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the continuance of the human fams-

jerpeetuates] the human family upon
the earth. And Methuselah was so
| Ver) 'll“‘iir”“" 1o IH‘\'U this Lhil]g fl.ll-

(illed that Noah, his grandson, who
' wis the =on of Lamech, was ordained
|1-'\' Methuselah when he was ten | for the records have come iato my
| years old. | hands, which I hold until the
The people, we learn, grew o Jg a‘ time.” And having found put

of his genealogy, for Abrah
his record continues:—*I shall en
deaver hereafter to delineate *the
chronology, running back frém my-
self to the i»eginuing of the creation,

g0 corrupt that ““the im iginations t he had a right to the priesthoed,
the thoughts of thelr hearts weré therefore, sought an ordinati
ouly evil,and that mninually;” and and he was ordained by Melchisedec
we are told that it even repented tothe Melchisedec priesthood. And

But the servants of God went forth | ileges and powers that were very
preaching the gospelof life and sal- | great; not ouly did he havean or-
vation to this wicked people, and  dination in the way I refer to, but
warnel them of the destruction that | he sought more information from

==
the fathers unto me.”

ang fu)

the Tord that he had made man. | the Lord gave unto him certain priv-|

was coming upon the earth. Before
this great calamity twok place Fnoch
and his city were translated.

ciss lwsfure the people, and to
the influence of the Spirit
oardy that suely things may

drruanicated n= anay be advan- |

i

The power of translation was a
rinciple that existed in the (‘hurch
in that dispensation, There is some-
thing very peculiar in thesc things.

the Iord. And the Lord comnmuni-
cated with him and gave him a
| Urim and Thummim by which he
| was enabled to interpret, to read and
comprehend the mind and will and
thie laws and purposesof God. And,
furlhermom,i would state that he

i~ siid diterestitge to those whio | Some people, who are not in the | went still further. He asked God
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vanineer Chat =hall be caloalated
U I T 4 wellire of the prciis
v b that the peuple themselves
vooudsen e | retcared Lo fecesive suehi
pesoas nay b communiceate .
Wl prectilinr puosition o
vl L1 prresent titenee, | T |
) diutlerent from that of

Mo

nil el
i =
1

e "Jll"l'\

U

|owesinrt b= e thoogrhitsg otar idess

Churchymightask me where  gutiny
ovidence from.

| for certain blessings and privileges

To the Latter-day | and powers which belonged to him

Saints [ would say, we get it by |and which he considered were with-

revelation,
sAY solne.

That we cannot help. |

am =peaking now to those who do |

Luslies o =0, to those who nre Lelievers
in God, and who are heljevers in the |
lilile, the Tlook of Mormon; the |

believe in the revelations which the
Lord has given and in those he con- |
tittes to commmunicate. It is to
those people I am speaking tu-d:l_\"
ot thiese paoin s,

1 hiee Hi}nlt- docs not give us a very

in fact, it is very, very brief. Re-|

We do not believe that,  in his reach, and which were his

| privilege to obtain. And the Lord
revealed himself to him and com-
municated unto him certain etérnal
principles—ithat no man can compre-
hend unless Gud does reveal them—

| Diowetrine amd Covenants, and who | and many other things—the motion

of the planets, and the planetary
syetem; of the earth on which we
live, and the sun and the moon and
the stars and the various bodies that
compose our solar system; and then,
of other suus, and other heavenly

dhier paeopde thiat have existed Dextensive history of these matters; | bodies and the laws governing them.

Abraham wrole thouse things, and

i prinviples, our orgpization, our|terring to that great maun, Enoch, it was well versed in those greal prin-
Lrities, oul ordinances, and every- [ tells us that he was not for God tovk | ciples; and some men affirm to-day

him; and that is all.

that he was the founder of certain
abstruse principles which they allege
are discover in “what & called
the Gireat Pyramid of Egypt,—prin-

to transpire on the earth. I am not
guing to say anything about the
truth or the untruth of those latter

118 fieo les Lweitle our religivas This is a very
g it teee e odtferenit froan those of P <hort history for <o important a ﬂul'-'
ollier puenples; mnd it is oar opdnion, | ject. _
ancl ot only var opinivn, but a cer- After that the ﬂmfd came;, which .
ity ntact, it atmounts o Kknow-! was a terrible calamity, to m'ormkn-i ciples that not only pertain to the
Ledire cinone e great many of the the inhablitants of the t':ll"ll'l;' and | planetary system but to events yet
Pt ter-tad san t<. Llat Lhe illlluulh't'-| they were swept :l\!tra.\- according h,!
uid pringcaples that swe hinve received L the }nrnpht‘(“}' _.vut ofl fr(ni}l the earth,
Bv e Dasers coniticated o us by [ deprived of life and existence, and
the Alunpeshty,  We were npt the  shut up'in prison.

