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they were ordered. Perhaps, afterl
all, tbe reading of the sewer ordin- I
ance—which involves an enormous
expenditure of public funds—wns|
needless. This is & feature of the
Liberal® rule—all of that party vot-
ing as they are ordered-—which must
be dispensed with. 1tis a menaeceio
the Ropublic and the American |
people do not propose to stand it. |
We say to them, unless ynu come |
out from under the rule and dictator-l
ship of a gang of men whose con-
duct is inimieal to the interests of |
this Governwment, your pronerty |
rights will be jeopardized zad the
ballot will be stricken from your |
alien hands. |

—

MORE COMMENTS ON THE
“DECLARATION. " I

THE press of the country still agi-
tntes the “Mormon’* question and
the eflect upon it of ihé nction of
the Church in relation to furiber |
plural marriages. We have re-
frained for several days from repro- |
ducing more of these comments legt
we should weary our readers. We
will now publsh a selection from a
large mnass of eclippings in addition
to those which have already ap-
peared in these colutans,

The Cuafifornian, published in Ban
Francisco, says:

—

“The Mormon movement will hence-
forth get a more respeetfui studyv than
it had while identified witli polygamy,
Wa sy rospectful attention, for con- |
sidered in any aspect, a 1novcment
which has controlled the conssience
and the conduet of bundreds of thon-
sands of people, some ol them ef high
Intelligence, cannot heignored by phi- |
losophers and students of psychology.
Considering the difference fn the age
and circumstances,the Mormon innye-
ment made much more rapid progress
than Mahotnetanism, and the inquiry
into the cause of its growth will he- |
coma ol prime interest. This final |
step out of polygamy will raize some
interesting legal questions and precip-
itate some poiitical issues of great imi-
portance. Does it remove the bar to
the admlssion of Ulah inhto the Union?
Is & Terrltory to Le kopt subordinate
because a tajority of its people be-
long to a cartain Chureh?’!

“*The lapal question relates to the
atatus of Mormons in Idaho, who are
now in outlawry by the hideouns pro-
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this. Let us bope that theas people
will now feel more and more that they
are Americans and have mutual part
and let in the futurc and the destiny
of the Republic.”

The Cheyenne Sun makes this
brief enunciation:

‘“The formal rennnciation of polyg-
amy by the Mormon Church, on the
gronnd that it is in conflict with the
United States law, is ecausing much
comment throughout the ecountry.
There i3 every reason to believe (hat
the Lalter-day Saints are in earnest."

The Omaha Bee has had eonsider-
able to say on the guestion, being at
firgt rather skeptieal, but finally in
a long editorial it discuases the sub-

Ject in a more ratioval mawuer acd

closes in this way:

‘tAs to the motives that prompted
thig action of the Mormons it is net
important to inguire. If they bave
and wingerely renounced
polygamy, that is enough, and we
cannot sce how there can longer be a
reasonable doubt that such isthe case.
The laws, however, will be preserved,
at [east until the coantry shall become
convinced that they cau be of no fur-
ther service, Meanwhile the action
taken by the Mormon Church, in re-
moving the chief if not ithe only
ground of opposition to it, ought fo
liavo results benetfieial to the material
interests of Uiab and to all classes of
the people of that Territory.””

The 8t. Louis Post-Dispaleh con-
cludes an article in these words:

“Although a practical surrender of
Mormon prineiples, it is a Inasier
stroke of policy in that it will take
Mormonism out of national, if not 1o-
eal politice, and will wipe out the
ground which huas existed for legisla-
ting against the Morinons. As long as
ikkls ruling prevails, the Mormons
must be treated as a relipious sect en-
titled to all the privueges of other re-
liglous organizations.’

From ithe Mavon, Qeorgia, Tele-
graph we make Lhere extracte:

“There is gonclusive ovidenca that
onty a amall njnority of the Mor-
ions bad o pluratity of wives when
Congress bogan to legislate against
polygamy. Few of tho present gen-
erntfen have practiced polygamy. It
was maintained almost exclusively by
the Elders of advauced ycars who rep-
resent the original Mormon ideas and
practices. It is true some of the mon-
vgamists among the Mormons have
been stont and uncompromising op-
ponents of federal inter{feronce in the
doniestic affairs of the peopde of
Utah."

