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felt that he ought to remain in the sen
ate

GEAR ON allitonALLISON

in closing this article I1 would statistate
that whether allison wants tove a pres

candidate or not thre is no
doubt but that iowa will present his
name in the next national convention
after leaving himbin I1 crossed the street
to the portland flatsfiats and called upon
iolas new senator gov gear I1 told
himathim ot the above remark of senator
allison and he replied 1 I believe sen
ator allison is honest in his statement
that he had no presidential ambitions
that will not effect iowa however it
will surely present his name to the con-
ventionven tion and it seems to me that he
hhe stands as good a chance to be the
anextat president as any man in the united
states he comes from the right part
of the country the west he is right
on all questions and he has proved him
self a safe conservative and at the same
time able

sut senator gear said I1 it isis said
that allison is too conservative he is
charged with being always on the fence
and his opponents say he his afraid

that is not true said senator gear
there is nothing of the coward about

allison he is cautious but not coward-
ly he has aasstifftill backbone in him and
whenhen the occasion demands he always
shows that bebashe has convictconvictionsiong and the
coucourageragi 05b support them there isis no
man inthe united Ststatesittes better fitted by
hish wide experience and by his dealing
with tobeto be president of the
unitedvisited states for the past thirty two
years behashe ha been in public litelife he
knows the countcountryrv its needs and its
men he is now six years
he doesabes more than fiatfifty
six and heh e is in prime physical donarcondi-
tion
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one of the most interesting native
customs in is the
ki or farewell meeting usually held
Twhenhen elders have completed their
labors and are released to return home
immediately aftafter the annual conleconferencerence
in april a number of elders met at
doriua near wellington for
their various fields of laborslabor elders
peterson and best were returning to the
south island where they are endeavor-
ing to reopenre open the work in the vicinity
of christchurchChristchurch and where a number olof
scattered members have been found
sowesome years ago the most flourishflourishinglug
branch oiof the mission was located in
that district but for various reasons the
work was suspended torfor a season and
no elders have labored in canterbury
until very recently in the meantime
the old members have been scattered
and many have grown lukewarm while
others have lost entirely the spirit of the
work otof god-

e der Tedejedediahdiah goff has been trans-
ferred from auckland to new south
walwales and he was one of the company
awaiting the sydney steamer

elders john F burton and W F
also present bound for

Queenqueensland australia elder bird was

returning to the wairaukairau district south
Isisland

elder B goddard having completedr
hihis labors 1wasnas ready to accompany thete
Aaustralianan elders enroute for his home

a zigioi the last had labored
in the district since 1892 and
porirua had been his headquarters or
maori home the maorislaoris signified their
attachment and appreciation of his
labors by numerous handshakes and
hearty hangishon gis

A Poroporoaki was held on the
thursday evening as the above named
elders were leaving on friday
morning at p m the church bell
announced the time for gathering in the
meemeetingtag house which was crowded bbyy
an attentive audience of members and
quite a sprinkling of outsiders after
the usual opening ceremonies the na-
tive chief and first counselor in the
branbranchchWiwi beera te kanae arose and
stated the object otof the meeting he
referredototo theathe faithful labors of theirthein
departing matua father whose tace
they would probably never see again
in mostmoat affectionate terms he babadee himin

farewell I1 sending also love and good
wishes and priest-
hood in zion and especially the
saints who had gathered there he
earnestly prayed griat god would bless
all the elders in their respective fields
of labor

the meeting was then left in the hands
of the members who readily availed
themselves of the opportunity of ixex
pressing their feelings brethren sisters
anoand eagerly arose to pay a
tribute of love toto him who had dwelt so
long jain their midst and to wish god-
speed unto all who were laboring in
the vineyard pathe lord after each
address the speaker would announce a
Xavfavorite and appropriate hymn andaad
often while speakingspeak ipg and singing the
crystal drops would course down their
cheeks one of the native sisters sasang
with great fervor in english the sweet
sunday school hymn we baut to see
the temple etc