aridinators of the ]-I‘th‘i|-iv- W in-—]
leve 1n: neither was  Joseph Iﬂ.lr[
Pisriitg =utith, ner Prest. Brigham
Y oune, nor Uie Twelve; neither was |
auy individual nor any people asso-
ciated with the priesthood or the or-
vanization of the Church at the
present tinge, We believe that these
(hinags have been conimunicated to
the Lord; that they are in
wt Liarmouny with principles that
v existed lheretofore, oo certain
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the various dispensations
that have existed upon the earth
formation, each one has |
v 1ts peculiar role o fultil; with |
certait duties devolving upon  thuse
et attend to. We are living
. the oJlispensation which is em-
{ittically called the dspensation of
vl of times, which we are in-
copnesd oo the seriptures has beon
<iokene of by all the holy prophets
et woslil wass? amd this being
case, the dispensation in which
we live embrace~ necessarily all that
w o= contained o any and all of the
i dispen=ations that have ex-
i=dg=d e ol Lthe naees ]11'1'1‘1-\.1“1;_{ul.al‘-;
ol that consequendy whatever or-
supzaations, nemifestations, revela
1o of cominanications that have |
vome from God to the human
el ine their times and dispensa-
we may consistently expwet
cimbodiced in this one, And,
Lherndire, insome respects, as | statedd
wiore, the dispensation or time in
which we live ditters in many par- |
tculirs from thoae in which God hins |
e nicated to man., :
We have, for instance, what is|
callenl the patrincchal dispensation, |
which exi<ted betore and after thel
Hoorle  Aml those patriarch< and
et ol Gaod that lived in those re
aiole seze= had communications with
Lo N diizhity, and they al<o had the
gospel, And they not only received
rovelations pertaining to their otva
tay amd age, but also in regard to
toe futare.  And hence we are told
tuat Adam, three years before s
death, gathiervd  together a  grent
wany of his people and the promi-
ettt authorities of the holy priest-
b, andd he essedd them, and be-
il with the Holy Gihost, pre-
b ted whatsoever should befall his
prstenity unto the latest dispensa-
Do, dncluding all the leading eventa |
at =hould transpire in the diflerend, |
s of e, even until the winding |
seenty, associaled with this our
peinhracing those things that
lwen and are to be brought |
thinthis the present dispensation.
Hhoan tact, this dispensation, wv‘
tilil, has been “spoken of Ly all |
hioly propihets since the world |
) Aund, therefore, it must of |
ey have been associated with |
o leachines of Adam, of Seth, of |
e, of Mesthuselah, and of Noah,
Abralian, Moses and many other!
. otmnent characters that held com- !
cuttication with the Lord, and who,
Iad reve ded unto them his purposes !
lespzns in the days in which
liveel.  Many people listencd
e principles of truth o their |
I noch was a remarkable. man |
Ll a spescial mission to the peo-
e his day, sod he was full of the |
~pint of prophecy and revelation; he |
dso had o Chureh organization ns |
we hiave to a certain extent, and he i
preached o the people and fore-
wiarned them of certain events that |
shiould transpire upon the earth.
Aud Lhe wicked were angry with
them, as they are sometimes will
us; they did not like their teachings
and pperations, and they conspired
nzainst them, and great numbers of
their enemies assembled for the pur-
jose of destroying  them. And
Fuoch was clothed upon Ly the
power and spirit and revelation of
tod. And whilst under the inspira-
tion of" the Almighty he utte hris |
prophecies, and his enemies and the |
jwople generally trembled at the
}n:\\:t'r of his words; and the earth
~hiouk, and the ple fled from his
presence afar off, and were not
iv mjure him, for God was with him.
Aud Enoeh, with the united iabors’
ol the elders of his day gathered
the people together who ‘hearkened
W hisw and b red th 3
sage sent to them, i Che sa -

that in
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gether. 'l‘ue?ﬁ iu&a city 1
was called Ziom; e peop who'
imhabited it were under the inspira-
tion of the Lord for a great
number of years; receiving in-

s-tructhiou, guidance and ‘ﬁﬁm
Irom himi. And finally, as W

ness grew and increased, and as the
te~tmony went forth among them,
the good, the virtuous, the honorable,
the pure and those who desired to
lear God and work righteousness as-
ssmbled themselves-- ler, eon-
stituting the city of >
Others became more :
Enoch and his breth

suntered the wrath of God for so long
extent, with this difterence however, | a time had fhe opportunity of listen-

e

earth to those who lived, he went

open the eyes of the blind, to set at

vur iod.™ "I'hat was part of his mis-
<iom: the whole of his mission, how-
ever, has not yet been fulfilled.
| e came to liberate the prisoners,

Cdispensation.

| eternity.

