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swooped down uponpon them one algnightht
and killed every member of the little
party the news of the massacremaBsacre
quickly spread to the settlements on
the lower nuecesnieces and the murderous
CornmanchesCo anches were pursued and over-
taken in the fight that ensued ten of
the indians were killed

in 1860 rube smith a prominent set-
tler on thehe hondo river was out hunt-
ing his horses when a band of indians
came upon him and shot and killed
him about the same time they killed
peter ketchum another settler on the
hondo in that same year a party otof
medina county white men were out
hunting hogs on black creek the
indians atattacked them and killed
Jlish whitley and james macray joemurray and his son gebhart of castro
ville left the little settlement one daday
to hunt for a yoke of oxen A roving
handband of indians discovered them and
the two men attempted to escape b
running their horses the elder mur-
ray escaped but the horse which his
son was riding fell down and the in-
dians took him captive the boy was
carried off by the indians and was
never heard of afterward although re-
ports reached the whites that he harlhad
arti i adopted into th comanche tribe i

and afterwards became one of the
chiefs one of their raids in medina
county the indians met george
and sam baylock the two white
men were on their way to the little
creek near castrovillecastrovillaCas to get a horse
and did not see the indians until they
were very near to them As
and blaylock were unarmed they at 1
tempted to escape by running
was overtaken by one of the indians
and scalpedscaldedped

on one of the last raids which the
indians made to the castrovillecastrovillaCas set-
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clement they killed isaac galbreath
son of mr thomas galbreath the
indians had stolen a number of horses
around the town and were known to
be in the vicinity but had not been
found isaac galbreath had hobbled
his horse near his home and the in-
dians had discovered it they waited
near the horse for some one to come
for the animal isaac galbreath fin-
ally went out to the horse and was in
the act of removing the hobbles when
a number of shots were fired into his
body and he was killed and scalpedscaldedped
the band was pursued but made its
escape while on its way out of ththaa
country it met and killed heuryhenry hil-
ton another well known settler of
that section

fifty years ago the comanche in-
dians were very troublesome on the
lower rio grande they committed
many bloody crimes and robberies the
texas rangers held the indians in
check as much as they could and a
number of desperate engagements oc-
curred between the rangers and the
redskinsredskins at that time alpheus D
neal john wilbarger and doc sulli-
van all noted for their bravery and
endurance belonged to col rip
fords company of rangers and were
iniak active service in the indian country
near brownsvilleBrownsville these three men
were summoned to austin to attend
court and decided to make the at
tempt to go through the dangerous
country without an armed escort they
started from their camp and had
reached a point in nuecesnieces county near
where kings ranch is now situated
when they saw a party of about thirty
indians near them the three brave
men might have escaped by running
but they decided to stand and fight
against the indians although the odds
were so greatly against them the in-
dians lost no time in making the at-
tack and sullivan was shot and killed
at the first fire wilbarger tellfell fighting
and neal received eight arrow wounds
any one of which would have proved
fatal to an ordinary man the indians
supposed that neal was dead but for

some reason they left without scalp-
ing him the wounded man managed
to drag himself through the bushes for
several miles eventually reaching the
settlement of san patricio to the
astonishment of every one he recov-
ered twelve years afterward while
in camp one night he coughed up from
his lungs an arrow head which had
been shot into him by the indians on
that memorable fight neal was killed
by a negro in 1865

HOUSE AND SENATE PAGES

A young man who served as page in
in the house of representatives for
several years talked interestingly with
a washington star reporter recently

times have changed since I1 went
into the house he said they were
much better then torfor the page than
they are now in many different points
of view theuaythe pay of a page in both
the house and the senate as is pretty
generallygeneralli known Is a day during
the long sessions the boy has a chance
to make something extra or aiat least
he used to this has been done away
with though to a certain extent
when the representatives had no pri-
vate secretaries or when they had to
pay for them out of their own pockets
the pages used to make considerable on
the side by working torfor the representa-
tives helping to mail their documents
writing torfor them and doing various
kinds of work since the bill was
passed granting the representatives
private secretaries of course this has
all changed

nowadays the pages cant even
listen to the debates and have a chance
to learn something that way as was
formerly the case since mr reeds
second term as speaker he has made a
great revolution in this respect now
the pages are cooped up in quarters in
the cloakrooms on either side of the
house it is a regular hotel bellboy ar-
rangementran gement instead of clapping their
hands as they used to do the repre-
sentativessenta tives when they want a page
simply touch a button this rings a bell
in the pages rooms there is an elec-
tric which is the same as
is used in hotels for bellboys so that
it can be told directly where the boy IS18

