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an oppressive, apd it wne almost as
dark ns night.

- Directly on one side of the track
of the Reading Rallwny was sit-
Uated the paint shop of the company.
It was n one-storey building, abou

80x150 fevt.- and held about thirty
men, cmployed in palonting pas
Senper cars. There were eight or
nine of these cars in the building.
They had been built at the cost of
$3000 ench, The building was struck
Suarely in the middle, aud the
bricks scattered about as if they
were playthings, the cars turped
topry: turvy, while:the men werg
buried ' under the debris] The
thamber of each passenger ¢ar was
already filled with gas, as they
were ready to be taken out on the
rord in n few days, They exploded
one after another. “Baug! bang!”?
resounded over the city, causing the
People to run out of their houses,
thinking it was the sound of an
carthquake, There was a consider-
able quantity of gasoline in the
building, and this added fuel
to the ilames. A sheet of flame

sbot upward with a roar as of mus-

ketry. Bome twenty of the men |feet deep, nnd underneath are lying
had a chance to craw) out of the|tonizht human bodies by the score.

debris, but four of their companions
were enveloped in the embrace of
the flames. 'Their eries were heand
for 2 moment by the terrified work-
men, and thetr voices were hushed
for ever. They were qulckly ronsted
to death,

The fire from the nine passenger
cars lit up the heavens for a mile
arcund. It was a Leautiful alght,
iind could have been enjoyed, but for
the awful calamity which nccom-
banted it. In the meantime. the fire
department was out, but its services
‘Were unavailing. The building and
cars were consumed in fifteen min-
utes, nnd nothing was left but black-
ened, smoking ruins under which
lay four human belngs burned to a
erigp,

While thiz was going on, the storm
wag traveling onward wlth fearful
Fapidity, It must have traveled at
the rate of 100 miles an hour, It
Bucked {n some fine private houses
and unroofed some dozen private
Fesidences. Huge sheets of tin were
tarrfed half n block away, and de-
Pasited in a lump in the street,  Di-
Tectly in its path at the corner of
Twelfth and Marion streets stood
the Reading silk mill. Here about
275 girls were working. The
bullding was a huge structure,

host substantially built, four stories
h_igh and Lasement; besides it occu-
Pied an entire block of ground. The

THE DESERET WEEKI.Y._

300 feet in length and about 150 feet
wide. It was surmounted by =
masaive tower fully 100 feet from the
ground, The funpelshaped storm
¢loud struck the building directly in
the center on the broml gide which
faced to the west. 1t fell to pieces as
if composed of so many blocks,
Nearly 200 people were down in the
awful wreck, The walls gnve way,
the-flogrs feil down, ¢ne on top of
another, and carried their great
mass of haman beings to the bottom. |
Bricks were piled up in the greatest |
confusion, while amid the hurricane
of the whistling, rushing, roaring
wind terrible cries for succor were
sent up to heaven. It was a mo-
ment that tried men’s souls,
and almost simultageously with the
fall of the building camne crles for
ralief. “Girls with blackened faces,
bruised and hroken limbs, their
clothing tattered and torn, dragged
themselves from the mins; 75 to 100 |
escaped or were dragged out by their
friends. These, of course, worked
on the upper floors, and were thrown
uear the top of the debris.  In some
places the bricks were piled up 20

About 250 girls and young wonen
arc usually employed in the mill,
but at 4 o’clock 80 were relieved
from duty for the day. They re-
turned to thelr homes before the
storm came.  The most relinble cs-
timate tonight places the num-
ber in the building when it
went down in the nelghborhood
at 175, and as before satated 100
of these were rescued by friends
or dragged themselvea out immedi-
ately after the accident. An
alarm for rellef was immediate-
Iy sent out, amd In a short time
thousands of citizens arrived to
help out the dead and dying. The
scene wag a harrowing one and beg-
gars deseription. The mill is situat-
ed near the foot of Mount Penn, »
high mountain overlooking the city.
When the people arrived everything
wns enveloped in darkness. Then
huge bonfires were built which cast
a dismal glare on the surrounding
acene. The entire police force was
called out. The amhbulance and re-
lief corps and thousands of people
were in among the debris cnrrying
out bricks, pulling away tim-
bers, amd  assisting wherever they
could, all at the same time.
But their work was rklow com-
pared with the demand for the
rescue of the vietims of the disaster.
Here a young woman was taken out

all brujeed and suftering from cuts

ticed ns it wns dragged out had its
head cut off. Others wers in var-
fous positions. The living were all
suffering from the most terrible
wounds,and some were nlmost scarcd
to death. :

The Associnted Press representa-
tive entered what was once the basc-
ment of the building, and gropinR
his way through the dedris noticed
the bodies of five young girls lying
gide by side. Hoe tried to pull them
out, but they were pinned down,
and it was impossible to get them
out. They were dead and beyond
all human ald, Wp te 10:30 o’clock
probably the bodies of a dozen
dead have heen token .ouf, while
the greater’ portion of the re-
mainder were still under the nifna,
The mansagers are missing and the
correct number I8 merely gless
work. It may not be over forty,
and then again there {8 n likeli-
hadd that 1t will reach sixty or
eighty. E

Aupustus Roschp was foreman of
the first and second floors of the slik
mill. A reporter interviewed him,
and his statement i3 ns follows:

1t was alout 5:10 o’clock when I
went in tlie second storey to turn on
thie electric lights. After I had
tlone that I stood looking about the
room for about ten minutes, Sud-
denly I heard n loud rustling noise
whielhh I thought wnsa a cyelone.
The building then shook. I was
standing in the southern end of the
room, and before I could go back to
the window I felt the building sink-
ing. Quick ns lightuing the por-
tion of the room I wentin went

down. The girls rushed about me
crying andscreaming and ealling
for help. They did not realize what

waa taking place. 1t seemed o me

-as if the centre of the building was

struck first. I eannot describe
the scene. It was awful. I could
not do nnythln[f, and could nol
think of amything T should de.
One end of the bhuilding went down
first, and while the floor wassink-
ing, it scemed to me as if the ghils
inthe other part of the reom wero
ou top of a hill. That was the way
it impressed tho men while wa
were going down. I saw other
portions of the floor fall. In a min-
ufe all was over. The screaming of
the girls was heartrending. T was
knocked down under heavy timbers
and held fast by my foot. I could
move every other part of my l:odﬁ
except my leg. 1reached down wit

my knife and cut the shoc off my
fool, In this way I became loosened
and managed fo riee. Amid the
screams of girls, falling beams and
bricks, I succeeded .in escaping. I
got out of the rulpe on the east-
ern side of the bulldings, Dbut
how I do not know I called
to the pirls as loudly as I
could. They werce all terribly ex-
cited, and T never witnessed any-
thing o awful in my life. Many of
themy heard me and worked them-

Eize of the buitding iteelf was nearly | and brufses, One body it was no-|gelves townrds me. At some places



