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editorials
TRUE CIVIL AND RELIGIOUS

LIBERTY

THERE are people in every so called
christian country who consider it

part of their duty to Intinterfereerfer e with the
opinions and doings of their neighbors
in the egotism of their imagined su-
periorityperioperlority and infallibility they make
their views of what is right and proper
the standard of faith and conduct for
everybody else not content with en-
deavors to influence and induce others
to stretch up or shrink down to their
chalk mark they proceed to force
when persuasion falls

those fanatics at a distance who
worry themselves and the country over
the mormon question are of this
class oblivious of the corruptionscorrupt ions of
their own society they are eager to
reform imagined evils in utah with-
out taking the trouble to investigate

hebe marriage system of the people
whom they assail they take for
granted that it must be wrong because
it is different from their own andyesand yet
the evils that are prevalent in monog-
amous society are so great and wide-
spread that they are surely sufficient to
raise a serious question as tuto whetherbether
theresthere is not something wrong at the
root of the prevalent system

the laws that have been enacted
against mormon marriage have been
passed in this mingled ignorance and
egotism they hivehave been urged by the
r eligreligiousious prompted by politi-
cal conspirators they have origi-
nated in that spirit of meddle makinmakingg
and desire to reform erroraerror
but their own which has been a baar
act of rewnew england puritanism
from the beginning it is contrary to
the principlesalpi a 01off civil and religiousreligions lib-
erty on Wwhichh ich this government is
founded and savors of that persecut-
ing and coercive disposition that lit the
martyrs fire and forged the instru-
ments of mediaevalmediamedevallieval torture

this nation was built upon the basic
principle of the greatest individual
liberty compatible with the public
safety people were to think and act
as they pleased so long as they did
not interfere with the rights ot others
religionBe ligion was to be completely free
this immunity of religion from re-
straint maat something more than
liberty of belief it comprehended the
ffreeree exercise of religion the right to
believe without the right to act
on that belief would be worthless
faith needs no human protection
the mind of man is free to think
and believe without any I1legal
guaranty 0 laws cannot bind it
letters cannot chain it down prisons
cannot confine it it is the right to
carry belief into active exercise that
Is meant toyby constitutional prohibitions
against interference therewith

of course there must be a limit to
that liberty the line by which it must
not pass is infringementement upon the lib-
erties of others society may enact
jaws for its own protection it may
legislate to shield the weak from the
strong to secure individual freedom
and to prevent personal and social
desdestructiontraction but it has no right to
enforce the views of the many upon
the few nor to prevent anyone from
doing that which moymay be considered
wrong by the majority if it only injures
himself

the folfollowinglowin extract from the writ-
ings of the cerebratedcerebrated mill puts this
forth so prominently and sharply that
none can fallfail to see its pertinence

that principle is that the sole end
for which mankind are warranted in-
dividually or collectively in interfer-
ing with the liberty of action of any of
their number is self protection that
the only purpose tor which power can
be rightfully exercised over any mem-
ber of acivilized community against
his will is16 to prevent harm to others
his own good either physical or
moral is not a sufficientent warrant he
cannot rightfully be compelled to do or
forbear because it will be better for
himaim to do so because it will make him
happier because in the opinion of
others to doso would be wise or even
right are good reasons for re-
monstratingmonmoa with himlhim or reasoning
with him or persuading him or en-
treating him but not for compellingco
him or visiting him with any evil in
case hebe do otherwise to justify that
the conduct from which it is desired to
deter him must be calculated to pro-
duce evil to some one elseeise the only
part of the conduct of any orteone for
which he is amenable to society is that
which concerns others lathein the part
which merely concerns himself his
independence is of right absolute
over himself over his own body and
mind the individual is sovereign
mmmin p 23

bringing this indisputable doctrine
to bear on ththe mormon question
wew maintain that the marriages con-
tracted under the religionof ane latter
day saints are properly exempt from
legislative interference therhe parties are
mutually agree to the compact they
do not interfere with or infringe upon
the marriage relations of others no
one is forced into the association so-
ciety is not injured by it that socie-
ty is really benefited bytheby the sysystem is
capable of demonstration but that is
not necessary in this argument As
the supreme court of the united
statesbates hasdeclared

ititisis time enough torfor the rightful
purposes of civil government for its

officers to interfere when principles
break out into overt acts against peace
and good order

