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I want to say to the young men
and the young lsdies and to all the
ople—but especially our ohlidren,

he yonths in lerael—that the lead-
ers of this people do not speak of
themselves. That wbich they are
atriving to impress upon the people
ie of the Lord and notof man. The
Latter-day BSaints have not been
gathered from the different nations
of the earth, and brought together
in thesze mountaice to worship man,
nor to cerve man, to be their slaves,
nor to be obedlent unto man, and if
anybody has such an idea or inten-
tion they have got hold of the
wrong pecple. The people who are
gathered here are not the people
calcnlated to dosuch a thing. The
faith we teach throws everybody
upon their own responstbility; they
are at liberty to act and choore for
themselves, and all will be held re-
sponsible before God for their faith
and conduct, The free ngency of
man is and always hea been a prom-
fnent dootrine in this Chureh, and
no one sdvocated it more strong
than the Prophet Joreph Smith.
The free agency of man is insepar-
ably connected with intelligence, as
the revelations of God In the Doe-
trine snd Covenants plainly and ex-
plicitly declare, that ail intelligence
13 Independent. Without thisagency
there would be no eelf.existence,
‘And kecause of this agengy, which
existed in eternity before-the worlda
were, with intelligent beings, with
oar spirite when they existed in the
epirit world—through the exercise
of this agency Bataa fell, and all
‘those who clang to him and rebelled
sgainet our Heavenly Father.
Brother Cannon has impressed uns
with the ides that obedience to cor.
rect principle, belfeving In the truth
and living it and obey!ns it, isae
good an evidence of Indepsndent
thought and charaocter—and perhapa
a little more so—than to be disobe-
dient; that oo man, womar or child
will be more independent by re.
Jecting tho truth, by dirobeying
oorrect laws and correct principles,
than thoss who recelve and obey
the truth with contrite hearts,
Now;, what say ¥Yoa, you mustali
Judge for yourselves, and chooee
what you will be. My experience
and observatlon of the Latter-day
Baints is that they are the bardest
people I Enow enything aboul to
either drive or lead in s wiong dl.
rection. Brother Cannon speaks of
President Young and President
Taylor snd other good men, our
leaders, being led, ssit were, by a
hair in obedience to the Priesthood,
which Implies elmply obedience te
truth and to correct doctrine, and
to righteonsness, 'This is the ex.
planatson the Prophet Joseph
Hmith gave toa ceriain lawyer in
his time who oazme to see him and
his people aud expressed astonish-
ment and surprlze =t the ease with
which he controlled the people, and
sald it was something that was not
to be found smong the lsarned men
of the world. Baid he: “We can.
not do it. What is the secret of your
succees P S Why,” snid the Prophet,
#] do not govern the peoplo. f
tesch them correct priogiples and
they govern themeelves,” I have
been young, now I am getting old
and expect to pass away 8oon, e
well as all those who have been for
wany yenals before the people serv-
ing the Lord and laboring to pro-
maote the weifare of the people; but
from my youth up I have observed
the deslings of God with the Latter.

need to begin to curb it. And here
comes in the doty of parenis In
their Priesthood and ealling, to
-watch over thote ¢hildren that are

iven them of the Lord, which are
ent to them for a peason. It is re.
quired of them to teach those child-
ren the law of the Lord and the
ways of the rightecus, and to res-
sirain them from pa-eione, from an.
ger, from strife, from cvontention,
from envy, from jealously, from dis
obedienoe; to impresp them with the
neceesity of deing righi and repent-
ing of wrong whepever they do it,
that they may hold in check the
paesions that are common to our nR-
ture; and to show them how to enjoy
all that the Lord has designed, for
out happiness in this world and our
exaltation In the pext without ex-
cess, without allowlng our taber-
nacle to be uzed as jnatrmments -of
sin and wickedness,

