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people, broke in pieces in the State where the
Lord, twenty eight years ago on the 25th of
‘next December, revealed to the Prophet
Joseph that the nation would begin to break.
But I do not wish to make a political speech,
nor to have anything to de with the polit cs
and parties in our Government. They love
sin, and roll it, as a sweet morsel, under their
tongues. Had they the power, they would
dethrone Jehovah; had they the power they
would to-day crucify every Saint there is upon
the earth—they would not leave upon the earth
one alive in whose veins runs the blood of the
priesthood. Yet they are our brethren and
sisters—bone of our bone, flesh of our flesh—
sprung from one parentage. God is our
Father, Jesus Christ is our elder brother. If
the world would understand this, and take
warning and be cautious, it would be far bet-
ter for them. Will they? No, they do not
and will not realize facts as they exist, and
we can not help it. All we can do is to plead
with them, preach to them the words of eter-
nal life, and offer it to them as it has been
offered to us. If they receive it, blessed are
they. 1f they reject it, it is their privilege.
The powers and faculties of their organiza-
tions are for themselves to use as they elect,
for they as well as we are agents before God,
and can choose or refuse according to their own

leasure. But they are broken in pieces. Do

wish to predict this? No, for it was pre-
dicted long ago.
jtself against the kingdom of God is aleady
hivered to pieces. Touch it,and it will crum-
ble under your touch.

THE WOUNDED BIRD.

Never agaln in the wild wood bowers,
Will thy trembling notes be heard;
Neveragain will the branches sway
Under thee, sweet wild bird!
The breath of the spring upheld thy wing;
And the summer drank thy strain;
But. the plumes that fluttered the blossoms then,

Never will perch agalne

Wever again'—in the dear, ¢1d woodas,
The flawers will bloom and die;

And many a shining pnion gt
Over the sun-bathed sky;

And raany a néte on the soft winds float,
As pure In its melody

As the frozep ton=s in thy fluttering heart,
But never again for thee!l

Kever agaln!—there are crimson drops
Quivering on thy breast;

Thy puf®s curdle around the shaft,
Under thy soft wing pressed;

Ah, it is well, thou hast breathed thy song.
1t its low wild guah hath stirred

One heart’s deep waves, thou hast done thy part

Beautiful, wounded bird!
3. E. CARMICHAEL.
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You have heard th;_t-estimnny of br. Hyde;

it is full of spirit, full of matter, full of mar- its
row. He has spoken words of truth-—the words | gether—and they will be sifted as with a sieve
of the Lord. !-nf vanity. God’s controversy with them has

There are hundreds and thousands of El-!commenced; he has commenced with this na-

ders who would be
mony to the truth. Be faithful, walk uprightly
before God, deal jusily with all, love mercy,
shun every appearance of evil, and magnify
your priesthood, and you shall have the op-
portunity of speaking, bearing rule, diciating, | .
guiding, and directing, to your full satisfac- | §n the days of Noah—in the days of the float-
tion, the thiugs that pertain to the kingdom of | ing of the ark—he took the people to another
God. This promise is to all who are faithtul. | part of the eaith, the earth was divided, and
They shall receive a fulness of kin;_-;dnmg,;'lt_lere _hE set up h's kjngdum._ Did they receive
thrones, principalities, powers, dominions, his kingdom? No, they rejected it. After-
and all the fulness pertaining to the Godhead, 'wards he called a man and ordained him and
to their full satisfaction and capability. This showed to him the inhabitants of the whele
should be a satisfaction to all. rearth, and gave to him a promise that his ol§

At the first impression, the testimony of one ' spring should be the people of God; he spoke
man is equally valid with that of another; to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob and their chil-

|there is upon the earth.

In the beginning, after this earth was pre-
pared for man, the Lord commenced his work
upon what is now called the American con-

but when peop’e are filled with understanding |dren as his covenant people. The Jews re-|

to discern and comprehend the principles by |jected Jesus Christ, who came to redeem the

The nation that has lifted

e —

to have an apprentice throw rough, un-
broken, unground stuff into the prepared clay,
but, ennwaritively speaking, we have to bear
this. hen we are getting the clay into fine
conditien, a mass of unprepared material is
mixed up with it and it is our business to
continue to grind, to prepare the whole of the
mass together. I suppose the Lord wants to
prepare all the good clay that ean be found
upon the face of the earth, that when he
comes he can make up his jewels. Then you
wlio have oil in your vessels will go and meet
the Bridegroom. Are we going to be prepared?
Let every soul of us strive to be fouud among
those who will be counted wise at his coming,
for we can go into the highways and hedges
and find plenty of the foolish.  Let us try to
be wise, to obey the servants and command-
ments of the A'mighty, doing his will continu-
ally, that we may be prepared to enter at the
ma:riage supper.

