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should have been In proper posltion to
direct the movement of hils flying
ggquadron against the Spanish fleet,
which he had bottled up In Santlago
harbor 3/x weeks before. AS & matter
of fact the American fleet was much
further off shore than usual when the
Spanlards made thelr appearance this
morning.

With the exceptlon of the bombard-
ment yesterday morning, which result.
ed in knocking down the flag on Morro
Castle and .the supposed silencing of
the batteries, whiech opened fire agaln
this morning as usual, the navy had
done little recently to attract Interest
here and the officers and crews them-
gelves were watching the developmnts
of the operations heing conducted by
the army, which had succeeded in
reaching the very gates of Santiago
after an enormous loss in killed and
wounded in the fighting of the past
two days.

It was not believed that Admiral
Cervera would attempt to escape from
his perilous position at this late day,
but It was supposed that he would keep
his ships In the harbor to shell the ad-
vancing American army and that If
Santiago fell, he would blow up or sink
them rather than permit them to be
captured by the American squadroen
Iying outside,

The Spanish admliral’s real plans,
however, were plainly not anticipated,
He accepted the one chance open to
him—that of running the gauntlet of
the powerful men-of-war lylng in front
of the harbor and saving his shlps for
future service by dashlng out of the
trap In which he found himself, and
going to some other fleld of operations.

There seemed to be but one chance in
a hundred that he would be able to
make the move successfully, but he
took that chance, and while great pllea
of naval archltecture, now ground to
pleces on the rocks, a few miles from
where he started, tell the mourntul
story of his fallure, there are none
who applaud his conduct more than the
Amerlean officers and seamen who sent
his ships to deatruction.

It was about 9 o'clock this morning
whenm the flagship Infanta  Maria
Teresa passed under the wall of Morre
Castle and ateamed out to pea. 8he was

followed by the Cristobal Colon,
Vizeaya and Oquendo, and last by
the torpedo-boat destroyers Furor
and Pluton. The lockout on the

American vessels which were lying five
or ten miles off the entrance to the
harbor, sighted them immediately.

Most of the American cruisers wers
at the uswal Sunday morning guartera,
without pught of anything as sur-
prising as the Spanish fleet getting past
the sunken collier Merrimac, which
they had been deluded into belleving
effectually blockaded the exit. There
was great excltement at ¢nce and very
rapid actlon along the American line,
The signal for full speed ahead was
running from bridge to engine room of
every chlp and the entire fleet com-
menced to move in shore toward the
Spanish and the great twelve and thir-
teen-inch guns of the battleships and
the smaller batteries on the other ves-
gels fired shot after shot at lony range,

Ag the ghips ran in toward the shore
it soon became evident that the Span-
jards had not come out to make an ag-
greselve fizht, for they turned to the
weatward as soon as they had clearea
the harbor and gtarted on thelr race
for safety, at the same time sending
shots at the Amerlcan ships as fast as
the men could load and fire the guns.
The Brooklyn, Massachusetts, Texas,
Oregon and lowa Wwere nearer the
Spaniarde than any others of the

American vesgels, but still most of them -

were too far away to get an effectlve
range. They crowded on all steam,
however, in preparation for a chase,
never stopping their fire for one mo-

ment.

The QGloucester, a [ast little yacht
that cannot boast of any heavier bat-
ltery than several six-pounders and
three-pounders, was lying off Agua-
dores, three miles east of Morro, -when
the Spanlards came out. At first she
joined in the attack on a leading wves-
sel, and then held off, Capt. Waln-
right concluding to reserve his efforts
for the two tgrpedo-boat destroyers in
the rear.

The GCloucester steamed after them
when they appeared and chased them
to a point five mlles west of Morro
castle, pouring shot after shot Into
themn all the time. Her efforts bore
abundant fruit, for to her belongs the
oredit of the destruction of both of the
destroyvers. She fired 1,400 shots dur-
ing the chase, and it was not long be-
fore both destroyers were on flre and
plainly disabied.

Notwithstanding, they both returned
the Gloucester's fire, and a rain of
small shells fell around the yacht, the
Furor evldently determined that she
would not stand the fire any longer,
and she put about and headed back
for Santiago. Then the Gloucester
slmply smothered her with shots from
her rapld-fire guns and running llke
the wind, forced her to turn around
and again head westward.

Smoke commenced to rlse from the
Furor’'s gides and she put In toward
the shore, Before she had gone far
what was left of her crew abandoned
her and took to the boats, reaching the
shore later. By that time she was a
mass of lames and was drifting along
helplessly.

The Pluton was in the same djs-
tressed conditipn and was also headed
for the shore, running up alongside of
a low bluff, where she soon pounded
to pleces and Analiy broke in two com-
pletely. It was a most dangerous
landing place for her crew and but
alblout half of them reached the shore
allve.

