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the czar’s Jomains much of the trade
of China, Japan and Corea,

Besides the flnancial view of the
matter, the construction of the road is
regarded by Rusain as of grent strate-
gle imnportaoce, and as Lhe czar de-
pends largely on the military puwer
this ie B leading incentive to building
the line. Another prominent object 18
the opening up of Siberia 1o settiement
by emnigration from Eurcpean Ruseia,

which is greatly overpopulated. Tiile
intter fact i» one of the chie
onuges whieb prompt the czar
in hia expulsion of the Jews.

Economlc conditiors require a reduc-
tion of populativn, and tbe Russian
ruler preters to expel what he locks
upun a8 the most objeotionable ¢lers of
bis people. Otbers thau Jews will
have tuo go 8uon, or & terrible
plague will uJo the work ol
depupuiation. To avert this, and to
retain tbe native Russiaos iu the
czar’s uomaias, tbe government ip
making thess great effyria to open and
develop Siberiu sp a bome for the excesn
of popuiation. It believes that Asiatic
Ruseia can be thus made a esurce of
revenue aud strengtbh insterd nf com-
slant expenses,

Mr. Galetzhl bas ajready completed
sbout 200 verets of bisn portion of the
contraot weat lrom Vladivostock, 401
versts more sare almost teady, and
anotber 400 are in course of construe-
tion. A verst, or Rustlun mile, 1
about two-tbirse o! a mile in this
country. There ate employed on the
eastern division about 10,000 Chiness
ani C reans, besides o army of cou-
victe and exiler, 1t s tou slow and
expeneive » procees (o sbhip materials
overland for the work, #0 Dow they are
pent from Europe acroea the Atlantic
and America to the Paoitic comst and
then to Viadivostcok.

1t may be learned frum thie grent
undeltaking tbat Russia [icese:ges a
gouuly share of what 18 locked uwon ue
the spirit of mouern enterprise. Great
chapges are gelog oo, nut unly fu the
more clvilized npattone, but even in
the domain of and througn the age oy
of the emperor of all the Rusvias, Auou
it ls not beyond the limit of poretbility
that by this means another balf cen-
tury may behold not aioue tbe dawn
of religious and political treedom in
the great Ruesinn empire,but the com-
plele ushering 1n of the glorlous day ot
liverty. Tbhiuges more strange triun
thie bave been Wwroughit 1o the affalrs
»of men and nDations.
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SPAIN'S TROUBLES.

The kingdom of Bpain is one that
we have a tradltions] regard for, vot
because it was once the mightiest
amoog tbe migbtiest oo !and aud pen,
but because throughb lte sovervigns our
America of todny was made a possi
hility. Of late ycars it bup Leen a
debt-ridden, disurder-breeving, arl..
tocracy-cureed aAud pojulaci-meuaced
pation. It bas been in & #late of mure
or lems viclent agitation for some
months principslly on account of the
finsneial situstion, a geveral rebellion
baving been threatenei asa result of
it. Canovas and Buagasla are respec-
tively leauers of the two partles which
_baveln turncontrolled thegovernment,
the former coppervative and tbe latier
libetal. There does not peem to be

much differeoce between tbem, while
they are united as to ooe or 1wo
tbinge — republicaniem and oarijem.
The inability of the pevple to pay taxes
1¢ keep the (fficiai macbinery
in operation and tbat of those in
power satinfactorily haodle to what ic
collected In the gronndwork of the di1ffi.
culity.

Revently Gamaza wae placed in
charge ot the innnce dJepariment and
be propused suudry ecobomical meas-
ures, oone ¢! which was satisfactory,
and ap o reeult serrous riots bave oc-
curted in places, while tbe anarcbist~,
whoee recent dead!y work bus been
recorded in these columuor, are makiug
tbe most of the situatien. It is stated
ag afaot that if these riots bad occurrea
in any other part or Europe they would
bave birdened the wires and ¢ables
with tbe details, so JdanDgerous anu
even disastrous were they, most of
tbem bad to be suppressed by the
poldiery. They are so common in
Spain tbat tbet tamiliarity whbich

oreeda coutewmpt has made them wn-

wortby subjects for uispatcbes. The
obatean of the gueen regent, situatey
ut Ban Beuvastiap, was recently threat-
vned while she was present, during a
disorder, and ber majesty buastened
back to Madrid, where there 13 mure
fancled securily at least.

Don Curlor Lhe pretender 18 traveling
quleily in Ausiria with bis family
while Zorilla the exile, who bas been
in Parie more than a decade, is 0D Lhe
abDxious seal walliog for the revolutinn
that he expocts will convert the coun-
iry jntoa republie; be is under valb uot
to return ©ll tbat object 18 accom-
plished. I'bis is aop outline of the
Spanish 2ituation with mapy detalls
vmitted. It is &« wonuer that Versgus
and Eulalis were in sueb s burry to
get bagk ty the country.