The seripture concerning the five wise and
five foolisit virgins will be fulfilled, as will
also the revelation that was given to Joseph—
about the nations’ breakingto shivers. Iwish
some of the woild’s learn.d theo!ogians would
tell us what became of the foolish virgins.
Call up the wisdom and knowledge there isin
Christendom, and learn whether they can tell
any hing about thoge foolish virgins. I have
not time now to tell what became of them, but
I think they did not go to the bottom of the
bottomless pit. Is it not a glorious thought

‘that there are kingdoms, mansions of glory,
and comfortable habita ions prepared for all

The cohesiveness of
particles is gone—they cannot cling to-

lad to bear their testi- |tion, and in its turn he will sift every nation| enter Kingdoms the least of which

the sons and daughters of Adam, except the
sons of perdition? All will not have part in
the first resurection, and perhaps many will
not appear in the second, but all will be
resurected and, except the sons of perdition,
presume

——

lieve it, and think a great deal of it, for it is

from the Lord; the church must be organized.”
Itthen went to others, and from them to others;

but it was no news to me, for I understood it
then as I understand it now,

The policy of God is not the policy of man;
his wisdom and power are above the wisdom
‘and power of man. Be faithful to your call-

ing and magnify it, The kingdom and the
- greatness thereof under the whole heaven are
ours. The yoke is broken, the fetters are
burst, and the Lord Almighty will assert his

right; and his will will be done by the Saints

on this the land of Zion, to purify and cleanse
it. And those who are expecting to receive
'the benefit and blessings of Zion never will,
- but will receive the judgments of Zion, unless
 their hearts are as pure as the angels. The
'man that is acting according tohis ability, as
‘are the angels, must be pure and holy in
heart, must not have an evil wish or desire
 reigning in his mortal body, but must be sane-
tified through the truth to the God of heaven.

What do you think, Elders, will any of you
 Teceive blessings upon any other grounds? No
'not one of you.

There are a great many, who profess to be
' still in the faith, neglecting to gather and
' waiting for the time when Zion will be re-
'deemed. George W. Harris, whom many of
' you remember, was going to wait in Kanes-
ville until we returned. Br. George A. Smith
'told him that the nearest way to the centre
'stake of Zion was through Great Salt Lake

City. Harris has gone to the spirit world, and
'where his cireuit will be I neither know nor
‘ care, though I am well convinced that br. Geo.
' A Smith was right.
| Where is the centre stake of Zion? InJack
'son county, Missouri. Were 1to try to pre-
' vent you from going there, 1 could not do it.

|is more glorious than ever John Wesley saw | Can the wicked? No, Can the devils in hell?

in vision. All the inhabiiants of the earth

' No, they cannot. Zion will be redeemed and

will enter into a glory, except the sons of | built up, and the Saints will r?fuice. I'his is

tinent, where the garden of Eden was made,

which the worlds were made and by which |world; they cried, “crucify him, erucify him;” to t
they are governed and controled, they realize ‘Jet his blood be upon us and upon our chil-l which we can prepare to go into the presence | no darkness, no sorrow, no grief. The power

that there is a vast difference between the man |dren.” God has removed the kingdom from | of the Father and the Son. Then letuslive toin- | of the Spirit of God has preserved me in the

who assumes his authority and the one who is |Jerusalem again to Zion, and here he will
appointed by his master to go and transact wind up the scene. Righteousness will go

business. Suppose that a number of individ-

uals, having no appo ntment, credentials or
authority, should come from any foreign coun-
try to the capital of our nation, and pretend
to be ministers of the government from whence

mercy of God must have their demands,

forth, and the wickedness upon the earth will i of old and of our day have promised you that
| be swept from it. Will I prophecy evil? No,| you shall be rewarded according toall you can
let us prophecy good. But the justice and| desire in righteousness before the Lord, if you
Let | live for that reward.
everything bave ifs, place and its just due,| Smith, the father of Joseph the Prophet, gaid,

perdition, or angels to the devil. - But where
will they dwell—what shall be their fate—
before they are prepired for a kingdom of
Gloiy? They will be cast into prison and
there remain until they have paid the debt
they have contracted, wherefore it is better to
make peace with the officer while in the way
with him, as Jesus has said. After they have
been thrust into prison and paid the uttermast
fartbing, then perhaps they will receive a life,

a glory, a kingdom that will be in accordance | miserable.