After <ome thousands of years Je-
sus rame, associnted with another
dispensation. And when he ap-
pueared on the earth and had got
through with his ministry, and haa
suffered in the flesh and was quick-
ened by the spirit, “he went and
preachied to the spiritsin prison” who
were, as stated, sometime disobe-
Jdient in the days of Noah. And|
Lience thousands of people that had

ing to the principles of the gospel in |
inother dispensation that Jesus came
to proclaim. And when he had got
through with his mission on the

then to g i o those who had
been , and 1 might properly say
were damned for so many years.
And what was the especial mission
he had to proclaim? He came “to
preach the gospel! to the poor, to

liberty those that were bound, and
to preach the acceptable year of the
Lord, and the day of vengeance ot

But

which be did in the spirit, when he
wot through with his mission ou the
carth.

On the back of that Noal sleps
forward in a promineat position, and
he had his work to perform, which
he did perform, aud began to raise
up another seed; and they lived akso
in what may be termeda patriarchal
And among them
were many of his leading posterity.
Ihere was Melchisedec, for instance,
who was called the King of Salem
anil the Prince of Peace, of whom
PPaul makes some curious remarks,
among which was that Christ was n
priest furever, after the order of Mel-
chisedee. I he was, then of eourse
Mélkchisedoe wis a priest after the
order of Chr And as Christ in-
troduced the gospwd, so Melchisedec
had the gospel, and had and held
and ndministered in the same priest-
hood that Jesus did. And we read
too, avcording to some men’s ideas,
a very singular -thing cotcerning
him, that *he was without _taﬂ_u-r
and mother, and without beginning
of days or end of years, and abideth
a priest continually.” He must be,
indeed, n very singular man, to be
without father and without mother
amd without descent, and yet that
lie should be a priest forpver. Well,
how is it?  Yougenerally understand
it: but T will inform those who o
not that the Apostle Paul referred
to the priesthood that Melchisedec
Leld, and that they had what was
termed the Aaronic or Levitical
priesthood in their day, that is, the
day in which Paul lived; and that a
iman to be a priast had to be a literal
despendant of Asrom and of the
tribe of Levi; and he had to be ‘able
to prove his lineage, tracing his de-
<cent back to the time when this
priesthood was given hy Moses in the
wilderne=s. But the Melchisedec
priesthood was different from that,
it had nothing to do particularly with
gither father or mother, it being
without descent, and, therelore, peo-
ple holding it were not altgether de-
pendent upon their father or mother
or des 'ent for thisauthority; butthat
riesthood is an everlasting prie-t-
]mod, admindgtering In time and in
And this Ts what Paul
ferved to by way of eentradistinct
to the Aaronic priesthood which then

existed,
Assodfated wifh this _priesthood
v-

there were eertain power¥ and

ileges. These Abraham and
enjoyed. Some ple think that he
was a kind of a shepherd with very
few more ieas than a mushroom;

| stars of heaven,” &c.

ammﬁ, as [ have not investl-
gated t safficiently to compre-
hend them; but I merely give the
opinicn of a great many men respect-
ing him and the intelligence he pos-
sessed. But saffice ¥ to say,that the
Lord himself Instructed Abraham
in things pertaining to this and
,nl.hw y and that he in his day
pos mote light andjintelligence
on the principles allu to than all
the combined wisdon of the world
of to-day.

Noew, this was the kind of a man
that Abraham was, And his heart
and feelings and affections were
drawn oat After (Jod. And God
blessed him, and spaid . unto him,
“That in blessing I will bless *thee,
and in multip]y%ng I will multij
thee and thy seed shall Le as. the
And further
the Lurd told him, ““And in thy sbél,
shall'all the nations of the earth he
blessed, because thou hast obeyed
my word.” And hence he occupied

a very important position. And, as
[ before sald, being a patriarch he
had the gospel and the priesthood

belonging to it,namely, the Melchis-
edec priesthood.

I do not ;propose to-day to show
how these thingshave all been liter-
ally fulfilled that are here spoken of;
that I will leave for you to hunt np
for yourselves. Bul the promises
made to that man of (iod have been
literally fulfllled,even to the present
day to the coming forth of this work
with which we are associated,

Now, that was a peculiar dispen-
sation; it was nnder the dispensation
that was introduced, say by Noah, or
the one that he was, T was going to
say, founder of; he was not the
founder of it, but he was the ome
preserved by the Almighty from the
wreck of the world, in which hé had
lived for upwards of 600 years toj
introduce it. And' Abraham was
one of the promlinent actors in oper-
ating and carrying out the pursmeguf
God in that dispensation, and thére
were a great many others too that
were in posseasion of the same kind

of intelligence; but he waa onhe of
the moaﬁwminent, therefore 1
have refered more particularly to
him. s a.

