THE DESERET WEERLY.

2G5

age that Victorla was when crowned.
(ireat preparations are being made for
the 6th of next month, although the
princess attains the requisite regal age
— eighteen years—on the 3ist of this
th.
m%llhelm[na 1a spoken of as a very
capable young woman, with & mind of
her own. She ls fair-haired, well-ap-
pearing, womanly and gentle in her
manner and possessing already many
of the elements of popularity. A short
time ago the royal match-makers en-
Aeavored to bring about an engagement
between s her and her cousin, Prince
Rernhard, of Saxe-Weimar, but she
soon gave them to understand that
that was a matter In which she was
somewhat concerned and would exer-
cise her own preferences regarding. it.
She declared that under no circum-
stances wouid sh.e marry her (‘:]gusln
because he was ‘not handsome'” and
<ipot sensible.” In additdon to thls, she
nay be attended to some extent by that
(alleged) female weakness of counting
up the prospective galn In a transac-
tion which In guch ¢ases {8 more busi-
ness-llke than heartfelt, and the show-
ing was not gatiafactory. The prince
could by no means advance her titu-
jar dignity, as on her succession to the
throne she Wil be as high as she ean
get In that line. Notwithstanding her
apparent waywardness and independ-
ence of action, she i8 known to be
approachable and affable to a degree.
““The new queen wlll not only be In-
vested with a great title but with a
waalth of costly jewels and other
frapplngs indicative of lavish expendl-
ture, It Is stated that among .the col-
jection will be some of the finest gems
in the world. Of course, these are and
will remaln the property of the state,
but they will be in her possession to
be used at sueh times and manner as
phe sees fit, and what more ¢ould she
do If they were her personal helong-
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m%\‘;l'lh'elmlna i{s now with her mother
at The Hague, where her birthday wiil
be quietly celebrated. On the Sth they
will proceed to Amnsterdam, where next
day she will be ushered to the throne
mand proclaimed gueen of the realm with
-great formality. The following is the
oath of office which she will take:
] swear to the Dutch people that I
.svill observe and always malintain the
constitution. I swear that I will defend
and guard with all my power the in-
dependence and the territory of the em-
pire, that I wlll protect publle and pri-
vate llberty and the rlghta of all my
subjects, and that I will use every
means conflded to me by the law to
~foater and uphold the natlonal and In-
Alvidual well-belng, as a good queen
should do. And may God help me.
- gt is sald of her that she has re-
“ecalved all the tralning that an ordinary
Putch housewlfe should have. In her
more youthful days she had a 1lttle
‘house properly equipped, in which she
acquired and discharged all the func-
tlons of & housekeeper. Notwlthstand-
jng all this, which may be a very
handy thing to have in possesslon
some time and can scarcely ever be
detrimental, she 13 reported to have
made a vow not to put it to its fullest
gse under any circumstances—she will
not have a husband at all. “T will néver
rry.” she Is reported to have sald;
&7 will reign alone llke Elizabeth of
“England.” As Wilhelmlna s very
“young, she has ample time to get over
.a]t that. Let us hope she will,

CAPTAIN J. W. YOUNG.

For some time past statements have
been made In the daily papers con-
cérnlng the alleged “serious condition

of things” in the Utah troop of rough
ridera under Col. Torrey, alt on account
of diesatisfaction—it ls said—with Cap-

'tain J. Wash Young. The readers of
,the “News"” will be pleased to learn
from a letter from Major J. G. Har-
bord, published in the Tribune and -re-
produced 1n the “News,’” that the nt-
tacks made on the captaln are by sn-
perior officers considered unjustifiable.
. Captaln Young, the major says, is re-
garded as an offlcer whose eilficiency
grows day by day and who tries hard to
do his duty and do It ag well as any one
in the regiment to which he belongs.
‘It the rumors previously circulated
have caused doubts as to the standing
of the captain, these should be removed
by the communication from the major.

It [s a matter In which the general
Jpublic is interested to a large extent,
for no right-minded Utah citizen can
entertaln any other desire with regard
to the patriotic feliow-eltizens that
have gone to the front in a time of
danger, than to hear the very best re-
porta of them hoth as to moral conduct
and efficlency In the performance of
their military duties. Utah's ambition
naturally 1s to sce her sons in the front
ranks.

Private letters from the
roborate the statements by Major Har-
bord regarding Captain Young., They
represent him as working consclent!-
ously and 1ndu§triously and with much
success. It {s admlitted that he has
opposition, but the latter is not of a
serlous nature. It will be understood
by considering the facts. In a tele-
gram concerning the matter It was
stated that four non-commissioned of-
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ficers and ten enlisted men
application for transfer from the troop,
and the cause assigned by the appll-
cants—so the digpatch alleges—was
“general dlsaatisfaction with the cap-
taincy of J. Wash Young.”

