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furthering it attalument, all good
men and women, of every ciass and
every shiade of opiuion, could afford
to be brothers and sisters. The in-
tent embodies a Gommon cuuse—
the suppression of vice and the ele-
vation of morality.

Oone of the speakers, Mr. Gregg,
expressing himself from the stand-
point of a ““Liberal” and not from
that of simply 4 ritizen, asserted that
in calling this meeting his pacty
could not possiuly have placed in
the bandas of their pnolitical »p-
pooents a heavier club. This is,
doubtless, true, but he isuot a mag-
nanimous antagonist who would use
such a weapon indiscriminately. It
might be properly used for purposes
of defense, but only extraordinary
cireumstances would justify itsappli-
cation for purposes of attack. And
in any case it would not be used
against the class who were partici-
pauts in and in sympathy wrth the
proceedings of Monday night’s
gathering. But therc should be no
objection to its usein the demoolition
of existing corruptions in the city
government and against the crimes
upon society now so prevalent as to
cause the most serious alarm to
every good citizen.

We wish it distinetly upderatood
that the object of that meeting is
not one that cau pe treated from a

sectional or partizsen standpoint
any more thau its  iuterest
can be uarrowed down to
any class of respectable peo-
ple. It is this narrow sectional

hate which somae unfortunate peo-
ple pormit themselves to be imbued
with which spoils everything and
is one of the causes of encourage-
ruent given to the very condition of
lawlessness that is deplored. The
decree of that smullwouled senti-
raent exhibited at the gathering of
Monday night was the only ¢iement
that marred the heauty and coneist-
ency of theoccasion. But we em-

phatically assert that what there
was of it was opposed to the

geniug of the assembly as a whole.
This fact was made perfectly clear
on Monday night, eapecially toward
the cluse of the proceedings of the
meeting.

Oune of the leading points to be
considered now is the responsibility
for the numerous dens of vice, the
lawlessness and non-enforcement of
the laws, which now disgrace our
beautiful city and expose its good
people to danger. Attempts have
been made to fasten it upon some
particular branch of the govern:
ment. We believe that this is im-
proper and that the whole machinery
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ia out of gear. It reguires cleaning,

oiling and setting in"shupe. It will
soon be disecovered that an expres-
sion of popular pentiment will not
alone suffice to produce a reforma-
tion, because the government has
already set that at defiance in refer-
ence to the financial burdens it has
imposed on the people. Thise fact
is om record, and Wwe can Tes-
urrect it if required. Judge Wamp-
ler was right when he favored defi-
nite action on the part of the people.
Indeed, in order to show the con-
tempt iu which a healthy vopular
sentiment is held by the City Coun-
cil it is only necesssary to point to
last nizhi’a proceedings ot that
body. The resviutions adopted at
Monday night’s meeting of eiti.
zens were presented and read. They
make special mention of the appli-
cation of the variety theatre econ-
cern for a liquor Jiecnse, and
request that, in the interest of
morality, it be not granted. In the
face of this popular and pointed
expression,the Couucil were equaliy
divided on the question of the ap-
plication for this license, and it
would have becn granted but
for the Mayor, who cast a deciding
voie on the other side. Those who
thus insulted the good ecitizens of
3alt Liake were Pembroke, Cohn,
Pickard, Noble, Anderson, Karrick
and Lynn. These officinls—three
of them are ouly alleged officinls—
have probably thus, in the” opinion
of thousands of good people, placed
themseives on record as the support
ers of louse morals and as insulters
of those who made a respectful re-
guest in the interest of spund gov-
eroment.

We hope that the protest of
Monday night will effect its objest,
but we have grave apprehensions to

the contrary. If we are correct,
and the alarmiug situation con-
tinues, and eveu increases, then the
protest should be renewed and
made  8till  more sweeping and
emphatic. In making it, let
all narrowness, bigotry and
scctionalism  be Jdiscarded. For
the purposes of a purification of the
moral atmosphere and the suppres-
ajon of crime, for the time belpg, at
least, throw politics to the dogs and
let the law abiding, order-loving,
virtuous citizens of Salt Lake arise
upitedly in their strength and in-
gist upon an enforcemeut of the
lnwa that wili effect the much de-
sired result. That failing, let ex-
pression of sentiment bs succeeded
by pepular action. 'That action
must be pacific but determined.
KEvery bigot who would coufine
participation in such a movement
wone classs of the community, or
divide good citizens in storming the
atrongholds of vice, 18 a foe to the
commonweaith.

THE OPENINGI YEAR.

NEw YEARS DAY 1681 wasusher-
ed in at Salt Lake City with bright
sunshiue and clear, criap, exhihrat-
fog air. The delicioua beauty of the
day could be fitly described only by
the poet and the most gifted writer
of romance.

Viewing the city from the ob-
servatory of the Templeton hotel
whs like taking a glimpse into fairy
land. The broad streets, the tall
buildioge, the happy blending of
trees and towers. all appeared rather
like a scene of ideal architecture
than a picture real, material and
tangible. One visitor could not help
saying that, in truth, this was
“‘beautiful Zion,* the gilded diadem
of the plains, the marvelous gem of
the mountains, and that if on earth
there ia or can be a vestibule to the
celestinl realms, Salt Lake, the
latter day Zion, must be that passage-
way.

It ia true the rerenity of the pano-
rama was marred hy the thought
that vice and wickeiness are ram-
pant at present; but this should re-
mind ue that we must be active,
vigilant and determined in our op-
position to the evila that are threat-
ening the peace and welfure of the
community.

That this will be an eventful and
important year appears to be an-
ticipated by all reflecting people, It
may uot prove as startling and revo-
lutionary in its developments as
some people presage. Buit we
have no doubt that its history at the
close will forin one of the most im-
portanf puges in the annals of the
world.

To the devout believer in Divine
PProvidence, whatever happene ia ali
for good. He who controls the des-
tinies of men and nations, while
leaving humanity free in its sgency,
will overrule all acts and ocecur-
rences to acecomplish His own pur-
posed and the finai trtumph of His
cause and people.

In entericg upon the new year it
is common to announce resolutiona
of impruvement. It is proper lo
make them, it ia inexpedient to ex-
press them. Bilent determination
to make the eoming year a stepping
stone to a higher life and more ad-
vanced integrity of act and charac-
ter is appropriate to the aseason,
however rauch it may be sneered
at by the cynic and ridiculed hy the
depraved. Bui boasting and im-
pulsive announcemeuts of intended
oxcellence are freguently nought
but sound, and add nothing to the
sum of human improvement.



