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swooped down ‘apon them one night
and kjiled every member of the lttie
party. The news of the massacre
quickly spread to the settlemenis on
the Lower Nueces, and the murderous
Comanches were pursued and over-
taken. In the fight that ensued ten of
the Indians were Killed.

In 1860 Ruhe Smith, a prominent bet-
tler on the Hondo river, was out hunt-
ing his horses when a hand of Indians
cane upon him and shot and » killed
him. About the same time they killed
Peter Ketchuni, another settier on the
Hondo. In that same ¥Year a party of
Medina county white men were out
hunting hogs on Black creek. The
Indians attack them and kfled
Lish Whitley and James Macray. Joe
Murray and hia son Gebhart of Castro-
ville left the little settlement one day
to hunt for a yoke of oxen. A roving
hand of Indians discovered them, and
the two men attempled to escape b’
vunning their horses. The elder Mur-
ray escaped, but the horse which his
son was riding fell down and the In-
Alans took him captive. The boy was
carried off by the Indians and was
never heard of afterward, although re-
ports reached the whites that he had

rn adopted Into th Comanche tribe
and afterwards “became one of the
chiefg. One of thelr raids in Medina
county the Indians met Georgze Wheet
and Bam Baylock, The two white
men were on their way to the little
creek near Castroville to get a horse,
and dfd not see the Indians until they
were very near to them. As Wheet
and Blaylock were unarmed they at-
tempted to escape hy running. Wheet
was overtaken by one of the Indlans
nnd scalped,

On one of the last raids which the
Yndians ,made to the Castroville set-
tlement they kiiled - Isaac Galbreath.
son of Ar. Thomas Galhreath. The
Indlans had stolen a number of horses
around the town, and were known to
be in the vielnity, but had not been
found. Isaac Galbreath had hobbled
his horse near hls home, and the In-
dians had discovered it. They walted
near the horse for some one to come
for the amnimal. Isaac Galbreath fin-
ally went out to the horse, and was In
the act of removing the hobbles when
a nuinber of shots were fired into his
hody, and he was killed and scalped.
The band was pursued, but made its
eacape, While on its way oul of th?
country it met and killed Heunry Hil-
ton, another well known settler of
that section.

Fifty years ago the Comanche In-
dians swere very troublesome on the
Lower Rio Grande, They committed
many bloody crimes and robberles. The
Texas rangers held the Indians in
check as much as they could, and a
number of desperate engaements oc-
curred between the rangers and the
redskins. At that time Alpheus D.
Neal, John Wilbarger and Doc Sull-
van, all noted for their bravery and
endurance, hetonged to Col. “Rip"
Ford’'s company of rangers, and were
in aetlve service in the Indian countiry
near Brownsvillee. These three men
were summoned to Austin to attend
court, and decided to make the at-
tempt to go through the dangerous
country without an armed escort. They
started from their camp, and had

reached a point in Nuetes county, near |

where King's ranch is now situated,
when they saw a party of about thirty
Indians near them. The three brave
men might have escaped by running,
but they decided to stand and HfAght
against the Indians, although_the odds
were 50 greatly against them. The In-
dians lost no time in making the at-
tack, and Sullivan was shot and killed
at the Arst fire. Wibharger fell fighting,
and Neal received eight arrow wounds,
any one of which would have proved
fatal to an ordinary man. The Indlans
supposed that Neal was dead, but for

some reason they left without sealp-
ing him. The wounded man managed
to drag himself through the bushes for
several miles, eventually reaching the
gettlement of Ban Patriclo. To the
astonishment of every one he recov-
ered. Twelve years afterward, while
in camp one night, he coughed up from
hig lungs an arrow head which had
been shot inte him Ly the Indians on
that memorable Aght. Neal was killed
, by a negro in 1865,

HOUSE AND SEMATE PAGES.

A young man who served as page in
in the House of Representatives for
several years, talked interestingly with
ta Washington Star reporter recently.

“Pimes have changed since I went
into the House.’ he sajd. '‘They were
much better then for the page than
they are now in many dlfferent points
of view. The.pay of a page in both
the House and the Senate, a8 is pretty
generally known I $2.50 a day. During
the long sessions the boy has a chance
to make something extra, or, at least,
he used to.! This has been done¢ away
with, though,~ to a certain extent.
When the Representatives had no pri-
vate secretaries, or when they had to
pay for them out of their own pockets,
the pages used to make considerable on
the side by working for the Representa-
tives, helping to mail their documents,
| writing for them and dolng various
kinds of work. Since the bill was
passed granting the Representatives

| private secretaries, of course this hasz
all changed. '
“Nowadays the pages can't even

listen 10 the dehates and have a chance
to learn something that way, Ag was
| formerly the ecase. Bince Mr. Reed's
second term, as speaker he has made a
great revotution in this respect. Now
the pages are cooped up in quarters in
the cloakrooms on either side of the
fouse. It is a regular hotel bellboy ar-
rangement.
hands as they used to do, the Repre-
sentatives when they want a page
simply touch a button. This rings a bell
tn the pages' rooms. There is an elec-
tric annunetator which is the samne as
is used in hotels for bellboys, so that
it can be told directly where the boy is
wanted. 1 understand they are going
stlll further to make the arrangement
savor of the bellboy position, as there
is talk of untforming the boys.
| “When T first went in they had two
chief pages who got $1,009 salary, who
{were suppored to look after the others.
Now, as the boys sit on the long bench-
e8 in the corners of the cloakroom, they
are watched by an overseer, as he ls
called, who receives a salary of $300, He
watches the annuneiator, and when a
j bell rings gends a boy 10 the desk. 8o
jit is getting more and more like the
hotel system all the tlme.