To this Major Harbord replies:

“I saw each of the applications re-
ferred to,and not one of them contalned
any reason as alleged.”

The reader will from this be able to
Judge for himself.

DEAD TO THE WORLD,

Thirteen months agn three men—
Andree, Franckel and Strindberg—
left the island of Spitzbergen, some

dlstance off the northern coast of Nor-
way, In a balloon headed for the north-
ern end of the earth's axls. They had
previcusly prepared for the journey at
Tromasoe, a mnortherly Norwegian
town and embarked thence to the
polnt of actual starting. The balloon
was a sirong, commodlous one, well
equipped in all respects and having
some Ingenious devices looking to the
welfare and comfort of its occupants,
it being made as convenlent In all re-
spects as was possible withln so narrow
8 compasgs. Food was taken along suff-
clent to last the party four months, in
addition to which they had Improved
fire-arms, flshing apparatus, etec., by
means of which it was expecied to re-
Inforce their stock of provisions In-
definitely., Al! Dbelng In readiness
Andree swung lightly into the basket,
calllng out to the others as he dld so
to get on board, which they immedlate-
1y did, when the ropes were cut and
the gerlal craft mounted majestically
aloft and swept along toward the
point of destination. The shouts re-
turped by the men to the cheers of the
populace became falnter and fainter,
and finally were lost upon the Inter-
vening space, while the balloon grew
dimmer and more obscure until it ha.
came & mere speck upon the horizon
and was then blotted out—forever, as
it now appears.

No word, no sign has ever come from
the daring explgrers since that diy.
They took ecarrier pigeons and many
clalms have been made to having re-
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celved mlsslves by such means, but
none of them has been authentlcated.
An exhausted pigeon was captured in
this vielnity recently, with a silver
ring marked with the letter A" at-
tached to it; but It is quite improba-
ble if npot Impossible that any bird
could have made such a flicht as
would be one from the Polar regions
to Ttah. At least one expedition has
gone In search and sclentific circles
heve given the matter their most seri-
ous consideration in the hope of
discovering some means by which the
men or their bodies could be recovered,
or at least ascertaining the means by
which they met destruction, but all
apparently to no purpose, and after so
long a time it {8 quite unreasonable to
suppose that they or elther of them
will ever be seen again alive or dead.

What an insatiable Moloch the
North Pole is! Like the slren of the
3ea |t 13 ever luring the infatuated pur-
suer on to his ruln. There seems to be
something irresisiibly fascinating to the
Inquiring, phllosophical, determlined,
adventurous mind in the very dreari-
ness of the regions of eternal fce, while
the rigors and hardships, the perils,
pains and discomforts, the tracklesa,
Umitless wastes and impassable bar-
riers of frozen crystal all give {forth
thelr mute warnings In vain. There is
a place beyond all these discourage-
ments known to seience as the one
where all the lines of longitude con-
verge 'In a common polint, to attain
which and move one step in any direc-
tlon is to go south, where the needie of
the compass would point downward and
where the fickering ravs of far-dls-
tant Polaris descend almost vertlcally
—and to this point all energies are
directed, all this side of 1t is ignored=-
untll encountered.

To the long roll of victims who went
ir: quest of this Ultima Thule the namea
and Strindberg
may now be added. Commencing in
1603 by Stephen Bennett, the expedi-
tlons in quest of the pple have contin-
ued irregularly down to the present
day, a period within which the names
of Hudson, Phipps, Cook, Franklin,
Kane, Melville, DeLong, Nansen, Peary
and many more flgure conspicuously.
Some of these and a thousand more un-
named never returned. What has the
world gained in lieu of all these sacri-
fiees? Some have penetrated nearer the
long sought-for reglon than others, but
not one has ever seen it and returned
with the Information acqulred; Indeed,
{t is highly questionable whether any
at all has ever been permitted to redt
his patural eyes upon the prohlbited
zone. Perhaps none ever may; but so
long ns it remains in {ts present posi-
tion and retains its exlsting conditions
it will be sought for, suffered for and
dled for—it Is apparently so natural for
man to yearn for the unattalnable,

e D el
A8 TO KISSING,

in a publlc assemblage the other day,
in New York, a young lady approached
Lieutenant Hobson and requested him

to kiss her. Of course the language was
not so direct as that, but it was direct
enough for him to understand and he
unhesitatlngly complled. Very few
men but what would have done so, no
doubt, 80 the hero-of the Merrimae in-
cldent drops out of ithe discussion and
the glr! becomes the subject of anim-
adverslon. .
Not a few condemn the proceeding
unstintedly mas being unwomanly and
even outrageous; others are more mod-
erate in thelr strictures, and a very
few oan—or sa¥ they can—see nothing
greatly out of the way in It at alL
Among the latter 1z the noted poetesa,
Ella Wheeler Wilcox, whos? breadils