this was quoted by the court ffromrom
the language of theatie great JJefferso Dand
is in accord with the sentiments of
millkill it cannot be shown that
a Mormormonmorill family in which one man
is the acknowledged husband of more
than one wife and fattierfather of their chil-
dren interfere with the peace and good
order of the community in which they
live or of the nation at large they are
simply acting upon their guaranteed
liberty of conscience and religion do-
ingbagnono injury to their neighbors or to
society it does not signify that the
egotistsits and puritans consider them in
gross error doing a wrong to them-
selves and risking their eternal salva-
tion thatthajo is not the business of the
government it is only to be met
withwitha0 argument and persuasion
not with pains and penalties because
it does not attempt to destroy or in-
jure

n
society or invade the rights of iiiin-

dividualsdivi duals
the venerated madison speaking in

the religious liberty guaran-
teed in the virginia declaration of
rightsbights said

the only proper objects of civil
government are the happiness and pro-
tection of men in the present state of
existence the security of the life lib-
erty and property of the citizens and
to restrainrest rafn the vicious and encourage
the virtuous by wholesome laws
eequally extending to every individual
but the duty they owe their creator
and the manner of discharging it can
only be directed by reason and con-
victionvic tion and is nowhere cognizable but
at the tribunal of the universalUnivemal judge

that is the position taken by the
latter day saints ibey claim this
religious liberty for themselves they
accord it and extend it to others the
laws that have been specially framed
against a part of their religion violate
this principle of freedom andaad I1 in that
respect violate the constitution of
our country to obey and sustain all
constitutional laws is enjoined upon
the mormonscormonsMor mons by their religion and
the indisputable tact is that they do
obey the laws both local and national
with such fidelity that they are an
eminent example to their trad acers
and persecutors

only a small portion of the people of
utah comparatively have practically
entered into the order of celestial mar-
riage which comprehends and includes
a plurality of wives and they have
done it under religiouslops ordinances and
regulations they do not interfere in
any way with the practice of monog-
amy A great deal of foolish blusteramy
isa indulged in about the danger
threatened to the american homehom il

but it has never been shown how in
I1

the remotest degree a family in
which there ifis but one wife is injuri-
ously affected by the fact that in
knotner family there ireare two or more
wives to the same husband both
forms of family life exist side by side
in utah harmoniously and all the in-
terferenceter and infringement upon the
rights otof others comes from the mo
noga mists who amsiredesire to force their sys-
tem upon thepolypolygamistsga mists itif any re-
straint of lawjaw is needed it is for the
protection of the latter because they
are assailed in the free exercise of
their religion and make no
upon or attempts to restrain or com-
pel othersethers

the consistency of people who come
here from the great cities of the east
where the very air is impregnated with
the odors of debauchery and crime
and on common rumor without learn
ing anything of the facts commence to
berate and threaten the mormonscormonsMor mons
and talk of using force to compel us to
do what they think is right and refrain
ffromrom what they think isia wrong is
not very apparent to reflecting minds
and yet there are many good
people apart from those foul mouth
ed blatherskitesblather that are to be met
with in most crowds and a few
of whom have exhibited their ruffian
natures and coarse manners at the
rink who join in this hue and cry
against comethsomethingg they haveave never in-
vestigatedvestigated and would persecute the
11 cormonsmormonsMorarmonsmons because they are different
in faith from their accusers on this
disposition to use force against the he-
terodoxterodox rev lyman abbot who re-
cently visited this city has the follow-
ing to say in the christian union

and so it has been through all his-
tory the persecuting of heretics the
execution of dissenters the burning
of witches have all comecoine about not
from an exceptional moral turpitude
but from a fundamental misconception
of the rights of man over man we
make the greatest mistake when we
suppose that those who persecuted
the fathers were sinners above
all those who occupy these mod-
ern temples of ours on the con-
trary from the days of marcus aure-
lius the noblest of roman rulers down
to calvin who inspired the burning of
serrenusSer retus and john wesley who de-
clared that christianity would7 have to
be given up if the belief in whitchercrattaft
were abandoned during all this range
of modern civilization an examination
would undoubtedly show that at least
a very large part of what by any stand
ard would be regarded as the best peo
aleale of the time have either beep act
ivelyely engaged in the direct work of
persecution or have given it their
sanction and support

and it is so with thothousandsarands of people
in the united states who echo the
satanic cry uttered by men with mur-
der in their hearts for Mor
toco be stamped out if necessary by
orce they are trampling on the very

ifliberties to maintain which this nation

was established they areard unwittingly
opening the floodgatesflood gates to let in the
dark tide of intolerance to escape
which the pilgrim fathers fled from
the old world theptha are attempting
to accomplish by force that which
should only be essayed by reason and
example but the reason that liasilas been
tried Is met with superior reason and
the example does not appear in a
very good light by contrast and so
force is invoked and a peaceable and
harmless community are threatened
with the destruction of their religion

