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winters; and there has been no particus
lar fault finding.

There. is, however, a question in the |,

minds of many persons about theentire
practicability of this route t

_the prevalence of the high winds which,
nﬁ:; gmgrequentt?&éﬁﬁw sﬁedfi;, %ﬁii: tmﬁ
t y construeting . ev
can, in a ‘great measure, be guatded
.3ga.41]5t;

but it will reguire an immense |
amount of material to build a sufficient
number of sheds to answer the desired
end; and even if they should be con-
structed, there will doubtless be many

of us, is cﬂn,stantl%kept meying during

st during each winter, especially
_';fﬂtpfeﬁhm ldbe a heavy snaw};ll.
The idea has been broached about the

Central Pacific Railroad striking south
from Ogden, through Davis County and
past this to some point where a prac-
ticable poute can be found across the
mountains that will not be so much ex-

S —

h_rouﬁ' hout'|
the winter season. The light, fleecy |
snow which falls in the mountains east |

i

|

| there ought to
| expect to see, from the teachings eof

| gave unto them the

THE DESE

DISCOURSE

By Elder GEORGE Q. CANNON, de-
livered in the Old Tabernacle, Sal
Lake City, Jan. 31st, 1869.
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REPORTED BY DAVID W. EVANS.

To those who are not familiar with
the o ons of the gospel of Christ
the spectacle which is to be witnessed
in this Territory, of a people congregat-
ing together from so many nations and
united in their faith and worship is
something that is very strange and
must of neeessity, create cons ble
inquiry and remark. It is wonderfual,
and is without a parallel on the earth

those days

at present; and yet when viewed in the
light of the goa%el which Jesus taught |

e nothing particularly
‘wonderful about it, for that which we
see in these valleys is what we might

Jesus and’his Apostles, Jesus taught
His diseiples the plan of salvation, He
power and author-

»osed tosnow storms, as the route direct-
l.‘f of us now traversed by the U. P.
R. R. Line. Ifa pass through the moun-
tains south possessing these advantages
can be found, and the Central Pacific
should canelut’le to loeate theirlinethere,
it would prove a very desirable route for
winter travel, and be of very great ad-
. vantage, to our settlementssonth. . Vari-
ous opinions prevail respecting the pos-
sibility of finding a route within #n
convenient distanee to the south whic
possesses any advantage over the: route
used by the Union Pacific Line in regard
to the snow fall: some statin? that there
is no practicable route to be; found with-
out going too far south, and others assert-

ity to go forth and proelaim that tﬁlm
to every creature; commanding them
to baptize, and promised them that they
who bowed in obedience to their teach-
ings should receive the Holy Ghost,
One of the peculiarities' of the Holy
Ghost, as we read of its effects in the
scriptures, ‘'was to unite the hearts of
those who received it and to make them
one. = b bive e dal s

“We find no aeeount in the history
that is given unto us of the labors of the
aposties, ofthere being any division of

sentiment‘among them or among their
diseéiples. ‘Although Paul had not bee
brought into c¢ontact with . Peter

ing that there,is a muiﬁ which possessds
~all the needed requisites. st | o
The Sacramento Union suggesis. that
if each line—that is, the Union Pacific
and the Central Paeific—ean be induced
to branch off near Salt Lake and make a
through; road east and west, egh will
ﬁndha route superior to that of the other
int
“that t . P. R. R. can find a better
route to the Pacific coast than that adop-
ted by the C. P. R. R,, and that the lat-
ter can find a better route through the
Rocky Mountains than that chosen by
the former company. If these exten-
sions are ' made, there will always

Eﬂ%_l& direction.. The Union thinks |
e

the rest of the Twelve for some yesd
he informs us that when he went to
Jerusalem to meet with them, he found
that he taught the same principles and
was conversant with the doctrines of
Jesus a8 they were; and so much was
he impresged with the importance of
him and his brethren and those who
received the principles they taught, be-
‘lieving in one form of doe¢trine and one
‘plan of'salvation, that he left on record,
to one of the churches which: he raised
up, this sentiment,—*‘though we or an
angel from heaven, predach any other
gospel unto you than that which we

be, the Union thinks, a  through
route open. across the point of inter-
section, mear Salt Lake, and neither
road will be injured by the extension;
on the contrary be greatly benefitted.
We cannot speak so positively  as the
Union does about the advantages that
the U. P. R. R. will have over the C. P.
R. R., by ehoosing & route different to
theirs through the Sierra Nevada; but a
practicable route through the mountains
east of us, free from heavy falls of snow,
if adopted by the C. P. R. R., would give
it & cBaﬂidEd advantage over the other
line in the winter season.

