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DISCOURSES .
d to the Christian Endeavorers
Del:::rjeou-?ers, in the Tabernacle, Salt
Lake City, on Sanday Evening, July
41h, 1897.

{REPORTED BY ARTHUR WINTER.]

ELDER CHARLES W. PENROSE,
" Ip arising betore this large assembly
to address them onthe principles of the
Gospel as understcod by the Latter-day
Saints, or **Mormous,’’ as they are com-
monly called, | earnestly desire that the
Spirit of Almighty God will rest upon
this congregation, and especially upon
me, that I may be able, under its influ-
ence, to make clear to those who are
gathered in this house tonight, some of
the docirines and principl s which we
have received from the Almighty for the
benefit ot the human family. "We are
glad to meet with our friends who com2
to us irom various parts of the United
States, and who arebelievers in God and
in Jesus Chiist, and are united together
in an endeavor to do good, to promote
good feeling and good conduct among
the people of the world. We rejoice
when we see our fellow creatures en-
gaging in any work that is good, that
will promote the welfare of mankiad,
and that wilt help to stem the tide of
jcism and infidelty which is rush-

t .
is:;%ver the world. We believe that it
is our mission to stand up in the latter

s r God, and for Chyist, and for
:i:girlfas revealed tfrom heaven in for-
mer days for the salvation of man, We
have no other desire in our hearts than
to promote the welfare of our .brethren
and sisters in all the world, and to lead
them in the path of salvaton. ;
The doctrines and principles which
we hold dear, and which we are ready
to promulgate whenever called upon,
without pay and without reward, we
have received by directrevelation from
God, in the nineteen h century. The re-
ligion of tne Latter-day Saints has not
heen taken from books. It has not been
arranged as a creed by any man or men.
The organization to which we belung—
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints—has been_set up by direct
commanda eot from God, tarough Jesus
Christ; and our Fa her and our Lord
jesus Christ supzrvise and direct this
Cnarch 1n all its branches and all its
afBairs. It is organized on the same
pattern and plan by which Jesus Christ
organized His Church when He was
upun the earth in the flesh. The ordi-
nances which we believe are necessary
fsr people to obey have also been re-
vealed from heaven, and they are
erformed under  authority from
theaven. The authority to admin-
ister the ordinances of the Gospel
as we understand it, has not come down
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religion which are extant, hut has been
sent down from heaven direct in our own
time And it is the same authority that
was held by the ancient apostles and
ministers sent forth by our Lord Jesus
Christ when He was upon the earth—
the same authority, the same apostle-
ship, the same docirines, the same ordi-
nances, and they are attended by the
same gifis and blessings, and by the
pouring out of the same power that at-
tended the ministrations ot the inspired
servants of God, whose words are re
corded in the book called the Bible: We
hold that God is the same vesterday, to-
day and forever; that He does not
change; that He is just as willing and
just as able in the nineteenth century to
reveal His will and to besiow His power
as He was in the first century of the
Christian era, and as He was in timss
petore that, when He revealed himselt
to the propheis.

Tae idea has prevailed in what is
calied the *‘Christian” world, 1hat the
voice of revelation was hushed, and that
itveased when John, the aposti: of tne
Lord [esus Christ, obtainey ihat glori-
ous vision which is recorded in tile book
called the Book of Revelalion, and which
15 placed last iu the coliection of bogks
known as the New Testament. [n con-
sequence of that notion. when God re-
vealed himself in the latter days, the
cry was raised, both among the clergy
and among the laity, n the Christian
world, 1hat there was to be no more
reve ation from God, and that the Bible
contained the whole word of God; that
there was no need for any more revela-
tion, and that there was a prohibition
against further revelation, contained in
the la:t chapter in that volume.

An angel came to John while he was
on the [sle of Patmos and revealed to
hint a number of things taat were shore-
ly to come o pass. Inthe 4th chapter
of the Revelation and the 1st verse,
Tohn says:

After this I looked, and, behold, 2 door was
opened In heaven; and the first voice which [
heard was as it were of a trumpel talking whth
me; which said, Come up hither, and 1 will
show thee things which must be hereafier,

At the close of the revelation, johan feil
at the feet of tne angel who had showed
him these things, to worship him, and
the angel said:

See thou do it not; for I am thy fellow-ser-
vant, and of thy brethren the prophets, and of
them which keep the sayings of this book: wor-
ship God; chap. xxifs v. g.

Tnen the word was
Apostle John:

For I testify unto every man that heareth®he
words of the prophecy of this book, Lf any
man shall add unto these things, God shall add

given by the

funto him the plagues that are written in this
book;

1897. Vor. LV.

Andif any map shall take away from the
words o1 the hook of this prophecy, God shall
take away his part out of the book of life, and
ont of the boly city, and from the things' which,
are written in this book; v, 18

Now, the idea has prevailed that this
was the word of God declaring that
there would be no more revelation to
men  But a close reading of this Scrip-
ture will show that no such idea is con-
veyed, That has been inferred by men
who were not inspired of God to deciare
His word, The word says tnat no man
is to add to the words of the book. God
eave a similar prohibition in the time or
Mos=s, when the law was given, that no
one should add to or diminish irom the
things then revealed. Thatis what God
requires always. Whenever He gives a
revelation to man, He wants man to re-
ceive that revelation as 1t is. It is not
for man to add to His word, nor for
man to tike away from it in any degree.
The revelation is to stand as delivered.
And that is ail there is to it in what the
Apostle John said cincerning this. No
man s to add to vhat which Goed reveals.
This sanie book of Revelation, which
says that man is not to add to what God
reveals, showi very clearly, in saveral
Plac:s, that tnere was to be further reve-
lation from God  John himse f received
a mission to go out and prophesy to
many natlons, and many kings, and
many tongues, This was given him in

th: torm of a book that he
was to eat in the vision, and
the angel explained to him the

meaning of it. That was a mission for
him to prophesy before maay natlons
and many kings, and many tribes, an
many tongues; and If he prophesied, it
would be the word of the Lord spoken
by the Holy Ghost. Whatever John
migat say uader the influence of the
Holy Ghost would pe the word of the
Lord to the people, just the same as
what the prophets had said in olden
tines under the same Spirlt. *Holy
men of God spake as thev were moved
upon by the Holy Gnost,’”” and that be-
came Scriptute. And whenever a man
of God, having authonty Irom God to
speak in His name, wntes or speaks by
the power of God, toat is the word of
God, and when it is writtzn it is Scrip-
ture, just as rauch as though it were
written thousands of years ago. In the
fourteenth chapter of that book and the
sixth and seventh verses, we read 1his:

And I saw another angel fly in the midst of
heaven, having the everiasting Gospel to preach
unto them that dwell on the earth, and to every
nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people,

Saying with a loud voice, Fear God, and give
glory to Him; for the hour of His judgment is
come; and.worship Him that made heaven,
and earth, and the sea and the fountains of
waters.

That is what John saw and heard io

that heavenly vision. | want to call



