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in use here are ten cencenisis twenty cents
fifty cents and one dollar pieces all
silver the animal kingdom of the
society islands is represented by horses
cattle sheep goals hogs dogs and
fowls etc most of these species were
originally imported by the whites

tahiti is bybv far the most important
island of the group it is about thirty
two miles long from northwest to south-
east and is an elongated range of01 high
land which being interrupted in one
papartrt forms an isthmus about three miles
wwideid which connects the two peninsu-
lasas from a low margin of sea coast
the land rises to a very considerable
height on both extremities of the island
when some highly fertile valleys intersect
the ranges at different parts the loffit
est mountain on the northern peninsula
is Orohena feet high the next
in point of elevation are pito hiti
feet and vaovai feet this last
named mountain is sometimes called the
diadem from these lofty peaks ridges
diverge to alla I1 parts otof thecoast they are
precipitous and generally narrow in
places a mere edge the island isis nearly
surrounded by an excellent broad road
called the broom road which over-
shadowed with trees affordaffords a delightful
means of visiting the different settlements
distributed around it the code otof laws
adopted by the pomares in early days

s the punishment for getting intoxicated
was making so many feet of this road
outside the low belt of land at the foot
of the mountains a coral reef encircles
the island at a distance of from one
fourth mile to three miles and within
this are several excellent harbors
tahiti is decidedly a beautiful island
and is sometimes called the eden of the

it is sufficiently high to lebe seen
at doity five miles distance at sea ap-
proachingproaching it from the northeast or south-
westwe it looks like two islands the low
connecting isthmus not being seen the
natives distinguish the two peninsulas of
which tahiti is composed by the names
otof or tahiti nui great
tahiti and Tiaraboo or pu or
tahiti lditi antlelittle tahiti united by the
isthmus

captain cook in his description
tahiti or Otaheite as he called itir on
the occasioniun of one of his visits says
Terperhapshaps there is scarcely a spot in the

universe that affords a more luxuriant
prospect than the southeast part of

A
W Otaheite the hills are high and steepy

and in many places craggy but they are
coat red to the veryy summits with trees
and shrubs in such a manner that the
spectator can scarcely help thinking that
the very rocks possess the property of
producing and supporting their verdant
clothingdotbing the flat land which bounds
those tillsbills toward the sea and the inter
jacent valleysvalles also teem with various
productions that grow with the most ex

vigor and at once fill the mind
otheof the beholder with the idea that no
place uuponon earth can outdo this inin the
strength audand beauty of vegetation na
tuteias been no less liberal inin distribut-
ing rivulets which are found in every
valley and as they approach the sea
oltenmen divide into two or three branches
fertilizing the flat lands through which
they run the habitations of the natives
are scattered without order upon these

T flats and many of themthein appearing to
wardswards the shore presented a delightful

escenejf scene viewed iromfrom our ships especial ly
as the sea within the reef which bounds
the coast is perfectly still and affords a

safe navigation at all times for the inhab-
itants who are often seen paddling in
their canoes indolently along in passing
from place to place or in going to fish
on viewing these charming scenes 1 I
have often regretted my inability to
transmit to those who have had no op-
portunityportpot unity of seeing them such a descrip-
tion as might in someforne measure convey
an impression similar to what must be
felt by every one who has been fortunate
enough to be on the spot

tahiti had inhabitants in 1892
of which resided in the city of
Pape eti the area of the island is

acres
moorea situated about nine miles

northwest of tahiti ranks as one of the
loveliest islands of the pacific and the
harbor of talu near pa pe toatdaii is one of
the best in the worldorld the water is so
deep close to shore that ships can be
tied to a tree on the land moorea is a
beautiful object as seen from tahiti and
its beauty is enhanced on a nearer ap-
proach its hills and mountains may
without any great stretch of imagina-
tion be converted into battlements
spires and cowets rising one above the
other their grey sides clothed here and
there with verdure which at a distance
resembles ivy of the richest hue moorea
has if possible a more broken surface
than tahiti and is more thrown up into
separate peaks its scenery is wild even
in comparison with that of tahiti and
particularly upon the shores where the
mountains rise precipitously from the
water to the height ot 2500 feet the
reef which surrounds the island is similar
to that of and has no soundings
immediately outside of it black cellu-
lar lava abounds and holes are found
in its shattered ridges among which is
the noted one through which the god
is said to have thrust his spear the in-
habitants of moorea reside upon the
shores and there are several large vil
lagesages on the south side of the island
by the census of 1892 the inhabitants
numbered 1407 coffee cotton sugar
and all other tropical plants succeed
well in moorea the island lies in a
tritriangularingullar shape of which the north side
which runs nearly due east and west is
about nine miles long the southeast
coast is nearly seven and the southwest
eight miles long its area is about 32