to be wiped out in bloodwe can tell these enemies of ffree-
dom

ree
and all the world that they willifil

not succeed thleythey may repeatrepeal the his-
tory of bygone persecutions and when
oppressive laws and vindictive prose-
cutions fallfail invoke the aid of the rifle
and the bayonet but the struggle for
ffullall civil and religious liberty will go

i on and the religion they seek to crush
will gain new strength from every re-
sort to violence the blood of the
martyrs will again be the seedofseed of the
church and vuthruth will triumph while
the names of the chief persecutors
will be covered with everlasting in
fumy

RELIEFBELIEF OFFERED TO
MORMON WOMEN

DURING the past week utah has been
visited by a large number of people
from the east some of them have
been kept under vigilant watch by the
anti mormon ring and have been
diligently crammed wittiwith antiaati IMmoror
mor fabrications others have man-
aged to escape from the beadileadingng strings
of the conspirators and have freely
roamed about the city conversing with
and asking questions of citizens whom
they chanced to meet and lelearningarnin
many facts which alboth surprised and
pleased them

the latter class will carry home with
them a tolerably fair idea of the situa-
tion here to as great an extent as is
possible so hurried a call at the
capital of the territory of the former
some were completely disgusted with
the manner in which tila so called
camp fires were turned into howl-
ing anti mormon camp meetings
aada ad with the conduct of a lew of their
comrades who had no better manners
nor more common sense than to
joinoin in abusing a people and
a system about they had only
heardbeard rumors and the statements of
bitter and extreme opponents the
few individuals who publicly exhib-
ited the rancor and ignorance of im-
promptu partisanship giving exagger-
ated echoes of local lying explosions
simply exposed their own tolly ill
breeding and hasty and iuill formed
judgment

one thing this class neglected to do
in declaiming against the supposed
immorality of utah that is to
think of the condition of social
affairs at home when boasting
about compelling I1

people here
to conform to their notions and prac-
tices A lady from new york invited
the women here whom shebile supposed
to be in bondage to come to neneww
york for relief suppose some of ththee
thousands upon sands of poor
creatures in tuat sin beaked city were
to apply to her department for help
isaybay they were fromfrodi the ranks of the
fallen sisterhood or irom the hosts of
half starved operatives ready to lamfam
aba or talllall into the cyprian armarmy t0toO
get the larger wages of sin NOhowW
much relict would they be likely
to get from the corpscorpa to chica
the inviting lady belongs Y what hope
is there torlor the hordes of women more
in numbers than the whole lemale
populationladon of utah who are doomed
in Goticotnamlain to a litelife of shame or be mi

here are women who in their own
society are counted honorable wives
and mothers who are contented with
their lot who love their husbands and
children who are comfortable in their
quiet lives of industry and peace and
who desire no change butbat creatures
misrepresenting the law are endeavor-
ing to break up their homes and happi-
ness and boasting persons from the haat
are threatening blood and thunder
and canting women who spurn the
needy and fallen that swarmswarin around
them at home pretend that our wives
and mothers and sisters would better
their condition by rushing to the east
and depending upon the cold charity
of the latter day phariseesPharis ees in cities
where people of their own creed and
race perisa for want and rot with
loathsome disease

A few facts and 11figuresures will aptly
comeedme inherein here by way otof illustration
from an article in the mail and express
upon how ithethe poor working girls of
new york are treated and asking

who will save the girls wowe make
the following extracts

if any person has a desire to know
just how muchmach human nature can en-
dure and yet libeonliveon he has but to in-
vestigatevesti gate the actual condition of the
working girls of new york and by that
time it will seem wonderfulwondernul that the
rivers are not full of despairing sui-
cides in one house live 22 working
girls not all of one family nor all of the
same trade and yet all belonging to
one sisterhood of suffering so that the
song of the shirt might with equal pro-
priety be sung of them all as far as
their misery is concerned in one
room of this building two young girls
make their home together paying 2 a
week for a room and alcove and aney
loinjoin in the expense of livinglivin and take

turns in cooking they are machine
operators on and have labor
heavy enough to tire a Lstrongmantrongman run-
ning the machines ten hours a day
they are linedfined it they cre ten minutes
late but they often have to stay over
the time for closing and for this they
never receive anything