After descanting upon the benefils
which the Union Pacific would derive
by building a through extension, the
Union tonehes upon the trade the Cen-
tral Pacifie would haveif it should build
an independent through line. It says:

“On the other hand, the Central will find
in' St. Louis a distributing point, having
very great advantages over ghicagn. It is

on the Mississippi—the great central canal |

of the country. Theronte through it is for
us as near to New York as by way of Chica-
go. But the great advantage is thatSt.Lou-
i3 is the legitimate point of distribution for
the whole vast area south of its Hel—
compriging two-thirds of the country. Our
route through St. Louis is nearer than that
through Chicago, by one to three hundred
‘ miles, to Philadelphia, Baltimore, Nor-
folk, Charleston, Port Royal, Savannah
Brunswick, Mobile and New Orleans; all

of which sea ports may be'reached by di-'|

rect routes from St. Louis, by way of the
Pennsylvania Central, the
and Ohio, the Kanawha and James River
and the Chattanooga and other roads, an
the Mississippi river. . Thus, placing
the at St. Louis, every fing er points to
a Qwergent route, traversing a country
rich in eﬂuurcﬁ an%ﬂdleﬂtined to teem with
populaion, while Chicago

reached iy another direct route, sharing in

| Andrew, and the rest of the apostles

| plan of salvation, or in the scriptures

Baltimore |

| portion of the

have preached unto you, let him be acx
cursed.” He endeavored to impress up-
on those with whom he'had eommuni-

cation, and over whom he had infla-|

ence, that the form of doetrine which
he had delivered to them, and whigch,
he says, he received by the Holy Ghost,
was the only form of doctrine that
could be preached to the inhabitants of

God resting upon them who preached
and propagated it. Henee, itis but rea~
sonable to suppese that had the doefrins
which Paul taught, which he received
from Jesus, and the doctrine which
was taught by Peter, James, John and

been' preached and adhered to, by the
whole of the inhabitants of the earth,
we should see, to-day, through all the
nations of the earth, that which is wit-
nessed in Utah,—one form of worship
 and one faith, and all the people, every-
where worshipping in the same teniples
and tabernaecles, and being governed by
the same prineiples. |

It cannot be expeected by any perzon
who has any faith or confidence in the

which’ contain an account of that plan,
that the Holy Ghost would reveal unto
man two different kinds of faith; that
it would lead them to believe in diff-
erent forms of doetrine, or that it

the earth without the curse of Almighty | personal intercourse with Him, but all

| age and generation, received
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be one, even as He and the Father
were one. And said He, “Neither
pray I for these alone, but for them
also which shall believe on me through
their word; that they all may be oue,
as Thou, Father, art in me, and I'in
thee, that they also may be one in us:
that the world may believe that Thou
hast sent me,’”” This prayer, it is pre-
sumeable, was recorded in Heaven;
and it is also presumeable that it was
the design of God that it should be
answere n the heads of those in
whose behalf it was offered. This one-
ness did characterise the Church in
\ve; and, as I have already said,
there is nothing left on record to prove
to us thsat there was anything but one-
ness, harmony and union in the midst
of the Church during the lives of the
apostles. The prayer of Jesus was
heard and answered, the Spirit of God
was poured out upon the Apostles, and
not. nnJ[y upon them but upon. those
who believed in their words; and the
world in looking on their union had an
evidence, that they could not éontro-

| vert, that Jesus had been sent by the

Father, and that He was indeed the
very Christ. . It may be supposed,
therefore, that, this being the condition
of things during the, lives of the
apostles, had the inhabitants  of the
earth continued to practice the pringi-
ples which they taughi;the same results
would have followed, not only in the
first century of the Christian era, but
through every succeeding century down
to.our own day. . For it is recorded in |
the Seriptures, and none who believe

in them ean doubt the truth of the

| saying, that God is the same yesterday,
| to-day and for ever,

~ He, Himself, says, ‘‘For I am the
Lord, I change not, therefore ye sons
of . Jacob are not consumed.”” is
the character of our Father and our |}
God. At all times and under all eir-
cumstances in every age and genera-

tion, when men have bowed before |
in the way |

Him and have sought Him )
He has appointed, He has heard their

prayers and granted to them the desires

of their hearts, and has blessed them
according to the faith they have exer-
cised in Him. . . .

