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THE EDITOR’S COMMENTS.

DESTINATION OF UTAH BOLDIENS.

It seems tolerably certain that the
two 1Jtah batteries now in San Fran-
cigco will go to the Phllippines. That
was Lhe destlnation for which they
left this State, and no orders have yet
been issued to change it. But it seems

doubtful whether the troop of cavalry
that left Utah for the same destlnation
and ls now in Ban Francisco awalting
developments, will go there.
that the climate of the Philipplnes is
unendurable to American horses, that
sultable cavalry horsez cannot be ob-
tained on the islands, and that
these and other reasons no cavalry will
be sent there.
further stated that the troop of caval-
ry from Utah may be assigned to gar-
rison duly at some point on the coast.

The act of the Hawaltan government
in permitting Unlted States war ves-
seld to take coal at Honolulu is a viola-
tion of the law of nations that makes
the Hitle mid-ocean republie the foe of
Spaln, and is regarded as another Btep
to its annexation by this country, and
its consequent occupatlon by American
troops. Hence the poasibility that
some of the Utah volunteers. either
thoee who have been or thowe who are
to be recruited, may be #ent 1o the Ha-
wailan jslands. It has been intimated
in the dispatches that Torrey’s Rough
Ridera might he sent west, bhut up to
date their destination as officlally de-
termined Is Cuba,

Making allowances for future
changes of existing arrangements, it
seems more than likely that Utah will
have her aoldlers very widely acat-
tered, and that some will be in Cuba
some in Hawail and some in the Phil-
ippines, with a possibllity that some
wlill be doing garrison duty on the Pa-
cific coast.

ELECTRICAL IMPHOVEMENTS,

Electriclty Is a very important and

1t is sald |

for |

In this conpection it {e thus be equal to all thg work, exceptin

useful factor in war as well as in peace,
but its mission In either case has by

proppective comparison but fairly be-
gun. It j8 now proposed to have an
advisory board, to which the govern-
ment can aubmit important matters, by
electrical means, relating to c:p:‘(‘emai\re1
and defenpive measuren, A suggestion
has recently heen made to the Insti-|
tute of Electrical Engineers that such'
a hureau be organlzed, to be made up |
from the colleges, universities and
electrical socleties of the country, It:
would, of course, be subordinate to the
regular electrical staff of the govern-
ment, but would at the same time be

an able an efficient ally. A writer in
an eastern paper declares that
such an organization would,
in fact, be the “brains"

of electrical war prosecutlon, in con-
tradiction to the “hands™ which would
be represented hy those In active ser-
vice at the front, While America has
gone heyond any other country im the
construction of electrical war applli-
ances, the whole fleld is yet in a ten-
tative state. Many apparently valu-
able inventlons have yet to be put to
a practical test, and may problems have
10 be solved before much alectrical ma-
chinery on which great hopes are now
resting wlll be reduced to the plane ot
assured and atandard practice, The
solutlon of many of these problems, by
the aid of the experlence galned in the
present conflict, could with advantage
be entered on by the proposed hureau,
which could also receive, pass upon nrel

| lantic, a distance of nearly 13.000 miles,

If necessary recomm~nd for the adop-
tion ¢f the government any new Invei-

tions for increasing efficlency of the
army ot navy and premoting the effee-
tiveness of measurcs tar the defense ot
the countiry,

Angother authority on the same sub-
ject declares that in nearly ail ma.rlne!
electrlc installations sufliclent consid-
‘eration {8 pot given to the question of
providing adequate spare or duplicate
plant. Every boat that is used for
pasgenger traffic. except, perhaps, the
very small ones, should be fitted with
at least two sets of plant. By this s
meant not absolutely duplicate piant
in all caser, but a safe ruie is to have
the addltional get capable of running
about two thirds of the entire number
of lamps. The ordinary plant will

case of accident. when the other plant
wlil come (n.

Before a great length of time has|
passed, It I8 expected that a large in-
crease in the number of electrlc motors
used on Dbeard ship wlll be made, and
it seems quite probable that electric
wires will be made to take the place of
steam pipes, which do s0 much In thel
way of encumbering derks and. ob-
structing movements. There are a
thousand and one. items pertaining to
mechanism In all its forms, on sea and
land, that can be slmplified and made
more useful at the same time by such
aubstitution as that herein suggested,
This 18 coming along plecemeal but
with gratifying rapldity, showing that
the more that {8 known regarding the
utility and power of the aubtle fluid
the more there is to be known. After
awhile there will be no clumsy, pon-
derous motors, comparatively speak-
ing: they will be supplanted by mech-l
anism lesy bulky hut more powerful
and easler to manage, while the saving
In fuel alone would be a matter of suf-
ficlent conmequence to cause things to!
be pushed hard and fast In that Ai-
rection.