“In the Senate they do not allowboys
over 16 years of age, but it makes no
difference In the House. When I was
.there some of them were I4 or 25 years
of age. A bo¥ has to be 12 years of
age or more to occupy a position as
page. There are thirty-three in the
,House and sixteen in the Senate. The
pages, I believe, tn the Supreme court
chamher are required to wear knee
breeches when they are on duty, but
this is not enforced on the others.

“The boys I found were well posted on
political affairs, and it is not surprising
that Senator Gorman turned out as able
a politician as he did when it is con-
sidered that he served as a page in the
Senate. They know the pedigree, as it
were, of every Senator and Representa-
tve, and generally have nikcknames for
them, which would prove very amusing
if they did not fit so well in a nifmber
of cases. They can forecast what is
going to happen nearly as well as the
Senators and Representatives. Talk
about messenger bovs being up to snuff,
why they are not in it with the Senate

Instead of clapping thelr|

and House pages. In the first place
they are generally of a higher order
of intelligence, coming fromn excejlent
families, and the little schemes they
work among themselyves WwWould (g
~redit to a politiclan of an establisheq
reputation. If they flnd anything out t¢
the discredit of a member of Congress,
they are not slow sometimes to take
advantage of it for their own benefit iy
a most innocent manner. They are 5
High-minded set of [(ellows, however,
and do eredit to themselves and thejr
country.'”

ENGLAND'S AFRICAN EMPLRE,

Mr. Joseph Chamberlain, her ma:
jesty’s secretary of state for the colo-
nies, has made public a formal an.
nouncement of the measures which he
iz to submit for the future government
of the vast African domains of the
British Chartered company. This is the
final step in the movement made neces-
sary by Cecil Rhodes and Dr. Jamison's
il advised attempt to overthrow the
Boer government of the Transvaal re-
publie two years ago, It was evident
then that the vast and indefinite pow-
ers wielded hy Rhodes and the com-
pany of which he is preskient were es-
tirely too dangerous to he allowed to
continue. 1t will be recatled that Rhodes
was not only ousted from the position
of prime minister of the Cape Colony,
but that Mr. Chamberlain i8 credited
with the intention of cunductin= a cam-
paign which would entirely destroy
thre power of thls Anglo-African fmi-
tator of Warren Hastings. t

AMr. Rhodes was, however, 100 SITORg-
ly intrenched In the favor of the con-
servative leaders in Great Britain and
was an object of too much admliration
of the sincerest kind on the part of
the London stock market for Mr.Cham-
berlain to seriously meddle with his
position. The fact that Paul Kruger
and his Boers regard him and all his
works with n justifiable Jegree of sus-
picion has not been sufficient reason
for a material decrease in Rhodes’' su-
premacy over the new colony which
he founded, and to which it is characy
teristic of the man that he allowed his
own name to be attached, The out-
come Is regarded as a compromise be~
tween Rhodes and the imperial govern-
ment, and the scheme which Mr. Cham-
berlain fathers, while virtually taking:
over the military administration, to- -
gether with the regulation of Rhodesia's ;
external relations, leaves the sway of
Rhodes and his coadjutors over the
countiry and its resources as falrly uns.
checked as ever. If Afr. Rhodes” wings
have been elipped to any extent, it is
not enuogh to prevent his making flights’
in the stock market.Perhaps the gentle-
man’s admirers, of whom, as already
indicated. he has many on the other
gide, will admlt that this is the field,
in which he has gained the most dis-;
tinetion,

.Of the detalls of Chamberlain’s
plan for the government of Rhodesia
it 18 only necessary to say that they
recall very closely the relations be-
tween the old East Indlan company
and the Crown, There is to be a gover-
nor, a military commander, appointed
by the imperial authority, a supervision®
of relations between the natives and
the Chartered company hy the coloniali
office, and an annual supervision by
the authorities in London of the com-
pany's commercial operations and,
revenues, while power is also reserved
to remove officers and directors. Thig,
is In the maln similar to the provisions
under which “John Company” ruled
India down to the Sepoy rebellion of
1R57. 1t is in substance as much of an,
effort as it is possible to make to put:
a concern whieh arrogated to itself po:
1itical powers back in ita proper place
as a commercial body. Profitable re.
sults from the company's operatlons
woyld probably cause this solution to
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