Everything that we have on record
from fhose who have had any acquain~
tance with His attribules or who have

bad familiar intercourse with Him con- | worship, all

firms this view of His character. When
men sought after Him in faith in the
days of Enoch, Noah, Abrabam, Moses
and the prophets; and then again in the
days of J‘:eaua gnd Hisapostles, the same
resuits followed the exercise of their

faith. All may not have had directand

received the blessings they sought, and
the guidanze of His unerring wisdom
has been granted unto them, This is
proved from the first record made by
Moses, down fo the last made by John
the Revelator on the Isle of Patmos.
We have no account of a generation, or
of an individual, even, who served God
and kept His commandments, that did
not receive peculiar manifestations and
blessings from Him. No one was left
in deubt or darkness; no one had to be
guided by tradition or by the teachings
of others alone; but every one, in every
' eculiar
manifestations and blessings down to
the time that John closed his record.

 Heeing that thisis the character of our
Father in heaven and of the gospel of
His Son Jesus Christ, how is it that, to-
day, there is opposition, strife and un-
certainty among those who call them-
selves the disciples of Jesus, if He is, as

would teach one class of men that one
portion of the gospel was necessary,and
another portion unnecessary; or cause
any portion of the people to believe
that a certain item of the gospel was
essential to salvation,and cause anothery
fpenﬁala to believe that the
same item of the gospel was non-

| essential. Such a view is irreconcilable
itself may be | with the teachings of Jesus and His

apostles and of all that is left on recard

“the advantages of that djstrlbuﬁng pﬁ%ﬂt.
"It would seex

of our own
Asiatic and California produets, the Central
Pacifie, by goingto St. Louis, will have

through connection. Al
road stretches half way to meet it. The
intermediate country willsfford profit from
local business at every step, Passing south
through Salt Lake city, the genter of the
II*!:::':.]:Iian th; will bﬁttanpeda and that advan-
tage respectsecured. urning
east into Colorado, the road willeome into
oy by e g
ing a en es _ r St
furthereast, it will traverse a country more
valuable than that crossed by the Union
Pacific. The Kansas road ush west
" to meet it, and the connection’ be se-
cured sooner, probably, than that
the Union and the ornia Pacifie.

i, therefore, that in the supply | Hol
*gon and in the distribution of | ohijdren of men. On the contrary, all

tween

concerning the gifts and power of the
y thﬂt and its office among the

that is recorded leads us to suppose that
if the Holy Ghost were to be bestowed

. greatly th - : : |
willhgva Ecglifﬁ - ﬂ?ﬁ;&'};ﬂaﬁ;‘}ﬁf upon an inhabitant of Europe, upon |
cur than the Union ¢, in making its another

ady the Kansas | Africa, and upon a fourth, in America,
n

person in Asia, another in

another on the islands
t these individuals were
together and converse

and again u
of the sea,

| who lived hundreds of years ago

the Secripturessay, ‘‘the same yesterday, |
to-day and forever?’”’ Thisis aninquiry
that every man, who professes any faith
‘whatever, in Christ, should make, even
if he does not indorse the idea that has
been taughtand testified toby theLatter-
daySaints,—viz.,that God is a God of re-
velation,and that He has revealed Him-
gelf again in
in f:gner days. For my part, with the
view I now have respecting God, with
the light that has been thrown upon my
mind by the tmchjn% of the elders of
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-da

Saints, I could not be satisfied unless

had something more than the world say
it is possible for men to obtain at the
present time. I could not be satisfied
with the records that we have in our
midst containing the testimony of meli

could not be satisfled to base my faith,

| they to m1]:na
upon the plan of salvation would en-
tertain precisely similar views respect-

ing that plan. To think otherwise would

and my hopes of salvation and future

| glory upon a testimony of what they

realized any more than I could be satis-
fied when hungry by reading an account

be to make God, our Heavenly Father,
the author of strife and division.
If we will remember the prayer of

which we have any account, ba{'ufp
His arrest and betrayal, we shall find

that He prayed that His apostles might

Jesus, the last which He offered up, of |
‘m |

of a good meal partaken of by somebody-
else. I should want something more

myself that
said He is.
He lives to-day, as He did 1800 or ' 2000

years ago, or 28 He did in the morning ! his felle,w-men can

‘received the sam

these results would

| y hould want to know for | which is now bei
rtod’ IGBD; Hil what others bave | midst of the earth, the results of which