| the land of Zion, and who are
(in heart are Zion; they have Zion within them.

ion? The pure

 Purify yourselves, sanctify the Lord God in
'your hearts, and have the Zion of God within
you, and then you will rejoice more and more,
pray without ceasing, and in every thing give
thanks. Isif not a hard task to live this re-
ligion without enjoying the Spirit of it? Such
a course worries the feelings, fills a person
 with sorrow and affliction, and makes him
The easiest life to live, by any

with their feelings, desires, and doings while | mortal being on the earth, is to live in the
they were on the earth, | light of God’s countenance and have fellow-

The kingdom that this people are in pertains | ship with his Son Jesus Christ. 1 know this
to the Celestial kingdom; it is a kingdom in | by my own experience; in this course there is

herit that glory. God has promised you, Jesus | vigor of youth, and I am as active as a boy.
has promised you, and the apostles and prophets | How is it with you whe do not enjoy the Spirit
of vour religion? It is a bard life for you te

As Patriarch Joseph

they came, what attention would be paid to | both the good and the evil; and we will not| “if I have not promised blessings enough on

them Ly our Government? None, officially;
though they would probably be treated kindiy
and as gentlemen, if they behaved  them-
selves. But when a minister from the English
or any other European court comes with his
appointment, credentials, recommends, etc.,

 curse the wicked, for they are already cursed
—the wrath of the Almighty does not slumber
upon their track; their condition is lament-
'able. They live and flourish, and may have a

prophets did anciently. They flourish like a

the President of the United States, the con-green bay tree, and may so flourish for a few

ress, and officers of stale are ready to receive’| days, but they
So |dried and prepared to be cast into the fire,

im with the respect due to his position.
it is in the kingdom of God, and in regard to
this people.

Our persecutors have supposed that they p
persecuted us upon the same principal that |

the reformers were persecuted in the days of
Martin Luther and others; but in this they
are mistaken. Tell the world, sound it in
the ears of kings and rulers, that they are
Eeraeculi:.ga people to whose God they will

ave to pay every debt they coutract—they
will be brought into judgment for every act
against this kingdom.
of God; these are the people of God, as are all
who receive the truth, and follow its prinei-
ples. As to parentage we are no more the
children of God than are the rest ot the in-
habitants of the earth. Originally, as to our
parents, as to our organization and that which
pertaius to our life, we are all the children of
ene Father, whether we be Jew or Gentile,
bond or free, black or white, noble or igneble.
The difiference we see arises in consequence of
the different use made of the agency given to
man. Be careful, all the world, and touch

sot the anointed of the Lord; afilict not the

people who have the oracles of salvation for
all the human family, Will the world believe
shis statement? They can if they choose; but
the great majority of the inhabitants of the
earth will reject life and salvation when it is
resented to them, and in the end it will be
Bke the gleaning of grapes when the vintage
is done. A few here and a few there will re-
eeive the truth, and the Lord will empty the
sarth of the wickedness that now dwells up-
en it,
As br. Hf

demoerscy’

de has stated, the “harmonious

his is the kingdom

that underiook to destroy thilh

will become withered and

'while the kingdom of God will stand; and if
| we do not remain faithful,others will take our
 places,
i This is the kingdom of God, set up for the
'last time, and whosoever persecutes it perse-
'cutes the Son of God and the Father who sent
‘him. Here is the priesthood —the keys of
power and wisdom —that unlocks the store
hiouse of knowledge. These keys and this
power the world know nothing of. It is mar-
velous to the world that the things that are
known here—the very things that God reveals
here—are often at once kn wn by portions of
this kingdom in other nations. To many it is
'marvelous that intelligence ecan be so rapidly
communicated by means of the electro-mag-
netic-telegraph, but our method of communica-
tion is from heaven.

