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DEATH FORETOLD BY A CLOCK

we have not exactly a banshee
in our family who foretells by hr
wailing an approaching death
said a lady to a writer in the globe
democratDem craf recently but we have
had mysterious warning of such
given us time and time again by an
old clock which has been in our
family for the pstp years the
works were ruined by a shot fired
by a british soldier during the revo-
lutionarylutionary war at my great grand
father which shot passing entirely
through his body killed him in-
stantlyst and then broke the glass
door penetrating the works and
stopping them forever for though
innumerable attempts have been
made to repair them it seemed that
some unknown power kept the clock
silent except when death flapped
his black wings over the household
so it was banished to the garret

the first instance of its warning
was when my grandfather died he
hadbad been very allbut the physicians
had at last pronounced him out of
danger and his family were just
congratulating themselves on this
newsnewa when the loud tones of a clock
striking 12 slowly and solemnly
like the tolling orof a bell was heard
why what is that said my grand-

mother there was but one other
clock in the house which was in
full view so it was evident that it
was not that one it is my fathers
clock said her husband it has
struck the close of my day and be-
fore they could reach him liehe was
dead just as the last stroke died
away

this occurrence was repeated
when my grandmother herself lay
dying the old clock struck 12 just
as she drew her last breath and my
father at last believing that there
was something supernatural in the
affair had the old works removed
leaving only the hollow case but a
few years after when my brother
was brought home dangerously
wounded after the battle of ohanban

the long slow solemn
tones of the old clock were heard as
before and poor leons life went
out as they died on the air they
struck for my father and for my
little child who died last year the
clock warned nwnae too when my
sister died in japan I1 bad j got
a letter from her in which
she had spoken of fedelifeelingng
very well when I1 heard
the old clock which was in a re-
mote store room strike so rapidly
that the notes almost mingled and
then began slowly to strike another
twelve strokes my sister is dead
I1 said to my husband landand has died
very suddenly but who the other
strokes are for I1 cannot imaginedimagine
my husband tried to reasreasonn and
then to ridicule the idea but I1
mourned for my sister as earnestly
as though I1 had seen herbw die and
when as I1 knew I1 should I1 heard
the news of her sudden death I1
found it had taken place on the same
day audand at the same hour as that on
which the clock struck allowing for
the difference of time between ja-
panan and boston her baby a few
Lhoursours old died a few minutes after
the mother

SPREADING DISEASE IN BOOKS

we have onOD several occasions dis-
cussed the possibility of convey-
ing infection by means of books
lootlent out by circulating libraries
that disease may be thus conveyed
there can be no doubt though this
affords no real ground of objection
to the loan system ifordinary pre-
cautions4 be observed it is there-
fore the more satisfactory to note
that librarians on their part are notdot
inclined to neglect any due care in
this particular As an instance we
may now refer to the method pur-
sued at oueone public establishment
of this kind where lotslists of all the
infected houses in the surrounding
streets are received weekly the oc-
cupants of such houses if in receipt
of books are warned not to return
them until effectually infecteddisinfecteddis
no doubt the act for the notifica-
tion of infected diseases would afford
useful assistance to all such endeav-
ors on the part of librarians to avoid
any possible transfer of contagion
and they would do well to avail
themselves of its aid it should be
remembered however that it does
not cover every communicable dis-
ease measles being a noteworthy
exception in order to secure still
further the desired immunity it is
advisable that eaph borrower be re-
quired under suitable penalties to
guarantee the freedom of his house-
hold from infection at the time be-
ing to report immediately the ap-
pearancepearance of infectious disease and to
arrange for of books on
loan to him we would further sug-
gest that the work off be
carried out if possible at the library
building itstielfbelf its efficiency could
then be assured jevex

WOMEN AS pharmacists

I1 entered a drug store the other
day and a bright eyed intelligent
young woman came to wait upon
me I1 handed her a physicians
prescription and tolu the smile froze
on her pretty lips and a little wave
of perplexity succeeded it

III1 I er the prescription clerk is
notnat in at present 51 she said doubt-
fully if you are not in a
hurry

she hesitated and to relieve tierlier
evident embarrassment I1 replied
that I1 could waityou do not alpifill prescriptions
I1 asked carelessly

oh no she answered as em-
phatically ataf though I1 had asked her
if she ruled an empire 1 I have
been in the store three years and
understand everything else but I1
never handle the drugs

I1 cannot understand why more
women have not turned to the study
otof pharmacy it is an occupation
to which they seem particularly
adapted requiring steady habits
clear brains education self reliance
and a light delicate touch yet
when the principal of couch school
the other day announced to the
scholars that a certain young ladyady
was going to leave them to enter
the school of pharmacy many eyes
grew round with curiosity and
amazement

there seems to be a predisposition
in the minds of girls who are trying
to decide upon a career to eastcast
about for something easy some-
thing that may be eirnelleir ned quickly
and which will not have too much
responsibility about it I1 fear they
want something temporary a work
that will carry them along easily
until they can make a good mar-
riage and which may then be cast
aside like an old glove

now that girl bright and at-
tractive as she was will always be a
flat failure oneode who could be pos-
sessed of such natural and practical
advantages for learning and yet at
the end of three years not even
dream of handlingbandling the drugs has
not one of the qualities which con-
tribute to success five years hence
we will find her either married to
some harmless young man who
parts his hair in the middle and uses
white roserase on his handkerchief or
still contentedly selling pretty sun-
dries from the show cases andana not
bothering her headbead about the drugs

but girls to be a thoroughly com-
petent pharmacist and druggist lisis
something of which you may be
proud it means not only that
you have a fair education but also
that you have given some yearsmrs
at least to study and thought and
scientific experiment

but dont undertake pharmacy
with any uncertain half way no-
tions make up your mind that you
will wash bottles if necery when
you secure your first situation that
is no degradation you think noth-
ing of wasrashidihIDI dishes for your
mother

if you wish to undertake it there
are no obstacles in the road to asuc-
cessful and interesting work in phar-
macy that may notdot be rolled wideaside
hyby a girl whowiio is intelligent and self
reliant and who is willing to study
and to work jabua Bigbingimongimon in
west shore

THE population OF AFRICA

and under the namedame of the inde-
pendent state of congo its govern-
ment was organized after the most
aDapprovedproved methods of belgian ad-
ministration and it entered fully
equipped into the family of nations
there is within its area which as
said is thirty three times thatthai of
belgium a population of whites
about one half state officials and
employedemp loyes and the estimated num-
ber of natives within its borders Isie
about and in the whole
congo basin is estimated ataat a out

africa is about three times the
area of europe or square
miles and some writers estimate it
to contain about an equal popula-
tion souls the enorm-
ousou tradestrade developing there comes
mainly from the narrow selvage
which separates the mountains from
the sea it is a great basin com-
posed of plateaus gradually ascend-
ing to feet at some of the cen-
tral lakes it has four great river
systems on the west the congo sec-
ond only to the amazon in the vol-
ume of its waters and the niger
on the north the nile on the east