“It is aply fair that the Mormon
general confersnce should have full
credit for its dectaration 1gainst the

visions of the State Constitution, l Practice of polygamy. It has been
When the Chureb publicly announces | $9pplemsnted by assurances from the
that it ceases to teach polsygamy, duoes h.lgnast officials of the DNMormon
thé test oath provided in that consti- | Chureh thal they mean to execute the
tution ceaso to operate? Canthe Idalio | decree of the conference as effiviently
Mormons next year approach the bal- | #8 they possibly can. Let us give the
lot-box and he reinstated in their eivil | Mormons a ghance and encourage
und political rights? The Altg sees no Bvery”dlsposluon on thelr part to re-
Yoason for refusing them their rights. form.

But can they be regained without an
appeal to the courts to make it a mat-
ter of proof that the Oburch has
purged them?" | there remarke:

* The Mormon leaders deserve credit; '*Thao constitutionality of these dras-
for voluntarily removing a reason |tic tneasures was contested in the
which was being pleaded by politi | courts as determinedly as  their
clans for legislation that was runniag | enactment had been opposed in Con-
away from the prineciples of free govs | gress, and with as little success, The
eroment. Th_ey hgve been wise in Bupremw Conry of the Unitod Stafes

snstained the power of the govern-
ment, which left the Mormons no re-
course but to suburit.

'“This it has at last done. It relains
1ts peculiar faith, but it denounces

Iural marriage. It thereby pu?es
itself of criminality, and pats itself in
line with the law and popular senti-
ment,

“This is practically the end of po-
Iygamy and paves the way for the ud-
mission of Utah as a Siate,”!

This is the closing paragraph of
au editorial in the Qalveston, Texas,
News:

©The latest news from Utabh scems
to be decisive of the Mormon trouble.
The President of the Mormon Church
in general conference has come oyt
squarely forbidding polygamy and
declaring for obedicnce 10 the Iaw as
a matter of principle, and he speaks
for the Apostles, Bishops and E?ders,
who sustain hin unanimouosly. It is
to bo boped that this will terminate
the very nnpleasant political condi-
tions in Utah, It was becoming a mat-
ter of concern to American democrais
that a populous and wealthy Territory
ahould exist without local self-govern-
ment, and be a sphers for the exercise
of such exceptlonal powers as have
not been seen slsewhere in this coun-
try since the extremest phases of re-
construgtion. '’

The Pittsburg, Va., Apreal con-
cludes:

“There is no reason to doubt, that
these professions and decfaralions
were made in good f{aith and that
plural marritges in the Mormon
Church are a thing of the past. "W hat-
ever the religioustenets of the Latter-
day Saints may be concerning the
propriety or permissibility of such
marriages concerns no oune but them-
selves,  All that can be asked of them
i3 that they respect the lawy of the
country of which they are oitizens.
Nor would it be right or humane o
disturb Lhe relations of those families
that have been organized and have
grown up under the nld Mormon dis-
pensation. The women and cinldren
ought te be proelected, provided and
cared for, for in Do instance should
the innocent he permitted 1o suffor.”

The Washington, D. C. tJuzells
has the appexed editorial para-
graph:

It having become a fixed fact that
the Mormons have abandoned polyg-
ainy am a practice 10 obedlsnecs tu laws
which have beea decided to be consti-
tutional, ng way remains Lo keep
180,000 people under the dowinion pf
a few well salaried faderal officials,
and a sprinkling of Gentiles in Utah,
except Lo pass the pending bill dis-
franchising alleged Mormons who
may decline {0 swear that they do not
believe in their Church tenets. Will
the Ropublican Congress go
Jength in order to"tontinue their hold
on the spoils, and, it 80, how man
alleged Demiocrats will vote wit
them? A religious test oath is all
that is needed to round out the anti-
personal liberty record of the present
Cougress,'

The Baititnore, Md., Herald .fiu-

thiat

The JefTerson City, Va., 7¥ibune | ja1e5 a comprehensive diseussion of
[coneludes s lengthy editorial with | ine question as followe:

#pMormonism finaliy brou%ht to bay
in the valleys and mountain {ustnesses
of the mighty West may be still only *
in its infancy. Adapted to changed
conditions, ic doubtless has the vital-
ity and tenacity of other religlous bo«
liefs jn olher payis.of the world,



