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UNWITTING WITNESSES.
VI,

Accorling to the Book of Mormon
the second race of people who scttled
upon the land of America were
calied Nephitea. They left the city
of Jerusalem B.C. 599, being the
firat year of the reign of Zedekinh,
king of Isrnel.

The colony comprised Lehi, a
patriarch of the lineage of Joseph,
who was sgold by his brethren; his
wife nnd six sons—Laman (ufter
whom the Lamanites were named),
Lemuel, 8am, Nephi (nfter whom
the Nephites were called), Jacob
and Joseph. After this family left
Jerugnlem they sojourued In the
wllderness for a considerable time,
and while there they were joined
by another Israclite named Ishmael,
his wife, three sops, aad flve
daughters. The father died before
the colouy atarted to erose the ocean,
and the sons of Lehi took the
daughters of lshmsel to wife
There war also a servaut of Lehi,
named Zoram, belonging also to
Jerusalem, who joined the company
in the desert, married one of Ish-
mael’s daughters, and emigrated
.with the colonists. This colony
constituted the original founders of
the second race, and were the abor-
Igines of the present Indian tribes
of the New World; the people of
Zarnhemla having become absorbed
into this race.

While Leh’s company tarried at
different points on their route from
Jerusalem to the place of embarkn-
tion, they employed the time, like
the Jaredites before them, n gather-
ing provisions, grain and -secds,
ship-building nud other necessary
preparations.

The course they took was “‘nearly
a south, southeast dircetion until
they came to the 19th degree north
latitude, then, nearly east of the
Sea of Arabia; then they sailed in n
southeast direction, and landed on
the continent of Americn, in Chili,
thirty degrees south Iatitude.’? See
Compendium, page 289.

Upon their arrival the colonists
commenced tilling the land, and
sowing the grain they hnd brought
with them, and were soon rewnrded
with abundant harvests. They
found ‘*bensts in the forvsts of every
kind, both the cow and the ox, and
the ass and the horse, and the goat,
and the wild goat, nud all manner
of wild animals, which were for the
use of man, And we did find all
mannper of ore, both of gold, and of
silver, and of copper.” Book of
Mormon, page 47.

The animals spoken of were im-
ported into the country by the first
colony, Book of Mormon, pages
572, 573 and 581.

Bhortly after their scttlement, and
spreading over the face of the Iand,
the Nephites discovered evidences
of a former numerous race having
previously occupied the country,
This discovery.which was asurprize
to the new settlers, was made hy
accident.

The first section settled by the
colony of Mulek wns enlled Zarahem-
In, which is aupposed to have been
north of the headwaters of the river
Magdelenn; its norithern boundary
being a few days’ journey south of
the Isthmus. About thirty years
affer the lnndiug of the Zarahemla
colony, Nephi had become a prom-
inent lender, and therehy exeited
the envy and tll-will of his older
brothers. In his record, Nephi de-
clares that ‘“‘their anger did increase
against me, insomuch that they did
seck to take awny my life.”” Page
70. In consequence of this ill-will
towards him, Nephi gathered to-
gether his family, and also Zoram
and his famBy, and Sam, Jacob,
and Joseph his brethren, and his
sisters, their families, and as many
others as would go, and departed
into the wilderness to seek a home
where they might dwell in peace.

The record says: ‘“After we had
Jjourneyed for the space of many
days, we did pitch our fonts. And
my people wanted that we should
call the name of this place Nephi,
And all those who were with me
did take upon them to call them-
sclves the people of Nephl.”?

*Thia land of Nephi issupposed,
says Prof. O. Pratt, ““to be in or
near Ecundor.”” This was the first
important division of I.ehi’s colony,
and these factions were never again
united.

Jacob, the brother of Nephi says:

““And it came to pass that Nephi
died. Now, the people which were
not Lamanites, were Nephites;
nevertheless, they were called Ne-
})hibes, Jacobites, Josephites, Zoram-
tes, Lamanites, Lemuelites, and
Ishmaelites. But I, Jacob, shall not
hereafter distinguish them by these
nantes, but I shall eall them Laman-

ites that seek to destroy the tpu:)ple
of Nephi; and those who are friend-

ly to Nephi, I shall call Nephites,
according to the reigns of the
kinge.’?  Puge 329.

We flnd that the colony had
spread now over a large area of
country. After Ilanding on the
Chillan const, they worled notth-
ward, toward the Isthmus. The
Nephites had dwelt in the land
of Neph! for nenrly 400 years,
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durlng which time they had many
wars with the Lamanites; “and
the more wicked part of the Ne-
phites were destroyed.”” Mosinh,
one of their prophets, was warned of
the Lord to flce out of the land of
Nephi; and a8 many ns were de-
sirous to escape the awful turmoil
and hloodshed, were invited to ac-
company him into the wilderness.
In thelr wanderings northward they
came to the section of country called
Zarahemla.

“Behold it came to puss that
Moslah discovered that the people of
Zarnhemla eame out from Jerusa-
lem, at the time that Zedekiah,
king of Juduh, was enrried awny
eaptive into Babylon.”> Page 156.

There is little known of this small
colony that left Jerusplem eleven
years after Lehi, Their present
lender was Znrnhemla) nfter whom
the country wns named. Their fore-
fathers journeyed in the wilderness,
crosscd the great waters, and had
dwelt in the land for nearly four
centuries, when Mosinh discovered
them. They had brought no records
with them, and, probably, had kept
none, a8 their lnnguage had become
corrupted. And after Mosiah had
been appointed their Ling, they
were taught the langunge of the
Nephites; and then Zarnhemla gave
a genenlogy of his fathers, ‘nccord-
ing to his memory.”” Whatever
their religion might have been when
they arrived, they now ‘‘denicd the
being of their Creator.”

These were the people whom
Coriantumr fell in with nafter the
complete annihilation of his people,
and with whom he dwelt ‘“for the
space of nine moons.”? Tt is probable
that Coriantumr died and wnas
Luried at the end of that time; for it
had been prophesied that if he would
not repent, the whole of his people
and also his houschold should be
destroyed; “and he should only live
to ree the fulfilling of the prophecies
which had been spoken concerning
auother people recciving the iand
for their inheritance; and Corinn-
tumr should recelve a burial by
them; and every soul should be
destroyed save it were Coriantumr.’’
Book of Mormon, page 602

The people continued to spread
both north and south, and from the
incidental discriptiou of the loenli-
ties they settled it is vasy to recog-
nize their ngreement with the locali-
ties in which have been discovered
the ruins and relics of just sucl
peoples, such customs, and such
events as the Book of Mormol
records reglster.

In North Ametica they oceupied
tracts “‘covered with Iarge bodies of



