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and as innumerable as the sand upon
the sea shore and that in him and his
posterity all the nations of the earth
should be blessed it seemed to be the
greatest gift that god could pronounce
upona him at aanyny rate I1 do not read of
anything that he puts ahead of this
david also though a transgressor in the
matter of uriah the hittite and though
deprived of many of his blessinblessingsgs be-
cause of this great sin yet the Llordord had
promised him that he would build him a
sure house and if you will read the his-
tory of the dynasty you will see how re-
markablymar kably god fulfilled his word in that
regard and how he preserved his seed
notwithstanding they were wicked men
nehe preserved them he said that he
hadbad made promises to his servant david
which he would fuinifulci and I1 have no
doubt that in these days when the time
shall come the seed of david will be
found upon the earth just as the lord
said it should be you remember an-
other instance inin the case of the family of

the son of rechah they had
been commanded of their father that they
should not drink wine nor strong drink
and because of their faithfulness to this
command the lord declared that
the son of rechah should never be with-
out a man to stand before him as longas
the earth should stand I1 believe the
lord gave this as a great promise be-
cause of the faithfulness of the children
in obeying their father and the zeal of the
father in giving the command to the
children it is a great promise and I1

haveI1 no doubt myself although that
camifamily is not distinguished now among
the miliesfamilies of men that the time will
comecom when descendants of that family
will be known upon the earth for the
lordslords word has gone forth concertinconconcerningcernin9
it and that word cannot fail

1

I bring these illustrations forward to
show you how important it was in the
estimation of the ancients that they should
have posterity upon the earth who would
be faithful to god we are on the eve of
the great millennium I1 have alluded to
these great discoveries these super-
natural powers they may be called that
are brought to light I1 believe they are
to prepare the earth for the coming of
the lord and for the millennial glory
that god has foretold through his ser-
vants the prophets for miracles are
being wrought now men do not give
the ggloryory to god but the powers that
they are developing are godlike and
miraculous A few generations ago it
would have been thought nothing short
of godlike power to do what scientific
men are doing now everyday and it
will be more so the powers that have
been hidden and that are in the keeping
of the almighty will be brought to light
to prepare the earth and its inhabitants
forthe great events of the last days and
for the ushering in of that millennium of
which the propprophetsbets and apostles have
spokenken god help us to prepare for
this glorious event that we may share in
the triumph of truth and righteousness in
the earth and our children with us is my
prayer in the name of jesusesus christ
amen
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and by it were sent out the orders from
president lincoln and secretary stanton
to the generals commanding the most
expert operators in the military telegraph
corps were detailed for the war officoffice
general anson stager who had been
superintendent of the western union
telegraph was the head and next to
him was general thomas T eckert
wwhoho is now the manager of the western
union telegraph lines general eckert
sustained the closest of relations to
president lincoln and lincoln used to
chat by the hour with him in the tele-
graph office eckert was also a good
story teller and some of the best of
Lincolns stories were uttered while the
operators were clicking out messages of
war under these chiefs there were a
number of very fast te eg raphers among
the brightest whom was edward
rosewater now proprietor of the omaha
bee during the war mr rosewater
was for a time a telegrapher in the field
after the second battle of bull run he
was drought to washington to act as
one of the confidential operators of thetha
war department during his stay in
washington he kept a diary and he has
a number of most interesting stories of
his experiences of the incidents of that
time which have never been given to the
pubpubliclic I1 chatted with hhimim the other
night about the telegraph office of the
war departmentdepariment said he

the war department during the time
of president lincoln was in the old war
department building this was a three
story structure just above the white
house the telegraph office adjoined
theth office of secretary stanton it con-
sisted of two rooms one of which was
devoted to the preparation and decipher-
ing of cipher messages and another the
operating room properprop er which also con-
tained the war department library in
the cipher room sat general stager
general eckert and two cipher opera-
tors the operating room contained ten
marble tables upon each of which was
a telegraphic instrument of the latest
pattern we had you know the finest
machinery known at that time and the
operators had to be fine penmen and
one otof the requirements of the position
was to be able to write out in legible
hand with ink the dispatches as rapidly
as they came from the wires this is
done by many operators today it was
not so common then 12

who organized our war telegraph
mr Roerosewaterwater I1 asked

general anson stager and general
eckert was the reply general stager
was you know superintendent of the
western union telegraph before the war
began he was called to washington
to take charge otof the telegraph system
and organize a military telegraph thefirst wire built was that which ran from
the war department to the navy yard

then a system of communication was
made with the camps lying within ten
or twelve miles of the whiteahilte house and
the capitol building was connected with
the navy department by a loop the
lines were soon extended to the chain
bridge then over into virginia and
finally they had direct communication
with all parts of the country general
stager originated the cipher code used
in the department he was an expert
opoperator himself and one time when
riding on the Pittspittsburglurg fort wayne I1

chicago road the train broke down with-
in ninenine miles of any telegraph office
general stager cut the wires and by
holding abne above and one below his
tongue was able to receive the messages
by watching its movements caused by
the electric shocks passing through it
by this means be received a reply that
another engine would be sent to him at
once general eckert was also an ex-
pert telegrapher his relations with
president lincoln were very close and
he can I1 venture tell more good stories
ptot lincoln than any other man now liv-
ing president lincoln often came into
thehe telegraph office he generally came
inin early in the morning and he often re-
mained in the office at night when
serious operations were going on in the
field

what were your arrangements for
delivering messages at night mr rose-
water

there was as a rule not a great
deal of work to be done at night re-
plied mr rosewater though at times
the wires were kept hot during a
great part of 18931 was the night chietchief of
the office I1 had in the corridor outside
the operating rooms a half dozen cavalry
men who were on hand to carry such
dispatches as were important I1 remem-
ber once during the winter of 1863 thata telegram came urging that reinforce
ments be sent at once to columbus
kentucky this was then a very im-
portant military point and the rebels
were moving upon it in large force and
the unionunion general commanding had inthis dispatch asked for reinforcementsthe message came to me between mid
night and i a m I1 banded it over to
one of the orderlies and told him t

it at once to beneralgeneral halleck I1
expected very naturally a prompt order
from halleck as to the reinforcementsan hour passed by nothing came A
second hour went by and still no orderI1 was anxious for I1 feared that the wiresmight be cut or broken before morningand in this case no relief could be gotten
to our forces at columbus I1 remained
on duty all night but no message came
from halleck between seven and eight

in the morning I1 went out torformy breakfast and upon returning foundthat general halleck had not yet ordered reinforcements I1 asked the orderlyif he had delivered the message and if
so why he had not brought an answerhe replied that general Hhalleckalleck had
biveniven directions that he was never to be

is urbed after midnight this state