it was past midnight when the time
for dismissal was announced and it was
a most difficult task to reply to all the
expressionsbesas of love and goodwill
Vfinallynally the last word was spoken the
closing exhortation was given and tear-
ful honstisgis and hearty handshakes
were exchanged as the congrega ion
separated

the following morning the company
of elderselden prepared to leave at 7 a m
alethoall the people assembled torfor the finalfina
fareweilo a sad sad scene
amid sobssob and tears the last loving
words were ispokespoken the lastbast bongi
was given I1 and the elders departed
amid cries 0off haere atu hei gonei
raa etc etc

at wellington elders peterson and
i best embarked for christchurchChristchurch elders
bird johnson and a company otof maorislaoris
left orlor picton and elders goddard
burton armstrong and goff boarded
the steamship Waka bound for aus-
traliatra ibL

after the five days sailing the last
named company arrived at sydney
where eldereider A J ridges was met A
few days were spent in the busy metro-
polis of new south wales and three of
the elders then sailed for queensland
on arriving at brisbane a number of
meetings were announced and lorfor two
weeks the time was abuy occupied
visiting athe saints and preaching the

gospel to large and attentive concongrega-
tions

rewelperselders john F Burtburtonburtak D W
ild W tV armstrong areaanowdow loadlocated at saihsouth brisbane

A aiwas made to
twenty five muesmiles from brisbane where
E ders R H bodily and C H crow
have been laboring for some time A
public meeting was held in the olympic
hall which was well attended and
judging by the attention of the audi-
ence an earnest spirit of inquiry has
been awakening in the neighborhood

the queensland members are faith-
fully performingming their duties as latter
day saints and many are anxious to
gather with the body of the church
where they may be privileged to be-
come saviors upon mount zion the
sunday school at south brisbane
is in a nourishingflourishing condition and the
rooms are usually well crowded with
happy children who delight to listen to
the instructions given by their inde
fatigablefetigable

the ath otof may elder G leitleft for
his homeward trip another large
company of saints and friends assembled
on thethe cliart and another affecting
leave taking took place from the deck
of the steamship Ara watta the lonely
eldereider watched the waving of handker-
chiefs listened to the parting good
wishes and earnestly prayed that he
mightaught again claspcasp hands with the faith
fulul saints in the valleys of fair utah
two days later sydney was reached
where elders nielson fisher and
palmer were awaiting the home boat
inn the evening brother cox and family
arrived from victoria bound for zion
berths were secured on the steamship
warrimoomoo and on may xyth the happy
company bade goodbye to the elders
and saints and theibe gallant vessel
steamed away oo bound

the sail from sydney to suva 1750
miles was made in a little over five
daysdavs the beautiful harbor wasentered
on friday morning may andaad the
greenreen clad hills surrounding the capital
oft the fiji islands formed a charming
backgroundack ground to a troptropicalicat scene two
Britisin men of war were anchored in

the harbor and at sunrise nagsflags were
hoisted and the vessels were covered
with gaygy colored bunting from stem to
stern inin honor of her majesty queen
Victoria 6 birthday

there are about islands in the
fijiaji group viti levu containing
square miles being the largest and
considered one of the healthiest islands
inin the south seas many of the islands
are well watered by large rivers being
volcanic in their origin they are marked
by dutifulbo and striking scenery the
soil is rich and the luxuriant verdure
reaches to the summit odtheof the mountains
the little town of suva is almost hidden
by palms banana trees and tropical
foliage

the history otof the islands resembles
somewhat that of others of the poly-
nesian group they were discovered
by the dutch explorer abel tasman in
1643 but the discovery was not followed
up antiluntil 1773 when captain cook
visited them the fijians were treach-
erous and cruel cannibals often engaged
in bloody conflicts and buried many of
their prisoners and aged relatives alive
they are said to be of the papuan race
and are quite distinct from the maorislaoris
of new zealand or the samoansSamoans
the language is totally diflerentterent and
their physiognomy indicates tha the