THE OREGON'S GREAT TRIP.

The diepatches of yesterday gave an
account of the arrival of the battle-
ship Oregon at the waters frontlng
Santiago harbor on May 31, at which
time and place she joined the fleet
which is blockadlng that position. She
left San Francisco on the 22nd of last
March under orders to join Sampson's
squadron and proceeded steadily, al-
most uninterruptedly, on her long voy-
age to the waters of the North Al-

made up fully to that filgure by the trip
from Key West, occupying from ptart
to {inlsh two months and nine days.
During that time the vessel traversed
through every variatlon and almost
every degree of climate from equatorial
heat to almost polar coldness, ana
trom temperate to severe. The weather
grew gradually warmer as the vessel
plunged along through Pacific waters
until arrlving at the earth's meridian,
lust off the northern coast of Ecuador,
after which the situation was reversed,

the temperature becoming gradually
but steadlly cooler until Cape Horn
wesd rounded, where it must have

touched, if it did not go below zero,
then north along the South American
coast, emerging from the frigid cllmate
‘into slowly developing genlality, agalin
crossing the equator and running
through a zone of torrid heat back to
the recurring temperate conditione pre.
vaillng off the Caribbean Bea and then
the Gulf _stream.

The ships of the lilne might well give
the Oregon a warm and bolaterous
greeting when she bore proudly yet de-
flantly down upon the scene of her

deadly activity to come. No other ship
had ever accomplished 20 much in the
presence of such real and threatened
dangers without having one accident,
losing one man or in any way damag-
Ing its ponderous mechanlsm. Other
craft have at varlous times in the
world's hlstory made longer voyages
both as to time and the distance cov-
ered; but no other has ever made a
continuous sail for more than half the
distance around the globe in the brief
period of seventy daye, and none
other ever accompliished half as much
without having repalra to make or re-
placements to provide at the end of the
Journey. The Oregon’s machinery was
in as perfect order when arriving at
Jupiter Inlet as when leaving San
Francisco, and she had. no repairs to
make en route. If this had not all
actually occurred, if it were not gen-
erally known and some one skilled In
depicting events had written and pre-
sented it to the world. the story would
ke ridlculed and wholiy disbelieved,
which goee strongly to confirm the
aidage that truth is stranger than fle-
tion.

Among the wonders of modern
achievement the battleship of today
stands well to the fore. As a great

fizhting machine one would without

bheing otherwise shown think it a
clumsy, unwieldy, contrivance; but
how dJdifferent is the case! It is not

perhaps as graceful tn its outlines as
ore of the first-clasa ships devoted to
commercial pursuits, nor [n fact as
almost any other style of water craft;
but It possesses A certain majesty as it
plows through the water, lashing 1t into
seething foam and filling the air with
dazzling, eilvery spray that no other
vesgel ever equaled and that makes up
abundantly for any apparent lack of
mere grayhound symmetry. Indeed,
some of the lighter and even larger
craft would be left astern by the bhat-
tleship, and In the matter of endur-
ance, &8 partly shown, none ¢of them
can equal ft.

GLADSTONFE'S WORK REVIEWED.

“He had International reputation and
was the real leader of his party when
Abraham Lincoln was still an obscure

Illinois politician, He was an old man,
retiring with broken health, never to
appear ln public lfe again, as every
one thought, when the stateamen of our
reconstruction period were earning thelr
laurels. And when only one or two of
them were lingering jin feebleneas bor-
dering on senfiity he wag still shap-
ing the policies of hia party and the
destinies of the British emplre as its
prime minjster.”

These lines are from the Ncw
York World, and relate to him
who in life was called the Grand Old
Man, and 15 a portion of a posthumous
review, partly eulogistic and partly
critlcal of hls career.

Opinlons vary and will continue to
vary regarding Gladstone’s place
among the publicista of the nlneteenth
century, but none, it may be sald, would
have the temerity to say that when he
i8 weighed In the balances and tested
by the same means that other men who
have passed above mediocrity have
been teated, his place I8 far from
the head. It is yet too early to glve
an accurate judgment or one wholly
free froni prejudice regarding the man's

lite-work, because so faulty are
the means by which the
human animal arrlves at con-
cluslons regarding the persons and

things that are nearest him while they
are near, that an unblased and un-
prejudiced verdict can best be rendered
when the place among ua which he
fitled is vacant. We then turn our at-
tention, freed from the clogs of partlal-
Ity and diglike a lttle at a time, and