wanted I1 understand they axeare going
still further to make the arrangement
savor of the bellboy position as there
is talk of the boys

when I1 first went in they had two
chief pages who got 1000 salary who
were supposed to look atterafter the others
now as the boys sit on the long bench-
es in the corners of the cloakroom they
are watched by an overseer as he is
called who receives a warysalary of he
watches the and when a
bell rings sends a boy to the desk so90
it is getting more and more like the
hotel system all the time

in the senate they do not allow boysoveoverr 16 years of age but it makes no
difference in the house when I1 was
therehere some of them were 24 or 25 years
of age A boy has to be 12 years of
age or more to occupy aa position as
page there are thirty three in the
house and sixteen in the senate the
pages I1 believe in the supreme court
chamber are required to wear knee
breeches when they axeare on duty but
this is not enforced on the others

the boys I1 found were well posted on
political affairs and it tois not surprising
that senator gorman turned out as able
a politician as he did when it is con-
sidered that he served as a page in the
senate they know the pedigree as it
were of every senator and represents
ave and generally have nicknames for
them which would prove very amusing
if they did not fit so well in a number
of easedcases they can forecast what is
going to happen nearly as well as the
senators and representatives talk
about messenger boys beingbaing up to snuff
why they are not in it with the senate

and house pages in the unitt place
they are generally of a his order i

of intelligence coming from
families and the little schewschema they
work among themselves wod doQ
credit to a politician of an
reputation if they find anything outt to
the discredit of a member of congress
they axeare not slow sometimes to take
advantage of it for their own benefit itin
a most innocent manner they are a
high minded set of fellows however
and do credit to themselves and ththeir
country

AFRICAN EMPIRE

mr joseph chamberlain her ma
bestys secretary of state torfor the colo-
nies has made public a formal an
no of the measures which he
is to submit for the future government
of the vast african domains of the
british chartered company this is the
final step in the movement made neces-
sary by cecil rhodes and dr Jarnisons
ill advised attempt to overthrow the
boer government of the transvaal re-
public two years ago it was evident
then that the vast and indefinite pow-
ers wielded by rhodes and the com-
pany of which hefie is president were en-
tirely too dangerous to be allowed to
continue it will be FerecalledCalled that rhodes
was not only ousted from the position
of prime minister of the cape colony
but that mr chamberlain is credited
with the intention of a cam-
paign which would entirely lesroy
the power of this anglo african im-
itator of warren hastings

mr rhodes was however too strong-
ly intrenched in the favor of the con-
servativeserva tive ledleadersders in great britain and
was an object of too much admiration
of the sincerest kind on the part of0

the london stock market for archam
to seriously meddle with his

positpositiontom the fact that paul kruger
and his doerrboers regard him and all his
works with a justifiable degree of sus-
picion has not been sufficienttent reason
for a material decrease in rhodes su-
premacy over the new colony which
he founded and to which itisit to charac-
teristicte of the man that he allowed his
own name to be attached the out-
come is regarded as a compromise be-
tween rhodes and the imperial govern-
ment and the scheme which mr cham-
berlain fathers while virtually taking
over the military administration to-
gether with the regulation of Rhodeaias
external relations leavesleave the swayaway of
rhodes and his coadjutors over the
country and its resources as fairly un-
checked as ever if mrkr rhodes wings
have been clipped to any extent it laIs
not to prevent his making flights
in the stock market Perhaps the gentle
mans admirers of whom as already
indicated he has many on the other
side will admit that this is the field
in which he has gamedgained the most dis-
tinction
jaff the details of chamberlains
plan for the government of rhodesia
it is only necessaryessary to say that they
recall very closely the relations be-
tweentween the old east indian company
and the crown there is to be a avergover-
nor a military commander appointed
by the imperial authority a supervision
of relations between the natives and
the chartered companyI1 by the colonial
office and an annual supervision by
the authorities in london of the com
banys commercial operations and
revenues while power is also reserved
to remove officers and directors this
is in the main similar to the provisions
under which john company ruled
india down to the beUlonre of
1857 it is in substance as much of axian
effort as98 it is possible to make to put

iaa concern which arrogated to itself po-
litical powers back in its proper place
as a commercial body profitable re
suits from the companascompanys operations
would probably cause this solution to


