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the most interesting surviviog remnan:
of that delusion.

Kariy members of the Cburob of
Jesus Christ of Liattersuny Salnls wil)
well remember tbe teacbings and ex-
pectatiocs of tbe Millerites; and many
no dyubt besard tbe founder bimsel
expound bie doctriner. It was in 183]
tbat hie aclivity began, when after »
¢lose study of tbe prophecies 1n the
Ola Testament, be came Lo the conclu-
rion that tbe end of the worll wae
fixed to occur between the 21st of
Merob, 1843, and tbe 2lst of Marech,
1844, His logie must ktesn per
sussive, for bie success was greal; and
a8 & reeult of bis labors and tbose oi
bia leading assuciales, the delusion
spread Jike wildfire, and tbousanus
npon thousands of people io the north-
eastern part of itbe Upited Bintes Armly
prepared themselves for the approach-
ing day of wrath.

Ofpoursstbe fateful year passed with
out any such catastrophe o] cbange as
Wiillam Miller’s followers had been
taught.to expect. Thbe world wagged
on 1o jts apcuislomed way, and year by
year tbe disappointed and deluded sect
lost members by apoetasy, resignation
and, veath, until it st last has passen
slmost out of recollection. One of the
very last of the origingl band, ess be
waspuiso one of the most important in
tbe baleyon gays of the fmovemenpt,

\was Lhe pnor old Alien Petfibone

whose seli-murgder bae just coourred.

DESIGN IN NATURE.

JHerbert 8penoer'a critiolsm of ‘Dar-
win’stbeory of naiural eclection le in-
teréetingly dischesed by n writer dn
retelit number of tbe Independent, It
bau been snppored by many tbat this
tbeory would aecount for the varlely
of species witbout msoribing the cre-
atlve process to a Bupreme intellf-
gonce. L

Mr. Bpencer points out the jwpossi-
bility of obteining sdvantageous varia-
‘l’t)n‘alina Lighly organized heinu by

akoe, for lnstance in the cree of ani-
msld ke tbe oat, which are fitted for
lﬁ'ﬁbing. Thbe dJifflouls quesiion for
thuse who deny any purposive element
at the bottem of organic evolution is,
how to secnre tbat complicated cs-
ordination of results Involved in the
development of any - decidedly au-
vanlageous anatomical variatione. For
example, the anatomical varia-
$iope by which an animal ag-
cnetomed to rexnlar movement over
smoctb ground fe transformed into one
adapted tv the work of leaping’ ov.t
rough surfaces in not confihed to
chavges in & eingle organ, but involves
eg-urdinate changes In aimost every
part of theaystom. The abllity to leap
Hke 8 RAangaroo, or even like a cat, in-
voives ® siriking development pot
ooty in the length and strength of the
boges of tbe bind limbe, but in the
articulations of the jointr, and la the
development of the mueolea. A churge
must take place ot oniy in one bone
Aod one set of muecles, but in all the
boner of the hinder extrem tles simul-
tanecusly. Not only must tbe lone
bones and thelr co-ordinale muscles by
whigh the limbe are sudden)y length-
ened for a leap be projerly modiflea,
but the bones of tbe toes which sus-
tain the reaction of the lesp an
tHeft od-ordlnate muscles must  be
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correspondingly modified, Otbeorwise
there: will. be no fajerum for tho in-
oressed exertion to aol apon. Thue,
witbout o unting the cbanges wni h
wpuld be required in the “pelvis ae
well asin the nerves and blood veeselp,
tbere are, counticg bones, muscles,
tendons and ligaments, at least Hity
difterent parts in ea¢h bind leg which
have to,be enlarged. Moreover, they
have to be enfarzed inuolike degrees,
Thbe muecles aud tendons of the outer
toes, for example, need not be added to
80 much us those of Lbe medinl toes.??
The cbhances that sl these changea
shali oocur togetber spontanecualy are
88 one Ino favor, to many miilions
agalnet. Tbheir actual concurrende
brings most plearly to view a udlvinity
at work ebaping the development of
animals as well as the lives nf men.
But tbe argument does not close
even here, An animal adapted in the
hinder portions of bis body for leaping
higb in the.aiy must also b adapted
for protection avainst the viclence o
tbe descent which je involved In overy
such aecent. The forclimbs must be
obanged se much as the hind ones are,
but 1n a radieally different manner.
To learn the diffrrent charaoter of these
obanyer, 6he has but fo '‘coutrast the
merked)y bent 'tuind limbe of a cat
,wit fts almost stréigbt fore lmb#, or
contr.8t the silence of tbhe upwatu
japring on to tbe fably with the tbod
whicb tbe fore paws " make as it Jampe
uft the table.”” *Td make Lhe ¢changes
intbe hind limbs advabtageous th x’lo
must be a eimultaneods shange ih ib'a

c¢hanges is taken inlo account 'the
probabilitles agalnst thelr arlsing for.
tultsusly and In a progreesive adjust-
ment to the first, runs up Into thle
bllllone; ‘80 thut it 18 outeide mny
rational recognition, .

