
THE DESERET WEEKLY
they wowbew ordered perhaps after
althealj the reading of the sewer ordin-
ance which involves an enormous
expenditure of public funds was
needless this is a feature of the
I1 liberalLiberalil rule all of that party vot-
ing awe theyare ordered which must
be dispensed with ltit isa a menace to
thebe republic and the american
people do not propose to stand it
we sayaay to them unless you come
out from under the rule and dldictator
shiphip of a gang of men whose con-

duct is inimical to the interests of
this government your property
rights will be jeopardized and the
ballot will be stricken from your
alien hands

MORE COMMENTS ON THE

declaration
tinsTHE press of the country still agi-

tates the mormon question and
the effect upon it of the action of
the church in relation to further
plural marriages we have re-
trained

re-
frained for several days from repro-
ducing more of these comments lesteat
we should weary our readers we
will now publishpubs a selection from a
large varsemass of clippings in addition
to those which have already ap-
peared in these columns

the published in san
francisco says

The Mormon movement will hence-
forth get a more respectful study than
it identified with polygamywo say respectful attention for con

in any aspect a movement
which has controlled the constconsciencebenoe
and the conduct of hundreds of thou-
sands of people some of them of highintelligence cannot be ignored by phiph I1

knophers and students of psychology
considering the difference in the age
and mormon move-
mentment made much more rapid progress
thanbad Mahometa nisin and the inquiry

into the ause of its growth will beeom otof prime interestInterist this final
astep out of polygamy will raise some
interesting legal questions and precip-
itate some political issues of great im-
portance does it remove the bar to
the admission of utah into the unionIs a territory to be kept subordinatebecause a biljomajorityrity of its people be-long to a certain church

1101 question relates to the
statusatus of mormonscormons in idaho who arenow in outlawry by the hideous pro-
visions of the state constitution
when the church pubpubliclyliely announcesannounce
that it ceases to teach polygamy duesduethe test oath provided in that consti-tution boase to operate can the idahomormons next year approach the bal
lot box and be reinstated in their civil
and political rights the altaalia sees no
reasia for refusing them their rightsbut can they be regained without an
appeal to the courts tuto make it a mat
W of proof that the church haspurged them

the mormon leaders deserve creditfor voluntarily removing a reasonwhich was being pleaded bytoyfor legislation that was running
away from the principles of free gov
ornrnment they have been wise in i

this let us hope that these people
will now feel more and more that they
are americans and part
and lot in the futurefeature and the destiny
of the republic

the cheyenne sun makes tthisbig
brief enunciation

the formal renunciation of polpolyg-
amy

y
by the mormon church on taethe

ground that it is in conflict with the
united statesscales law is causing much
comment throughout the country
there is every reason to believe that
the latter day saints are in earnest I1 I1

the omaha bee has had bousiconsider-
able

dar
to say on the question being at

first rather skeptical but finally in
a long editorial it discusses the sub-
ject in a more rational kanuer and
closes in this waysway

As to the motives that prompted
this action of the mormonscormons it is not
important to inquire if they havefia e
honestly and minee rely renouncerenouncednoe d
polygamy that is enough and we
cannot see how there can longer be a
reasonable doubt that such is the case
the laws however will be preserved
at least until the country shall become
convinced that they can be of no fur-
ther

far-
ther service meanwhile the action
vikenikent by the mormon church in re-
moving the chief if not the only
groundround of opposition to it ought to
have results benellbeneficialcial to the material
interests of utah and to all classes of
the people of that territory

the st lulsL mis pod dispatch con-
cludes an article in these words

although a practical surrender ofmormon principles if is a mastermaker
stroke of policy in that it will take
mormonism out of national if not lo-
cal politics and will wipe out the
ground which has existed for legisla-
ting against the mormonscormonsMor mons As long as
this ruling prevails the mormonscormons
must be treated as a religious sectmeet en
titledtilled to all the privilegesprivilegeslefes of other re-
ligious organizations