Then, there WAaS another
dispensation followed, called the
Mosai¢c dispensatd Moses was
madeusa of as ar iy ment to de-
liver the children of Israel from

Egyptian ben . It had been
wedicted that e descendants of
srael should go- ‘Wuto bondage and
be confined there for 40V years, and
that I.hely shopjd ba delivered by the
power of God, Moses was the
man chogen of the Lord to perform
that work; and he was indebted to
the Lord for the instruction and in-
telligence he received. . \_\'a_ read_ in
the Bible that on a certain occasion
hesaw a buraink bLush, and the
bush, we learn, was not m)uu_urned;
and on going toward it he heard the
voice of the Lord speaking unto
him, talllnﬁllm to take his shoes
from, fest, for the place
whéredn e stéod was holy ground.
He did as he was commanded. The
Lord then told him that he had a

his yeouthy rand - n
Liug adcording e ing of
the Egyptians, to deliver his people
Israel out of their bondage. You

Bible
af i tto m&:’
dL'dhall attempt
ﬂ’lce"p to say, he
succeeded in deliveri n

nﬁl\e childre

of Istael from ! BgFhui ) tbndage

He had the power, when his

reached the Red Sea, to smite the

‘sea and causethe walefs u!djvlde,
' o

thereby “making & way of escape

unto the people about the

that s\hmlﬁo overtake them, »
world was to be destroyed by a fleod;
“d there were provisions made for

ple
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golden calf and were

worshipping it

ilyy, and it was made wn t e- | Pimwes and Seasons, vol. iil, p. 704. | —about the sa & We do &g
thuselah that his seed = Uultf"} His father however was an _idolator;| times, xna B3 QaOme-
medivm through which shodid- rbuﬂ'had probably possessed tlma)rdl" Ma0d Yo profess to Lo a mucl,

Idore énlightened people than they
m Shey said, “These be thy

8, O Israel, which brought thee
(up out of the land of Egypt.” On
seeing this wickedness on the part

of his people he became angry, and
he threw the tables of stone to the

pre- | ground and broke them. Afterwards

other stones were prepared and the
same laws written on them. And

om, | the Lord was desirous that they asa

people should be faithful in the ob-
servance of his laws, that they
should be governed by the princi-
ples  of t gospel wlneh  Moses
taught them. That is a singular
idea to some people; they think
until Jesus
came. Well, we cannot help that,
but Paul understood it better, He
tells us that Moses preached the
gospel to them in the wilderness,
but the word preached did not prof-
it them, etc.; wherefore the law wus
added because of transgression.
Added to what? To the gospel. Paul
understood this if men in this day
do not. And Moses did himself gét
into the presence of God,and he al<w
led seventy elders who were 80 in-
structed and prepared that they could
g£o inte the Presence of God o com-
municate with him; but the people
were afraid of God,and when the
Lord appeared to themy on  NMount
Sinai, when they heard the thunders
and saw the lightning and felt the
mountain quake, they said to Moses,
do not Jet the Lord speak to us any
more lest we his people die; but do
thou speak to us amlplu- mouth picre,
They were not prepared to come in-
to the presence of the Lord; they
were not sufficiently pure, neither
did they understand the laws and
principles which God had communi-
cated. But they murmured and
murmured and that continually—
the same as we do, we sce some-
thing of the same spirit, we are
found sometimes murmuring against
God, or at least against some of the
revelations he has given unto us, or
against the Priesthood, and in many
instances without cause. Aund what
had God done for them? He brought
them out from the midst of Egypt,
from a state of servitude and vassa-
lage, and delivered them from the
hands of their oppressors, and when
the Egyptians pursued them, he
opened the waters of the Red Sea
and let them s througl in safely;
but swallowed np their enemies who
pursued them. Then when they
were short of food he supplied them
with angels’ tood, manna. Thuat
was all the harm he had done to
them—just about as much as many
others whe murmur. They mur-
mured against God for bringing them
away, and against Moses for being
the instrument in doing it. Whereas
God was trying to fulfll the promises
he had made with Abraham, their
father; And he was making use of
Moses as his instrument to deliver
‘tiré people from that bondage with
which they had been oppressed for
80 Jong a time; but because of their
tra; ons, their wickednessand
their rebelliousness. I.&e Inw wis
added or given unto them, which
was & law of carnal commandments
and ordinances, of which a later
writer in speaking of it sayvs, “nui-
ther we nor our fathers were able to

bear.”

~ Well, he placed them in another
pesition, and gave unto them the
gospel; but as they could nut endure
the greater light he gave them a
lesser light in the form of a law of
carnal commandments and ordinan-
ces. Hence that dispensation is
therefore called the Mosaic dispensa-
tion; and Moses was the instrument
malfe use of by the Almighty (o in-
troduce it, and it was revealed 10
him upon the mountain. And that
Taw of carnal commandments and
ordinances seemed to suit them a
Tittle better than the gospel; tnoey
loved these carnal commandmecents
better than the light, the truth, the
revelation and spirit that was nsso-
ciated with the gospel. And they
could not come into the presence of
God. If you remember, certnin men
at one time went running to Moses
to complain of certain other men
.whom they said were prophesying;
and Moses said to them, would to
God that all the Lord’s people were
hets; would to God that all
could be inspired with that spirit of
revelation that flows from him. Says
the prophet Joel, in speaking of the
glory of the latter-day, ‘“And itshall
come Lo pass afterward, that I will
pour out my spirit upon all flesh;
and your sons and your daugh-
ters shall prophesy, your old men
‘shall dream dreams; your young
men shall see visions; and upon the
Leervants and the llauljmu.ida in those
days will L pour out my spirit,” ete.
Now, they had a dispensation then
which was called the Mosaic dispen-
salion; aud associated with that was
a little sprinkling of the Gospel.
On'de in a while the light of the day-
star would dawn upoun the people,
foretelling some things in which
they and their children were inter-
ested; and that was manifest through
certain men among them who were