acres otof which are fitfi t forfok culti-
vation

mooreaMooreawaswas discovered by captain
wallis july 1767 and by him
named duke of york island

maifea or osnaburghOsnaburgh isislandlandisis the
easternmost of the society islands and
lies about sixtyi miles east of the east
end of tahiti or about one hundred
miles from papettePapeete the island is high
round and not more than seven miles in
its greatest extent its greatest elevation
is 1597 teerfeet and it is in latitude 1752
south longitude isa west its northnonh
side is remarkably steep the south
side where the declivity fromrom the hils is
more gradual is the chief place of resi-
dence of the natives but the north side
from the very summit down to the sea
isis so steep that it can afford no support
to the inhabitants the eastern part is
very pleasant cocoanutcocoanut and other fruit
abounding there were a number of
saints on this island at an early day but
none now as far as known

is a small low island or rather
a group of small low coral islets

I1

in a reef about thirty miles in birccircumfer-
ence

umfer
lying twenty four miles northnorth of

tahiti they formerly belonged toqueen of tahiti and were in-
habited by the poorer people who sub-
sisted on fish and the latter
still abound tahitian ladies of rank
made this place one of their favorite re-
sortssorts going there as they said to im-
prove their complexion by reposing
beneath the shade trees but more fre-
quentlyquent ly it is supposed to recover from
diseases brought about by licentious
habits

manumann or baiao iti formerly
also known as sir charles saunders is-
land is the shape of a foot hence one
of its names as baiao is foot in the
tahitian tongue and iti little this is-
land is composed of many little islands
which gradually have been joined to-
gether through the process of nature to
make one island which is about thirteen
miles in circumference its greatest
length from east to west iiss about six
miles in the center a hill about
feet high with a double peak rises but
the greater portion of this land is fertile
and ththe lowerelower ground abounds with co
chanut trees the hillsbills are wooded to the
summits and at a distance the island bar
much the appearappearanceatice of a ship under
failail the nnortheastorth east point is in latitude
1738 south longitude 15 33 west is
about fifty five miles west of fabits and
it has about inhabitants it was dis-
covered by captain wallis july 28 1767

babine woman is the
easternmost of the group which was
called the society islands by cook I1 who
discovered it in july 1769 it is situated
about ninety five miles northwest of
tahiti is about twenty miles in circum-
ference and is divided into two peninsu-
las called respectively huahinehuakine nui or
large and luahinehuahine iti or small A
strait with shallow water and less than a
mile wide separate the two islands
huahinehuakine has a very narrow strip of fer-
tile land near the shore and the moun-
tains which are not nearse high as tbthoseose
of tahiti more strongly indicate vol-
canic action and are in some parts
cultivated on each side of the narrow
strait separating the two islands the
rocks in many places riserise perpendicular
from the water harbor which
was visited by cook a number otof times
is situated on the northwest part of the
island it was here that he on his last
visit left the tahitian native who
hadbad attracted so much attention in eng-
land luahinehuahine formerly belonged to
tamateTamatvaa the king of Rai atea and was
given by him to his daughter king
pomares sister in law

elder noah rogers one of the first
latter day saint elders sent iromfrom nau

illinois to prepreachach the gospel to the
pacific islanders came to 1huakinehuahine in hisbis
calling as a missionary in the latter part
of 1844 but the people would nofranot re-
ceive him after being rescued from the
scilly island on the occasion of the
wrecking of the bark julia ann in 1855
elders john S eldredge and james
graham returning to america from
missions to australia spent about a
month at luahinehuahineHuahinebine waiting for the
schooner emma parker to get ready to
take them to the sandwich islands un-
doubtedly they did some preaching at
the time this was in january 1856

Rai atea or lies about
miles to the westward of huahinehuakine

and miles northwest of tahiti it is
about forty miles in circumference of a
mountainous character covered aituwi th
vegetation and but too well watered