We know and understand the nations of the
earth, the power by which they exist, and

us. Reflect upon those powerful nations that
have existed, but are now nationally as though
they had never been; so it will be with the
nations that now exist, they will pass away,
others will come, and God will reign King of
nations as he now does King of Saints. It is
a glorious thought, my brethren, a thought
that should toneh the heart of every being on
the face of this earth, that God is going to
reign Lord of lords and King of kings—that
he is coming to the earth again, XHis king-
dom is growing, and his grace is bestowed
upon his ehildren, and they are coming to un-
derstanding and growing in grace.

it is not pleasing to a potter, after he has
a batch of clay mixed, ground, and made
gmooth and pliable for working into vessels,

few days ol prosperity, as the enemies of the |

their rise and downfall; the facts are before

.

ﬁuur head and stated enough in We blessing I,

ave given you, sit down and write every good
thing you ecan think of and every good thing
your neighbors can think of and putall into
your blessing, and [ will sign it and promise
the whole to you, if you will only live for it.”
But suppose a person does not live for the
promised blessings, will he receive them? No.
And we say to the Elders of Israel, be faith-
ful and you shall see the day when you will
have all the power you can wield and manage
to advantage. I can call Thomas B. Marsh,
who is now in the congregation, to witness;
he was once the President of the Quorum of
the Twelve Apostles. Soonafter theselection
of that Quorum, br. Marsh felt to complain.
| said to him, br. Thomas, if we are faithful
we will see the day, in the midst of this
people, that we will have all the power that
we shall know how to wield before God. I
call him to witness if I have not already seen
that day. Look at the rest of my brethren,
and have they not all the power they can
wield?

Br. Hyde, in his remarks, spoke about the
voice of God al a certain time, I could tell
many incidents relating to that circumstance,
which he did not take time torelate, We were in
his house, which was some ten or twelve feet
square. The houses in the neighborhood
shook, or, if they did not, the people thought
they did, for they ran together and inquired
whether there had been an earthquake. We
told them that the voice of God had reached
the earth, that they need not be afraid; it was
the powerof God, This and other events have
transpired to satisfy the people, you and all
who belong to the ehurch and kingdom of God
upon the earth.

When I met Sidney Rigdon, east of the Tem-
ple in Nauvoo, I knew then what I now know
concerning the organization of the echureh,
though I had told no man of it. 1 revealed it
to no living being, until the pioneers to this
valley were returning to Winter Quarters.
Br. Wilford Woodrulf was the first man I ever

spoke to about it. Said be, ]t is right; I bu-h

live, and you had better, from th's day, take
a course fo enjoy the Spirit of the Lord; then
you will be numbered with the wise. Let us
all so live as to have oil in our vessels—our
lamps trimmed for lighting—and be ready to
go in with the Bridegroom to the marriage
supper. 1 could tell you the meaning of that
portion of Scripture, but I have not time now.

The most ignorant of our Elders, with the
Spirit and power of God upon them, can, in
knowledgze of Scripture, lead the smartest of
the gentile priests into deep water and dip
them under and draw them back again at
their pleasure, and confound the Secripture
knowledge of the priesteraft that is on the
earth. During our return from England, br,
Heber C. Kimvall was beset by a number of
Baptist priests who had been attending a con-
ference. He read them all down out of the
New Testament. Br. George A. Smith sat
beside them, with a pocket Bible, and br. He-
ber would say, “br. George, turn to that.”
0, said the priests, ‘“‘you need not turn to
it, for we recollect it,”” when there was no
such passage in the Bible, He sat for two
hours, and advanced much Seripture that
never was in the Bible, as dil Benjamin
Franklin, when he was conversing with a man
who opposed bim upon the subject of charity,
and was particularly in favor of justice.
““You remember the Scripture,”” said Franklin,
““where it reads like this: Once on a time an
o'd man came, at even tide, to the door of
Abram’s tent. Abram bid him welcome,
but as he entered the tent, he gave not God
thanks. He said to Abram, canst thou give
me meal? And Abram said, thou art not
a servant of God, and thou shalt not have
meat, The old man said, let me have meat,
that I may live and not die, And the voice of
the Lord cameto Abram in this wise:—Abram
Abram, beholdest thou this aged servant of
mine, with whom I have borne nineiy-nine
years, and eanst thou not bear with him ope
night?” When Franklin got through, the man
had yielded the peint, ard asked him where he
read that; to which  Franklin replied, “you
will find it in the Dlst chap. of Geunesis,” and
there are enly filty chapters in that book. Owe
Elders may tell the priests that there are

fifty-one chapters in Genesis, and but few @
them, if any, will know that there aye uli