liarly inspired by God. But they
did not have then a regularly ordain-

there was f

10 gospe

work for him to perform, which was fpdo ization of the Meichezedic
that he should go down to Egypé as we have it. I a man re-
where he had been reared from |ceived these things in those days he

been | received it trom God. A young man

came to me to ask me some guestions,
on this subject, and I  will
here mention one thing I told
him. ‘These prophets had the Mel-
chisedec thood, but they did
not havedt in the regular organized
form as we lmve it. Hence when
Eljjah was about to be translated—
for that
L with him; it had not left the earth
after Enoch’s , for many wefre
translated besides him and his city

i
spirit and power was yet 6

—there were certain prophets scat- |

left alone, and that he might be the
better prepared to rm the work
before him, he requested Elijah to
let a double v
upon him. But could Elijah grant’
his - reguest? No, - he could
not. What answer did Elifah’
make him? He said thou hast avk-
ed a hand ‘thing: nevertheless, "if
thou ree me when I am taken from
Lthee, it shall be so unto thee; but i
not it shall not be so. How did
Elijlsh know that? %6 be
knew that the Melchisedee priest-
hood holds the keys of the mysteries
and the revelations of God; and that
it he could see him as he ascended,
it would be an evidence to him that
the Lord had granted his
although he himself had not the
an(-r to grant it, Elisha would then
now that his prayer was heard.:
Those other prophets, who knew
that Elijah was to be transiated,
went and stood to view the event
afar off; I do not su y that they
saw anything of Em:f:as he was
being taken up to heaven. But he
was taken up, and Elisha saw the
manner in which he went, and eried
out, **My father! my father! the
chariot uf lsrael and the horsemen
thereof.” And how did he see them?
GGod had conferred upon him
that priesthood by which ho was
enabled to see them. Elijah threw
down his mantle as he ascended,
whicli Llisha took up and started oft’
slone, his head having been trans-
lated. But he had received the an-
swer to his prayer; and approaching
the banks of the Jordan, with the
mantle that had been left him he
smote the waters sayinp} “Where is
the Lord God of Elijah?” And when
he did so they parted as they had
done at the command of Elijah, and
Elisha passed over. And God was
with hin, manifesting his power’
through him,ns he had done through
his predecessor. 1 speak of this as a
certain pringciple, and 1 speak of it
now for the information of you
elders, that they did not have then
an organized Melchisedee priesthood,
but that if it was conferred upon in-
dividuals, they did not have
the power to confer it wupon
others, uuless through special com-
mand of the Lord. And Eljah
kuew that if Elisha eould see him
when he was ascending, that his
rayer would be answered. Why?
cause the Melchisedee priesthood
holds the keys of the mysteries and
the revelations of God. :
This is a prineiple on that point;
and it may be of use Lo you elders,
that you may comprehend the posi-
tion that they occupied. That was
associated in part with the Mosaic
dispensation, but only io part. But
when Jesus came he introduced the
Melchisedec priesthood in an organ-
ized form, and restored the (Gospel.
But those men did not restoré the
Gospel. But Jet me show you
that aro acquainted with the history
of the Book of Mormon, they had a
great many more reveltions in re-
gard to these things upon this contj-
nent thau they had upon the contis
nent of Asia. And they hnd,l% 1€
Gospel and administered in the ordi-
nances and talked n @ couli
oF Cliriat, Bt they niafoitorad. 1o
the laws of Moses until the conmiing
of Christ; and yet at the same time
they did have the Gospel and an or-
ganization of that Gospel in paFrt
and ordinances among them diﬁ:qler-
ent from what they had on the other
continent before Christ came. You
that are acquainted with the Book
of Mormon will find these things in
ity and if you have not found them
hunt them up, and you will find
what I say in relation to this matter
is true.