WE ARE BLESSED.

The melanchely davs have come,
The saddest of the yeal.

The poet had reference to this time
of the y«ar, anu he must have been in
a8 gloomy 4 irsme of mind when be
wtole thowe lines as was Pue when hip
somewhat immorta] verses on The
R.ven were evelved from bis pecullur
mentality, These are oot melancholy
daye; Lbey are pot the saddest of the
year, Dor are lhey specislly sad st all,
They are besutliul, bright agd radiant
Jaye, such as sbouli cheer the soul
and fill the beart wilb renewed hope
while the mind should fashion only
words of pralee for & gesson so delight-
ful and go angpicious to maukind, But
this is sparingly engaged 1n; exgept as
to a very tew comparatively, 1t Is nol
engaged it at sil. The chief of the
bipeds, the lord of the animal kingdom,
bas not of late maue a yureat deal of
money, and becaure of (his overpowec-
lng faet be eap :ee Do biueb upon the
fage «f pature whewn the run first Kisses
it, apd be wisben that 1be golden tints
which are cast athwart the landscape
were gold of & kind that he ocould
bandie. 8Buch is man,

The community was never healthier;
we believe the ratne ean be said of the
nation at laurve. The weather wus
never finer. Except in 1solated cases
there i Do actual want, and where it
doen exist it would most Jikely be re.
lleved if made known. A more de-

lightful epectucle than tbis valley
never greeled the eye of man. The
birds iwittering among the buranished
ieaves, the perenity whieh pervaden
the soclai body, 1be reposeful ealm of
Lbe element, and all, all tbin. s seem to
blend in barmonious unison for the
eocvursgement of our kin'. Let us,
tben, tw hopeful, conriderate apd
atove ali grateful that our sltuatlon is
g0 pivapant in the midst of the few
drawbacks which prevail.

THE SCIENTIST VERHOEFF.

There are now expeditiaas from four
nations engaged in Atctic exploration,
and the relatives and friends of John

M. Verboefl, the soientist of the first
Peary expedition, of wbom the worlg
read 338 ‘“lust io a crevarse,” believe
thut he may bestill io the laud ofthe
living acd ie linble to again mingle
with bis soquaintarces in a more aup.
oy clime than exists where he was Jaut
seen. Tbere is only & supposition that
be i8 dead, but that is brought very
clute Lo a certainty irom the faet that
be dlpappesre. o the frozen regions
in a jocality wbere the bops pof pro-
longibg loe fur a lew duys withoyut
supplea belog brought fo from alar
tossy Dotbing of maintal iy an ex.
lstence lor wuny mounthe,is very elighy

Bui it e usfliuit for pevple to give
up bope for u relative whose L as g BUY-
rounued by uneeriainty, aond if Ver-
boeff 18 rtill wlive the desire of pjg
friends to see hi again may be grath-
fled. The slory of s life up Lo the
ime when he vecame peparated from
nis companions lo the north is quige
interesting. He was 8 direct descend,
sul of oue ur the viticers of the Q)y
Bwies Guard + f Paris. His father wag
a wealiby merchant ot Liouisville, 44,y
died winle the son was yeLn hjg in-
fancy.

nire. Verboefl wuas a talented lauy
ald ganve much care to the Irulmng o;
lier vOD. ¢ ispaid to huve beComye
prpessed sarly it Jife of u depirs to eu-
gage In Aretic exploralinn, A eorres.
pruucnt uf the Buston Tranasoript says
1o a8 bloxrapbical sketoh of aiw Otreer;

Heo oarly learned to read for bimpelf
and delighted in books of travel, telling
his yonng schoolmates tbal be meant 1o
£0 to the north pole, He was born with
a purpose in life and early began (o dep
bimsslf any taste or pleasure that wogld
confliet with it. He never ate but two
meals & day, and tbhat of the plainest and
most natritious kind of food. Ha woulg
never wear an overcoat io the' very cold.
eat weather, sleeping at night nnder byt
one cover. He devoted bimselfto a rigld
eourse of training in the gymnasigem
strengtbening every muscle and joint of
his body. He rode all the way from
Louisviile, Ky., to New Haven, Conn.
on his bieyele when be entered Yalg pol-
loge, the first atterspt at that time
to  travel on one, All bis
feats of strength and  daring, as
jumping from roof to roof on a sleely
mornisg in Janouary, were but teats of
his skill, He was a stroug, manly, brave
youth, He dared to live alone, as he had
often done while yet & boy, absenting
himself for periods of time, testing his
strength of enduranee in walking in
rough places,nntll st last he bad acquired
tbhe strength to walk slxty miles & day
continuously.

Verbueff was accepted as a member
of the Peary expedition, and 1t is eald
centributed a large sum of money to-