The Gloucester did not go any fur-
ther wesat, but lay off shore and sent In
a boat to the assistance of the crews
of the destroyers. It did not take the
flames long to reach the Furor’'s mag-
azlnes and there were two terrific ex-
plosions, probably of the guncotton on
board of her, which blew holes in her
bottom. Her sterm sunk Immediately,
and as it settled in the water her bow
rose straight Into the air and she went
to the bottom In perpetual oblivion,
glving out a hissing, scalding sound as
she disappeared below the surface,

Meantime the larger American ships
were gainlng on the Bpanish crulsers,
and a storm of ghots was passing be-
tween the pursuers and the pursued.
The American fire was so rapld that
the shlps were enveloped In thick
clouds of smoke and it was lmpossalble
to tell at the dlstance which vegsels
were doing the greater execution. The
Brooklyn and the flve battleshlps were
keeping up an incessant fire upon the
Infanta Marla Teresa, the Vizcaya and
the Almirante Oguendo, and the latter
was returning it bravely, though with
no success. The Spanish gunnpers
seemed unable to get the proper range,
and many of their shote were very wild,
though a number of them fell danger-
ously near to the mark.

The guns of the battery just east of
Morro algo took part In the game, and
their shelle fell around the American
ghips. Many of them struck the upper
works of the fleeing Spaniards, and
must have resulted In kililng and
wounding many of thelr men.

The Spanizsh shipe had now reached a
point about seven miles west of Morro
and a mile or two beyond the place
where the Furor wag burning and the
Pluton broken in two against the cliff.
The flagship and the Oquendo were the
first to show signals of digtress, Two
,13-inch shells from one of the battle-
,Bhlps had struck the Maria Teresa at
the water llne, tearlng great holes In

her side and causing her to fill rapidiy.
The Oquendo suffered about the samae
‘ate and both ships headed for a smuj} |
cove and went aground 200 yards from
the shore, flames shooting from them
'n every dlrection. >

The officers and erew must have been
aware of the fate which seemed to be
before them, but it wag not until the 1
ships were on fire and enveloped {n
flames and smoke that the man ceaged
firing. The Gloucester, after s2ndinz a
boat ashore to the Pluton, steanieg
along the coast to where the armoreg
crujsers were stranded and went to
thelr assistance. There was dapgar
from the magazines and many of these
on board jumped into the water and;
swam to the shore, thousn a number
ware unable to reach the small strip of.
sapdy beach in the cov2 aund ware
thrown against the rocks and “llleg op
drowned. g

Many of the wounded were lowered
into the ship’s own boats and takep
ashore, but this task waa a most qjm-.
cult one. 1

The Gloucester had all her hogtg
out and one seaman awam through the
surf with a line from the Marig
Teresa, making it fast to a tree opn the
shore. By this means many on the
flagship, Including Admiral Cervera,
lowered themselves into the Glouges.
ter's boats. The wounded were takepn
to the Gloucester as rapldly ag pos-
sible and the lower deck of the wyacht
was soon covered with Spanish sailgrss
mangled in limb and body bY the burst..
Ing of shells.

The Gloucester’s ¢rew gave the’
wounded men every attentlon possible,
The shotre was lined with those who hagd
escaped from the Infanta Mgyla
Teresa, and the Almirante Oquendo,
There were still Bome men on both yes-
sels when the fire commenced to reach:
the magazines and the boxes of ammu.
nitlon lying on the decks.

‘Washington, July 4—Secretary Long
tonight received this ecablegram from-"
Commaodore Watson dated at Playa dep
Eate, July 3ird.

At 9:30 a. m. today, the Spapjsh
squadron, seven In all, Including ong.
gunboat, came out of Santlago {p.
column and was totally destroyed.
within an hour, excepting the Cpisto--
bal Colon, whleh was chased forty-.
five miles to westward bY the com-

mander In chlef, Brooklyn, Oregon
and Texas, surrendering to the
Brooklyn, but was beached to pre-

vent sinking.
None of our officers or men were |n-
jured except on board the Brooklyn.

John F. Waters has been arreasted at
San Francisco on an Indietment forg
embezzlement found three years agg In
Boeton. He was a salesman for Calrus
& Smith, jewelers of that city, and fed
with goods valued at over 51,000, Go-
ing to San Francisco, he inlisted ip the
Fourth United States cavalry, desert-
ed, was caught again and imprlsoped
at Alcatraz. He had no sconer hee
released than he was taken into cuss
t_odi?rt for the old crime. He admlts his
guilt.

The Idaho Intermountain Fair is to;
be opened by speeches dellvered over
the telephone by the governors of Qre-
gon, Washington and perhaps Cali-
fornia, says the Boise Statesman. Mr
Murray, general superintendent of the
Bell Teolephone company, with head-*

-quarters in Salt Lake, wag in the cityg

¥riday maklng arrangements in con-
nection with this work. He held &
consultation with Director General
Johnson of the falr and an under-.

‘astanding was reached with respeet to

the gubernatorlal
transmltted on the occasion of the
opening of the falr. Mr. Murray sald*
he felt certain the line would be com-
pleted and {n running order by Oectober
18t B
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