Very well. When Jesus came hé
had been looked forward to by all
the prophets since the world was,
and it had Deen prophesicd about
him that he would come to redecm
the world and offer himself as a sac~
rifice, as an atonement for the sins
of the world, of which there were
many shadows and types. 1 will re-
fer back again to Moses, and then 1
will refer to the sacrament. Moses,
as I stated, had the Gospel when he
went among the children of [srael.
There were many Bigns and won-
ders poured out ‘mmong them and
many calamities overtook the
Egyptians. And Moses went from
time to time into the presence of
Pharaoh telling him Wwhat should
take place, and among the rest he,

-
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the first bern of the
should be shain. And he told the
people that dwelt in the Jand of Go-
shen-~the ehildren of Isroel—that
they were to killa lamb and nkle
the blood of the lamb upon Lheir
door posts, and that when the de-
stroying angelJmee throuﬁh, their
children should escape death. Afd
it happened precisely ‘as bhad been
told them—while the first-born of
the Egypthis avas ' destroyed; the
chi of the Thebrewp were pre-
servedf - Now, tlist was called the

gover fimong the children of
srael, and it was continued among

them year after year, and the day”
on whieh it was kept was called the
day of the Passover. '

When Jesus was upon th-»jn.rm“ y
he sent hi: sles _ﬁm l;i-a-
pare a placét they, ﬁht hol
the passover together, ™ Axud as the
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ther in soletan mockery before

od and eat and drink condemuation
“to ‘your souls? We want to be eareful
about these things; and hence we
should understand that when we
bring our gift to the altar, and there
remember that we have ought
‘Against our brother, we should
first and be recouciled to him
and then come and offer our gift.
Not come in any kind of hypocrisy,
‘biit come with clean hands and pure
‘hearts,and feel to say <0 God, search
me and try me and prove mwe, and if
there 78 any way of wickedness in
me, let it depart, and let me Le thy |
true representative upou the earth,
and let me partake of the spirit that

t, | dwelleth in Christ, and live in the

enjoyment of that upon the earth;
that when he comes again 1, with
my brethren, may meet him with
clean hands and pure hearts.™  And
I would say to the f{eachers who go
around to visit their brethiren, when
you find ill feelings of any kind, it is |
your daty to root it out, and to see
that there is no hardness and no
contention or strife among the peo-
ple who come to participate in this
sacred ordinance,

Well, so far as the gospel is con-
cerned, that dispensation was intro-
duced into the world first by John
the Baptist, who was the forerunner
of Jesus. And when the Savior
came John knew it, and on secing
him he exclnimed, “Behold the
Lamb of God that taketh away the
sin of the world.” And when peo-
ple were flocking to Jolin to be bap-
tized of him, Jesus came also as a
candidate for baptism. But John
told him that he (John) had need to
be bagtf:wd of him. But the Bavior
told him to suffer it to be so,then “to
fulfil all righteousness.” And he was
bartimd of him. Well, that dispen-
sation continued for a Jong while
after, and it began to decline and
disappear; but there were n great
many men in different parts who
listened to the principles of the sos-
el of the Bon of God. But by and
y it began to fade away, both upon
the Asiatic continent and upon this
continent. It was prophesied that
it would, and that there should a
certain power arise who should seek
to make war with the Saints of God
and that it should overcome them;
and this power should seek to change
times and seasons and things, and
they should be given into his hands
until & time and times and the di-
viding of a time. These things
were fulfilled—the Church of God
fell inte Uarkness and the priesthood
was taken from them, nm{ they had
instead something in the form of a
bogus priesthood and a bogus
creed instead of the true principles
which Jesus introduced among men.
That was on the continent of Asia.
On this continent they seemed the
same pretty much; but they had an
an lleled scene of prosperity and
joy in the Gospel of the Son of God
after he came; and it grew and
spread and prevailed throughout the
land. And as it was on the conti-
nent of Asia, so great was their love
for otie another that no onesaid that
bught he was his own; but
thoy had all thinge iUVl ulfluug
them., We are told of these things
more elaborately in some other places
which might be introduced, bhut
which I do not wish to euter into’
now. On this continent they re-
mained in this condition for two hu-
dred years; and they dealt justly one
with another, and dwelt togeth¢r in
1 wish we could do that al-
ways. By and by they fell into
darkness, and the result was, as re-
corded in the Book of Mormon, to
which 1 again refer you to read and
investigate.

Then what next? Were things to
go ou in that way for ever? Noj the
dispensation of the fulness of times
has pot to be restoped to introduce
all that has Leen spoken of Ly all
the holy prophets since the wor]tl‘wn_-.
The tle John,when banished to
tho Isle of Patmos save that he saw
another angel flying in the midst of
heaven, having the everlasting gos-
pel to preach unto them that dwell
on the earth, and to every nation,
and kindred, and tongue and people.
What do you mean? The same gos-
pel that Adam had, the same gosjw]
that Seth had, the same gospel that
¥noch had, the same gospel that
Noah had, the same gospel that
Abraham had, the rame gospel that
Moses had, and the same gospel that
Jesus had; the gospel that brings
fife and immortality to light, and
that places men in communion with
their Heavenly Father—the ever-
mu&%‘f“ 1. And who introduced
it? himself came to earth with
hig son Jesus and manifested him-
self to the l])ropllt:t Joseph, and,
pointing to his Sop, said, *“This is

y beloved son in whom I am well
pleased, hear him.” Jesus from that
hour was to be his instructor. What
tlien? Then came Moroni, who hnd
charge of the records of the Pmllﬂo
on tais continent, who came and de-
livered them to Joseph Smith.
Then came John the

i

f}uptht and laid his hands upon his
iead and upon the head of Oliver
Cowdery, and said, Upon you my
fellow servants, I lay my haods and
‘confer ufon you the Aaronic priest-
hood, which shall never be removed
from the earth until the sons