from the mawnmacon georgia tele-
graph we make these extracts

there is conclusive evidence that
only a small minority of the mor
mons had a plurality of wives when
congress began to legislate against
polygamy few of the present gen-
eration have practiced polygamy itwatwas maintained almost exclusively by
the elders of advanced years who rep-
resent the original mormon ideas and
practices it is true some of the mon
ogalogamists among the mormonscormons have
been stout and uncompromising op-
ponents of federal interference in the
ddomesticoniestic affairs of the peonie of
utah

it Is only fair that the mormon
general conference should have full
credit for its declaration against the
practice of polygamy it has been
supplemented by assurances from the
highest officials of the mormon
church that they mean to execute the
decree of the conference as efficiently
as they possibly can lotlet us give the
mormonscormons a chance and encourage
every disposition on their part to re-
form

the jefferson city va abune
concludes a lengthy editorial with
these reremarkslemarlmarl

the constitutionality of these dras-
tic measures was contested in the
courts as determinedly as their
enactment had been opposed in con-
gress and with as little success thesupreme courtconr 0ot the united statesstages

sustained the power of the goerngo ern
ment which left the mormonscormons no re-
course but to submit

thia it hasbaa at last done it retailits peculiar faith butbat it denounce
plural marriage it thereby purgespurged
itself of criminality and puts itself in
line with the law and popular senti-
ment

this is practically the end of po-
lygamy and paves the way for the ad-
mission of utah as a state

this is the doping paragraph of
auan editorial in the galveston texas
news

the latest news from utah senoseems
to be decisive of the mormon trouble
tiethe president of the mormon church
in general conference has come out0 t
squarely3 forbidding polypolygamygomy I1 azand
declaringdec for obedience to wethe lowlaw as
a matter of principle and he deaton
for the apostles bishops and elders
who sustain lihnhim unanimously it leas
to be hoped that this will terminate
the very unpleasant political condi-
tions in utah it was becoming a mat-
ter of concern to ametAmeiamericanicancan democrats
that a popopopulouslous and wealthy territory
should exist without local self govern
ment and be a sphere for the exercise
of such exceptional powers asan have
not been seen elsewhere in this coun-
try since the extremesextromest phases of re-
construction

the pittsburgPit va appeal con
eludes

there is no reason to doubt that
these professions and deciadeclarationsrations
were made in good faith and thatplural mardikesmarmarridiges in the mormon
church are a thing of the past what-
ever the religious tenets of the latter
day saints may be concerning the
propriety or permissibility of such
marriages concerns no oveone butbat them
selves all that can be asked of biemthem
is that they respect the laws of the
country of which they are elticitizenszerianor would it be right or hunhumaneiano to
disturb the relations of those families
that have been organized and have
biown up under the old mormon dis-
pensationpensation the women and children
ought to be protected provided and
cared for for in no instance should
the innocent be permitted to suffer

the washington D C bazette
has the annexed editorial para
graph

it having become a fixed fact that
the mormonscormons have abandoned poleg
amy anaa a practice in obedience tuto lawslawa
which have been decided to be consti-

tutionaltuttuti ionalcual no way remains to keep
people under thothe dominion gt

a few weltwell salaried federal officiateciale
and a sprinkling of gentiles in utah
except to pass the pending bill dis
franchising alleged mormonscormons who
may decline to swear that they do not
believe in their church tenets will
the Rorepublicanpublican Voncongressgreas go that
length in order to continue their hold
on the spoils and itii so how many
alleged democrats will vote with
them A religious test oath is all
that is needed to round out the anti
personal liberty record of the present
Coucongresscoutressgress pi

the 13baltimorealtimore md herald flu
ashes a discussion ofef
the question as follows

fg mormonism finally brought to bay
in the valleys and mountain fastnessesfastnesses
of the mighty west may be still only
in its infancy adapted to changed
conditionsconditionso it doubtless has the vital
uyity anuand tenacity of other religious beb
aien in14 other parts of the world


