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THE EDITOR’S COMMENTS.

SPECULATIONS AS T0 THE FUTURE.

Probably never before has the sub-
ject of esohatology—a theological term
for the doctrine of a fulure eslate—
claimed the attention of intelligent
men snd women more earnestly than
at the presept time. As the feeling
becomes more and more genetal tbhat
tbe world s approaching a crisis, the
interest in all that pertainsio the last

thinge hecomes more intense, aod
greater light is mought for aud
chtained. When revelations oD

these malters were first given To
Joseph the Propbel, they were acoom-
panied by an admouition not to show
vithese thipge unto the world antil it
is wisdom in Me,?’ on the same zround
that Jesus at first enjoived the Twelve
from prociaiming the fact that He was
the Messiah, This precaution is no
longer needed. The inquiry bas been
atarted and the honest in ‘‘the worlu**
demand the truth on the subject.
Philosophers and scientists are equaliy
concerned, for it is clear enmough, if
there 15 mn ‘‘anseen universe,’* a
world whose phenomena are ahove
and beyond the powers of perception us
exercised through the five human
senses, no philosophic system is com-
plete as long as it does not recognizs
this all important fact.

The docirine of <‘eternal’’ damna-
tion basuf late years heen reviewed by
theologiange, and although many bhave
taken & flrm stand amid the huraiug
and smokipg sulpbhur and brimstene ot
orthodoxy, yet others have not hesi-
tated to pronounce in favor of reason
and revelation. The truth has gained
ground all tbe tinue. This was seen
when, some time ago, the question
came up for discussion 1D the
regular council of the Bwedish Luth.
eran courch, Not less than twenty
votes were ralsed against the term
ssptproal.”? Nioe more votes would
have erased the doctrine from the con-
fession of thalt church. Among those
who protested were ex-Minlster of Btate
Gluppar Wennerberg and ex-Governor
Treflenhery, the latier declariug that it
he were compelled to believe that
Christianity really teaches inflnite
torment for finite crimes, he would
feel under ohligation to turn away
from Christ and try to get aloog in the
light of reason alone. The mere fact
that a discussion of thiscbaracter could
take place in so stubbornly conserva-
tive a hody =as the council of that
Lutheran church, is pufficient evi-
denge nf the power with which the
subject at present penetrates the Chris-
tian world.

Three great currents vf thought con-
cerning the futurs may be tracel
back to the early cenfuries of our era.
One, with Augustine at the head, con.
demns the vast tajority of mankind
to everlasting perdition. They were
precordained to never-ending torment,
“for the glory of tbe Creator.”” Re.
volting s this idea is, 1t formas the basis
for the orthodox view that still stands
in the olu ocreeds of tbhe world, with
varicus meodifications. It denies the
gaving power of God. It overesti.
mates the influence of the Evil one
and it perpetuates the notion of the

Greek Tartarus instead of the doctrines
of Christ. Anpother doctrine is that
all are to be restored after having been
sufticlently purifled. Origen ir Lhe
great expounder of this view, and his
ressoninge come much nearer the
truth. ‘Uhe third view looks upon im-
mortality ss a gift of God, bestowed

upon mMAD a8 ] reward for
his helief in Christ. According to
thise, the unbeliever has mnot the

immeortality which everinating toi-
meut presupposes. He is simpiy annt.
hilated Bs to his coneciousness. With
death bis fate is settlen. The advo-
cates of this doctrine clalm op their
gide Justin Martyr and Irepssas ani
also writers of such fame as Liocke and
Whateley.

‘To theose who are familiar with these
different attemptes at solving a great
problem snd the insurmoudtable difli-
cufties invoived in each, the clear
statemenis made by the inspired ser-
vants of God in this dispensation ought
to bring convictivn. Tue light thrown

on the subject in the Doetrine
and OCovensnis and the verbal
teachiugs of Joseph tbhe Prophet

and his successors ir, when contrasted
with the specuiations of the theo-
logiane, as the glorious rays of tne
mid-day sun compared to tbe Jim lum-
inations of tone early dawn. These
teachings coimnprise »li that is true ia
each system. They harmonize with
the doctrinee preacued by Jesus as ua-
derstood hy His Aposties nnd ex-
plaiced In their writinge, and prove
that the eame divine Bpirit inspired
tbem. Only by accepting them ls the

.veil drawn that hides the view of the

future. To him that helieves them,
deal b bas no sting, nor the grave any
victory, for ssthe mercy of God eu-
dureth for ever, it will follow His chil-
dren heyond the grave,in the Very
shadows of death.