harder still Is the labor of the girls
who work at the government mail bags
and ore sacks 1threeI ahree of the inmates
of this housebouse work at that and their
physical condition is very bad they
are pale and wan and stoop painfully
and cuffarr from weak sides or backs
as do also the saddle worworkersliers the
government gives contract to different
firms dorithe making ofodthethe mail pouch-
es and chev used to get from five to
seven cents apiece but now the price
has been reduced and the sacks for
which tue girls used to receive two
cents apiece tueythey must now make for
one fourth of a cent each this work
is the hardest that can be done by wo-
men as the material Is so firm and
closeclosely1 woven as to require a terrible
outlay of strength to drive the ma-
chines athis labor is so
hardbard and straining that girls cannot
work at it long A few years at mostmoot
and they fall by the wayside and die
or grow weary of the toil and strife
and go to worse than death

thegathe younger girls of families livi
here or sisters ot those who work in
the harder trades either go to learn
trades or else work at paper box mak-
ing at which they earn about per
week or making pills for druggists
wwhichaich pays about the same or else as
cash girls in stores or capping and laIs
belling medicine bottles and packing
proprietary medicines
in one store where there is a larlargelaree
business done in the basement taethe
saleswomen and cash girls alike have a
pale blanched appearance and the lit-
tle girls suffer greatly from the damp
unwholesome air redolent of straw
and packing paper in another store
the heating apparatus and engine for
hoisting the eleyaelevatorstors is stationed in
the same basement with the sales
counters where hundreds of women
and little girls swelter through all the
yearvear with no ventilation but what
comescomes through the grating of the side-
walks the writer has seen in warm
days as many as ten little girls over-
come with the heat taken from the
basement
the constant nervous strain the hur-
rying to and fro in heated crowded
places the scold ings and tearfear of tinesfines
and the improper food they get let
adoue its insufficiency makes it a won-
der 0oneile of them lives through it

one day last winter one little cash
girl in tills place was about to be sent
away after having been reprimanded
many times for her inactivity when
some one saw her groping in thethe gar-
bage box and picking out the crusts
and refuse otof the lunches otof the other
girls and eating them like one lamfam-
ished investigation showed thatthai she
hadbad hadbad nothing elpeele to eat for three
weeks her parents being both sick
and helpless at home and the money
she earned went for their asupport

per week I1

there are a number of other minor
industries which afford work for little
girls among them fringe making

the fringe is measured
into fifteen yard lengths and the sew-
ing silk and the beads or chenille are
all weighed in a finely balanced pair
of scales the work is
simple and almost mechanical and
full of hope the poor creature takes it
home and finishes the first 15 yards
and takes it back where itisit is weighed
and the worker told that she has not
used all thothe beads or has wasted the
chenille or sewing silk and finally she
is told that the work is badly done and
that they can give ifer no more A de-
mand for the pay at 1 cents per yard
is invariably refused on the ground
that they never pay for sample work
one firm is popularly supsupposedP0 8ed to get
all its bead and chenille fringes made
for nothingnotbina

the morals of the very young girls
who are thus set to work in crowds
undergo a great trialand few are those
who escada for the talk and
actions oiof those naturally bad exert a
great influence over others and a girl
needs unusual strength of character
and pure home influence to enable her
to withstand them

add to this the ever grinding pov-
erty the natural longing of every
young girl for pretty clothes and the
perpetual temptations before them
what wonder they fall

some of the work is of the cheap-
estquality and some of it again of the
richest and finest but however it is the
girls pay remains about the same I1justast
enough to keep body and soul together
while living in the most squalid man-
ner there are immense quantities of
this work done in thepoorer houses in
the city by the mothers of families who
cannot leave their little childredchildreu in
cases of contagious diseases the work
goes on just the same and the germs
of sickness can be carried in the fine
costcoat of the society man I1

in ope tenement house lives a wo-
man who supports herself and three
small children by finishing
fine overcoats she hernshems the satin
linings and sews in the sleeve linings
and the velvet collar and puts in sever-
al stays in all setting from eight to ten
thousand staches on each and earns at
most thirty five cents a day out of
this she pays 5 a month for rent she
works sundays too she sends her
babies to a kindergarten where ththey
are fed but in the summer the school
is closed and how she lives and keeps

them in clothes and fire none but those
who live in the same way know

the swiftest and neatest sewer on
bands and flaps with the aid of a first
class machine can make at home about

