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THE FIFTY-FIRST CONGRESS.

THE Fifty-first Congress of the
Uniterll States will meet in regular
session on Monday, December 2,and
already the clans are beginning to
congregate and speculate upon what
will be done first. The =enate is
presumbly always in a state of or-
ganization, being a contiuuous body,
but theHouse of Representatives be-
comes completely non est on the 4th
of March of each vid numbered
yeat, so that most of the planning,
contriving and guessing are directed
toward it.

The last MHouse contained 325
members, the Democrats haviug an
average majority of about fifteen.
The present body contains 330, the
recent admissions of States in the
Necrthweet haviag added five to the
list, all of these being Republicans
and giving that body & majority of
eight-—enough to work on and elect
officers with, but not enough to rely
upon throughout the term, or even
the present session as a thing fixed
and determined. There have al-
ready been three deatils among the
members elect, and the reaper never
forgets to thrust in his sickle one or
more times during a Congress;
besides, one member stands a
fair chance of being ohosen
a senator from lowa, vice Allison,
but this, unless the Iatter shoulu
from some cause step aside in the
meantime, would not moke a differ-
ence in the House as the member
would simply proceed from the
lower branch to the upper when the
present term expires. .

Besides all the conjectures, the
Republican preponderance is too
small to be relied upon for sxtreme
partisan measuresor very obnoxious
preeeedings even if they should all
hold vut in the flesh to the last. for
two reasons—there are several of
their number who are known $o be
conservative and independent, and
who would hardly follow the
party leaders in the roll call on such
measures, for example, as the en-
forcement and Ku Klux bills for the
Bouth; and there are still more of
them who are already classed as
against the BSenale tarift’ bill, the
substitute adopted by that body
for the Mills bill of the last Congress,
which eaused the longest debate and
longest session of any meusure ever
introduced. As the Democrats will
go against it almost if not quite
unanimously, the Republican ma-
jority will be unable o pags it or
any similar measure, and this being
the pgreat issue now betweén the
parties, the question of Republcan
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supremacy for any other purpose
than organization and technical
party poiuts may be considered as
practically a negation.

Then, besides, it should be con-
sidered that the minority nalways
has ad vantages which the majority
has not, the former being always on
the offensive while the latter of
necessity is on the defensive. The
Iagt time the Republicans had con-
trol of the House—from 1881 to 1883—
they liad a larger majority than they
have now and party lines were
more distinctly and closely drawn;
and yet they were “tied up” for
days at o time on obnoxious legisla-
tion through the strategy and skill-
ful leadership of the minority. Tt
would seem, therefore, considered
from all points of view, as if the
Democrats occupied a moderately
advantageous position—being pos-
sibly able to defeat objectionable
legislation while the responsibility
for everything naturally rests with
the other party. Besides, they can
be quietly accumulating the mate-
rinls with which to go before the
country next fall, when the Fifty-
second Congress will e choseu, and
getting themselves in trim for the
Presidential race. They will have
ample time and opportunities for
this, as the drudgery of the term, so
called, will have to be performed by
those who are respousible for it.

The pelitical status of the Senate
cannot yet be determined, on ac-
count of the squabble in Montana.
The new state is reveling in the
of two legislatures, one
unanimously Democratic, the
other  totally  Republican, the
former claiming recognition by wvir-
tue of certiticates of election from
the county clerks under the terri-
torial law, the latter because of cer-
tificates from thereturning board un-
der the new Btate law. It is quite
probable that each of the bhodies
will elect the two Benators to which
the Btate is entitled, but it is alse
morally certain that QGovernor
Toole wlll cornmission these elected
by the Democrats. If these should
be aumitted, the Republican majori-
ty in the Senate would be four, but
if the Republicans should be seated
it would be eight; otherwise, six.

The contest for the Bpeakership of
the House seems to have narrowed

down tuo three contestants—Thonias
B. Reed, of Maioe; William Mc-
Kinley, of Ohio, and Juseph G.
Cannou, of lllinois. Tiie compli-
mentary nomination on the Demo-
cratic side will be likely to fall upon
John . Carlisle, of Kentuchky,
Bpeaker of the last House and the
Forty-eighth and Forty-ninth also.
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AWAITING THE DECISION.

THE proceedings in the John
Moore naturalization case are com-
pleted and in the hands of the
court. The public await, with deep
interest, Judge Anderson’s Jecl-
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Those who have perused the evl
dence from an unbilased standpoint
eannot help Leing impressed with
the failure of the anti-*‘Mormon’’
prosecution to prove anything to the
detriment of the community against
which their assault was directed.
The evidence they produced was
voluminous, its distended propor-
tiong reing equaled only by its
transparency. 1t was snowed under
by the sterling facts produced by the
defense.

The testimony was so completely
reviewed in the arguments, that it
is unnecessary to analyze it further
than has already been done in these
columns. The prosecution handled
what material they possessed with
considerable skill and adroitness,
not to say cunning, but as grass
was short  with them, the ab-
torneys on the side of the
defense had a splendid field. Mr.
e Graud Young delivered an argii-
ment that does him great credit. [t
was clear, forcible, independent and
logical throughout, leaving the
other side scarcely a footing oo
which to stand. The argument of
Mr. Thurman, though comparative:-
ly brrief, wag of similar quality. The
labors of Mr. James H. Moyle and
Mr. R. W. Young were confined 0
the examination, and they pel-
formed that duty with commendable
ability.

APROPOS to thearticle of Novem-
ber 2lst, regarding the want of
professional amenity exhibited to-
ward Mr. C. W. Penrose by the
leading “Liberal” organ in thi8
city, we take pleasure in quoting
from the Ogden Urion of last evel-
ing. Referring to the imprison-
ment of the editor in chief of thi®
journal by Judge Anderson for con”
structive contempt, the Union says:

“Brother Penrose is entitled to & fair
share of the sympathies of his fellow-
jonrnalists.” ]

One of the headings over the artls
cle quoted read thus: The court
shows no mercy.”"

NEw YORK recently abolished
the hand organ from the publbf
streets, but has reconsidered its ac
tion and will now sllow the rasping
sounds provided they are for the¢

poor. This seems unnecessary; h®
rich seldom require it.




