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dsy was celebratled {n the large Taber-
nacle Loday, commencing at the honr
of ten a, m, Before tbattime arrived
the pody of tbe Tabernacle wap filled
wilth people snd nearly all the seats In
the grilery were ocoupled.

The two center rows of seate for
soms dietance back Were reserveu for
ibe famiiy snd friends of President
Woodrufl, the membera of the Legisia.
tore and others, until 10:23, at whioh
time the publlo were aliowed to f1ll up
the remaining unoccupted eeata,

The Tabernacle cholr occupied ite
usna} position, While Reld’s Baod was
siationed in the east end of the gallery
apnd discoursed sweel muesio al inter.
vals during the proceedings,

W hen Presidenl Woodruff appeared
on the stand st 10:07 o'clook, he
regeived 8 perfect ovasllon, The

opon tbis Important occssfon. Yeslers
dsy those who were present might
have observed my oondition. I wae
perfectly overwheimed I1n consegaence
of the spene before me, It wae not
what was waid particalarly, but it
brougbt to my mind jo overwhbelming
power my boyhood auad esrly
manhood and my deeires that
[ migbt llve upon the earth to find a
people who would recefve the Goss
pel of Jeeus Obrlat as taught by Christ
and the Apostiee. In meeting with
thyusands of the ghlldren of the
Listter-day Bainte, it br:ogbt to my
mind Lthose aceaer and the fulfiliment
of my prayers and desires betore the
Lord,

I bope this morning I may be able
to make o few remarke. I will eay
thie, It hese heen & desire of my life,
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PRESIDENT WILFORD WOODRUFF,

pgregrtion Bsroee in a body,

::tu“e ?u&lng their hesndhkerchiefs
joined with tbe oboir io slnglog
“Our God we raissto Thee, Thonoke
free, We bere

for Thy hlessings

enjoy.” The Bcene presented
doring the singing was very
beautiful indeed. Wbile Lhe crowd

Wwaa nolt so large 68 al yesterday'’s
sesslon, yet all ltbe eeals were taken
and maoy people were elandlpg In
the atsles and on Lthe stalrwaya lead-
ing to the gallery.

The proceedings wele opened by Lhe
Tabernacle ohoir singlong Noble QChtef,
after whioh prayer wae oflered by

President Joseph F. Bwmith, Ohoir
then sang Husil, FProphet, Brother,
Frlend.

Apn address of welcome was then
msde by Presideat Woodrufl,. He
apoke as follows; 5

I tee)] highly bopored this morning

in meeting with s0o mauy of my frlendes

'
frorn my hoybood op, never L0 ad-.
dress any ssrembly of peonle whom I
could not make hear what I bad tossy,
[ feel the same this merning; [ do not
know whether I osn make this as-
sembly hesar me or not; oy [ will.do
the best I can.

As I osn bhardly expect to ever
heve the opportonity of addressiog
tbe people of this Stats and my
frlends In dmye tu oome, [
nave a few reflestions apon
my mind that I wisb to lay before youw
And I will say Lhey are different trom
apy of my public epeeches that I have
bewn In the habit of presentiing to tbe
people. I have consalted no man with
regsard to tbe coares I saould pursue in
my remarks here this moroing, and I
Jdo pot know thst I shall eatiefy my
'riends o the remarks that I may
muke,

Firet, I want lo eay 8 few .words
upuen polities. 1 bope that will not

saetonieh you. I have Dot beea in tbe
babit of tbis beretofors. Butl feel]
desirouns to ray a few things Lhet are
opon my miad. In the firsl place,
there is not one flem, not one nentence
io the Conpstitution of the United
Ztatles, nof in the lawa of the Unlted
Btatss, or of the 8tate ef Utab, that de-
prives any citizen, of any nDame,
aatore rellgion or politice Ip the Iand,
from joining amy politieal party he
winbes of votlng for whomeoever bhe
wirhes, This is the right of every
wan without hindranose. We
bAave been scoused nt  times
of osog Oboroh 1ofluence to
guide and direct the 8tate. Thls in
ocearlomally presented to the pablio as
our sotion, I feel it my right and duty
to eny bere today that] wesasquainted
with Joseph 8mith and aseoointed
with bim from 1833 anotil bie martyr-
dom, 1 bave been acqgualpted with
Brigbam Young and associated with
bim for forty years of my life, at bomse
and sbrosd, upnder mapy olrcum-
stances. I have aleo been acqualnted
with John Tuylor snd labored with
him in every eapsoity In whioh he was
called to act. I have aleo been & mem-
ber of the quorum of theT welve A poe-
ties for upwesrds of Afty-sixX yeara of
my lite, And I have been presidiog
over the Chureh iteelf for A few years.
[ have been mespoiated with my coun-
eelors and with the present Twelve
Apovtles, And I want to eay opon this
oceasion, betore (Jod, angels snd all
men that are before me, that [ never io
one inetsnce bive evel Kpown any
leader of this Chureb ever attempt

10 diotate usnd direct the aflalrs
of Lhe 8late re member of Lthe
Cborcb. At the same time, when

any man, no maltter who he in—Mor-
won, Jew or (Fentile—goes forth and
npee oDey of any means (o bire men
tu vole for him, 1 think he pteps ont-
«lde of bis rigbt, sna etands 1o B
measrure responeible.

I want to eay 20 manch to my friends
thts morning, I bave. officlated tor
twenly sessions In the Legtelative
Council of the Territory of Utsh, and
one peerion ae @ memver of the Honase,
and it never coel me one farthing for
any office I ever beid in the Charsh
or in the #State or Territory., And [
never ssked any mortal] man oo the
face of the earlh to cast & vole for me
thal I bave any recolleoctionof. Awan
ensample, perhaps I msy be permitted’
ito eay, I am the father of fourteen sons
and have s nnmber of eone-in-law, and
I belleve they nre pretly oearly evenly
'divided on politioal party Jines— Demo-
crate and Republicaoe. I will give
any man five dollars if in con-
versing with them he omp get any one
of them o =ay (Lhat hils pulher
ever told him wbo to vote fur, Some
of You may Lry to make a litlle money
pernaps at that. (Lisughter.}) I o»n-
sider everyhody i» responeible for him-
seif, end be hss a right to vote far
whom he pleases,

Again, I never aesked mny office at
the handa of sny belng in heaven oF
on eaIth, not even of my heavenly
Father, except upon one |nstanoce,
whioh I will relate here. Ip my boy-
bood, ss you huve heard me teatity, [
went 10 the Babbath schoole. I read
the New Testament. Isaw the doo-
trine there portrayed in plainness, as
taught by Jesus Chriet and His A pos-

tles, and It wes a glorious doetrine, I