We have heard dorlng this con-
ference—and especially this fore-
noon from Presldent Taylor—some
very important principles advanced
for our government na individuals
and a5 communities, principles
which we are to observe and which
are essential to our purity and pro-
gress 68 A people,and as indfviduals,
and our exaitation In the eternal
world, For the law of the Lord s

reaponsible for their own sins. -No-
promise of the father can zave any
individual. Neverthelese, accord-
ing to the promise made unto the
fathers, God makes manifest among
the children of Ierael the Priesthood
and reveals unto them the gespel,
and givesthem an opportunity to re-
ceive it and obey it and obtaln ex-
altation throogh it, if they will, and
in thils respect they are more favor-
¢d than the gentilenations through-
out the whole world, though He has
sald that whoever fears God snd
works rlghtevusness is accepted of
Him amopg all nation® and ail peo-
ples, Jew or Gentile. But the Lord
has set His hand to gather Hiz peo

ple, and He is gelecting them by
the preaching of the Gospel to the
world by the Elders of Israel. The
epirit which accompanice the
preaching of the Gloipel feels nfter

and searches ountand gathera to-
gether the eeed of Abraham that
are worthy to be saved. It gatherr
together those whom God has called

given throngh the Prophet Joseph
pertaining to this subject—that 1t
wad the work of man and not the
work of God. Wehave recently had
published in some of the Utash pa-
pers some lotters on this subject,
and one frora Joseph Bmith, the
eldest son of the Prophet, in which
a great deal of sophiatry is made use
of, special plesding, such as the law-
yer that he ia,eeems only ¢apable of
using. And the object of this epe
einl pleacing and this sophistry ts to
try to leave an impreszlon upon the
ignerant, those who know no better,
that plural marrlage was not Intro-
duced and sanctioned and practised
by his father, but that it has been
an innovation of man, and does nor

and bigots of Ohrlaten&:}mt
A merica especially—gre g

law-makers into trying
our way and 1o oppresy
a3 well as religionsly,
deavoring not only ts
religivus rreedom, bty
of political freedom, sy,
into bondage. Well, nop
do it 29 far ns the Loy’
them and no furihe,
olock their wheels, Hy
obetavies in thelr wyy,
siay Lheir onward pr

allows His people to Iy
whether they wili &1
have faith in Him or
wilt deny Him, whe
deny iheir covenan

id

belong to the sy tem of reiigion
which he belioved aud practieed anu
tanght the pesyle. And there are
#)me among us who would fain tage
this view of the subject; not 1h.
tere are many who belwve it, vat
out there sre st ms who would like
io belleve it. And so there aro in

to have part in the great latter day
work, in ®the dispensativn of the
fulnees of lmes”—the ten thousande
of Ephratma and the thousands cf
Manaeseh, epoken of by Moacs when
he bleseed the trioes of lsrael.’
Well, now, becauece the ILord bas
set His band to gather cut from the

.striet unto those who are instructed
and have opportunities to obeerve 1i,
and far more o with ps &s Latter-
day Baints than with the Gen-
tile world. The Lord will
make greater allowance for the
Gentile world than He will for us,
and He has had compassfon upon :s
and male greater allowance for us
in the days of our ignorance than
He willdo for us in the future; for
He expects us as a people to profit
by our experience and our instruc-
tion and the opportonities aflorded
us, and lo improve our condition, to
purify our persons, our families, and
our communities, and to purge evil
from our midst. And touching
moral purily and the interconrse of

poeee of thia intercourse, God has
revealed to the Liatter-day Saints, as

nations ot the earth the hambleand
the honest In heart and those that
will be obedlent and will submit
themselves to the truth and to the
law of the Lord, therefore He re
veals onto them a new and ever-
lasting covenant, the holy covenant
of msrriage for time and for all eter-
nity, the union of the gexes, the
sealing of wives to husbapds mnd
husbandw to wives, ehildren to pa-
rents, etc., the nniting and eezling
us it the holy Priesthood unto the
Iathers and even unts our Lord
Jesus Chriet, who stands at the
head (5] tho kingdom of righteous-
nees, the Chlef Apostle and High
Priest of our professlon, and unto
this new and everlasting covenant
has the Lord purposed and designed
His people to be wnited and bound
together with the Bon, our Bavier,

He also revealed unto our fathers,
that He has a great and . glorfots
and grand object in view in placing
us here upon the earth, male and
femgale, and commanding uws to
multiply snd replenish the earth.
Hls parposes in theee things sre
from eternity to eternity. They
reach back into our first or former
existence, snd coneequently will
reach forward through this our gec-
ond, and Into oor mnext estate, and
through all eternity. And we need
a correct understanding of the pro-
per use of the privileges znd blgm
ings that areglvem uate ws, On
this depends the glory and the exal-
tation of ourselves and our children
for evermoro. The Lord is striving
to educate a people that will proper-
ly underatand thete things and ap-
pregiate them, and thet will not
trifle with the fountsalns of life and
with those choice blessings that are
placed within thefr resch. When
we Jook abroad into the Genti’e na.
tons at the present time, those
who are acqualnted with the'r eon-
ditlon are constralned to sc-
Enowledge that we live in a wicked
and adulterous generatlon. Adul.
tery, whordom and lost have cursed
the Gentile nstions, and the wicked
portion of all mankind, we may 8a¥,
from time immemorable. Bul with
the tesd of Abrakam, the children
of Israel—who were called an holy
nation, a pecnliar people=—@God has
sought to regulate, by His laws,

