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throughout syria in 1860 but since then
many european christians have set-
tled in the city which has greatly in-
creased in extent beyrodt now has a
good harbor and there are so many
european buildings and other eu-
ropean improvements that the place
hasbas lost many of its oriental charac

in part
syria in the ordinaryoid inary modern sense

ofif tho name rconsists of a long and
narrow district of country lying on the
east shore of the mediterranean ex-
tending from the highlands of the
taurus on the north to egypt on the
south between 36 degrees 5 minutes
and 31 degrees north latitude a dis-
tance of miles this includes pales-
tine the country is divided lengthwise
into several regions of very different
character from noth to south ex-
tends a range of hills and mountains
broken by but few transverse valleys
to the west ofef these mountains lies
the seaboard of the mediterranean
to the east is the great syrian desert
a fertile steppe which when artificiaartificiallyly
watered yields the most luxurious pro
due e this is the great interior of the
country and is called a desert because
of its lack of water it extends at a
mean level of about 1900 feet to jhcthc
neighborhood of the river euphrates
and is inhabited by independent nom-
adic beduino it is traversed by num
erous caravans if syria is taken in
its strict sense as meaning that part
of the country which is cultivated
its eastern limit is the desert and is
therefore but vaguely defined

owing to the great inequalities in
the surface of the country the climate
varies greatly in different parts oi08
syria the year asan a rule consists on-
ly of two seansons the rainy and the
dry spring which is the most pleas-
ant part of the year last from the
middlemiddleofof march till the middle of may
promfrom the beginning of may to the end
of october the skyky tois almost uninter-
ruptedly cloudless thunder and rain
during the wheat harvest as men-
tioned in I1 samuel 12 17 18 axeare of
very rare occurrenceoccur ence heavy devdewa
usually fall at night even in the nighthight
of summer but this is not the case on
the desert toward the end of octo-
ber clouds begin to rise and the rainy
seasoneason is sometimes ushered in by

several thunderstorms this is the
first or former rain of the bible deutbeut
11 14 joel 2 23 which softens the
parched up soil to such an extent that
the husbandman can plow it decem-
ber january and february are gen-
erally stormy and rainy the rain tak-
ing the form of snow among the higher
mountains the latter rains fall-
ing in march and april promote the
growth of the crops

the variations of temperature in
syria are very considerable in the in-
terior as well as in the hill land of
palestine and the mountains further
north the thermometer often falls be-
low the freezing point at damascus
2265 feet above the sea level jerusal-

em 2594 feet and even at aleppo
1143 feet snow falls almost

every winter though it usually
lies no longer than a day east of
the jordan however snow lies torfor sev-
eral days and on some of the moun-
tain peaks of lebanon all the year
round the highest temperature ever
recorded at jerusalem was in august
1881 degrees pahrfahr the lowest 25
deg fahr january 1864 the
climate of the valley of the jordan is
much hotter

the population of syria is estimated
at about two millions of which about

live within that area of country
which Is generally called palestine
ethnographically the population con-
sists of franks jews syrians arabs
and turks or according to religions
of edans christians and jews
and several other sects the pranks
europeans who are residents of pale

1 stineaine form a very small proportion of
the population distinct from them
are the so called Levantines euro-
peans especially italians and greeks
or descendants of Europeans who have
entirely adopted the manners of the
country the jews who remained in
the country after the destruction of
jerusalem were but few in number
most of them who now reside in pale-
stine

i

are comparatively recent settlers
from europe by syrians is meant
the descendants of all those people who
spoke aramaic at the beginning of the
christian era with the exception of
the jews the native christians are
mostly descendants of the population
which occupied syria before the prom-
ulgationul of the es-
tablishment of elEI islam as the state
religion of syria caused a number of
christians syrians and greeks to em-
brace it while others held fast to their
own religion tre aramaic language
gave place to the arabic the arab-
ian population consists of hadari or
settled and bedahl plural badu or
nomadic tribes the latter are most-
ly of pure arabic blood while the set-
tled population is of a very mixed ori-
gin the beduino are professedly
moslems but as a rule their sole care
Is for their flocks and their predatory
expeditions they are the direct de-
scendantsants of the half savage nomads
who have inhabited arabia from time
immemorial their dwellings consist
of portable tents made of black goats
hair it is supposed that the black
tents of kedar mentioned in solo-

mons song 1 5 was made of the same
material the turks are the official
part of the community and are not
numerous in syria they are classed as
intellectually inferior to the Arabs but
are shrewd and farseeingfar seeing arab is
the language of the country but
french greek italian russian eng-
lish etc is also spoken most of the
business men and many others speak
several languages