Ishould want to Enow that | we see in ¢this Territory. I no not be~

0D

of creation. And if it were possible for
men, by the exercise of faith, to obtain
a kpnowledge for themselves, I would
contend for that knowledge uutil I ob-
tained it,. But the Lord be praised we
are not inthis condition. We know that
God is the same that He was yesterda
orin the days of Jesus. We know Hi-
is the same that He was in the days
of Noah, Moses, Abraham, and other
prophets wm&i previous fo the com
mg of Jesus Christ. We know this be-
cause we have obeyed the form of doc-
trine taught anciently, which has been
revealed again in our days, and we have
e testimony that the
people of God enjoyed anciently. We
have repented of our sins, have been
baptized for the remission of them by
those having authority; have had hands
laid upon us for the reception of the Ho-
li Ghost, according to the practice of
the apostles of Jesus in ancient times,
and we have received the promised spirit
and its gifts, which bear witness unto
us that we are born of God, that He is
plsa.aed with our offering and has accep-
ted us. .

It is no wonder that we are united; it
18 no, wonder that men, from. various
nations who have come to the Territory
of Utah are united. They have been
alike in their obedience, and are alike
in their faith and testimony. Iiis no

wonder that for five hundred miles,—

from the extreme north to south of this
Territory,—settlements have been form-
ed, whose inhabitants dwell together in
un:lty and peace, worshipping Godin the
samé manner, submitting to the same
requirements and . obeying the same
ordinances. These are the resulis of
obedience to the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
These are the resulis. which followed
obedience to that gospel anciently; and
| ve continued to
the present day had that gospel and the
authority to preach it been preserved
from the apostles downward.

There is no better evidence that new
revelation is needed than is to be found
to-day throughout so-called Christen-
dom. Visit the cities of Christendom
outside of this Territory, and what do
you see? Confusion and division; the
churches and meeting houses of various
denominations with their spires point-
in% heavenward, and people passing
and repassing to fill these places of

| Ernfaasing to worship the
same God and to believe in Jesus Christ
and the Bible, upon which they profess
their faith is founded; and yet when
;uu converse with them as to their
orm Of doctrine, one will tell you that
to believe in Jesus Christ and to repent
of gin is all that is necessary to secure
salyvation; another will say that in ad-
dition to this you must be baptized, and
that if you are baptized, having faith
in Jesus Christ and repenting of your
sing, you ar2 sure of salvation if you
continue, One will tell you that sprink-
ling constitutes baptism, and that a few
drops of water sprinkled on you fore-
head is all that is necessary; another
will contend that this alone is not suffi-
cient, but that you must have water
poured upon you. Another says neither
of these methods is right, but that you
must be immersed in water; while still
another will tell you it makes no differ-
ence whether you are sprinkled, im-
mersed or have the water poured upon
you, and that whether you obey any of
these ordinances or not you are sure of
salvation if you only come to the foot
of the cross and cast your burden of sin
there.

These are the kinds of faiths that ex-
ist in Christendom at the present time,
and they are all, professedly, based up-
on the Bcri?turﬂ, forgetting that por-
tion of Paul’s epistle which I quoted to
you—'‘‘though we or an angel from hea-
ven preach any other gospel unto you
than that which we have preached unto
you let him be accursed;” also forget-
ting that Paul says ‘‘there is one Lord,

these latter days as He did | one faith and one baptism.” Not twe,

half a dozen or a hundred faiths, mor
two, three or four forms of baptisim; but
Paul actually says *‘one Lord, one faith
and one baptism.” Isay ‘.there is no
better evidence to be found, of the neces-
sity of new revelation from Heaven than
the condition of the world at the present
time in these respets.

It is gratifying co reflect that this con-
dition of things is likely soon to be end-
ed, and that the same gifts, blessings
and powers, as formerly existed, with
the same results, so farasunion, harmo-
ny and love are cone¢erned, are restored,
and are now in existence among the in-
habitants of the earth, It ought to be
a cause of thanksgiving, not only to the
Latter-day Saints, but to every man who
loves his fellow memn, to witness that
produced in the

lieve tha% a man who has any love for
contemplate this



