever the subject was men-
tioned finally our traveler found an
indian who was ablyable and willing to
give the true reasonreamon or at least the
traditional one among his people we
quote

he was a handsome grey headed
man tall stout and well knit he in-
formed me that he had served the
government as scout for three years
and that he had a fourteen year old
boy at the indian school at san car-
los who was learning everything
all same white man he himselfhimself

spoke english quite well in answer
to my question he told me that a long
time before his first grandfather was
born there came five or six years
when apaches could not get enough to
eat deer and antelope were very
scarce because there were too many
to hunt them the wise men said
we must make a big war and kill
many people so that the other can
live but first came a big powwow
all the mountain indians went on a
visit to the river indians and had a
big talk then they made a big
swear the mountain indians agreed
not to eat any fish and the river in-
dians agreed to eat no deer so after
that everyone had enough

this explanation Is said to be com-
monly accepted by the indians them
selvesnelvest though it does not look a veveryra
plausible one our authority con-
cludes with the suggestion that theremust have been in the distant and
long forgotten past of this tribe some
event or experience of a most start-
ling character something more im-
pressive than a mere verbal agree-
ment to have stamped this custom so
indelibly into their nature since the
apache has a rather unique reputa-
tion torfor not abiding by other agree-
ments or promises it is almost incon-
ceivablecei vable that merely on account of a
promise made by his forefathers he
should continue to refrain from the
favorite food of his neighbors the
suggestion is ventured that this Is an
ethnological fact that may lead to the
discovery of the source whence this
tribe differing as it does from every
other on the conticontinent derived its ori-
gin cannot some of our own indian
missionaries or interpreters of whom
there are no doubt many well ac-
quaintedquain ted with apache customs and
traditions adduce further evidence
or inferences on the matter

THE WESTERN DESERTS

even since the mormon pioneers en-
tered these valleys the deserts west
and south of the great salt lake have
attracted the attention not only of
residents here but of travelers who
have looked with wonderment on the
vast stretches of gently undulating
land spreading out before them only
one thing tois lacking to transform these
regions into an immensely productive
area and that one thing is water
cedar valley which is almost the
same size as the metropolis of eng-
land contains only from to per-
sons while the city alluded to has a
population of nearly ofcourse that city is the great market of
the worlds commerce and for purposes
of comcomparisonpaxison may not be properly
mentioned further in this connection
but itif an effort could be made to se-
cure artesian water in cedar valley of
which there must be a large supply
as it springs from the ground near the
old camp of johnstons army and
this were conveyed in pipes and dis-
tributedtributed in that way being conducted

to orchards by sub irrigation metmethodshodo
the valley could be made to produce
an immense amount of sustenance for
both man and beast while mercur
and other mining towns would afford
a ready market for any surplus Asample of what could be done is found
in the waterworkswaterworks system from ophir
to mercur and sunshine which hasits water supply brought to it from thefirst named place through pipes run-ning over mountains and through
ravines and furnishing an abundance
of water for many hundred people
and this through a tourfour inch pipe
while a two inch pipe supplies sun-
shine

if this can be done in one valley itcan be done in another and thus in-
stead of families having to go hun-
dreds of miles north or south to findabiding places they could populate
the land nearer home will not domnone make the move once the thing
is started other communities winwillreadily follow suit

THE GENERAL conference
the sixty eighth semiannualsemi annual confer-

ence of the church held this week has
been a time of pleasure and refresh-
ing to the saints who had the privileges
of attending and will be fruitful ana
all other general conferences have
been of good to the saints every i

where the instructions given by the
church authorities have been of apractical character and attended by
that popowerer which is aassociatedssoceated only
with the inspiration of the spirit
god those who participated inconference and partook of its hpiahl recognize the necessity at
time of the saints making a- prapr
cal application of the counsels gawn
them in order to perform their dutyduter
in the plan of salvation themembers of the church who reside 13te d
distant parts and whose circum 11t
stances did not permit them to bai1
present at the meetings will have op jy
portunity to learn from the detailedreport of the conference proeproceed al31

ings which will be published 1

pamphlet form for general cirell as
tion what transpired there and wulaul T
realize the advisability of
prompt and close observance to umthe as
counsels given them through the sereer

of the lord
A special event connected with the

business of this conference was the
filling of vacancies in two of the gengeb 1

c
eral quorums of church authorities
the council of apostles and the firstcouncil of the seventies the selea ti

tion of elders M F cowley and A 00 F

woodruff for the vacancies existing binlla
the quorum of the twelve apostlesapostle
and of elder J W mcmurrinln as one
of the first seven presidents of
seventies have been made by divineauthority in the revelation of the 5

will of the lord to his church and anaa
such the brethren chosen will receive
the unwavering support of the latterday saints by their faith and conn z
dence in the high and responsible R
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calling placed upon them each of the tafv
brethren has shown by his humility y
energy and faithfulness both at home ly C
and abroad his devotion to the workof the lord and in the broadened andmore responsible callings in that worknow made upon them they may be ex
pecked to continue to display the noble
characteristics which have marked
their lives in the past and do amighty work in forwarding the pur-poses of the lord and laboring ta
establish his kingdom

to all that has been done by th
Conconferenceforence every true LaAte iday a
saint can respond withith a hheaamen and with praisepraise to 36beho
for his presence and power ththat
attended his servants and people
now that again the voice of the