the sexes and the objects and pur-

theee things, and to teach the
people @  that they may
raise up umito Him = holy

nation, & peculiar people, a royal
priesthood, He cnoog 'Abrsbzm
from among the nations and blegsesd

day Saiuts. Iam pretty well ac
qualnted with them, They are
pretty well adquainted with their
lenders. They “ure prefty well ac-
quainted with the voice of truth,
and they know it when they hear
jtas a rule—that 18, all thosze who
are hnmble and prayerful and who
love the truth and the voice of the
good Bhepherd, they know it when
they bearit, and when prinoiples
afe isught that are goed,
that come from God, they compre-
hend them pnd receive them. Bat
%3 Paul eaid in one of his eplsties to
the ancient Baints; “There in g law
in our members, waring againest
the law of the splzif and bringing

him. He promised to muitiply hia
seed Jike the stars In the heng'ayn or
the sands of the sea shore for num-
ber. Hae tried and proved him well
a3 we heard this morning. He bless.
ed him and blessed his seed sfter
him, likewice his son lensc and hig
grandson, Facol, and promised that
the oracles should remaln with him
aod his seed, Nevertheless, the
jromises made were genern; they
Were not promizes to indiviceals
alone, Yet the promises were oon-
ditions), They were given on con-
dition that their posterity eBould
abids in the trath, follow the tesoh-
ings and examples of their fattiers,
and prove themeelves worthy; for

our bodles into bondsge tc the law
o

war againet,

ein and death.”” That Is, the| things
pte and desfrea of the fleeh and | God coven
toe pride of life which we have to|those tha
And this warfate | Hle 8on and

Nephi hes sald concerning Lhese
in the Book of Morihon that
aots with none except

and through Him unto His Father;
for He hae said, ¥ Whosoever re-
calveth me receiveth my Father,
and all that my Father hath shall
bo given unto him.”

This new and eveiineting cove-
nant reveals nnto us the keys of the
Holy Priesthood and ordioances
thereof. It ia the grand keystone of
the arch which the Lord is buiiding
in the earth, In other words, it fs
that which completer the exaltation
and glory of the righteous who re.
celve the everlssting Gospel, and
withont it they could not attain un-
to the eternal power and Godhesu
and the folness of celestial glory.
Now many msyenter into theglory
of God and brcome servants in the
house of God andin the celestiai
kingdom of God who are not able to
abide this new snd everlasting cov.
enant; but as we are toldin the
Dootrine and Covenants, with them
there is 2n end to their exaltation,
They may remaln in their esved
condition without exaltation, but
they enter not into the order of the
Gods. They cannot progresa through
the ceaseless ronnds of eternity ex-
copt they sbide in the covenant,and
abide the law that governas it, and
the Lord will not be moocked in these
thinga.

We heard this morming how strict
was the law pertaining to these
matters; Now we eayunto sl Israel,
old and young, these things sre re-
vealed unto ws for our good. The
airictness of the law may not in
times past have been taught us and
enforced upon uas as we may look for
it'being taught and enforced in the
future, But it behoveth us to reflect
upon these things, and while it is
our privilege to go forward earnestly
deairing and eeexing after all that
the Lord has to bestow upon us, yet
we munst rememhber that the more
Wwe receive and the greater privi-
leges we are permitied to enjos, the
mora striet scceuntsbility wilt be
reqoired of ug, and the more dread-
ful will be the consequernices of frans-
g;'usaion or vielation of the holy

venants and oblfgationa which we
asrume,

Now, I wizh to say that I realize
that there ore 2ome In our midet—
whether they ere in your midst in
this Stake of Zlon or not, I am not
prefared to say with any certainty,
for I can only judge of the conditlon
and feeling of the people a2k am in-
formed from Ume i0 time—I say,
there are some whom Batan wouid
stir to disobedlence and try to make

