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draped pictures and statuary to absurd
lengths, but it is to be hoped that some
good will arlse from the efforts
that are belng made to guard the
public against the rush of the tide
of immorality, which is greatly ae-
celerated by the prostitution of art
to the depraved tastes of the licen-
tious.

‘While they are about it, witl not the
reformers in this line carry their war-
fare a little further, and arouse public
sentiment, if not legislative action,
against the vile carieatures of public
men which appear in so many other-
wiee respectable papers as portraiia of
living or recently deceased celebrities?
Most of them are not only dreadful
botches, offensive to the eye and horri-
fying to the cultured mind, but actual
libels upon the persons whom they
are aupposed to represent.

It the letter press descriptions
and biographiecal gketches  of
noted men and women that ap-

pear in the papers of this country-
are ne more reliable than the wood-
cut likenesses that accompany them,
they are utterly worthless to the public
and ecandaloud to the individuals so
grossly misrepresented.

The nude In Art may have some
reasons for its support, when beauty
and not brutality is the motive for its
production; but these rude burlesques
of the human countenance that offend
good faste, deceive the publie and libel
the subject, are beyond apology and fit
only for the fire.

AGAINST THE SPRINKLING TaX,

THE Clty Council have made an or-
der declaring a large portion of the
city one sprinkling distriet, and mak-
ing the assessment ten cents per front-
age foot, whether the property be situ-
ated on Tenth East street, Fifth West
atreet, or on Main street. The injustice
of the uniform assessment, when com-
pared with the benefits derived in dif-
ferent parts of the city, is apparent at a
glance. A protest is being generally
signed by the taxpayers inthe outlying
sections, It should be presented to the
City Council tomorrow evening. We
would suggest that those who have not
already signed the protest do so not
later than Tuesday morning. Woe be.
lieve the paper can be found atthe
atores and some other convenient
places. If a majority of the frontage
taxpayers protest, then the scheme will
be killed, otherwise those liable to be
affected by the injustice will have to
pay the tax or contest its collection in
the courts. Protestation is the cheaper
method.

Last season there were numbers of
property owners who objected to the

tax prevailing then as tco high; others
complained that they were served with
agsessment notices while the sprinklers
had never appeared on the streets on
which their premises fronted; still
another class, composed of people re-
piding in the outlying localities, in-
pisted that aprinkling was of no prac-
tical use to them and they did not de-
nire it.

In answer to these ohjections, the
couneil propose, this season, to increase
the area of the sprinkling district and
raisethe tax to a higher figure. This
kind of relief shows that when the
children of the gity fathers ask them
for bread they give them a stone; when
hey ask for a fish they give them a
snake. Bign and send in the protest
againgt the rajsing and unjust appliea-
tion of the sprinkling tax.

STARTLING NEWS.

THE latest news from Kurope je of a
startling charagter. War appears to
be imminent. This ought to be no
surprise to the reading public. The
indications of an approaching con.
flict have been made very plain
through the press for seme time.
There has been a feeling of uneasinegs
among all the European npations,
Preparations for a gigantic struggle
have been in progress for months. It
was hoped that the very magnitude of
the standing armies, and the vasat
volume of the munitions of war, would
have the effect of preventing the col-
lislon for which they were made ready.
But it looks now a8 though those prepa-
rations have not been in vain and that
very soon the continent of Europe will
be shaken with the rear of battle and
its soil be soaked in blood. The immi-
nence of the catastrophe, therefore, ia
pregnant with alarm, notwithstanding
the world-wide expectancy.

The attitude of Turkey towards Rus-
ain  proclalms support from Great
Britain and a dlaposition to resort to
arms. That Russin is ready and
eager for the fray is not to be doubted
The traditions of that power point
to the extension of Muscovite dominion
toward the Bouth and the East. Eng-
land is interested in preventing this
accomplishment of Russian ambition.
With theabsorption or destruction of
Turkey, the path of the Great Bear to-
ward the Orient would be cleared, and
English rule and possessions in Indin
would be in mortal danger. The Brit-
ish Lion will stand unflinchingly in
the way of this movement.

How many oi the Great Powers are
secretly behind this quarrel between
Rugsla and Turkey is at present a mat-
terof douht. But with the firing of
the first gune the mystery will be
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cleared. England will spring to the
front and her allies will soon show
tbemsel¥es, while the supporters of'
Russia will take their places and the
gigantic struggle predicted and dreaded
for years will cause the very earth to
tremble with its force.

It is barely possible that a peace will
yet be patched up and the impending
dangers be again postponed. But it’
looks as if the greatest conflict of the
century was sbout to commence, and
all the horrors of awful war were soon
to be poured out upon the nations of
Europe.

If the Unlited Btates ean remain.
neutral during the mighty struggle, it
will be marveious. The Iialian im-
broglio is not yet settled. Italy swould
not have been so bold and imperative
without powerful backing, and Uncle
Sam will have to make some sagacious
planning if he contrives to do nothing
more than make money out of the;
quarrels of the O1d World.

It is a momentous time. A few
hours at most will probably end the
suspense. And whether peace shall
be breathed agsain upon the troubled
pulitical waters, or the shriek of the
war eagles shall resound throughout
the earth, may be decided before an-
other day shall dawn upon the expect-
ant world.

THE “ANTICIPATORS.”

A NEW religious sect has been formed
in Pike county, Pennsylvania. Its
founder Is a man named Zachariah
Myers, & farmer, who olaims to have
received a divine manifestation while
he wns plowing in his fleld. He says
a volce spoke to him from acloud as
followsa:

“Before the century closea the world
will end and man ghall be no more. Go
tell thy peaple to prepare. Tell them not
to wait an hour., There must be ever-
lasting praver. The world is wicked:!
it is recking in its own corruption. There
must be an end fo all soon.”

Myers told his neighbors, who were’
greatly impressed, and he organized)
them into a congregation and com-
menced fo preach and publish his
religious views. Circulars are being
gent to ministers and people of various
denomlinations warning them of the
approaching catastrophe. Those who
receive his messageand Join his society
are called ¢ A nticipatora.”” They have;
no particular cerernonial, but devotef
two hours each day to prayer fur aal-
vation when the destruction of the
world shall come. The first sign of the
end, so Myers says, will be the falling
from heaven of a great ball of fire.
Then wilk follow the general conflagra-
tion and the dirsolution of the ele-
ments.