1t  tbe {nipcesibllity” f npature
belng In its inBoliude of ' forma,
tbe reenlt of eobapce 8 ad-
mitted, tbe only ratlonsl gonelu-

slon coficeivable {8 that it js tbhe work
of an intelligence, encow parsing the
epnd from the bezinning, and this wod-
ern pbiloscpby, afief” yrevious bedita-
ticn and bewiderment, is rapidly
demont trating., Bellevers were, onoe
considerpd, antiquated In their views;
soon skepties will be found only in the
rear rao ke 1 the genaral mareb of pros
utrees,

LIBRARIAN SI'OFFORD’S NEMESIS.

Every In‘elligent visitor to the Clapl-
tol at Washington whese roumds of

tbat glofious bmilding included tbe
congtessional’ library (eilber In fin
nreseni of pséL guerters), must have
Deen etyuck with the admirable fitness
and the splendid oapneity of ite ublef,
Librariap A. R. Bpoflord. ®or a great
ARy years be bas beld the position,
and beis far better knowo today than
tbe great majority of congressmen
whore term ot office bas beén eoinci-
dent with bie. A thorough hook-
worm, and appurently baving at his
An er tips tbhe oontents of the vast
elores of volumes under his direciion,
ne is neévertheless n most amiable and
approscbable man, good-natured and
arcommodating in the higbest fegree.

These gruces and gqualificatioos,
however, may not blind_the observer
to the tact, but rather rerve to em-
_phmliqe it, that aeeordlns to recent

fore liinbe. When tbe number of these

dispatcbes Mr. Spcflord’s own good.
nese pf hesrt msy bave led to his un-
doing. Bookworms are net usually
keen busine 83 mes; and when they are
partioulerly easy-tempered, tbey are
peculiarly the vietime of unscrupulous
and tricky associales. The cop¥rigbt
departroent of tbe library is of itse]f a
memmotb fnstitution and its fees must
agrregate a very Jarge sum. In the
detailed jabor of  keeping all
tbese thivge straigbt, any cbjef
must of uecessh:)‘ depend largely
upon subordinatee. In the pres-
vnt Instapce it is necessary to
etate that in addition to bis own pre-
sumed inability to grapple with ac-
counte, Mr. Bpofiord bas been tbe un-
suspeoting viotim of the mpolle system
in itz worst form. The library has
been deemed & euitable place for con-
gressional favotites, who ba¥e been
dumped In upen tbe sged cbief, no
doubt {n many instances quite regard-
less of their fitneee, In & way cuicu-
lated to upset the best intentions of a
far more s gressive and vigorous offi.
ocirl. It ie another glaring instanpe of
tbe bavoc wrought Ly tbat pernicious
evil in our public departmente. Atany
time an outrage and & orime, the spoils
syster I8 eppecisily atroclous wben it
drags intodisrepute and bermirches the
‘obaracter of an honorable, lovable, abje
put gentle old man, -

INPORTANT TO MEXIOiN °
COLONINTS,

For the benefit of those who eitber
for business or plensure contemplate a
prolonged Jolrouy or permanect settle-
ment io _0}d Mexico, the NEWSB gives
tntormaticy thst the onstons bouse at
Lias Palemas + as been reopened., "The
poiat les immedintely south of Dewn.
Irg, New “Mexlco, whbere the rajiroad
would be jeit vy tbhose proreeding into
tbe neighboring republic in that
vicinity. 1t wse cloeed some Hme-ago
owing to vsrious unpleneantnesser, anu
since then settlers desiring to eroep tne
border bave had "to make a consider-
ahle detoutr in ordet toresch anolber
+fMeoe where tbair eﬂ‘eofg- could be
properly inspectod and pasied. Its Te-
opeuing wili be a great oonveqia oo to
all such +8 may wisbh to ldentily them-
selves with our settlements in Chibua-
bue, aod’the factsbould bb generally
made khown.

PROTECT THE STAGE.
U S

In the interest of the stage ns well-an
morality-io general, the scheme to pre-
sent in dramatic form Ltbe borrible
tragedy enacted in tbe Emmanuel
Baptist cbureb, 8an |Franeleeo, should
be protested sgainst wod irowned
down. Itls not impoisible tbhat sueh
blond-pnrdiing scenes wouid draw large
andlences and conaequently prove suc-
cestful from a tuere mercenary point of
view, Manuy people ate instinctively
drawn towarde the borrible as the bird
towards the ven mous fangs of the
snake. People used to flook around
tbe stakes whete buman beings wore
expiring In untold sgonles, around
tbe gallowe and executlionel’s ax, no

mutter If they knew beforeband
that they would swoon be-
lorg all wus over. ' Thay apirit