t'regent and belitve in
vep His ocommand,

an impreshlon upon their mide

-

the world many people who fear
that “Mormonism’’ as n whole i
true and of {dod; they are very
much sfrald thac it fs, but they
hepe that it is not. They do not want
to receive if; they do not want to
ltve it, bat they are afraid it {3 true,
and multifudes of people have been
eonvineed of its truth, but bave not
the honesty to acknowledge it; and
many who wonld acknowledge it for
& little season, would afterwards,
because of the love of the world, fall
away, and thos condemnation has
falien upon the world becanse they
will not obey the truth when they
hear 1t. And so it Is with some
among Lhe Latter-day Baints, They
are pretty well eatiafled that this
doctrine of plural marriage je true
and that it was revealed through
the Prophet Joseph 8mith, bat they
wonld like an excuse for dls

avowing and rejecting it.
And why s0? Mamly breause
their minds are closed up

and have not been able to compre-
hend the principlea tbat zre em-
braced in this dootrine and connect-
ed with ji, 't'heir minds are con-
tracted and limited. They think
more of this present life than thuy
do of the foture. They want to.isy
up riches; they want to gather per-
eonal comforts around them; they
want lo gratity the pride of life any
{he lnats of the flesh, They do not
onderstand that whioh 8 for their
real good, thelr real happineces, Buat
I teeiify that there iz more real hap.-
piness ineerving God and abiding in
Hie law, and eubmitting to all its
conditions and requirements than
there can be in taking an opposite
courss, This is the testimony of ull
wno recetve and abide in the trutb,
and there i3 abondant evidence in
their lives and conduct to provethat
they, iu receiving the truth, enjoy
miore comfort and happinesa than
thoee who reject it.  And touching
our plaral families, I will say that,
with all the wesakneeses that are
common to frail howenity, and that
manifest themszlves In our midst—
the men who enter inio this order
in the sincerity of their hearts and
with devotion to God, and the wo-
men who aleo enler- Into it in the
love of the truth and in the earnest-
ness of Lheir scnls, fearing God and
desiring to do His wiill—that with
ali the weaknestes that manlfest
themselves, I say there is treble the
genuine comfort snd bhappiness In
those families who enter into this
order and abjde In it, than is to be
found in the same numbsr of fami.
lies in monogamy in this Church, to
say nolhing of the Gentile world.
And then we will take the Latter-
day Baints az & whole, whsther in
plural marriage or single marriage,
and we will say thut there is 1en
times more genuine happiness and
comfort in believing and obeying
the Gospel~~whether in plural or
slngle wedlock—than s to be found
among the same number of people
in any part of the world ongtajde of
this Church. NoWw, in this you are
all my witnestes, Many of yon
have been in the world. Yoeu know
what you were, and how jou felr,
and how your neighbors felt, and
what kind of enjoyment you had
before you hesrd the fulaees of the
Gozpel. You Enow pretty well the

condition of the world now—the
coi;iditlon of thoss who have not re-
ceived the Qospel—and you koow
what yoar condition fs and hagbean
Bince you received the Gospel, And
who smong you Latler-day Bainta
would exchange yonr present condi-
tlon for the condition of the ontaide
world? Are we not prepared to tes-

tity that our happiness is treble,
. 1

" v

principles throogh fes
of the wicked, thry
presefop, through fese
of death, For we b
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are cecking for an ex

rant of what he eays, of
for I Enow «hat he d
the tiuth. How far
has been blinded or ho
been inflasaced to look ©
things as correct, ortp
he ppeaks the truth, [ do
Bat he & woefully in the
thinks he does speak th
regard to ihis matwer, [
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ingly and [nwentenally.
ate mojltitudes of witnes
Enow better, and koow
his father was murde
Joseph was in his eleve)
l#keo other children

knew liltle elther of
life or his teachiugy sad
ples that govessl 4o
Enew but Mile hat wae
taught zmong { Pt
there are mujiitadesol wi
that were older than hed
were intimate with (0
Joeeph, that know be
those who take this other

asnd not of Gud, bring o
that was given to ihbe |
old upon the American
which was given them|'
the brother of Nephi,
you can read, as doubli
often read, in the Bogk
Ja00b arraigued nome of
tecanss the men wefe
to the luats of the fls
pride of life, and wit
vhey attempted "to Jull
selves In thelr whor
ferring to what “ia wr
Jewlsh Beriptures conce
an  Solomon and other
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Jacoh informed the N
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Lord, and gave unlo
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command my people;
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dzys of Abraham ot e
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