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DEATH FORETOLD BY A CLOCK.

“We have not exactly a banshee
fo our mmiiy, aho foretelis by her
wailing au approaching death,”
said a lady to a writer in the Gfode-
Democratl recently, ““but we have
had mysterious warning of svch
given us time and time agrin by nn
old clock which has been in our
family for the pist 120 years. The
works were tuined by a shot fired
by a British soldier during the revo-
lutionary war at oy great-grand-
futher, which shot, passing entirely
through his body, killed him in-
stantly, and then broke the gluss
door, penetrating the works und
stopping them forever; for though
inpumerable nttempts have been
m#ie to repair them, it seemed that
some unknown power kept the clock
sileut except when death flapped
his blnck wings over the household;
80 it was banished fo the gurret.

*“The first instance of its warnlng
was when my graudfather died. He
had hweun very iif,but the physicians
Wad ut Jast pronounced him out of
‘uanger, and his family were just
congratulating themselves on this
news when the loud tones of a clock
striking 12, slowly and solemnly.
like the tolling o/ a bell, was heurd.
‘Why, what is that?’said my grand-
‘mother. There was but one uther
clock in the house, which wasn
full view, so it was evident that it
was not that one. fIt i3 my father’a
clock,’ said her husband.
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SPREADING DISEASE IN BOOKS.

We have on several occaslons Jis-
Lcussed the possibility of convey-
ing infection by meaus of books
leat out by circulatiug libraries.
That dizease may be thus conveyed
there can be no doubt, though thia
affords no real. ground of objection
to the loan system ifordinary pre-
rautions be observed. [t is, there-
fore, the more satisfuctory to note
that librarians on their part nre not
inclined to neglect any due care in
this particular. Asan instance we
may now refer to the method pur-
sued at oune public establishment
of this kind where lists of all the
infected houses in the surrounding
streets are received weekly. The oc-
cupants of such houses, if in receipt
of books, are wurned pot to return
them until effectually disinfected.
No doubt the nct for the notifica-
tion of infected diseascs would aftord
useful assistance to all sauch endeav-
ors on the part of litrarians to avoid

any posaible transfer of contagion,
and they would do well to avail
themselves of ifa afd. [t should be
remtembered, however, that it does
not cover every communicable dis-
ease, measles leing A noteworthy
exception. 1In order to secure stiil
further the desired 'mmuanlty, it Is
advisable that each borrower be re-
quired, nnder suitable penalties, to
guarantee the freedom of his house-
| bold from iufection at the time be-

‘It has'ing, to report immedintely the ap-

struck the closs of my day;’ and be- | pearance of infectious disease, and to
fore they could reach him he was |arrange for dicinfection of books on

dead, just as the laststroke died
AWny.

“This occurrence wag repeated
when my grandmother herself lay
dying. The old cloek struck 12 just
a8 she drew her Iast breath, aud my
father, at last, believing that there
was something supernatural in the
affair, had the old works removed,
feaving only the hollow cnse; but a
few years after, when my i)rother
was brought . home dangerously
wounded nfter the battle of (Chan-
cellorsville, the long, slow, solemn
tones of the old clock were heard as
before, and pour Leown?s life went
out as they died on the air. They
struck for my father and for my
little child, who died last yeur. The
clock warbed me, too, when my
sister died in Japan. { had just got
iu  which

a letter from her,
she had spoken of feeling
very well, when I heunrd

the old clock, which was Ina re-
mote store room, strike so rapidly
that the potes almost mingled, aud
then began slowly to atrike another
twelve strokea. ‘My dister is dead,’
I said to my husband, ‘and has died
very suddenly, but who the uther
strokes are for I cannot imagine.’
My husband tried to reas)n and
then to ridicule the idea, but I
mourned for my sister as sarnestly
88 though 1 had seen her die, and
when, as | knew I should, T heard
the news of her sudden death, I
found it had taken place outhe same
day and at the same hour as that on
which the clock struck, allowiog flor
the difference of time between Ja-
an and Boston. Her baby, a few

ours old, died a few minutes after
the mother.*?

loan to him. We would further sug-
gest that the work ef disinfection tw
carried out if posaible at the library
building itself. [ts efficieney could
then be assured.—fx.