TEMPLE LOT SUIL'T.

The following will be of interest to
many loca! readers,especially to Church
veterana of Missouri and Illincis days.
It is taken from The Saint’s Heraid,

the organ of the ‘‘Reorganized
Church,?’ pablished at Lamoni, lowa!

«fhe Tempie Lot cass was opened
in the Upited 3tates clrcuit couri at
Kaneas City, Missousi, February 7,
vefore Judge Philllps. The judge
directed counsel for complalnant and
respondents to file thelr evidence,
whioch e would go through at his
Jeisure. It ia not likely that a decision
wlill he reached for several months.
This we glean from a lengthy state-
ment of thu suit published in the
Kansas Qity Journai, of February 7.

«The Journa/ ariicle algo contains
these statements: —

“The main point at issuein the present
legal fight is the determination asto
which of the contending hranchea is the
rezl chureh, and upon that point alone
hinges the ownership of the property in
question.

The whole question hinges wuwpoD
whioh branch of the charch is the genu-
ine one. 'The lot is mow held by the
Hedrickite branch, and the Iowa, or

JTosephite, branch is sesking to get pos-
session of it. 'The question for Judge
Phillips to decide is which i3 the original
ohurch of the Latter-day Saints. 1he
antire day yesterday was dovoted (o
arguments of counsel in the case. It 18
not likely that a decision will he reached
for several monihs, for there are manly
intricate points to he weighed and
determined.”

THE FIRST Urad BOY.

When the NEws about ten days®
ago asked for jonformation &3 10 the

nsme of the first white male cbild
boru in Utah after the arrival of the
Pionpeers, it was in error in stating that
whereas Whitney’s History gave 08
date of the birth and the pame of [h®
first child—sa girl—it omitted BIY
mention of the firet boy. A corres-
pondent has since call:d our attentiol
tn Ehe mistake, and cites us to page €=
Val. I of \he History, where, in 090"
pection with a drametic Indian €%
perienceof one of the Pioneer women,
Harriet Page W heeler Yoang, apper®
the following footnote concerning DEF
huby: “Lorenzo Dow Youb#f,
juntor, born September 20th, 1847
__ the first white male child borD
in  Utab.” This would seem 0

he &n sauthentic statement, DO

only by reason of the fact that no earlier

date has been given as the hirth of 0¥

boy baby, but also hecause thers I8 on

record u poem audressed to the youné

picueer by ‘“‘Auny’ Eliza SBnow, who

bailed bim in appropriate terms ;’3

Utah’s yvoung prince, aud who could

goarcely nt that time have beeD mis-

tuken 1o the identity of the on® ens ,
titled to such distinotion.

In this same copoection we publieh
the following, oot 1batit controverts
the foregoing—:8 wili be seen bY %
comparison of the uates—but ht‘c““fe
it contsins Bn interesting item of D&
tory that may not be generally kooWo:

TAYLORSVILLE, Salt Lake County:
¢ Fehrmary 10, 158
Editor Deseret News: |

I eee in the NEws a question askig
who was tbe first son horn in Utal Ter-
ritory after the Mormon immigratioth
I have previously reported, hotb no
Bishop Whitney snd to Andrew Jensels
that William H. Harker, son ol JoseP
and Susannah Harker, was borl Setpé
lember 26, 1847, in Weher canyoD: *
o’clock in the morning. ) the

1 also built the first log cabin 00
west side of Jordan river, in NovemPer
1848. Please publish and ohlige,

JosgpH HAREEE it

From Brother Harker’s owD date ]s
wilt he seen that his son was 8iX d?,,
younger than ¢‘Uncie Lorenz".n‘k
Furthermore, we are 1nclined L& "-":]I
the question originally referred © 1g
to the first white male child hornin
the Valley—that ig, the final stoppmg
place of ths Pioneers and the follo¥®
immigration. There may, of M&Y 00 7
bhave heen boys born en route U“;BS:
the exodus, earlier than eitber of t bil
mentioned, but the hirth of pach t:-dly
uren, if there were any, would ha

he desmed ae answerivg oul 9‘:};‘:::
pondent’s query. Again, the giffer-

daries of Utah were immense1y
eni in those days to what tb
now; the Baints traveled map¥
days after entering the ‘verrito!
fore they reached their destin
here,

Summiog up, we are ac

ay BI
v{eﬂl'y
¥y be-
ation

cordin#ly



