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inginuations in Mr. Wight's let-
ter that cannot properly be
pasged by without notice. So
far as concerns the figures given

by him as to the membership of the
Josephites in the Society islands, the
“News" raiges no guestion. But in re-
lation to the '"deceiving- the natlves™
proposition, by which Mr. Wight
adrojtly seeks to make it appear that
the "News" correspondent made an
implied misstatement, we most em-
Phatically dissent. The "“decciving the
natives” referred to by our Society Is-
lands correspondent is the claim of Jo-
sephites that they are Elders of the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Baints—theChurch whose first Prophet
and President in this dispensation was
Joseph Smith, who was martyred In
1844, which Church was organized by
command of the Lord and never has
been disorganized, but remains intact
and i® now presided over by President
Wilford Woodruff; whereas the Jose-
phites referred to are not Elders of
that Church, but by the very name
of thelr society are shown to belong
to & “Reorganized” assoctation which
is not and cannot be the successor of
the Church which has no successor,
but continues in existence fuily organ-
fzed. As to the alleged ‘‘favorable
decision” of the courts, the one judge
who gave the decisfon referred to, in
a suit for property, was overruled by
A4 higher court on a vital point, 50 that
the Josephite suit failed. But no mat-
fer which way & district or state court
should have glven its obpinion, it is
the fundamental Inw in this country,
and the principle of right, that a
church itgelf iz the exclusive adjudi-
cator as to who are and who are not
its officers and members. And all
those who claim membership in the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Balnts, or who assert title to any part
of the name or calllng that belongs to
such memhership, without having the
right thereto conflrmed by the author-
ity that {8 in the Church, are pretend-
ers or deceivers. Upon this point
Mr, Wight may well consider the
statement of the truth which his cun-
ning assertion Invited and has elleited,

FISH-HATING INDIANS,

A writer in the Popular Sclence
News for Oclober reports the singular
fact that the Apache Indlans, who
are not corsidered particularly
dainty in their diet, belng occasjonal-
ly known t¢ make a gladsome feast
oft the carcass of a horse or cow that
haf been dend for several days, are
still so utterly averse to fish that they
will starve Dhefore eating it. He ob-
gerves that the tribhe seem to have
within them a llngering spark from
some nobler and higher past clvill-
zntinn, the Inference being that they
had for an ancestrv some cultured,
dominant race long sfince blotted out;
and that many of them—indeed the
great malority—have typical clearicut
profiles with hish foreheads, prominent
naseg and  firny Jaws— features that
hever originate in n degraded people.

These facls led him more closely Into
an incquiry as to the reason for the
gingular antipathy which the whole
rdce manifest toward the finny tribe.
An army oflicer was the first to testl-
fy that nn Apache will eat fish, but
he ecnuld nseign un cause. It appears
thnt the Mohave and Yuma Indians
who dwell on the Cclorado river gub-
slat  entirely on fleh and vegetables
ard kill no deer. while at one point
wher? a number of Apaches were
found living #ide by side with the
" Mohaves, the former could never be
rersuaded to taste flsh, though the
latter Fubmsizted ¢n o fish diet almost
oxclusively.

Corversation with n number of In-

dlans falled to revenl the cause of the
pecullar difference ip custom. Some
sajd "no gocd,” all same water,”’ the
latter probably hinting at tasteless-
ness, while all pgave a shrug of dis-
gust whenever the subject was men-
tioned. Finally our traveler found an
Indian who was abl: and wliling to
glve the truc reason. or at least the
iraditional one among his people. We
quite:

"He was a handsome, grey-headed
man, tall, stout and well knit. He in-
formed me that he had served the
government as scout for three years,
and that he had a fourteen-year old
boy at the Indian school at San Car-
los, who was learning everything,
'all same white man,' He himself
spoke English quite well. In answer
to my question he told me that, a long
time before hlg ‘first grandfather’ was
born, there came® five or silx vyears
when Apaches could not get enough to
eat. Deer and antelope wera very
scarce, because there were too many
to hunt them. The wise men =aid,
‘we must make a bilg war and kill
many people, so that the other can
live.” But firat came a blg powwow.
All the mountain Indians went on a
vigit to the river Indians and had a
blg talk. ‘Then they made a big
swear,” The mountain Indians agreed
not to eat any fish, and the river In-
diang agreed to eat no deer. 'So, after
that, everyone had enough.''