WOMEN AS PHARMACISTS.

{ entered a drug store the other
day, and a bright-eyed, intelligent
youpg woman came to wait upon
me. [ handed her a physician’s
prescription, and Io! Lthe smile froze
on her preity lips, and b little wave
of perplexity succeeded it.

“[—er—the preseription clerk js
net in at present,” she said doubt-
fully. ¢If you are mnot in a
hurry??—

She hesitated, and to relieve her
evident embarrassment I replied
that I could wait.

*“You do not ‘fill* prescriptions}”
I asked, enrelessly.

#QOh, no,’’ she answered, as em-
hatically af though I had asked her
f she ruled no emplre. “I have

been in the store three years and
understanil everything else, but I
never hapdle the drugs.”’

I cannot understand why meore
women have not turoed o the study
of pharmnecy. It is an occupation
to which they sevcm particularly
adapted, requiring stendy babits,
<ciear brains, erueation, seif-reliance
and a light. delicate touch. Yet,
when the principal of Couch school
the ottier day anpounced to the
scholars that a certain young lady
whe going to leave them to enter
the school of pharmney many eyes
grew round with curiosity and

amazement.

There aeeins to be a predisposition
in the minds of gitls who are trying
to decide upon a ‘‘vareer? to cast
about for something easy; some-
thing that may be Jearned quickly,
and which will unt have too much
responsibility about 1t.
want something temporary—a work
that will carry them salong easily
until they can make a good mar-
riage, and which may then be cast
aside like an nld glove.

Now, that girl, bright and at-
tractive asshe was, will ilways be a
flat railure. One who could be pos-
sesged of such natural and practical
advantages for learning, and yet, at
the end of three years, not even
drenm of “handling the drugs,’’ has
not one of the qualities which con-
tribute to success., Five years hence
we will find her either married to
some harmless young man who
parts his hair in the middle and uses
white rese on his handkerchief, or
still contentedly selling pretty sun-
dries trom the show cases, and oot
bothering her head about the drugs.

But girls, {o be n thoroughly com-
petent pharmacist and Jruggist, |is

I feur they

R

something -of which you may be |

proud. It means not only that
you have a fair edueation, but also
that you have given some years,
at least, to study and thought and
scientific experiment.

But don’t ‘ondertake pharmacy

with any uncertain, hall way no-

tions. Make np your mind that you
will wash bottles if necessary, when
you secure your first situation, that
is no degradation. Youthink noth-
ing of washing dishes for
mother.

your

If you wish to undertake it, there
ate no obatacles in the road to asuc-

censful and interesting work io phar-
macy that may not be rolled aside
by a girl whio is intelligent anid self
reliant, and who is willing to study
and to work.—Ella Higginson in
West Shore.

THE POPULATION OF AFRICA.

And under the name of the I nde-
pendent State of Covgo its govern-
ment was organized after the moat
approved methods of Belgian ad-
minigtrafion, and it entered fully
equipped into the family of nations.
There is within its area which, as
said, is thirty-three times that of
Belgium, a population of 450 whites,
about one-half Biate officials and
employes, and the estimated num-
ber of natives within its borders is
about 40,000,000; and
Congo basin is vstimated at a out
501,000,060 :

Africa is about three times the
nrea of Kurope, or 12.000,000 square

miles, and some writers estimate it

to contain about an eqlt‘ml popula-
tion—325,000,000 souls. The enorm-
ous trade developing there comes
mainly from the narrow selvage
w hich separates the mountaina from
thesen. It is a great basin com-

posed of plateaus, gradually ascend- .

ing to 7000 feet at some of the cen-
tral lakea, Tt has four great river
systems: on the west the Congo, sec-
ond only to the Amazon in the vol-
ume of ite waters, and the Niger;
on the north the Nile, on the eas
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