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THE DESERET WEEKLY
THE FIFTY FIRST CONGRESS

THE fifty first congress of the
united states will meet jp0 regular
session on monday december band
already the clans are beginning to
congregate and speculate upon what
will be done first the senate is
presumably always inhi a state of or-
ganization being a continuous body
but theleHouseth louse of representatives be-
comes completely non ed on the ath
of march of each oldodd numbered
year so that most of the planning
contriving and guessing are directed
toward it

the last house contained
members the democrats having an
average majority of about fifteen
the present body containscontalDs the
recent admissions of states in the
northwest having added five to the
list all of these being republicans
and giving that body a majority of
eight enough to work on and elect
officers with but notdot enough to rely
upon throughout the term or even
the present session as a thing fixed
and determined there have al-
ready been three deaths among the
members elect and the reaper never
forgets to thrust in his sickle one or
more times during a congress I1
besides one member stands a
fair chance of being chosen
a senator from iowa vice allison
but this unless the latter shouldshoula
from some cause step aside in the
meantime would not make a differ-
ence in the house as the member
would simply proceed from ththee
lower branch to the upper when the

4present term expires
besides all the conjectures the

republican preponderance is too
small to be relied upon for extreme
partisan measures or very obnoxious
preceproceedingsedings even if they should all
hold out in the flesh to the last for
two reasons there are several of
their number who are known to be
conservative and independent and
who would hardly follow the
party leaders in the roll call on such
measures for example as the en-
forcement and ku klux bills for the
south I1 anziand there are still more of
them who are already classed as
against the senate tariff bill the
substitute adopted by that body
for the mills bill of the last cengrcongress
which caused the longest debate and
longest session of any measure ever
introduced As the democrats will
go against it almost if not quite
unanimously the republican ma-
jority will be unable to puspass it or
any similar measure and this being
the great issue nowdow between the
parties the question of republican

supremacy for any other purpose
than organization and technical
party points may be considered as
practically a negation

then besides it should be con-
sidered that the minority abwalwaysays
has advantages which the majority
has not the former being always OROB

the offensive while the latter of
necessity is on the defensive the
last time the republicans had con-
trol of the house from 1881 to 1883

they had a largerarger majority than they
have now and party lines were
more distinctly and closely drawn
and yet they were tied up for
days at a time on obnoxious legisla-
tion through the strategy and skill-
ful leadership of the minority it
would stem therefore considered
from all points of view as if the
democrats occupied a moderately
advantageous position being pos-
sibly able to defeat objectionable
legislation while the responsibility
for everything naturally rests with
the other party besides they can
be quietly accumulating the mate-
rials i with which to go before the
country next fall when the fifty
second congress will be chosen and
getting themselves in trim for the
presidential race they will have
ample time and opportunities for
this as the drudgery of the term so

called will have to be performed by
those who are responsible for it

the political status of the senate
cannot yet be determined on ac-
count of the squabble in montana
the new state is18 reveling in the
luxury of two legislatures one
unanimously democratic the
other totally JRerepublicanpublican the
former claiming recognition by vir-
tue of certificates of election from
the county clerks under the terri-
torial law the latter because of cer-
tificates from board uun-
der

11

the new state law it is quite
probable that each of the bodies
will elect the two senators to which
the state is entitled but it is also
morally certain thathat governor
toole will commission those elected
by the democrats if these should
be admitted the republican majori-
ty in the senate would be four but
if the republicans should be seated
it would be eight otherwise six

the contest for the of
the house seems to have narrowed
down to three contestants thomas
BR reed of maine william mc-
kinley of ohio and joseph G
cannon of illinois the compli-
mentary nomination on the deniodemo-
cratic side will be likely to fall uupon
john G carlisle of kentuckyendue
speaker of the last hohousese and tthee
forty eighth and forty ninth aalso

AWAITING THE DECISION

THE proceedings in the john
moore naturalization case are coot
plated and in the hands of the
court the public await with deep
interest judge andersons deci-
sion

those who have perused the evi-
dence from an unbiased standpoint
cannot help being impressed with
the failure of the anti mormon
prosecution to prove anything to the
detriment of the community against
which their assault was directed
the evidence they produced waswap

voluminous ita distended propor-
tions being equaled only by ftpW
transparency it was snowed under
by the sterling facts produced by the
defdefenseeisse

the testimony was so completely
reviewed in the arguments that it
is unnecessary to analyze it further
than has already been done in these
columns the prosecution handled
what material they possessed with
considerable skill and adroit
not to say cunning but as grass
was short with them the at-
torneys on the side of the
defense had a splendid field mr
le grand young delivered an argu-
ment that does him great credit itt
was clear forcible independent anandd
logical throughout leaving theto
other side scarcely a footing on11

which to stand the argument of

mr thurman though comparative-
ly brief was of similar quality thetb
labors of mr james H moyle and
mr BR W young were confined to

the examination and they per-
formed that duty with commendable
ability

APROPOS to tbtheearticle of novem-
ber regarding the want of

professprofessionalional amenity exhibited to-
ward mr C W penrose by the
leading liberal organ in this
city we take pleasure in quoting
from the ogden union of last even-
ing referring to the imprison-
ment of the editor in chief of this
journal by judge anderson for con-

structivetive contempt the union says

brother penrose isIB entitled to a tffair
share of the sympathies of his fellow

jolljournalistsrealistsrnalists 11

one of the headings over the arti-
cle quoted read thus the court

shows no mercy

NEW yoYORK recently aboabolish11 sbed
the hand organ from the publow
streets but has reconsidered ituitss ao80

tion and will nowdow allow the rasprasping1119

sounds providedded they are for the
tapoor anisthis seems unnecessary

richach seldom require it