This explanation !8 said to be com-
monly accepted by the Indlans them-
selves, though It does not look a very
plaugible one. Qur authority con-
cludes with the suggestion that there
must have been, In the distant and
long forgotten past of this tribe, some
event or experience of a mMost start-
ling character—somethlng more im-
pressive than a mere verbal agree-
ment—to have stamped this custom so
jndellbly into thelr nature. Since the
Apache has a rather unigue reputa-
tion for not abiding by other agree-
ments or promises, it Is almost incon-
ceivable that merely on account of a
promise made by his forefathers, he
gshould 'continue to refrain from the
favorite food of his nelghbors. The
suggestion is ventured that this i{s an
ethnological fact that may lead to the
discovery of the souree whence this
tribe differing as it does from every
other on the continent, derived Its ori-
gin. Cannot some of our own Indlan
mlssionaries or interpreters, of whom
there are no doubt many well ac-
quainted wlith Apache customs and
traditions, adduce further evidence
or inferences on the matter?

THE WESTERN DEBERTS.

Even gince the Mormon Ploneers en-
tered these valleys, the deserts west
and south of the Great Salt Lake have
;attracted the attentlon not onily of
resldents here. hut of, travelers who
have looked with wonderment. on the
vast stretches of gently undulating
land spreadlng out before them. Only
ohe thing is lacking to transform these
regions into an immensely productive
area, and that one thing Is water.
Cedar valley, which Is almost the
same size as the metropolis of Eng-
land, contains only from 30 to 400 per-
song, while the city alluded to has a
population of mearly 6,000,000 Of
course that city is the great market of
‘the world’s commerce, and for puposes
of comparison may not be properly
mentloned further in this connectlon.
But .if an effort could be made to se-
cure artesian water In Cedar valley—of
which there must be a large supply,
ag It springs from the ground near the
vid camp of Johnston’s army—and

this were conveyed in plpeg and dls-
tributed in that way, belng conducted

to orchards by sub-irrigation methods,
the valley could be made to produce
an immense amount of sustenance for
hoth man and beast, while Mercur
and other mining towns would afford
a ready market for any surplus. A
sample of what could be done {s found
in the waterworks system from Ophir
to Mercur and Sunshine, which has
its water supply brought to it from the

‘| first~-named place through pipes run-

ning over mountains and through
ravines and furnishing an abundanee
of water for many hundred people,

and this through a four-inch pipe,
while a two-inch pipe supplies Sun-
shine.

If this can be done in one valley it
can be done in anotheyr, and thus in-
stead of families having to go hun-
dreds of miles north or south to fnd
ablding places they ecould populate
the land nearer home. Will not soms
one make the move? Once the thing
is started, other communities will
readily follow suit.

THE GENERAL CONFERENCE.

The gixty-eighth semi-annual Confer-
ence of the Church, held this week, has
been a time of pleasure and refresh-

ing to the Saints who had the privilege
of attending, and will be fruitful, as
all other general Conferences have
been, of good to the Saints every-
where. The instructlons given by the
Church authorities have been of a
practical character, and attended by
that power which s associated only
with the Inspiration of the Spirit of
God. Those who participated In the
Conference and partook of Its spirit
will recognize the necessity, at this
time, of the Saints making a' practi-
cal application of the counsels glven
them, in order to perform their duty
in the plan of salvation. The many
members of the Church who reside in
distant parts, and whose circum-
stances did not permit them to be
present at the meetings, will have op-
portunity to learn from the détailed
report of the Conference proceed-
Ings, which will he published in
pamphlet form for general eireunla-
tion, what transplred there, and will
realize the advisability of rendering
prompt and close observance to the
counsgels given them through the ser-
vants of the Lord.

A special event connected with the
business of this Conference was the
filling of vacancles in two of the gen-
eral quorums of Church authorities—
the Councll of Apostles and the First
councll of the Seventles, The selec-
tion of Elders M. F. Cowley and A, Q.
Woodruff for the vacancies existing In
the quorum of the Twelve Apostles,
and of Elder J. W. McMurrin as one
of the First Beven Presldents of
Seventies, have been made by divine
authority, in the revelation of the
will of the Lord to Hise Church, and aa
such the brethren chosen will receive
the unwavering support of the Latter-
day Saints, by thelr faith and confi-
dence, in the high and responsible
calling placed upon them. Each of the
brethren has shown by his humility,
energy and faithfulness, both at home
and abroad, hig devotlon to the work
of the Lord. and in the broadened and
more responslble calllnge In that work
now made upon them, they may be ex-

' pected to contlnue to display the noble

characteristics which have marked
their lives in the past, and do a
mighty work In forwarding the pur-
poses of the Lord and laborlng to
establish His kingdom. .

To all that has been done by the

Conference, every true Latter-day
Saint can respond with a hearty
Amen, and with praise to Jehovah

for His presence and power that have
attended His gservants and people. And
now that again the voice of the Lord