cents a day from early morning to
10 at night those who do the fellsfella
and bodies in shortabort the other work
earn on an average about the same
with the aid of their machines the
shirts when allail done but finishing
require four gussets six buttonholes
and liveanve buttons and this work is given
outopt in largielarge quantities to women in
tenement houses they are paid for
theche common ones seven cents a dozen
shirts and torfor the finest shirts nine to
nine and a half cents a dozen shirts
1848 gussetsassets 60 buttons and 72 button
kofeskofes I1

k

little boys percale shirt waists re-
tail at seventy five cents each and
they are difficult articles to make
each isib to have tentea buttonholesbutten boles thir-
teen buttons and triple collars and
cuffs the price paid for thesethebe is
ninety cents a dozen all finished with
pleats in front and back

mensmenlo white percale neckties are
paid for at thirty five cents a gross
twelve dozen and few indeed cancaa
make anotwo gross adaya day handkerchiefskandhandkerchiefskerchiefs
for ordinary use are paid for at the
rate of from twenty to twenty eight
cents for plain hemmedper gross
ones hensgehemstitcherhemstitchedHem stitchedaled ones of course
are paid for a little better the result
seems to be always the same just
enough pay for slavish toktoh to keep
body and soul together in one frail
tenement
commenting onft the condition of the
poor working people of new york thisthia
susummerallner the mattmail and express says
editorially

crowded into small badly venti-
lated rooms emaciated toin many luin-
stances from lack of proper food and

with medical attendance
when the dreadful cholera antum
seizes them while the thermometer
revels in the nineties it is no wonder
that we had to record the death of
of them under 5 years of age in a single
day this week many poor
mothers are found suffering for want
of the commonest necessaries of life
owing to absence from the city of
families who furnish with employment
and other aid when they are at home I1 I1

now consider the followinglowinefol taken
from a sermon by rev dr de watt
talmage and portraying facts that
have never been disputed

1 I hearbear from all this land the wail of
womanhood man has nothing to an-
swer to that wail but flatteriesflat teries he
says she is an angel shebe is not sueshe
knows she is not she is a human
being who gets hungry when she has
no food and cold when shehas no tire
givenergive her no more flatbatteriesteries give her
justice there are sewing girls
in new york and brooklyn across the
sunlight comes their death groan it is
not such a cry as comes from those
who are suddenly hurled out of life
but a slow grinding horrible wasting
away gathergathea them before youyon and
look into their faces pinched gghastlyhantly
hunger struck Llook at their 11fingers
needle picked and blood tippedtipped see
that premature stoop in the shoshouldersu iders
hear that dry hacking merciless
coughlcough at a large meeting of these
women held in a liallball in philadelphia
grand speeches were delivered outbut a
needlewoman took the stand threw
aside her faded shawl and with her
shrivelledshrivelled arm hurledburled a very thunder-
bolt of eloquence speaking out of the
horrors of her own experience

stand at the corner of a street in
new york at 6 or 7 in the morn-
ing as the women go to work many
of them had no breakfast except the
crumbs that were left over from the
night before or the crumbs they chew
on their way through the street here
they cornelconel the working girls of new
york and brooklyn those engaged in
head work these in flower miengmaking in
millinery isperpaperhox making but most
overworked of all and least compen-
sated the sewing women why do
they not take the cityalv cars on their way
up they cannot afford the five cents
if concluding to deny herself some-
thing else she gets into the carcarginegive
her a seat you want to see hohowW aatilati-mer and ridley appeared in the lirefire
look at the woman and behold a more
horrible martyrdom a hotter fire a
more agonizing death ask that wo-
man abw much she gets for her work
and she will tell you six cents for mak-
ing coarse shirts and finds her own
thread 11

A christian man went into a housebouse
of a good deal of destitution in new
york and he saw a poor woman there
with a sick child and he was telling
the woman how good a christian she
ought to be and how she ought to put
her trust in god oh she said 11I1
hhavee no god I1 work from mondamonday
morning untiluntil saturday night and I1
gett no rest and I1 never hear anything
thattat does my soul any good and when
sunday comes I1 any bonnet
that I1 can wear to church and I1 have
sometimes got down to pray and then
I1 got up saying to my husband IMmy
dear theres no use of my praying I1
am so distracted I1 cant pray it dont
do any good oh I1 sirair it is very hardbard
to work on as we people do from year
to year and to see nothing bright
ahead and to see the poor little child
getting thinner and thinner and my
man almost broken down and to be
getting no nearer to god but to be
gettingetting farther away from him oh iffI1 were only ready to die 11

that despairing wail goes up to
beaven from thousands upon thous-
ands of famished lips and people who
shut their christian ears against
the erlescries of their own neighbors come
out here and invite 1 Alor mow P bome U