Levi shall offer acceptalle
sacrifices to the Lord.. Why
did John come? Because he
held the keys of that priesthood And
_ the laat that held them in that
) ensation. And then Peter,
mes and John came and laid
ai .'.hh;dh upen his head and og-
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~willing to do it. Why? Because you

| power; and as the Scoripture says,

ed him to the office of the Mel- |
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temples? You would squeesc your
dollar in many ether things, but
when it comes to that you say, “I

want to do it.” And it is so through-
out Israel. T supp we have as]
many as five hundred men en

in this work. Amnd the brethten feel

want to secure certain bless for
yourselves; and, then, you want to
ook after your friemds, that the
hearts of the fathers may be turned
to the children, ete. Weare o t-
ing upon the earth because we have
the power; and they are operating in
the vens because they have the

they without us canpnot be made
perfect, neither we without them,
And neither they nor we vbuld oper-
ate In these things unlesy those key s
had been rostored and things put in
the position they are o-day. Then
we will build our temiples, won’t we?
I think we will, and then administer
in them. \Were we to talk to the
world aboutn great many of the
things 1 have referred o to-day, we
would have to bring up evidence to
re the truth of them. T am talk-
to Latter-day Saints, however,
to-day; and you ought 10 know of
them, if you do not; and if you are
not acquainted with them*“search the
Seriptures for in them you think you
have eternal life,’” and you will find
all these things I have mentioned.
Now, then, all of these dispeusa-
ions had to be restored. Then
comes Moses. Why? because lLie
held the keys of the gathering dis-
sation: And he conferred upon
oseph Smith the power to gather
Israel from the four quarters of the
earth, and aleo the ten tribes. But
the latter have not come yet; but
ple are hunting them up, and
they will be found by and by; when
the tite e comes, and the mountaius
will flow downm at their presence,
and a highway will be cast :i), and
they will come to a knowledge of
the people. But they could not
come without the restoration of the
keys I have referred to.
Now, here are all these different
digpensations, and there is one |
have not mentioned. We are told
to build up Zion, shall we do it? I
tell you in the name of Israel’s God
we will do it with the help of the
Almighty; we canuot do it without,
but with his help we will do it. We
will build up the Ziou of our God,
and help to roll on the work which
God has commenced. And those]
children you saw here the other day,
[referring to a general couference
mecting of the children of Weber
Btake] many of them will hve to
wrt.icjrtu in these things. And
e will endeavor to train them in
the fear of God that their tender
hearts may be rooted in the princi-
les of truth; and they be led to ac-
Enowledge the God of their fathary.
Having said so much I will pass on
to something else. i
Here we are. We are organized
under tHe direction 6f the Almjihty,
and as 1 before said, not aceording
to oupideas and notions, but accord-
ing to the word and will and revela-

tioggand law of God. And none of
us Can 4o anyiuiug ouly Aws Uui s

mits us, What are wegolngtodo‘l
We are going to build up Zion.
What then? When Zion is built ulp
—and it is not built up yet;/but it

done Jerusalem /that is
shall be buili—and wearea

from that—but when that is built
upand theglory of God shall rest up-
on it upon every dwelling of Mount
Zion as it did in former times—then
we will build up our Zion after the
pattern that God will show us, aud
we will be governied by his law and
‘sabmit'to his authority and be gov-
eérned by the holy ithood an va
the word and will of God, An
then when the timme comes that
thece calamities we read of shall
overtake the earth, those that aye
prepared will have the power 'off
translation, as they had 'in formyor

' A

Wy

Jated, And Zion that is on the
carth will rise, and the Zion above
will descend, as' we are told, and we
will meet aud fall, on each others”
necks and émbrace and kiss each
other. And thus the, purposes of
God to a certain extent will then be
falfilled. But there are a pgreat’
many things to be  breught about
before that timeé'* Aud 'we
are herer in an organized caqnﬂt?"‘
trying to prepare ‘ourselves: for all
the pm&eneea of the Ahn