ANDREW JENSON
PUBERTY AND adolescence

the attendance had largely in-
creased by the second day insomuch

i that more seating room had to be pro-
vided the teachers greeted dr hall
with enthusiasm as he stepped upon
the platform following is substanti-
ally what he said

puberty the time when the procre-
ative functions are completely deve-

loped ranges from 10 to 1318 years with
girls and 11 to 15 years with boys
puberty marks the ushering in of
adolescence which may ordinarily be
said to cover a period of ten years
it is without doubt the most important
epoch in the educational life of the
individual the facts herewith pre-
sented represent the cream from many
pans it tois only recently that this
period of life has received the atten-
tion it deserves from psychologists
but the harvest of facts has been un-
usually large and valuable and as a
consequence we are furnished with a
new basis for the construction of a
philosophy of education

first of all the physical changes are
so great as to amount almost to a re-
construction there is a rapid in-
crease of growth reaching to as high
as 6 and 8 inches in a single year
instances have been recorded where
the growth has been 12 and even 14
inches but these are cases of disease

the upward movement is most rapid
in the spring the thickening process
beginning in midsummer increasing
slowly during the tallfall and ceasing al-
together during the winter the most
rapid of all is the growth of the brain
by the twelfth year it has attained
almost completely its normal size and
weight thereafter its changes are
functional it grows in complexity
the association fibresfabres connect part

with part and as a general resresultalt te
texture increases in rigidity

the muscles begin to grow cumiMAIN
rapidly when the brain ceases tj j
isia a period which demands rest jaw
der to give the growing fibresfabres

and undisturbed opportunity 43 1
indicative of the increased chemtobactivity of the body the temperate4rises one and a half degrees Jn
molecular changes become more rudthe bones become britt leand the caitserbasection measurement of the arteriftincreases day by day 1sy

A complete reversal of the relativelelath
1

size of the heart and arteries hakeaplace resulting in unusual bloodsure which may serve to account ttpart for the strong feelings of emotionwhich surge through the mind aaril
secure during this critical period 1

it is now that hereditary begins IAassert itself most strongly anattraits undreamed of come to theftsthe frontschildren who up to this period lweresembled one parent in desposikuta kand appearance often change so
petely as to resemble the atherhtary diseases also begin to show theal
selves but such is the marveloullpower of nature
adolescence is given its bestbeat 0opp
ity such weaknesses are usually
come this is another reason
freedom from hard labor shottsecured during this critical pprenod

who has not been struck wlwithsudden changes that occur ia 1
habits of young people in respect ofthat pertains to their own person
both in regard to physical and
mental changes adolescence a
in affect to a rebirthre birth

the sense of touch
unusually acute so alsotfine pressure sense childrenyear or two before blundered onely against anything that cazak
their way recognizing nothingnothinC 4did not actually inflict pain MOW
come sensible of the slightest cw

unusual attention is bestowed
the toilet boys begin to patrolpatrorn
barber long ere other people eamany signs of a beard girtegirls
hours before a mirror studyingpossibilities of toilet devices to6
hance their natural charms

the sense of taste becomes keen
demands strong flavors girls salthe newly awakened craving bybyi
less quantities of candy and bon lboys are in danger of the to
liquor habits

the ear is likewise sensitized
love of noise for its own sake e
the love of music begins asoundnature unnoticed hithertobe afftract attention girls w
ecstacy amid the bowers of
songsterssong boys are alive to SK

sound about them and strive ttoC k 1
tate dogs cats horses cows sheea
other animals it is likewise the y
en period of whistling

the voice tois also stimulated totoa
less activity girls practice dingi
boys yell with a gusto that
charm the heart of a comanche

the eye becomes sensitivesensa tive to
and form and flowers win new A

I1

converts A may dday
of girls might be mistaken aftso tar
color goes for an unusual a J

tion of butterflies and boys
necktiesneck ties that make you wink

A curious formationtransformationtras takes
in speech the garrulousgar ulous prattle t r
childhood ceases for young ladlesladled ahgentlemen cannot condescend to
muni cate their ideas by baby taac
dumbfounddumb found period ensues torfor ft
their minds are much enlarged
things very little with the atsigned
symbols of things the result hl
their speeches are monosyllable
best agglutinative slang P

not only a great temptation isisb
a necessity for slang is a sort
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