We are trying to instil :;)

hearts of theé le ‘the prineciples
of honesty, and integrity, and
remove covetousness and nity ol
every kind. Never miind’ the world
nor what they eau say ‘or do, for
they can only do what the Lord per-
mitd them. We will then eontinue
to do as we have done, only a great
deal more abuan tly. We will
send out the gosp to them, and
continte to ndvocate ‘the prinel

of truthy/and tg’ lze ‘ourselves
mﬂ'ﬁl’gbth#mnor God, and
seek to be one—for If we are not one

be, worlds without end. Hear it
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the Psalinist—*Surely the wrath of
man shall praise thee, the remain-
der of wrath shalt thou restrain.”
Some men seem to think that we
are going to be swallowed up;
but “we are not very much
alarmed about it. We have been
“‘swallowed up” a great many times,
but they have generally managed to
vomit us up again. [laughter.]
Amang Lhe Jegizintors of our nation
and throughout the land, there are
many high-minded, honoralde men,
who desire to see all men protected”’
in their rights, Dut because there
are a great many who are not and
who fesl otherwise, and who do not
undarstand vs, should we entertain
foelings of enmity? \Yhat was the
message that Jesus came to perform?
“Go e Into all the world and preach
the gospel Lo every creature.” Was |
that enmity? “4Heo that believeth,
and is baptived shall be saved,” etg.
What have we bgen told to do?  To
go into all theworhd and sm-m:h the
Gospel to every crealure; he that be-
lioveth and is baptizedd shadl be
saved; but he that believeth not
shall be damned. We go gnd offer
the message of life and salvation,
How many of these gray-headwd men
whom I se¢ around me to-day that
have traveled thousands of miles In
ordet to promote the welfare of the
human family? I have traveled
hundreds of thousands of miles my-
self. And did he ever forsake me?
Never; he was always true Lo his
word.  And when you ehlers have |
gone forth he has been true to you.
And when people linve belleved, ro- |
wnted and obeyed the message you
wre W them, aud you laid your
hands apon  them to  confirm
them members in the Chureh,
and said, Receive ye the Holy
Ghost; they rece ved L s
not that proof that Gud has beon |
with you? Yes, it is. Will he net |
L with us to the end?  Yes. What
is vur mossage Lo the peoph? Pesce
on  earth, and goeod will tp nian
and seek W promole the welfare anc
bhappiness of the human fawily, in
every possible way that we can.
And we ought to feel to endure as
Jesus did the contumely of rinuers,
until the Lord shall say: “Stop, it is
enough.” They will have ‘hapd 1
enough times of it. Do we need/to
seek to Injure anybody? No, Is,
that, our mission? No; but 40 seék to
mote the welfare of all meu:

Well, we are here in a {(politigal )
capacity as well. We are arr integ-
mf-;;sﬂ of the United BStates—a .
very small part. What sliall we do?
Why live su thal ne mau cany brin
any reproach against us; treat al
men right, deal hi nestly. with one /
apother and with all men, and be
true to God and your religion. If we
do this then we have a clahm upon
God; then we shall he blessed of the
Lord and our offs ring with us; then /
the Almighty will smile upon us,
and then we shall advance from °
wisdom to wisdom, from intelligence |
to intelligence aml knowledge to
know ledgeguntil we shall see as weoe
are seen and know as we are knpwu,
Andwe will go on performing the
work Gnd has placed upon uyx; and |
b Al et to e AL LTI
instruct and educate and elevate our |
children; and also teach all men who /i
will be taught by us, the principles |
of life; and by and by Géid will work |

will be bailt up; ‘and when thatis ['with us in a morée powérful manper -

than he has done yel; and thousands
u thousands wild flock to/ the
standard of Zion, ‘and many will j
come and say, We do not know !
much about your religion, but you |
are an honarable people and execute |
{ustice, angd we want to be governed |
y those priaciples and be under |
their Influerce; and iIf we cannot en- ;
dorse your religious views, we seek h
your protgction and want Lo/ be one'|
with you.” You will find hundreds §
and thousands of people will yet come |
in this way, anid many are pretpy |
near jt now. But we #Are not pre- |
parad; we soimetimes poll and haul 4
ind talkvand get hard feelingy and |

-

and carry'out our own fidens an

do not want -a will of my own; L}
want to know the will of’ God, and
then do it. ' Pon’t you? "'We' ought
to do ity 'anil et our owry feeugs nnd §
‘Judgment be emerged it the will of
i6d;-and seelk 0 carry ot his pur-{
poses. ' A4 Beventles th and_be ]
rendy 1o/go to the en the earth !
At thé drop of ‘the when requir-4
Fod o Fulff Wiy missioh that may de-
volve upon 'you; or that you may be’
1o, and eonsider this your mis-
sion of life, you Bévent do’ you |
bearit? 1 tell yeu thatthisis the !
will of God eoncérning you, snd no
to consider how you can fix your-
selves and make yoursélves comfort-
ably; but'attend to the other first, )
and be on hand to dg'thst, aud then')
it will be al} right. TR
- Moy Géd help ud to do righ't and
k - his  ecommiandmenis, thal we
have ‘his Spirit to Lo with us
and live in- the enjoyment of the;

same, and be saved In hiy Kingedom,
in the name of Jesus. Amen.
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